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INTRODUCTION. 


TTE Eiirojioan Military AilvontiU'era of HiiiduRtan 
linlons to an lioroie ago whioli Ronirm furtlior rcmovod 
from onr’fi than tho more lapso of a eontnry nuggonts. 
It ia pvohahlo that, saving to tho stuflont of Iiulian 
liiatory, tboir names avo but as iniliHtiuot items on n 
forgotten scroll, whoso record is nearly oblitoralod by 
tho (IubL of oblivion. They and their ctoodB aro blondod into a bar- 
l)ariG past, wlion history was written in blood not in books, and of 
wliioh scarce a vestige remains in the civilised Indian Empire of the 
Victorian Zenith. And yot only a hundred years ago tho.so dead and 
gouo Advoulurors created armies, conquered kingdoms, or'er tin-nod 
princes and ruled provinoes, winning such disliuotions and wielding 
sneh personal power as aro not within tho roach of modem endeavour. 
Perming a link botwoon the eras of Oriontal despotism and European 
governmoiit, they bodizanod the introduction of Wostorn onligbten- 
mont with tiro gaudy paraphorualia of the East. But Fulo planted 
thorn in one of tlioso poriods of transition wbioli by their very nature 
aro temporary', and they share with it a short-lived fame. Their 
individual places in liiatory aro liiuilod to a paragraph or, at most, a 
page. Tlioy aro but units iu tho sum of India’s story — stray drafts on 
its capital of aebiovomont which have boon roiired, filed away and 
forgotten. None heed these faded porsoualitios now. Tho wliispor of 
Do Boigno's name is as powerloss to compel attention as tho thunder 
of his cannon to oreata terror ; tho mention of George Thomas awakens 
no responsive recognition oven in hearts alert to tho influence of 
T!.omanco and Adventure ; tho political opinions of Perron have long 
ceased to affool the price of India stock, or sot heads wagging in 
Loadonhall Street. As for tho lessor Boldiors of Eortuuo— the cen- 
turions and the lioulonants of tho Mercenary Armies of Native India 
— they aro dust of the common ilust, whoso memory tho greedy march 
of English ontorpriso in tho East haa shuffled out of sight, reducing 
their achievemeuts to tho common level which displays not a head- 
stono to view. Yet each in his different way, designedly or uucon- 
Boiously, directly or indirectly, worked towards one common, end by 
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aissiating in. bringing about the couilitiotiR that pavod tlio way for tho 
eatablishmont of English enpromacy in India; and oaoli, when his 
personal share in tho drama was finished, and lire last groat aot 
opened, passed off the stage unnoticed and unknown, and hifl, Lhn 
complotion of tlie task, and the apidauso it evoked, to other aolorn. 

A -word of explanation is necessary concerning tho title chosoii for 
tills hook. The “Hindustan” therein rofovrod to is the oircnniscriliod 
torritory defined by that fine old goograpihor, Major James Roimoll, in 
his “ Memoir of a Mapi of Ilindostan,” pnblisliod in 1785. It -wiis a 
torritory bounded by the Indus on the west, by tho “ Burranipootra 
or thereabouts ” on the east, by tho Himalayan mountains on tho 
north, and “ by the oouutrios of tho Doccau on the south, so that the 
whole peninsula to the south of a line drawn nearly from IJalaHoro to 
Broach is not reckoned IlindoBtan.” It is noces.savy to tluTs localise 
tho Adventurers whoso lives are skelohod in tho following pago.s in 
order that they maynot be confounded with the innumerable European 
Eros Lances, who served the courls of Haidnrabad and Mysoi'o and 
other Native rrincos in Southorn India. 

The period in which the European Military Adventurers of Hindu- 
stan fionrished began in 1784, during tho Qovornmont of Warron 
Hastings, and ended in 1803 cliniug that of tho Marqnis Wolloaloy. 
Those twenty years saw the rise, tho reign, and tho ruin of Independont 
Military Adventiu'o in India. To Bo Boigno belongs tho honour of 
having initiated tho wonderful system that took root and grow with 
the fatal rapidity ,of an oxotio. Ho oroatod for Madhoji Siudliia— “ A 
Buler of India"— the first complete army of regular troops employed 
by the Native Prinoos of tho country. The example was soon followed 
by tho Nizam of Haidarabad, and, in a different degree, by Tipfi SuUan. 
In 1798 there were three great disciplined military ostahliBhmonts in 
the service of the loading Indian Courts, commanded by Erouchmou in 
tho Eiouch interest, and ompdoying European arts and tactics of war. 
Their destruction and cstermiuatiou was forced upon tho MfU'ipuia 
Wellesley by the political exigences of tho times, and was the luosl 
important work of his administration. Be Eoigno’a army, wliich had 
passed under the command of Perron, was the first of tlio.so throe 
organisations to be called into existence and tho last of them to ho 
broken up, 

The political and, indeed, 'international importance of tho European 
Military Adventurers of India can be guaged from the following 
extract from a despatch written hy the Marquis 'Wellesley in 1798 

In the present weak state of the Nizam of Haidarahad’s Oovorii- 
ment, the Ersuch corps in lus service would (in tho ovoiff of a war 
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between the EngliRh nnd MyKoi'o, which wns aiitloipatod) openly join 
'I’ipti Sultan, and by a snddon blow endoavonr to soiKo tho NiKam’fi 
torritorioa, and to acicnro llicm to the Dominion of France nndor a)i 
alHanco offeusivo and dofoimivo with I'ijn't Sultan. . . . Tho intoreBt 
and tho inolirmliou of Hhidhia, wh(3 onlortiuiiH a largo army in Iuh 
porvico undor tho oonmiand of ii French officer (Pori'on), would load 
Jiini to ongago witli Tipii Snltiin and tho Froiicli. . . , The junction 
which jiiiglit thuB bo oJToctod boLwcoii tho Froncli ofTicors, with their 
Rovoral fiorpa in the i'oR])oolivo HcrvicoR of tho Nisiam, of Shidliia, and 
of Tipu, might oatabliuh the power of franco upon tho ruius of tho 
RtaloB of Poonah aud of the Doocati.” 

Although tliifl book docis not deal with tho French Factions of 
ITaidiu'abad and Mysore, t]\cir oxintenco and importance must be 
noted, hecauHQ they arc intimately coimeclod with the subject treatod. 
Ill Ilaulai'ftbnd, in addition to tho Niaaiu’s irrognlar soldiery, tlioro 
was a trained army of 14,000 men and 30 guns undor tho command of 
riroii, who had Buooeodod tho famous Baymorid. Tho aafire array of 
Mysore numbevrod 73,000 troopa of all arms, and included TiprVs 
“Fitu'oponu or French h'oreo” of SCO offioera, uon-conimiBBiouod 
oflicora aud moii, Finally Siiidhia could mnslor 40,000 discipliiiod 
infantry with i390 Ruirn, the whole commanded by Perron, who was 
assistod by an officioiit staff of .300 Europeans. Sindhiii’s Brigades 
wore one factor, and, an ovnuts proved, tho most formidable factor in 
that possiblo oombhiatioii which a hundred years ago throatenod the 
oxistonoo of tho Kugliah power in Indio. The story of those Brigades 
is tho story of tho European Military AdveuturorB of Ilindnsian. 

T am desirous of talcing this opportunity of recording my obligations 
to two gontlonien for help rocoivod. Mr. Edmund Neel, tho 

aasiataut socrotnry iu tho political dopartmont of tho India office, 
fuoilitatcul a search through many volntnoa of Goyornmont reoerds, 
and kindly assisted in regard to those of a so ora t nature whioli wero 
not open to rny inspection ; and Count do Boigno plaoed at my disposal 
a memoir of his illustrious gmudBiro’s lifo, and cleared iip one doubtful 
point of great interest. 

In coniplling tho following pages a great many authorities have 
boon oousnlted, l)ut it would bo todiona to give iu detail the names of 
all tho works from whioh fragnaenls of information have been gleaned. 
Tho principal ones are indioatod in tho list printed below, to the first 
four books in which I am jiarticularly indobtod. Tho sketch of Do 
Doigno's life was writton bofora the two Fj'enoh biographies indicated 
oaroo under my obsorvation, and they have only bean need to correct 
a few minor RlatomcntE of fact, ohiofly of a personal nature, In the 
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life of Goorgu TJioumP, liiH inomoim luivo boeii very clofeoly followocl, 
but a great quantity of extranooiib and nniutorostiug niattoi' ban boon 
oliniinatod, and a good deal of additional information iiuiorimratoil. 
With I'Ggarcl to Perron, ao far as I nni awai'o, tliorc ia no dotailod 
biography of thifi adventurer in oxiatoueo, and ilie ono iioro pi'iwniitral 
is ooxnqiilod from original sonreoa. 'Phe lives of Ihn lossor advonturerf'. 
have been cnllod from a groat variety of works, by far the most 
important of which is the ono written by Iiowis Perdiuand fiiuitli. 

An earnest endeavour has boon made to seenro corrootnoHS ol' narra- 
tive, but in some cases it has boon renderod very diflioult, and RnoeoHS 
rendered doubtful, by divoi'gont statanioidH and oontradictory dates 
l)caiiug on the same iiicidont. 
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DE BOIGNE. 


OTIAPTEB I, 

iHH isAiaY IjIfi; and skevices. AitittvAii in India. 
1761-1784, 

tlio clfti'ing au(l ormiit military aclvontiirci's wlio, 
luriDj^ tlio last two docailos of the oighfcoentli 
lonliny, helped to wroclc ds'nastioB and establish 
kingdomfl ill nhidnetan, there is one who towei's 
iiigh and groat above the rest. Tho prido and poinji 
of ron'on, and tho dolirions ambition of George 
Thomas, must yield place to the goiiin.a and aohiovemont of General 
Oount do Boiguo, who, if he never quite touched the piolilioal im- 
liortanoo attained by tho former, or aspired to tho actniil indopoudonoo 
usurpied by tho latter, niiist yot tako precedonco of both as tho creator 
of tho military system they iiihoritod or adopted, Por Bo Uoigno was 
tho first to raise U]) disciiiliued armies from tho Jiorco races of Upipor 
India, and toach tlioin bow to fight and liow to couquor ; ho was tho first 
to carry tho Sciaiioo of Ruropoan worfaro into tho heart of ITindustau ; 
and his famous battalions formed Iho oonnoeting link hotwoen tho 
oriiB of Mughal Empire and British Dominion in the East. If the 
oxtraordinary power Do Boiguc’s brigades oxercised, and tho brilliant 
rocord they loft bobiiid them, during a moinoiitous quarter of a eontmy, 
fill but a single chapter in the tiirbixlowl history of India, it is at 
least ono glowing with oiiteiqiriso and achiovoment, and worthy of tho 
piliioe it fills botwocin tho pages that rooord tho eonquosts of Clive and 
Cooto and the vietorios of Lake and Wellesley. 

EoiioU La Borgiio— bettor Imown to history as Benoit de Boigne— 
was born at Chambiiiry, in Savoy, on the 8bb of March, 1761. He 
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was tho soouud suu of a largo family, and liin fuLlicr fullowud tbo calling 
of a bide morclianfc. Doepito iiia narrow moiius, Pure La Borguo 
contrived to afford Doiioit a Hiifliciont oducatiou at tlio college of bis 
native to^vu, where, tindor tbo tutelage of pioua luid learuod monks, 
the youth auciuirod a general knowledge ot hooks and a tolerable pro- 
licionoy iu Latin ; wbilst, from the cirouniatauecs of bis birthplace 
bomg aitiiatod near tho Prenoh frontier, ho spoke b'rcnch and 1 taliiin 
with equal fhiouey. 

Aa a lad, Benoit found hla ulhof pleasure iu music and fencing, and 
his brain waa fllled with tho fanciful ideas of glory in which boys 
indulge. It was hia father’s intention to make him a lawyer, hut ho 
himself determined at an early ago to follow the profoRsion of arms, 
for which hia fine physique and bold spirit omlnoutly fitted him. His 
desire was to enter tire army of his native conulry, thou under the 
rule of Xing OliarleB Emauuol, bat iu this ho was disajrpointod owing 
to nU its oommissionod appointmonts boiug monopolised by tho 
nobility of idavoy and Sardinia, and admitting no cadets of loss dia- 
tingui-ihed birth. Perliaps Bo Boigno lost nothing by thin, &)■ tho 
life of an ofEoer iu the Sardinian service was often one ot iallatod 
poverty wherein a glittering coat covered a hungry sloiuach during a 
long and depressing period of uaiformod impocuuiosity. 

But ho had not far to look for a more hopeful spUoro of action. 
France was contiguous, and its capital tho head-quarters of a body of 
advantiirei's famous in history — tho Irish Brigade. This corps 
enjoyed the highest reputation throughout Europe for gallantry iu 
the field and discipline in the camp. Its ranks were opou to tho 
merit and talent of all nations, and to belong to it was at oueo an 
oBtahlishmont and a distinction iu hfo. It was, iu short, juRt such a 
service as appealed to the inherent instincts of young Bo Boigna, and 
he determinod to enter its ranks if posaiblo. 

Tradition says that he left his native country under oiroumstanooH 
which did more credit to his spirit than to his respoct for thoBo laws 
which Mb father had intended he should expound. A duel with a 
Sardinian officer, wMch threatened retribution at the hands of a local 
magistrate, led Be Boigne to nccelorato his departure from tho 
paternal roof. Nurturing high aspirations, and without any dolhiito 
ambition in view, he crossed tho froutior and outerod Franca iu 170H, 
and presented himself for employment in the Irish Brigade. 

There was a recommendation in liis tall martial ligiiro and frauk 
soldierly beai'ing. His large-boned, limbs and xnassivo fmmo gave 
evidence of unusual physical powers, and he confronted tho world 
with an air of consciouB superiority. Hia features wore stern nud 
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i-Qaolat(3, lit up with pioveiog ej’oa, and Burmoimtcd by a lofty brow, 
not common in the Latin raco, and indicating the poaaossion of those 
finalities frnin which Boldiera arc shaped and heroes hewn, Hi9 
application was sucoesBfnl, and ho obtained au ensign’s couiniissioii 
in the (Ibu’e liegimenl, temporarily commanded by Major Leigh, an 
ollicer noted for his discipline. Joming his corps at Laiidrecies, 
lie Tioigue jiassod the next throe year.s cluefly in I’landors, until his 
regiment emharked for the Ihle of France, whare it remained for 
eighteen mouths haforo being ordered hack to Europe. 

During his stay in tho Irish Drigado Do Eoigne was noted for his 
professional zeal and gonoral good conduct, and in this fauioua corps 
aerpuirod tho intiinato knowledge of military affaire which proved of 
such osEential use to him in later life. But after some years' seiwieo 
hit! active and ambitions temperament grew di.sh6artened from want 
of encouragement ; promotion stagnated, and he found advaueomeut 
to the higher grades too slow for hia restless spirit. Ho never spared 
himself, but he expected a suitable reward for his exertions, Despite 
hia zeal and love for hi.s profession, Do Boigne was so far a mer- 
conary at heart that he recognised his sword was bis sole capital, and 
desired to invest it to tho host advantage. Love of money was 
strongly engrained in liis charaotor, and a subaltern’s pay in a 
foreign legion, aatiafiod him as little na a subaltern’s position. When, 
therefore, he ehancod to hoar of an opening for volunteer offioei's in 
the service of Bussia (then at war with tho Turks), De Boigne 
tlolomiinod to quit tlio Triali Brigade, and endeavour to advance hia 
fortunes nndev a new flag whore tho chances of active service 
wore assured, and the How of pwomotion promised to be more 
rapid. 

Eosigniug hia coinmisaion in the French sorvico in 177fl, Do Boigne 
proceeded to Turin, and ohtainodfrom tho Marquis D’Aignehlaiiche, 
tho Sardinian nsinislor, a letter of recoininondatiou to Admiral 
Oiioff, who commanded tho Bussiau ibreos in the Grecian Arclu- 
pelago, BqiTiiqied with this, he started for the seal of war, and made 
his way to I’aros, where he presented himself before the Admiral, who, 
with the qniek poroeplion of a commander accustomed to read character, 
was fiivonrahly impressed with Do Boigne’a appearance, and appointed 
him to a captaincy in a Greek regiment in the service of the Empress 
Catherine. 

But Fato ordained that Do Boigne’s career of aotiva seiwieo should 
bo of short duration. After a few weeks his rogimont was employed 
in an attack on the island of Tonodos, at the mouth of the Darda- 
nellosi. Tho expodition was ill-conealYod and ill-esaented, and mot 

2 
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with a disastrous defeat at the lianda of the Turkish garrison, by 
whom Do lioigne, one of tho few survivors of tho light, was iiiaclo 
prisonor. 

As an infidel and a captive of war in tho liands of tho Moslem ho 
received but scant cousidoration. One account says ho was scut to 
Kcio, whore ha languished six months in prison till the war toriuinalcd. 
Pnit another authority glvos tho following somewhat apocrypliiil 
but picLuresqna version of his advonturo.s during the next throe yoais. 
After being taken prisoner ho was sent to Conslantinoplo, and thoro 
sold as a slave for fifty dollara, and for a tiino employed in a menial 
capacity, being actually pet to how wood and draw water for his 
master’s liousohold. During this period ho managed to communicalo 
with his parents, who arranged for his ransom. On regaining hia 
freedom ho made his way to St. Petersburg to jiross his claims for 
consideration after tho hardships he had suffered in tho Eussian 
service. After some little waiting ho sucooeded m obtaining a pre- 
sentation to the Bmpiesa Gathcriuo, who lislonod graciously and with 
interest to the story of his slavery at Oonstanlinoplo, and is said, to 
have predicted a career for him. To oompoiiBato for his misfor- 
tune she bestowed on him a commission as major in her army, and 
the war with the Tiuks being at an end, lio was posted to a 
regiment doing duty on tho sorrth-westorn frontier of Bupsia, whovo 
he was not long afterwards selected for tho oomiuand of an escort 
cletaehecl to attend Lord Percy, a son of the Dnko of Northumber- 
land, on a tour through tho islands of tho Grecian Archipelago. 
De Boigne quickly ingratiated himself with this nobleman. In 
the OQursB of their travels they touched at Smyrna, 'whoro .Do 
Boigne chanced to meet some Buropeau merchants lately roLurnod 
from tho East, whose dazzling descriptions of India, and tho prospoots 
it held out to military advouturers so faseinatod him that lie deter- 
mined to visit the country. This inlontion ho communicated to Lord 
Percy, who furnished him with a letter of introduction to WaiTon 
Hastings, the Governor of Bengal, 

While considering the best way to carry his design, into execution, 
tho idea occurred to De Boigne of making the journey to India over- 
land, by way of the Caspian Sea, Tartaiy, and Kashmir, It was a 
boldly conceived onterpriso, and worthy of his adventurous spirit. 
Eeturning to St. Petersburg ho solicited an audienoo with the 
Empress, and laid hia proposition before her. Tho project was ono 
that appealed to a sovereign who was always ready to encourage 
travel and exploration, more especially in those countries which 
Peter the Great had indicated in his will as indi.spen sable objects of 
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fntiiTo acquieitiou by Bussia. The Emproes accorclocl her coaintenance 
to the scheme, and it is interesting to note that, twelve years 
later, when the relations between Russia and England threatened a 
rupture, sho ojderc'd her ministers to obtain all available information 
cenceruiug the actual rnnto suggested by Do ISoigno, with a view to 
invading India by an advance in that direction. 

Such is one version of Do Roigno’s adventures during this pieriod, 
Imt another account nioroly state.s that after his cap)tnre by tho Tiirlis 
he was oonfiuod for sevou inonlhs at Scio, until tho ond of the war, 
which DVGut liberated him, hut stoppiod his promotion ; that he then 
resigned tho sorvico of Russia and embarked for Smyrna, whoro ho 
mot certain English traders lately returned from the Bast, who 
described India as a veiitahlo piolitieal chaos, but withal so marvellous 
a country that, listoniug to them. Do Boigue felt all the fantastic 
dreams of his youth revive, and was inspired to go there and soaroli 
for fortune, 

There is nothing iuoompjalihlo in tho two versions, and they both 
bring tho iiairativa to the same point at Aleppo, where De Boigne 
found himself about the year 1777, and joined a caravan starting for 
Baghdad. Unfortunately Turkey was at war with Persia, and the 
anus of tho former having recently sull’ered some eerioua reverses, 
tho districts through which the oaravau would have to travel were 
rondorod unsafe by the presence of marauding hodiea of Persian 
cavalry, and the loader of tho expedition, fearing capture, deeidod 
shortly after starting, to ahaudon tho proposed journey and return to 
Aleppo. 

Undeterred by this inauspicious beginning, De Boigne determined 
to roach India by some other route, and sot sail for Alexandria. But 
misfortune still dogged his piath, for tho vessel that carried him was 
wrecked at the mouth of tho Nile, and ho found himself a castaway 
on the inhospitahlo shores of Egypt. He was rescued by a hand of 
Arabs, from whom ho oxpootod the iuhumauiliy of treatment they 
wore generally credited with exorcising ; hut it appeared that, how- 
ever pitiless they might be in plundering tho rich, they wore pre- 
cluded by their notions of honour from oiipressing the needy, and, so 
far from ill-troating Do Boigue, they succoured him most charitably, 
and assisted him to roach Grand Cairo. 

Hero ho mot hia old acquaintance Lord Percy, who introduced 
him to Mr, George Baldwin, the British Consul, through whoso 
kindness Bo Boigne obtained a passage in a ooimtry ship to Madras, 
by way of tho Bed Sea. He was also furnished with lottora of intro- 
duction to Major Sydenham, the Town-major of Port St. George, 
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whoro he liuulcd in January, 1778, jiiRl after Sir Thomafl Ihiiubokl 
had aRsninod the government of tUo Prosidonoy. 

Do Boigno was at this time a young man of twenty-Bovon years of 
age, ten of which, had hoon spent in military service and foreign 
travel. And yet lie was not so worldly who but that bn ovpcotod to 
find the famous pagoda tree flourisliiug, whose branches required 
only to be rhakou to ensnro the dropping of liioir golden fruit, lie 
had come to acquire w'oalth, but he hooii leaint that poverty and want 
existed in the East as well as riches and luxury. IViir had reccmily 
been declared betweou Itnghiiid and France, and Sir TTector Miinro 
was engaged ill laying siogo to Fondichorry. ft was an iimuapicious 
moment lor an ex-oflioer of the Frcneli soryioo to soolc his fortune in 
an English dopeudency. Slouth after month passed by, and Do Boigno 
waited for the prel'ormeul that did not eojuo. IIis sloudor stock of 
money gradually melted away, and at last, in order to procure tho 
uoOQSsaries of life, ho was eoinpollod to give lossous in fonoing— an 
art in whioli ho was higlily prollcicnt. 

That he was very poor, that ho was very dialrcssed, and that ho wa.s 
greatly dialioartonod,ia confirmoil by bis aoooptanco sliortly afterwards 
of au ensign’s couimisaion in tho fith Tlogirnont of kladras Native 
Infantry. Thi.s lio obtained through tho good olhocfi of Major Syd(Ui- 
ham, who fonnd moans to ovoi'como tho soruploa of tiio Govnrnor. 1 1 
]iaa boon suggoalod that by ontoriiig tho British sorvioo Do Boigno 
desired to disarm snspioiou as to hia political relations with the Bn.4Hian 
Government, and that this slop offered tho most ollicaeions method of 
doing so. But this theory may be dismissed, for there is little doubt 
but Biat it was poverty alone wbich compelled this ex-captaiu of the 
Irish Brigade and ex-major of the Eussian army to don tho miilbrm 
of a subaltern in a regiment of Madras Native Infantry, and swear 
allegiance to a Company of merchant advontnrors. 

For nearly two years Do Boigno continued in this station, and, but 
for a fortunate accident, might have ended as well as begun his Indian 
oareor as a Company’s ensign. His regiment was attached to Oolunel 
Baillie’a force at Gautur in Boptembar, 1780, when Do Boigue 
happened to bo detached on escort duty to convoy up a supply of grain 
from Madras. During Iris absonco Colonel Baillio was surrounded by 
the Mysore army, under Tipn'i Sahib, the son of Haidar All, and after a 
bravo, but hopeless, resistance, during which the greater portion of 
his force was cut to i)ieoeB, obligocl to surrendor, 

J nst about this time Lord Macartney succeeded Sir Thomas Eumbold 
as Govomor of Madras, and, after tho disaster of Gasrtur, offered 
De Boigne an appoiirtment in his body-guard It is not ijUFobablo 
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UuU cliu'iug tbo next, tlu'ou years Do Doignu loarut many parliculara 
conoorniug tbo Dreiiob military adveiiturers in tbo sorvioo of Mysore, 
for llio (icetis of those .Free Laiieos of Caruatio miisl liavc boon topics 
of conuaon conversation. Amongst them wore niiiiiy able oliicer.s 
not nnworlby sneoesBurs to Dnp)lcix, Jin-ssy, La llonrdoiiiiaiB, Lally, 
and Law. Lally, it may bo noted, bad served in Dillon's Itogiinout 
in tbo Irish Brigade. Aided by tbo condition of the times, and tbo 
cironmstmiGOB of the country, thoEo military adveuturora attainetl sub- 
stantial, and, in many cases, lucrative, commands in the servioo of 
Haidar Ali, and were struggling to keep in oxistenoo the French 
inllucuoo in Southern India. 

iSefin'O many monlb.s liad pa.ssed Do Doigno came to the oouelnsion 
that tho Madras Native Army dangled no charms for a soldier of 
fortune. On tbo contrary, it confirmed his repmgiiancc for aprogros&ive 
sorvicQ. ThofiO were tho days of groy-lioadod omsigus and veteran liou- 
toiiautH, to tvhoui promotion could never como. Money, not merit, eom- 
inandod stopiB, audDo I5oigiie’,s prospects wore tbo more bopoless because 
he laboured uudor tho disadvantage of alien birth, which was a bar to 
his advaueemaut. Yot all thi.s time ho was constantly reminded of 
the pospibilitioB tho country oll'ored to men of ability and enturpriKO, 
for but a low leagues distant there were Frenchmen— who, in Europe, 
imibt have sahitod him rospeolfully — onjoyiug iinmonse powers, dignity 
and wealth in a servicG that was greedy to receive all European apipli- 
eauts who would fight against the English. 

Tlio rcsignatiou Do Boigue decided on was aoooloratod by two 
incidents, tho one arising out of tho other. A ohargo was pirelerrcd 
against him of taking uiicluo iiherties with tho wife of a brotlior ollioer, 
and alLhougli the aocusatioa was uufouiidod, and ho was honourably 
aoipuittod by a court-martial, tho circumslaueo led Lord Maeartiioy to 
refuse Do Boigne’s application for an adjutancy, and confer tho 
appoiutmout on an officer of junior slauding. ’Whoroupon .Do JJoigno 
threw up his commission. This induced tho Governor to inquire 
moro clearly into the matter, and lie wa.s soon convinced that Do 
'Boigne had boon harshly tveatod. Anxious now to repair the un- 
witting injustice, ho professed himsolC ready to sanction the appoint- 
ment, but Do Boigue had mado up his mind to leave tho Company’s 
service, and docUued to withdraw his papers. Tjord Macartney was 
thorolbrO obliged to iicoopt bis rosigiuitioii, but to testify bis kindly 
feeling, ho jirovldcul bun with a letter of rocommcndatioii to Warren 
Hastings at Galoulta. 

Captain Edward Moor, in his “Narrative of Little’s Expodilion,’’ 
gives another version of the reason that led to Do Doigne’s departure 
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from MailraK. According to this writer he was disminsod from the 
BGi'vioo for a trivial offeiico “ hy the ovei’grown authority of the Civil 
Xiower; ” but it matters little whether ho rc.sigiiod velnntarily or of 
iicGGssily. Tn 178‘i he arrived at Calcutta, where a Iciud-hoartod rosi- 
dout of hort William — an iulimate friend of Ca])tain Mooi'— took him 
by the liancl, and fiiruishod him with credit to a voiy uoiiHidcrable 
amount, which ouahlcd him early in the foUowing year to sot out on 
his journey to Uxipor India. 

Meanwhile Do Boigiie x>roaentod his lottors of iiitrodnctieu li’om 
Tjord Percy aud Lord Macarhicy to Warren ilastiugs. Tlioso Bccured 
him a courteous rocoxitioii, aud Lo confidod to the Govoruor-Ooiioral 
his intention of endeavouring to make his way to Euroxio overland. 
The holduess of the design interested Hastings, who could apjirooiato 
outerpriso in all its forms, and ho provided Do Eoigiio with letters to 
the British agents in India, and also to the Nawiib Wazior of Ondh, 
which assured the recipient great xiocuniary advantages, sinee it was 
the custom of the Native Courts of India to bestow valuable KJiilntu, 
or xn'OBQnts of honour, on all xiorsons rocommendod by friomlly powers. 
Tills to a traveller of Do Boiguo’.s narrow oircnmBtancos wa.s a niattor 
of imiucnso iinporlalioo. 

Early in 1783, after a short stay in Calcutta, Do Boiguo proceeded 
to Luoknow, and waited upon Mr. Middleton, the English ]{o,4idout 
at the Court of Oudh, and in the conrso of time was rcooived in 
audiouco by the Nawab Wiw.ir, and honoured with a vidnablo KJiihit 
and letters of crodit on Kabul and Kandahar for Es.l2,0IH). Tho 
Khilui Do Boigue immediately Hold for 11.3.4,000, and being tliUK 
provided with the necessary moans, settled down at Lucknow lo study 
the languages for five inonthe, and to prepare a suitable oixuipiuout 
for liis journey through Central Asia. During tliis time he made the 
acquaintance of General Claude Martino, a remarkable advontnror, 
who held a post of tho highest conlidenco in tho Nawiib's Court, aud 
with whom ho formed a friendshix) that lasted until Martino’s death, 
sixteen years later. 

In August Major James Brown, an ollioer doiiulod hy Warren 
Hastings on a mission to the Emperor Hliah 'Alam, was starting for 
Delhi, his object being to discover the designs that tho Midiratla J’rinee 
Madhoji Biudhia had formed in regard to the Mughal Empire. .Uu 
Doigno decided lo acoompariy Major Brown, but a few days after leaving 
Lucknow, tho march of the mission was iirrested by the intrigues of 
tho turbulent nobles of the Court of Delhi, who, having long shico 
reduced their sovereign to a state of impotonoo, wore very averse to 
oreign inlerferonce, and especially dreaded the arrival of tho British 
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Ambassador. la consoqnoneo of which they look aaoa.sui'c.s to iujpudo 
Major Jjvowu’m proKresa ; lint Do Boigno proascd on, and mado his 
way lo Bcllii, whoi'o ho .arrived lownrda tbo ond of llio moiiUi. 

Tlio Biiipor'or’s War.Lr, or priiuo luiuislor, Mirart, Shafi, bohig absent 
from the c.apital on an cxpicdilion against llio .hits at Agra, J)e Ihiigno 
found it iinpoHsiblo to obtain an andiouco with yiiiili ’Alam, and 
doc'itlod to pirocood towards Agra, wlioro Mirzil yiiafi was encampicd. 
Jhifc when Iho latter lioard that tlio travolier had boon in Major fh’owii's 
iniHsiou, his fears were aroiisoil and ho suspected Do Boigno of Binistor 
designs. IIo thoreforo aocordod him the coldest rccepdion (for Mirzii, 
^vas at this time intrigning with Madhqji Sindhia), and refused to 
compdy with his applioatioii for assistaueo on his journey towards the 
west. 

Not far from tlio Wazir’s catapi lay the army of Madhoji Biudhia, 
wlio was engaged in an invasion of the territory of the Etlua of Gohad, 
and tho Riogo of tho fortroRs of Gwalior. Madhoji was one of tho 
most powerful oliioH) of tho groat Mar.Uhfi Confederation, and nitnolicd 
to his Court, in tlie quality of British Kosidout, was Mr. James Ander- 
son. Aw Ream as this goutloman hoard of Do Boigno’s arrival in tho 
iioiglihourhood ho aakod him lo visit his camp, and, hopeless of ohtain- 
lug any assistaiioo from Mirsi'i Shaft, Do Boigue gladly aoooptod the 
invitation. But now, in turn, Madlioji’s suapiicioiis wore aroused by the 
advent of this stranger, who had been ftrst in tho entourago of Major 
Brown, next at Doilii, llion in tho camp of the Wazlr, and was finally 
coming to Mr, Andorsoii. It socmed impossihlo that such a sequence 
of visits could bo aUogotlior iiiuocent in their natnro. The ro-occiipa- 
tioii of Delhi, which tho Marathas had been forced to evacuate after the 
battle of Bauipat, was the object of Sindhia’s present ambition, whilst 
the Qiicroaclimcnit of the British power excited his koonest joalouay, 
Uiidor tho-so circuuistauoos Madhoji was particularly anxious to dis- 
cover the real character of tho suspiieious wanderer, who was moving 
from camp to camp in a way that suggested intrigue. To obtain 
this information lie had recourse to the usual Maratliii expedient of 
craft, and employed one of tho gangs of roLbors, with which tho 
coiniLry was infested, and whoso dexterity in theft was beyond descrip- 
tion, lo steal De Boiguo'a baggage during his march to Mr. Aiidorson’s 
cariq), hoping to discover in it letters or orGclontials that would explain 
tho rocont niovomonts or ultimate designs of their owner. His plot 
WHS successful, and when Dq Boigue reached his destination he reported 
that all liiff property h.atl boon plundorod on tho march. 

Mr. Anderson’s rosoiitment was aroused at this indignity offered to 
his guest, and ho demanded tho restoration of the stolen baggage. A 
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I'ow days aflorwai'dfi it waa all lirouglit in, willi tlio o';('(‘j)lion <if llin 
letters of recomtueiulafion and credit. 'J'liow) wore lu'vor givi'n ii|), 
allliongli every prossnro was Lronglit to boar to fiOeui-e Ihei]' reoovi'ry. 

Tlio lo&a of In's money and papers was a fatal blow to Do lioigiio’s 
solromofi of travel and exploration. Without nicaiin or erodonlial.s lie 
conld not hope to pierce tiro unsettled and disturbed distviets that lay 
botwoon Hindustan and Itnaaia, and lie had no other resouree.s on 
which to fall hack. ’Without friond.s, without employment, a atraugor 
in a strange land, and ponuiloss to hoot, all that was loft to liiin was 
his sword, his talent, and his determination. 

It was of course open to him to rolurn to Calcutta, and Mr. Ander- 
Hoii would have couaidered it a duty to arrange for Iris journey thither. 
Bnt this was a poor and ignoininions retreat out of his diUiculties, 
and one that could not counnend itself to a man of Du Jloigne’.s 
character and ambition. The spirit of adveuturo was ijiiiek within 
him, and he scorned surrender. Ho felt lio was on the threshold of 
an arena where groat achiovciuouts wore poasiblo. Vivid in bin 
memory was the roeollootion of the French Holdiors of fortune in 
Southern India, who.se Biicccs.so.s afforded an o.xamplo of the atlalii- 
mont possible to uiou fitted lor military command, if they once oblaiiiod 
the oonfidonco of the native princes. lu.stauceB of similai Bueoetis were 
around him: Sombre’'' and kledoo, Martino and Bangstur, i’auly and 
Baoiu’s were adventurers who had commanded, or wove at the present 
moment commanding, small discipliuod corps iu the Horvioe of 
neigUbomiug rulers. Hero ho was, in the coutro, of Hiudnstau, 
amidst oontondiug intoroata and warlike piooploa, each ('agor to over- 
come the other. To the north lay Delhi, with its Mughal pojmlalum 
nurtured in conquest for centimes past; to the west dwelt the iiajpiils, 
a warrior nation, the hr.'ivosl and most chivalron.s in all India; clo.so 
at hand wore the Jats, staunch and .sturdy soldiers, who had recently 
won their iudopoudenco ; whilst to the southward strolehed Ihe groiit 
Mai-atlid Doininion, with its Confederated princes, whose spears had 
glistened at the gates of Lahore, until the Alidali , carrying the oroficent 
from the north, hurled Ihoni hack to within their own boundaries from 
the held of Ih'uilpal. 

War was iu the hearts of all the, so autugouistie races, whom rapine 
rnlod, and who.se prof'es.sion was plunder and pillngo. Yet they were 
utterly wanting in the seienco of war. They relied on tlio Htrerpith of 
oouuLLoss muubers, or, at host, on the advantage of surprise by swill 
advance or safety ]iy ra]nd roU'ent. H'hey fought with the ponderous 
club, ■whoso very unwieldiuess earned ite blows astray, not with the 
Forthla, and all subaecpiout lessor advoiiturors iiieulionod, i,ee Appendix, 
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imiiiod wliiuli llio liuarl uIuuiHt bolbro iL.s Uirualj wiis 

SiCOii. 'riiftii' riniiioH worn viial aiuiUitiidos, iiiiposhiblu Lo iiiriiiiiuivro, 
Kiilijool 1,0 ill-iU’mod, iiiid ii,bhotul.«Iy wUlioiil, iliHcipIiiio. TIio 

bi'iiUi ]io\voi' wa.a Uici’c, l)ul U was WiiHlod by i'casoii of Llio ifiiicu'iiuco 
Hull, could nol (lirool, or coulrol it. Itu proyor orgiinlHiitiou opened 
out to Do lloigUQ (I, fipUmdid liidd for liifi tiiloiita. In tlio strife and 
Hcraiuldo for tlio wrcoli of '.I'aiuiiir’a I'liupiro, a soldier's sword, supported 
by European intolli;|eiico, was a aulHoienl capital. 

Do Doigiio bad already sorveil three luastora, and was no novice in 
the art of KwoariiiH' allogianco. llis fortnuos had never been at so low 
an ohb as they were at l.lus niomoiiL, when ho found himself derelict 
in tlio centre ol' lliiiduBtaii. IIo was, in truth, a castaway, whoso 
condition mi^jlit have awakened comiiiisoratioii in the coldest hroiist. 
Dut heroin lay his opportunity. L'Voui the lowlinoss of his boginniiii,' 
luu.st ho luoasurcd the lioif'ht of Iiin attaiumont. ITo was to prove the 
rosultuiitoriiiH own works, and boforo accompanying him on his ciiroor 
lo his uUiuuiLu huocuhr, it is well to note this point from which ho 
started. 1 1 war. one hedged about with novel and singular dilliciilties 
and dangers; hut they could not veil from his oyos Lho possihilitieH 
lujyond, To a uuui of Ids Hploiidid Kpirit aud tiroJoKS porsovenuieo 
(ibhtacloH Wore hut the stojipiug stonos lo an ond. That voyager 
BiiucoiidH in life whoso oyon aro /Ixoil, not on the troubkal waters that 
iutervurni, 1ml on llio harbour ho desires lo reach, it was so with 
Do Doig'uo. IJc felt that, at last, ]i is career was in his own hands, 
and with sijimrod shonlderH and roBolulo luieu ho faced tho i'ntnro Ibat 
lay boforo liim. Doug ago, as a boy, bo had dreiiiuud of glory and 
gruatncHs; but now lho reality of his life was dawnnig, and .it was 
doidiuod to carry him fur beyond “ tho utmost further run” of youth’s 
imagination. 
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1784 - 1788 . 

T he value of European tlircetion and tlisciplino iu nativo warfiiro 
began Lo l)o acknowledged by the rrincoa of Upper India aboui 
the middle of llie eiglifcponth century. The Navvabs of Eojignl and 
Oudb, tbo Hajalia of lUjimlana, Ibo Jat clucfs of Agra and ISliarl.pur, 
and tbo Imperial Court of Dolbi itficlf, all oinploycd from liuio to tiuio 
the Hor vices of several French, and a fow Engliali, militavy ad von- 
turo's, who found their way westward or nortliward from Oalontta or 
ilio Oariiatio, and sold their swords to tho higliost bidder, Goncral 
Claude Martino, of Lucknow, could have lohl I)o lloiguo nuiny stirring 
and romantic liistoric.s, that can never bo known now, of Etirop^^tiil 
soldiers of fortune who drilled tho troops and loti to battle llio arinioH 
of alien races, inspiring tliom with confidence and courage, and toachiug 
thorn how to fight fields and win victorios. Amongst those daring 
men wore persons of birth, education, and approved oliaracter, who, 
from various causes, expatriated thenisclves, and ontcrod tho services 
of the Native Courts. ,Sonic from dis.salisfaelion with Ihoir prospoels, 
others — men of loss rcapectabilily— from caprice or more unworthy 
motives; a fow were driven to this form of banisluuent by reason 
of their nooossitina or pecuniary embarrassments, whilst iiiiuiy wore 
actuated by a spirit of pure adventure, without any aim except a 
desire to w'hi distinction iu fresh field, s, and riso to a pro-ominomx) 
denied them iu their own country. 

Of this cosmopolitan company two or three achieved high rank and 
position at the Courts they seiwod, cither through their own abililicft 
or under favour of fortune. Eut the majority were men of inferior 
moral calibre, who proved unable to resist the tomplaliona arou-ud 
them, and succumhed to the notorious vices of the East. Having once 
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ijivou vviiy I/O (lobiumlicry aud iimuorality, llioy soon loll into tlio lowo.st 
Htato of (lo^i'iulatiaii, dor-fpisotl by tho poi-y poopla they bait imrposed to 
toacdi. 

IliKloiy lias roooi'dnd tlio good and bad dnodf, of only a few of tlioso 
cai'ly Bnroixsau pionoors in fTindnstan. Jb-oiu tiuio to time tlioiv 
iiaiuoH Jlil aoi'ow-: ilK pagea iu dcaidtoi-y transit, to bo too often dia- 
niiascd witli porfunctory conininnt or coiitciiiptuoua unconcern. Even 
lliQ onrront liloraturo of Llioir day ignoro.a tliom, and one may aoarcb 
page aftor pago of ooiitomporanoons lustory without gleaning more 
than tliG baldcat fuels concoruing men whoso outor^msoa deserved a 
fuller rocoguition, and who in tliia move civiliv.od and oalmoi' ago would 
have boon acclaimed horoos of no connnou clay. 

Nono of thoao oarly aoldiors of fortuno, who Borvod in the armies of 
Dolhij I/ucknow, Agra, and ilongal, loft any pormauont mark upon the 
history of Ihoir timoa. Homo of them wore locally sncooaafnl, and won 
hatUoa fiff thoir sovoral innstora, but iheir victories wore isolated in- 
oidontH loading to no substantial aasartiou of power. Tlio doctrine of 
the liigbost bidder govornod their actions whonovor ilioy attained to 
any temporary importance, and counteracted sustained ollort iu one 
dii'octkni. It was loft to Do .iloigno, not only to inaugurate more 
perfect systcins of disoiplino aud superior tnothodfl of warfare', but to 
show how loyalty to a singlo cause could raise it up to Buproniacy. 
Ills gouins and his constancy created a douiiuiDu sucJi as thobo who 
preceded him never dreamt of, aud his career presenl.B a contrast to, 
rather than a cempavifion with, the careers of the Military Adveuturora 
who e.stabliBhcd thomsolvos in Upper India previous to the period in 
which ho nourished. 

When Do Boigno joined Mr. Anderson’s camp, Madhoji Sindlua was 
engaged iu the roduotion of Gwalior. This slrougbold liad boon in 
the possoKsiou of Iho Marathim, hut was captured from thorn by the 
Ungli.sh during tho late war, and made over to Chattra Sing, the Dima 
of Qohad, a Jiit chieftain who had created an independent principality 
for himself on the ruius of Mughal decadouoo. Tho Ilaiia had been 
aasistod by a Eroiielnuau nauiod Modoc, from whom, by a spooies of 
trauriaetiou peculiar to those days, ho piu'oha.sod a battalion of dis- 
oijdinod infantry. In ITHT tho command of this hattaliou was in the 
hands of a yeotchman namod Saiig.ytor. It consisted of one thousand 
disciplined men, and a rospcotahlo train of artillery, aud was partially 
ottloorod by Europeans, one of them being an IHsbinan named Thomaa 
Logge, tho boro of a marvoUonsly adventurous life. But this single 
battalion was not strong enough to cope with Madhoji Sindhia’s 
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iuiiuGiiMO Waiiillia iioriles iuvestiiif^ Uwiilioi', tlio aio^o ol' vvlilcli place 
it liacl Ijcon nualjle Lo raise. 

Do Doigiio, Kiuartiu" under a scuso of rc.soiiLiiiont at the robbery ho 
laid RUfitainocl, detormiiiod to olTer his sword Lo 8mdliia’,s ouoniy, the 
liana of Ooliad. Ilut instead of eudcavoiiring to oulor tlio service as 
an oflioor under Sanffstorj lio sjrarncd Kucli luimblo moans to an end, 
and boldly proposed to raise an indoiieudent and lunch larger J'oreo of 
bis own. A single battalion would not suit tbo ambition of tins 
vagrant advcntni'er, wlioso prido was not broken by bis poverty. Ilo 
aspired to tbo immodiato ooinuiand of a brigade of fivo regiinonts. lb 
is impoKsiblo not to admire tbo cool audacity wbicli from tbo iloj)lbH 
of recent disaster conld doliberaloly ask for an iidvanoo of a lakh of 
rupees (£12,500) lo create an army. This was the actual proposition 
Do Doigne made to Chaltra Sing, rindcrtaking in return to j'ceruit live 
thousand mou at Dellii, Jaiimr, Oobad, and cl.sowbcro, and willuil 
80 secretly and expeditiously a.s not to arouso Kuspicioji uniil bo was 
in a position to act in ooujimctiou with SangHtcr, and relievo tlio 
beloaguorod fort of Gwalior. 

Tile propoual was an imperial ouc. Liil Do Doigno bad miboumlod 
boliel ill liimseir, and did not licbilato to foi'iiiulalo it, even tliongli it 
aliould bring him into direct conflict with tlio might of llio SlanUlia 
P'mpiro, which at tliis time was the doiuiiuinl power in India. A 
lakh of rupees was all ho reqnired. Dut, alast for the littloiiosH of 
liiunaii naturo and the economy of regal iniiuis, il, wiiH over tliiu 
iiiiKorablc banblo the schoiiio was wrecked. CliatLra iding wain a 
]U'udent and Ihriftj' potentate. Ilo rnistruslcd tlio ontlnihiaatic but 
unknown stranger, and docliuod lo coulhlo so largo a 8Uiu to bis care. 
But this did not iirovont tbo practical prince from turning tbo incident 
to bis adviiulagc, by cansiiig circumstantial details of it to bo circu- 
lated, so that they might reach .Shulhia’s oars, and iiitimidale him. 
Tlio information wa,s soon currout in the JIaraUia camp, and not 
unnaturally oxcitod Madhoji’s enmity agaiusl Do lloigno. But at Lho 
same time il discovered tho daring and cuterpriso of a man who could 
conceive such an audacious schomo, and marked him as oiio of moi'O 
than average ability. 

This ropulse instead of discouragmg Do lloigno atirrud him to fresh 
endeavour, for his persovoranco was au dogged as his ambition wus 
aspiring. There were other onomies of Hiiidhia to lio appeakul to, 
and first and foremost Tarlab King, lho Itajali of Jaipur, who wan 
jealously watching the inovoments of tlio Mariltlnl armies, ready, in 
bis desho to restrain them witliiii llicir own bonndarios, to lake tho 
field at any moment. To this priuco Do Buigiie now addrossod 
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liiuisclf, iiiiil )iin i)i'(ipnniils woro favnnmlily rocoivnil, NojiofcliUiona 
followDil, ftiul Iki wiiK eiiKagoil iil ii miliiry ]!s,2,0U() a jnouUi Id miso 
iuul LliKoljiliiio a cDUiilo of baUiilious of roiiultti' iul'iiiilry, 

IJo Ijoifino a(, oiico wraitd l,o 'WitiTOii IliiatiiiKK, ainjiuiiiUiii" Mm of 
Ma {,'00(1 I'ovLiiiio. Wild, liar lio ditl so from lucu'o oxulionmco of saiis- 
fadiun, or from a soimo of duly, it is flifficnll. lo say. I’ossibly ho was 
inilnoucuil by Iho ciiTUiiiBlimco of liis bavin/' belli a floumvi.s.sinu in 
tbo Company’.^ army, or bo may biivn cousiiloroil tbal as bo bad 
started from linnf'sliii pnrsuil of a (ixod purposo, for llie fiirtboraiieo of 
wbieb bo luid voeoivod (irodontiiils from Ibo Oovornor-Gonoral, it was 
rigbl, now llial, bis ori»iim) plan was abiuidoiuul, to comiimnicato tbo 
fact. Unlbrtnnaldy liis lot.toi' was official in ibrni, and was road at 
the mcoling of tbo JJongal (Jouuoil, wboBo faotions lUBiubors novor 
HOgicefed an opportimity of opposing tiio ffovonior-Gouoral; and tlioy 
immodiatoly oxproB.sod disapproval of a J!luropomi,a jjroffyi! of Warren 
Ilaslirigs, ouloriug ibo sorvioo of uativo princes. This opinion was 
ipiito in koopiug with ibo potty prcjndicos of tbo /loriod, wboii “intor- 
lopors ” wore rogardud wltli only ono dogroo loss snspicion than 
ioafoi'H croato at tbo prosout day. It rosnlted in an order for Do 
Boigno to I'oturu to Oalontta immodiatoly. 

Do Boigno voooivod tliis just as ho wa.s cnlciing on bis new task, 
and it i.s to Ins credit tlint lio at ouco obeyed, and started for Bengal 
Ilia proupit ooniplianoo so pleased Warren Hastings, tliat aftor expla- 
nations iiad boon loiiderod, ho porinitlod Do Boigno to aoeoiiipauy 
him to Lnoknow, wliithor lie was going, and from thouoo to return 
to .Taipur Lo resume his ongagoment. But moaiiwhilo the treaty ol 
S.'dbyo had boon ratified, and this changed Bartab Bing’s policy, and 
ho dispouBod with Do Boigno’s Bcrvioos, salving the disappointment 
with a solatium of lis..l(),00(), with which the latter returned to Delhi, 
whorb ho found his friend. Major Brown. 

Little did. the Jaipur ruler suspect what a disastrous effeot upou his 
future fortunes was to follow this decision, or he would novor have 
ponuitted tho dojiarturo from his sorvioo of a mau who was to become 
his .scourge aud dictator in tho future. It is idle to speoulato upon 
the what-inight-lmve-lieona of liislory, yet it is indisputable that, but 
for tho failure of Do Boigne’s negotiations with Ohattra Sing aud 
I’ai't/ib Sing, ho would have been arrayed in the field of battlo against 
Madlioji Siudhia, instead of on his sido, and this ciroumatanco must, 
in all human probability, havo ohaugod the course of Central .and 
Upper Indian history for tlio next twenty years. 

During these transactions Madhoji Sindhia had been obser- 
vant of tho man whoso papers he had stolen, and of whose 
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outoi’pi'iso lie rooeivod Bucli constant prool's, and so high was tlio 
opinion he conceived of his capacity that ho carno to llio con- 
clusion it would he hetter to scciiro his services for hhusolf. In the 
recent war with the htngli&h Sindhia had loaiut thu value of dis- 
ciplined iufautvy. '['wien within a fortnight his army of tJd,0(lO 
cavalry liad been attacked and dispersed liy Oolonol (loddiird at llio 
head of a foroo of 'I.OHh Ih'ilisli troopis, whilst Oaiilaiii I’ophani, by his 
hiilliant capture ol (iwalior, had prov'cd liow nnich could ho achieved 
hy Hepoya well trained and heroically led. Tins Manitha, aniiics of 
this period mustered no infantry at all, and Sindliia detoriuinod to 
raise a foroo of this nriu. llo tlioroforo made advancos to Jlo 
Uoigiio tlirough Mr. Aiulorson, and iiivitod tho man, who hail so 
deliberately sought to lioard him, to ontcr his service. 

With such splendid prospocts ns were now openod out to him, Do 
.Boigne could aftord to forgot all injiirios and bury all animositiiis, 
and ho aocoptod the offor without any hesitation. And horo a short 
digression is necessary to explain tho political sitnatiou in Upper 
India at tho time wlieu Do Doigne entered the service of Madhoji 
Sindhia. 

In this year, 1781, tho Empire of tho Mnghal was tottering to its 
fall. Ib had, indeed, virtually conaod to exist twonty-two years pn'e- 
viously, when 'Alanigir II, was mnrdorod, for Shah ’Alam, who suc- 
ceeded him, was iiovor anything but a more symbol of soveroignty, 
now paraded by oiio minister in powov, now hy auothoi', as his patent of 
authority, Moauwliilo tho Maratha ]iowor was fa.st recovering from 
tho shook its prestige had sustained at I’anipat, and undor the genius 
of Madhoji Smdliia reasaortiug its iuflueuoo at Delhi, Madhoji had 
good cause to romomber PAuipat, for a wound received in that battle 
left him a cripple for lifo. Siuco that ineinorablo day ho had boon 
associated with Taki'iji Ilolkar in consolidating tlio hfarAtha power 
in tho great province of Mahva, whoso govenimont they shared 
equally, and preparing to recover the Bupremaey of lUndnstau. I'on 
years after Panlpat the two chiefs placed 8hah 'Alam on tlio throne 
of Delhi, from which he had been drivou by tho Abdali, Eight years 
later war broke out with tho Buglish, and they wore obliged to 
withdraw their forces southward to protoot tlioir own tenilorios. 
During this campaign, which lasted from 177S) to 1782, Madhnji’s 
fortunes rose and fell, and rose again, until they were finally estab- 
lished by the treaty of Salhye, which recognised his iiidopendcnoe, 
raised him to the head of the conl'ederated MarAthA princes, who 
acknowledged the Poshwa of Poouah as their suzerain, and loft him 
a free hand to deal with the wroek of tho Mughal Empire as he willed. 
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Tlio I'Oiid wan now cloai' for tho fuUllmeiil of those ambitiouR 
designs against Delhi, which liacl boeii iiitoiTiiptod by lalo events. 
Since the witlidi'awiil ot tho M'luutluii jii'eteetion from. Sluih 'Alam, 
the capital had become n. pi'oy to iiittinial ijnari'olfi aivil joalousios, 
which redneod it to a slalo el absohito aiiarohy. It was a period 
wlieii groat political and tomtorial changCB wore on tho fojn’s, and llio 
hlmpcroi-’K (loniinions, torn by dissonsioiia, soomod to oonrt iuvawon. 
Mndhoji only waited a favourable opportunity to advance, whilst 
behind him orouebod tho enorinouB power of the ManUha nation. 
To bo asfiociatod with sucli a prince at sucli a time was to won fortuna 
by hor most oortain path. 

Do lioiguo was so ns.Rociatod, and how wall ho used liis oppor- 
tunities those piagos will allompl to uhow, Tho ooinmission ho 
rooeivod from Mudhqjl was to raise two battalions of disciplined 
iaianlry, with a suitahlo complcmout of artillery. lie was to rooeive 
eight rnpoos a nioutli for oaoh soldior in tho forco, and his own pay 
was fixed at Jls.l,00Q pior moiisom. Tho battalions woro to ooncist 
of 850 men oaoh, and to bo formed as nearly as p)os,siblo upon the 
linos of tUosQ in tho Oompauy’a aorvioo, with similar aoooutrements, 
avnis, and disoiplino. In shoiT, tho corps was ono calculated to 
give fair scope to Do Boigno’a powers of organisation and his military 
ability. 

In 1781 Do Boigno began this task with oharcioteristic energy, 
lloornita soon flocked to lua enlisting contros, for in such warlike 
tiuioa, and amongst such warlike races, soldiers wore an abnndimt 
roady-monoy commodity. IIo fixed tlio pay ol a Sepoy at five and a 
half rnpoos per monsom, tlms leaving a suflioiont surplusago from 
which to offer attractive induoomonts to Enropoan oilicors to join his 
standard. SangsLor was ono of the first to do so, having recently left 
the Bana of G chad's sorvioo on that ohiof submission to Siudliia. 
Tho Scotchman was a man of considorablo ingonuity, and skilful 
in tho art of casting cannon, and Do Boigne appointed him snper- 
intendonl Of his atsoual, wlioro ho was soon busy turning out 
oxcollont artillery and small arms. Another offioor was John IIos- 
sing, a Dutchman by nationality, and a gallant man by naturo. Ho 
ooninianded one of the battalions, and a Eronoliman named Eramoat 
tho other. 

During the time ho was engaged in raising his corps Do Eoigns’s 
energy was inexhaustible, and in vivid contrast to the senanal indo- 
lonco which too frequently oharnoterisod the military advonturors of 
tho period. From morning to midnight he was continuously at work, 
superintending every detail of the now force, Ho examined and 
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passed recruits, drilled Ibo raw levies, oi'tiaiiisod the ('ouipiiiiios iiiid 
divisions, and solocted and appointed Ibo native oJllcoi's, Ainonffst 
otbera who offered their sorvicos about this timo aviis a eortaiu 
Itobilla, named Amir Klian, whom Do lloi^uio rejected bocaiifio of 
bis yoiitli. It was not often tb.it bo was at f/uilfc in seleetiiicf ids 
native subnvdinatoa, but in Ibis iustauco bo failed to detect the uiovilB 
of the applioiiut ; for Aiiiir Kli.in roao to an mninonno wbicli, in 
comparison, was tus f;veat as that altaiiicd by llio Hiiropoan who 
declined bis eervieea. As soon as bis nnialeri-oll was fidl Do I’nieno 
turned bis attention to snecoedinp; delaiia, cboo.sitif.; Ilin nniforina, 
deciding on the accontroment.s and ariuainont, and providing ii 
suitable equipment for field sorvico. ITo never Piiared iLiiaself, Imt 
grappled with tbo work bo b.ad uudert.aken stronuouRly and oid.liu- 
siastieally. The result was that in less than livo mouths bo bad 
brought into readiness for active sorvico two oxcollont battalions of 
regular infantry. Tho.s6 only who have had oxporieuoo of tho interior 
Boononiy of a native state, which iiowatlays is but a rcdloodion (d’ the 
chaos existing in India a hundred years .ago, eau form an idea of tho 
magnitude of the worlc acconipli.shotl by Do Jloigno within this short 
space of timo. 

As soon as his new-lledgod battalions wore ready to lake the field, 
Mndhoji Sindbia ordered them to join the army of Appa h'handi Ilao, 
one of his leading generals, who was engaged in the subjugation of 
Bundelkhand. Appa’s force consisted solely of cavalry, that being 
tbo only arm of sorvioe engaged in tbo predatory system of warfare 
which the Marathas affected. There was at first a in-ojudioo, amount- 
ing to a contempt, displayed towards Do l!oignG’.s now lialtnlioim, 1ml 
this did not prevent him from making thoir value felt ; and when tlio 
siege of Kahnjar, a strong fortress a fow miloa south of Allahabad, 
was undertaken, the whole bmut of the attack devolved upon bis 
infantry and artillei'y, who distiuguisbod thomsolvo.s so signally Uial 
Iboy evoked tbo highest tribute of praise from Appa Kbaiuli Ib'io. 

But the Bundelkhand campaign was brought to a pvomaturo cIoho 
by events at Delhi. Madlioji Sindbia had long been watching Ibe 
dissensions in progress at the Court of Shah 'Alam, whieb onlminatod 
in tbo assassination of two successive Wazirs. Paralysed by tbo 
diffioulties around him, and after vainly scokiug holp from tho 
English, the luckless Emperor appiealed in his oxtroniity to tho 
Maratha irrinco to subdue bis mutinous nobles and seat him in 
seom-ity on tbo throne of his forefathers. 

This was the opportunity Madhoji had so long dosirod, Tfe at onco 
crossed the Ohomhal Eiver, which formed tho nortliern boundary of 
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liiG ManUbil ilomimons, aud joinucl the Binperor aL Agfa ia Octobor, 
178-1, and early in llie following year escorted him back to UelliL, 
froui which be had been forced l,o lly. Some of the robelhoiia nobles 
evaouatod the city on his approach, and others submitted, and in 
January, 1785, the unhappy monarch wars once more elevated to tlie 
regal stale, if not the sovereign piowcr, of Emperor of Hindustan. 

'I’lio jion'or remained in Sindhin’s hands, for he was the master of the 
situation. In his gratitude Shah 'Alani desired to invest his deliverer 
with the title and dignity of Ainir-nl-Umrah, or Chief of the Nobles, 
but thi.s lionour was declined. The titular distinction was not accom- 
pianied by eorre.spondiug practical advantages, and the empty leader- 
ship of such a factious aristocracy was to he avoided rather than 
accepted. The crafty Hindu prince — a groat soldier, but a greater 
statesman — hail other objects in view than the impossible post of 
keeper of a kfuhannnadan emperor’s unruly kin. With a sycoplnintic 
assumption of humility, which he always carried to excess thronghout 
life, Madhoji decliiiod all honours for himself, but for his suzerain, 
the i'oshwa, who was nominally the vassal of Delhi, he requested the 
dignity of Vakil-i-klutliiq, or supremo deputy of the Emperor, a post 
wliioh carried with it paramount authority. This was accorded by 
yiiah ’Alam, who thus signed away his regal power. As a natural 
consBipxotioo Madhoji, the Peshwa’s local ropresontativu, assumed the 
oflice, and with it the control, of the Imperial army, the sole 
luaohmo of govermnont in Oriental politics. Soon afterwards the 
chief ooinmand of it was conferred on hhu as a personal distinction, 

Hindustan was now in Biudhia’H hands. His arms and his diplomacy 
had made him its mustor. The rich Mughal districts in the Doiib, a 
fertile tract of country hetweeu the Gauges and Jumiia, soon sur- 
rendered with the fortresses of Aligarh aud Agra. On the fall of 
the latter, regarded as the key of lluidusfcau, the Doceau Hindu was 
paramount lord of the Mughal Empire. 

But Eortnue had been too lavish with hei' favours. In his career of 
compiest Madhoji Sindhia was aided by circumstances too fortuitouB 
to be permanently relied iipou. The ancient aristocracy of Delhi, 
awed into submission at first by his masterly advance, and the weak- 
ness of their own internal chaos, began to foregather and recover 
spirit. Sindhia’s necessity, possibly his cupidity, could not resist the 
temptation of sequestrating the estates of the loading nobles, and thus, 
to the intolerable insult of a desi'ised infidel being placed in command 
over them, was added tlie positive injury of the loss of their property. 
Misfortune made them kin, and they determined to sink for a time all 
then* private onmitios, and concert measures to expel the invader. To 
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wliicb 011(1 Uioy onloroil into coinmuiiioatioiiK willi tlio Jtajiilis oi Jaipur 
and JoJhpiu', in Eiijputaiia, to wlioiu tlioy propotiod an alliance, atirt 
those priucoa, mindful of tho heavy oxactiona they conliimally huf- 
fored as tributaries of the Mariithas, timiod a favourable car to their 
overtiiroR. 

Directly Madhoji Sindhia lieard of this combiniilion he dotoruiincd 
to anticipate its action. The Itajputs had loiif; been noiuiiial vassals 
of the Empire, and seizing on this as a pretext, ho called upon thwn, in 
his capacity of Valill-i-Mntlnq, for piaymcnt of tribute. Tho doniand 
was only partially obeyed, and in order to cuforoo it, Madhoji prepared 
to load tho Imperial army against tho rebels. 

Dut Hindhia’s power now showed the iiuatablo basis on which it 
was biiildod. Ilia woaknoss lay, not in hLa will, bnt in his weapon. 
Tho Impiorinl army was nooossarily tho inatrumont of his purpose, l)ul 
it was offioerod by those very uoblos who had eiitorod into iutrigno.'! 
with the enemy, and its ranks filled with their own iiovfsonal follow- 
ing. It was obviously unsafe for Madhoji to place hiinsolf in the 
power of such a force. In order, tlioroforo, tb Rtronglheu Ins hands, 
he recalled tho army of Buudolkhaud, and, on being joined by Appa 
Khandi Itao aud Do Boigno, set out for llajputaua early in tho year 
1787. 

Near the village of Lalsiit, some miles to tho Houth-oast of Jaipur, 
tho allied forces of tho Ilajput princes were found drawn up for battle, 
The uutruBtwovthinesB of the Imperial army soon cliBOOvered itself, 
for two of the leading generals at once went over to Pivrtab fling, 
taking with them all theh troops. Their names wore Mnhammad 
Bog Damadani, and his nephew, Ismail Beg, who was destined to 
i become one of Madhoji’s most redoubtable foQ.s for tho next seven 
years. 

This early example of treachery created a spirit of mutiny amongst 
tile Mnghal soldiery, whoso Bymi)athie8 wore naturally with tluj de- 
serters, and tho aBp)eot of affairs soon became tliroatoning. In this 
dilemma Madhoji was compelled to avail himself of lhat do.spovato 
panacea for internal trouble — action. He determined to give battle 
before there was time for any further dosortious to take place, trusting 
to fortune for victory, aud knowing that halting indecision always 
sides with the stronger party. 

Accordingly he disposed his army for attack, and gave the order to 
advance. On the left De Boiguo’s battalions were stationed, and tho 
right was entrusted to tho Mardthti Cavalry, both supporting, or more 
probably coercing, the Imperial army in tho centre. Tho Itajput 
princes at once accepted battle, and the action began. At the very 
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out&el Muliammoil Bog IIama(Tn,m was killed by a caunoii-shot, which 
so (lishoai’tened his trooxis that they began to retreat, and it seemed 
as thongh the day was lost. But at this juncture Ismail Bog came to 
the rescue. Rallying his imelo’a wavering soldiery ho placed himself 
at their head and charged the Mahratta Cavalry with such impetuous 
gallantry that he drove them back in disorder. 

Observing tbis, the Chief of Riah, one of the Bnija of Jodhpur’s 
generals, was encouraged to advance, and collecting his 10,000 Eathor 
Cavalry, led thorn against Sindhia’s left wing, where only Bo Boigne, 
with his little body of infantry, stood to oiiposo him, 

Tho EiUhors of Jodhpur were tho very flower of Rajput bravery, 
and celebrated tliroughout Hindustan for their splendid courage and 
tlioir handsome mien. They wore a warrior clan whose past aohiova- 
luent had marked them out as tho first and finest of all the fighting 
races of tho East, and won for them the proud distinction of being 
without fear. 

As they oaine within sight of Do Boigne’s two Ijatfcaliona, di'awn up 
roady to rooaivo them, they converged upon the little band, rending 
the air with fioroe and exulting shouts of anticipated victory. Their 
flags flauutod in the breeze, tho sunshine glistened on their plumed 
helmets and chain armour, and their swords and spears flaslied aloft 
as they thnudored over tho sun-haked plain. Never yet in the history 
of battle hud footmen dared to oppose tho might of Marwdr mounted 
for the fray, and when tho Chief of Eiali saw the oompaet formation, 
steady a.s tho stouo,s around, awaiting his onslaught, he determined 
to punish this insolence of courage. 

It was a terrible baptism of battle for Do BoigJie's youug battalions. 
Armies had molted and dispensed before these on charging warriors, 
who soemod as if they had but to rido over to annihilate tho little 
sgnaro that held its place and awaited tho shock with spilendid courage. 
In tho midst of Ins men rode Do Boigne, calm and fearless. He had 
formed them into a liollow syuaro (a formation IVoUington and Quatro 
Bas wore to make famous in after years), with his guus hidden from 
view in the ooutro. Not for a moment was Jiis pj’Osenco of mind dis- 
turbed, aud as he issued his orders and completed his dispMsitions, his 
confident hearing gave his incii that sense of security which Asiatics 
have ever derived from tho presence and co-operation of European 
loadei's. 

Nearer and nearer ciimo tho advancing squadrons, until the supireme 
moment arrived aud only a few paces intervened. Then tho word of 
command rang out, and with tho precision of tho parade ground, De 
Boigue's front lino fell back behind the guns, which, before tho 
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amazed R.Uhoi’s could realize wliat the luovoiiicut his'iiilied, boleiuul 
out a mui'doroUR disoliai'se ol grape into their ranks. 

The huge uioviug ma&s staggcroil at the shock, hnfc, curried forward 
by its own impetu.s, completed its charge. IXcickloss ol' oveiylliing 
e.Ycept the honour of the day, the .sons of SLirvviir rode to tlio caiition.s' 
muzzles, outthig down the giiimcrs as they served their pioOBS, and 
attempting to break into the centre ol the .stiihhorti H(|Uiiro, Toi’ 
a few seconds all was iuextricahlo confuBion; thou, as the smoke 
cleared away, high above the roar of battle, the word of coimmind 
rang out again, and from nearly two tlioirsaud muskets, at clo.scst 
quarters, a dcath-doaling volley was directed ag.iiusl the UiUhor ranks. 

Their lior.ses refused to face the awful shoot of tlaino Lluit Hashed 
out and strowod the held with corpse.s of men and boasts ; and ridor- 
loaa steeds, stampeding back in terror through the main body, added 
to its confusion. Do Boigno’s military instinct soizod Ibo doriaivc 
moment, and the advance was Bounded. It was tlio turning-point of 
the fight. The enemy wero rallying for a second charge, iufuriided at 
the insult of a repulse from iiifaiilry. But helin-o they could I'oforni 
Be Boigue and his battaliou.s wore on tliom. Again the ilamos llasliod 
forth in the vor.y I'aeos of the horses, and like liglAuing Iroin tlio 
heavens above dealt death and dismay. Tlie despised infantry eould 
not only resist, it could attack I A rovolation burst upon these 
warriors of the West, and before that small diBciplinod force the 
chivalry of Bsijputana wavered and broke, till linally, like driven 
cattle, they streamed out in flight, conquered by tho genius, the reso- 
lution, and intrepidity of a Eingle man. 

It needed but a general advance of the Imperial army to complete 
the victory assured by the valour of Be Boiguo’s corps. I'hu Mughal 
centre was ordered to follow in pursuit, hut intrigue and troaoliory 
had been at work, and they refused to stir. And so the enemy made 
good their retreat, and Be Boigue found that tlio heroism of his men 
had been expeirded in vain, and that tho hlooil so freely shed on 
Laladt’s plain liad been sacrificed to the accomqdishmont of au empty 
victory. 

Two days later Sindhia prepared to renew tho battle, but oven 
as he was forming his lino, tho whole of the Imperial army, by a 
voltofaca intligonous to Asiatic soil, passed over to the enemy) taking 
with them eighty pieces of canuou. Do Boigne’s indignation was 
aroused beyond endurance as ho saw the Mughal dosoiLors luincliiug 
away witli drums heating and flags flying. Oalloping up to yiudhia 
he asked pormissiorr to charge them with the Maratlui. Cavalry, 1ml 
Madlioji with a more prudent appreciation of tlie danger tJieir defoc- 
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tion iiivdlveil, preferred the doctrine of (ILscretioii and deeiilod tn leave 
til 0111 alone. 

There was iiolliiiig loft but to retire, for the Mar.UIui, troops could 
not hope to resi.st the ovor.sw'ollen ranks of tins onciuy. The danger 
was ciitioal, but it .served to bring into operation all Madlioji's finest 
f[ualitioH of fortitude and resource. A lino of retreat to Ulwar was 
quickly decided upon .and the iiiarcli cominencotl, the defence of the 
rear being entrusted to Do lloignc. Ismail lleg at ouoo pirepared to 
follow, but Ills Dajput allies, having .s.atisfaclorily a.sserted their exemp- 
tion from tribute, and recovered their lost provinoe of Ajmir (ivliioh 
the lilariUbas were obliged to abandon), dooliued to take up annllier's 
quarrel and withdrew Into their own territories. The Mughal noble, 
colloctiiig all the oavaliy bo could muster, follorvod in pursuit of the 
rotroating enemy with the intention of destroying them, but in this lie 
was foiled by Do Boigno, who proved himsoif as slcilful a general in 
retreat as he had been in notion, and -witli his two battalion.s siiccess- 
tully defended the roar of Bindhia’s army for eight days, meeting and 
repulsing every atlaok made by Ismail Dog, uutil Ulwar was reached 
and rofugo found within its walls. 

Tho Mughal uohlo now rolinqui.sbod the pursuit, and made bis way 
to Agra, and shortly nflorwards kfadhoji Sindhia, convinced that he 
could no longer hold Iliudualan, collected his vanquiBhod forces, and 
crossing tlio Cbamlnil, foil back upon flie fortresH of Gwalior, whence 
ho wiuto urgent letters to tho I'osliwa at Poonah to spud roinforce- 
monts to aid in rotiioviug this tronioiidouB disaater to Maratlii'i 
pvastigo. 

Jloanwhilo Ismail Bog, in his design to vooover Delhi, found 
himself forostnllod by a Itobilbi chief named rduib'un Kiulir, who had 
soiiied the opportunity afforded by tlio distracted state of affairs in 
Upper India, and tho dofoncolcsa oondition of the capital, to drive 
out tho Mariitlni garri.son and take possc.ssiou of it. TJie only in- 
dividual who attempted to oppose him was the Begum Somiu, who 
had Bucceedod lo tho command of tlio regular ti'oops her late husband 
raised; but although .sho dispilaycd great courage and spirit she was 
obliged to retire. Olnilam Kfidir uext captured Aligarh, whereupon 
Ismi'ul Bog, finding the Afghan mastoi' of the .situation, and not 
feeling strong enough lo oprpoBo him, made overtures for an allianoe, 
offering to .sharo with him all the oomjneats their joint forces might 
offeet; and Ihoss terms being accepted, a pilan was formed for the 
immedinto recovery of Hie Mughal DoAb provinces from the Mariltluis. 

The capture of Aligarh was soon followed by that of tho Burronndiug 
distrietB. This accomplished, the two chiefs were able to conoentrato 
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tlieir forces ou tUo siege of Agra, Sintlhia’s solo reuiaining sfroiiKbold 
ill HiiKliislan, but hero a Ktnbboni rosislanco was opposed to them 
liy a Brahmin named Lakwa Baila, oiio of tho bravest and host of tlio 
Maratlia ge.norals, and a promiueut figure iu tho liistory of tlio country 
fur tho next liftoGU years. 

With the Iitipcrial city wrestod from him, the Doab l’)-nvincoa iost, 
Aligarli captured, and Agra closely iuve.stcd, tho fortunes of liladlioji 
Siudhia wore iudoed dark. After liis briof blazo of triiunpli, he had 
iu 0110 short campaign lost nearl.y overythiug hi.s arms had pi'Oviously 
won, and now found himself apparently further off tlinn ever from the 
attainment of his amhitiou. His army was beaten and dispirited, and 
he had proved as weak in holding Ilindn.stan as ho had boon bold iu 
.seizing it. I'or some mouths ho romidned at Gwalior, auxiously 
awaiting help from tho Doecan ; hut it was a far cry from tho 
Chambal to Poonah. Not only many leagues, but many joalousies 
intorvBiied. Pooiiah polities wore directed by a crafty ISraluniu 
named Niina FaruaviR, who has hoou donomiualod tho Maohuivcdli 
of tho MariUlu'i Tliupiro. lie had loug been hostile to Hindhia, whose 
euoriiious and growing power .aroused mistrust, and Imd no di/Ilcnlly 
in persuading tho Pordiwii that his vasRal of Djjaiu wa.s aiming at tho 
establishment of an iiulepondcnt kingdom for liimself. Beneath tho 
cloak of servility, under which Sindhia always disguised his intentions, 
thoro existed designs of the most imperial nature. In his oxcoss of 
humility he called himself a Patel, or vilhigo mayor, and vowed that 
to eai-ry hia luaator, tho Poshwa’s, slipper.s was Ida liereditary duly ; 
hut under this artihoial assumption of modesty there lurked far- 
reachiug aims and amliitions. Nana Parnavia was aware of this, and 
in the hour of Siudhia’s need, doomed it the wisoat policy to witlihold 
assistanco. To the urgent appeaks for reinforcomonls rojjlicR of 
a temporising natiiro wero soul, and it soon bocaniG apparent to 
Sindhia that no help could ho expected from Poonah at present, and 
that he must depend upon his own exertions to re-eatahliah his slialam 
fortunes. 

The relief of Agra was of the first imporLanoo, iu order to scouro 
a base of operations for tho reconqnest of tlic lost territory, in 
proximity to this fortress lay tho country of tho Jsits, a low caste 
Hindu tribe, onginally from tho banka of the Indus, who possuBsod 
a tolerable army, which included a hatt.aliou of regular inl'autip' 
commanded by a Preuchman named Lostinoau. After his defeat at 
Lalsot, Madhoji, with diplomatic generosity, had made a virtue of 
necessity, and restored to tho Jata a eoiiBiderablo tract of torvitory 
and the fortvees of Dig, which had originally been ooiKjnered fronr 
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them. This paved tlio way for an alliaiicu wliioli lio now entered into 
witli tlinii' ruler, Eaiijit Sing. Calling in all his scattered detaeli- 
moLits, Sindliia ooucontratcd his army at Ehartpnr, where a junction 
was formed witli his now allies, and in the spring of 178K ho prepared 
to take Iho field again. 

Whoionpon Lsmail llcg and Ghiilam Kiidir raised the siege of 
Agra, and marched to oppose him, and on the 24th of April the two 
armies met at Chaksana, or Chaksn, about eight miles from Bhartpur. 
Siudhia'a troops wero commanded by Appa Khandi Eao and Eana 
Elian. The latter was a favourite officer, wlio had saved Madhoji’s life 
at Panipnt more than a quarter of a century before, in gratitude for 
which he had been raised to high military command, Although of 
humble birth Bana lilciiu proved himself worthy of the confidence 
reposed in him, and was moreover a very capable general. Appa 
Khaiidi Eao, as a reward for gallantry and enterprise, had recently 
obtained tho estates sociuestralod from Ismad Bog, but only to lose 
thorn by his luastor’a present reverse of fortune. lie Iiad every 
reason to desire Llio ro-ostablisliment of tho Maratba rule, and was 
enlrustod with tho chief command in this battle. In the disposition 
of ills forooB ho placed the Marathii, troops in the centre, supported on 
tho rigid by Do Boiguo’s battalions, and on the left by tlie Jfvt army 
and Lostinoau’is regular infantry. 

Tho action began with a heavy cannonade opened by Ismail Beg, 
and chielly dirooted against Do Boigue’s corps, in tho hopes of shaking 
the solidity of the phalanx which had so successfully resisted all attacks 
in tho bailie of Lalsot, and during the retroat to Ulwar. On the 
other wing Glmlihu Kadir, spurning such incidental aid, cliarged the 
Juts, and soon put all to flight, except Lo.stinmu’a infantry, who maiii- 
tainod their ground. Seeing the enemy’s left wing in retreat, and 
anticipating that thoir example might be contagious, Ismail Beg now 
suspended his artillery fire, and collecting his cavalry bore down upon 
Do Boigne. 

But tho same discipline and resolution which had saved the two 
battalions when tlioy stemmed the torrent of the Katlior charge 
auiiuatod them now. Ismail Bog’s onslaught was met with firmness 
and fui'tilude, and all his efforts failed to shake the square of trained 
men, who, standing shoulder to shoulder, proved themselves im- 
pervious to panic, and withhold their fire until thoir loader gave tho 
word of command. Then was repeated tho lesson of Lalsot ; a hail 
of bullets tore into the ranks of the enemy, and strewed tho ground 
with dead and wounded. Oahn disciplino again proved its suporiority 
over mad valour, and tho soionoo of war triumphed over the advantage 



40 


DE BOIONE. 


of uiimbei's. Before Do Boigna’B musketry lire the ]\rugluil squiiilronR 
fell bneli dazed and clocimatoil, and it ucodod but the iisKistiiuBe of tlio 
Maratlid Cavalry to socuro the day. But again I’ato snatched the 
laurels from the adv'eiituror’s gra.sp, for when the critical nionioiit 
arrived the Deccan warriors were not at liaud to cliargo. Do Boigno's 
and Leslineau’s infoutry aloiio Jiept the iiold, nntil rmsnpportod in tho 
unequal light, they were ohligod, after snstainiug heavy lo.sses, to full 
hack and seek shelter within tho walls of Bhartpur, whitlier thoir 
cowardly allies had preceded Ihom. 

The defeat of Chaksdua complclcs a cliapitor in De Boigiio’s career, 
for with it close.s the record of his military misfortunes. Tho signal 
persoual distinction with which ho emerged from tlio two disaHlroius 
battles recorded served to e.stahlish Ida reputation in a more sonsihlo 
degree lhau if ho had merely shared in a general victory. 1 lin gallatitry 
in action, his prcseuco of mind in crisis, and his resouroo iu roti’cat, 
marked him a.s a groat and gallant loader, and impressed his high 
merits on tho mind of Madhoji Sindliia, whilst tlm ordeal through 
which his young battalions had triumphantlj' passed, oomplotud tho 
confidenoo of his mou iu their cominaudcr, and in themsolvos. 



ClITAPTER III. 

TJIH IIATTr,]'; OF AORA. FOIiMA'I'ION OF TIIK FIKHT MUGADE, 

1788-1790. 

I MMEDIATFiliY aflor llicir victory at Cliaksana, tlisRon.'iionw broke 
ont botweoii rsimUl Jiof); aiicl Glinliim Kiidir, Tliovo was little in 
cominnn between iliom oxcniit tbeiv erood, Tlio foimor represented 
Mugbal I'nspoolability, wliilst tlio latter was an Aigbau adventurer, 
cmaR(adatecl ia bis youth, and vindictive and truculent by nature, who 
roproaeiitod a purely foroign oloiiient in Ilindnslan. Nows of the 
rpiarrol was convoyed to Siudbia, who learnt at tho sanio time that 
the Sikhs had made an incursion into Ghnlam Tvadir’s own territory 
of Saluu'iiupur. So ho swit a force to assist them, and this obliged 
the Eoliillii to proceed at ouco to tho protection of his property, whilst 
Isiuiiil l!eg returned to tho siogo of Agra, which still hold out under 
Lakwii, Diida. Taking advautiigo of thus division of the enemy’s 
forces, Riina Khan and Appa Khiindi Itao were encouraged to roBUino 
lliti olfonsivo, and niaroliod to tho roliof of Agra, which place they 
reached on tho 18th of Juno, 178B. 

It was tho height of tho hot. season, just befoj o the breaking of tlie 
monsoon rains, wlmn the healed air was like a furnace breath, and 
tho sun scorched witli the fiovconess of a liamo. The opposing 
armies wero drawjt up on a largo plain onlsido tlio city. Behind 
Ismail Bog’s camp flowod tho ri^-cr Jumna, it,s walor.s swollen by the 
malting of the Himalayan snows, To tho far right tho dasizling dome 
and hJouder ininarots of the T/tj roso in e.’cipiisilo synimotry over tho 
grave of MmnfaE-i-Mahal, a monument to tlie past glory of that 
empire which could raise such a 'monument to one of its guoaus. 
Behind the rod stone battloments of the beleagnerod fortress the 
gallant Lakwi'i Dada still held his own, and watched with anxious 
eyes the result of the coining contest that wan to decide, the fate of 
Ilindustan, It was an historical day, on which, for the last lime in 

« 
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tlie amials of tlin lionso of Taimtir, its army was to stand in liattlo 
array, fiffhtiug for the faitb against the great onernaebing power from 
the south, begotten ot its own overgrown cm])iro. 

A long anil desperate battle ensued. Around He Boigno’s baltaliona 
the strife raged fiercest. But Ills men wore veterans in warfare now, 
trained in tbo bard school of defeat, and met and repulsed each 
sncooeding charge, till tbo Mughal Cavalry reeled baclcwarda boalon. 
Then Do Boigue advanced, with serried ranks and compact I'urina- 
tiou, and before the sun had set Ismail Beg’s army was dispersed in 
full flight, its gnus abandoned, and its camp) givor over to flame and 
pillage. IVbon he saw the day was lo.st, the Mughal noble, who had 
been twice wounded, mounted a swift horse, and spurred to tbo ,Tunma. 
Plunging into its swollen waters, ho swam to the other side, and so 
made good his escape, whilst the remnants of his routed nmiy iJoeked 
in straggling hodios to Delhi. 

The battle of Agra was the most important and decisive that had 
taken place botwoen tiro two piartios engaged for many years. It 
e.’ctinguislied for over tire last flickering hopio of independence that 
remained to the Mughal, anti coinp)letcly established tlm ascondonoy 
of the Mariithiis. It assured tbo easy vocon(piio.st of the Doiib 
Pi'oviuoes, and made Madhqji Siudhia the undisputed master of 
Hindustan. That the success of the day was duo in the first degree 
to Be Boigue, every historian has admitted, and from this time forward 
the force which his genius had created, became a recognised ]iowor in 
the political history of the country, and the chief factor in framing its 
course during the next fifteen years. 

Ismfiil Bog fled at once to Grhulam lu'ulir’a camp, where an apparent 
reconciliation was effected between them. As soon as Shah 'Alam 
heard of the Maratha victory ho wrote to Madhoji Sindhia, throwing 
himself on his protection ; hut thi.s Icttor foil into tho hands of 
G-huIfim Kadir, who immediately proceeded to tho capital, where ho 
found tho gates closed ngain.st him. Corruption and troacliory soon 
opened them, and seizing tho person of the Buiporor, tho Ilohilla 
chief deposed him from power, and pilacod a youth named Bddnr 
Shall on the throne. He then sacked the palace, not even sjiaring tho 
ZeriHna, or women’s apartments ; but hoiug disappoinlod by finding 
loss than was expected, lie sent for Shah ’Alam and commanded him 
to disclose tho pilaoo where the concealed treasure was deposited. Tho 
niouaroh pleaded in vain that ho knew of none. Inllamcd by a con- 
tinued debauch, which had thrown him into a paro.'cysiu of rago, tho 
brutal Kohillii seized Shah ’Alam, who was an old man of nearly 
seventy years of ago, and throwing him to the ground, gouged out 
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his oyos with a (lagpior, liooillosfi of Llio holy but impotent protest that 
appoiilocl against tlio saorilpHO of destroying “ oyos which for a poriod 
of sixty years have boon assidnotisly mnployed in pornsing the sacred 
Koran.” J''or two months thi.s bloodthirsty ruffian continuod to hold 
sway in tho capital, during wliicU it bocamo the seoiio of the most 
biiiharmis atrocitii's and fonlcsl oxcossoa cfniseguoiit on his iuhnmun 
cfiorta to extort luonoy from the inmates of the piilaco. 

During this time Sladhoji Hindhia, with a snihnoncas that has been 
reprobated, halted at Gwalior awaiting the roiuforcomeuts from the 
Deccan, which were at length heiiig sent to him. It was not until 
throo inontha had elapsed that he ordoretl Eana Khan to march to 
Delhi. On tho approach ot this chief, Ghulam Ki'idir at once eva- 
cualfld tho capital, whilst IsmiiilBc", who had quarrelled with him over 
the spoils of tho palace, and wae further diegnsted by his brutal 
conduct, tendered his aubmisBion, and came over to the Mariithiis, who 
tool: possession of tho fort and city without tiring a shot. Do Boigno's 
liattalions wore entrusted with the charge of the eitadol, and tho blind 
emperor wins I'oloasod from con/inement, and soon afterwards, on 
Sindbia’s arrival, elevated for tho third time to bis unstable throne. 
'J'ho offico of Vakil i-Mirllnq was now couJirinod on the Peshwa, and 
tho deputyalup to Madhoji, whilst Isinilil Bog was rewarded with the 
territory of Ilaridna and llowari, whicdi ho was aout to administer. 

Ghuifim Kadir fled to Moornt, whither ho was pursued by Itiina IChfnr 
and Laetiaeau, 'J’ho city being surrounded and all supplies cut off, 
tJjo chief’s followora hocamo mntinou.s, and as a last resourco, he 
plaood himself at tho head of .JOO faithful cavalry, aiul one night made 
a sortie from tlio fort and exit hiti way through tho investing lines. lie 
would doixhtlcss havo xnado good his osca])0, hut for his horse falling 
into a well, h,y which tho chief was disabled, and his followers, un- 
aware of the acoidout, loft him behind. This lod to his capture, 
aud he was shortly afterwards shocliiugly mutilated, his body being 
dismondjoi'od, and his trmdr, whilst ho was yet alive, placed in a cage 
for tho purpose of being conveyed to Delhi. But death mercifully 
I'oleaRod from his sufferings ono who had never shown mercy to 
others. Ills saddle-bags, stuffed with valuable jewels looted from tho 
omperor’s palaoo and harom, fell into the bands of Destinean, wlio 
concoivod tho opportunity of reliroment from active sorviee too 
auspi cions to he neglected, and on his return to tho capital, drew 
a large sum of money for the pay of his troops, and then decamped 
to British territory, whilst his bilked batbilion relieved its feelings by 
breaking into nmtiny. 

J’he victorious termination of a long campaign that had opened so 
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disastrously, xu-oved beyond doubt tlie value of Do DoiKuo’s difioii)lined 
infantry, which had done so umoh towards rotrioviu" thu oarlior ro- 
vcrstis of the war. Tlieir comujander now began to pros.s Ids olaiiiifi 
for suitable recognition. In an army like Sindhia’s, a oorxis of il,0()0 
men counted as notliing, iiumoncally .si)oaking. They wore lost in 
the enormous multitudes of Maratba soldiery, and thoir leader preju- 
dieod by the iusignifieanco of tbeir numbers. Moreover, Do Doigno 
was subject to the control and authority of the native gonevala, aiul 
altbough lie saved thorn in defeat, and won tbeir victories for them, 
he still remained .subordinate to men for whom ho could not hut feel 
a pirofeesioual contempt and a racial supariority. Hia amour propre 
rebelled against a continuance of Iboso conditions, and the false xiosi- 
tioii they placed him in. It was customary to measure the merits of 
a military adventurer by his success, and to reward him in like ratio. 
It lias been observed that De Boigno was iuixiatiout of the slow pro- 
motion of a progi'c.ssive service ; but his present service was not ovou 
progressive, for liis command remained precisely the sanio now lus 
when ho was first appointed to it, although in the iulorval hia battalions 
had been iualrumental in saving Sindliia from aimibilation, and Jiad 
mainly liolped to restore to him a lost kingdom. One cannot wonder 
that De Boigno began to expect a reward ooimnensurato with the 
results ho had achieved, and propo.sed to Madhoji to augminil the two 
battalions into a Ml brigade of 10,000 meu-at-arma. In urging ilii.s 
he could point to the justilieation of ^la-st achiovomout, for fabkiU, 
Ohaksi'ina, and Agra wore credentials upon which almost any claim 
might liavo been based by one whose share in tlicni was as glorious it.s 
Do Boigne’a. 

It is difficult to understand why tHiidbia declined to nooeilo to this 
liropo.sal. Ho was fully aware of the value of Be Boiguc and liis two 
battalions, and that the honours of the victory of Agra belongod to 
them ; for not oven the jealou.sy that surrounded the lluropoan com- 
mander could hido his merits or depreciate his .success. I'osaildy it 
wa.s the circumstance of this jealousy that irdlucnccd Madhoji, who 
could not afford to quarrol with his countryman at this crisis. An 
acquiescence in Do Boigiio’s iiroposals would certainly Juivo raised up 
a lio.st of dangerous maleonltnls. The time was not appropriate for 
the introduction of such radical measures, for it was iniporativo for 
Sindltia to conciliate all hostile influeiiees and cousolidata liis pownr. 
Another substantial argument against the .suggested incroaso of llio 
force was its expense, for the chief wa.s gravely ombarra.ssod by pecu- 
niary difficulties, and the disturbed and dovaslatcd condition of the 
districts he had just reconriucred niado it impossiblo to collect any 
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rovouuQ -fi'oiu lliciu. Jjtolly, it iw uot uulilculy that thoi'o litif'oi'od in 
liib heart Home doo^)ly rooted ManUba jirejudLco in fiivoui' ui oaviilry ; 
lor allbongli hiH o\porienoo and obsorvatioii bad liuigld liim llio value 
of iLdaiit}'y, liu waa at thin tiuio a man cotiviucod iigaUist bis will. All 
these oansua operated H;>;ainst an buuiadiato consent to Do Doiglio’s 
BUggostioJi, and Jiladboji doolarod liiuisolf in favour of tbo oxistiiig 
ostabljsbiuuut and opposed to any augmontation. 

Wboioiipoii Do Ijoiguo, with tbo indopieudoncc of ohariictor bo bad 
often displayed boforo, tuiidcrod bis rosinjuatiou, and Siiidbia, not 
altogotbcr (hH[ilejisod at tbo opportunity of gi-atifyiug his own conutry- 
mou, accepted it. JJ nt tbora was no porsoual ill-fooling displayed or 
iU'oiiaod. Madbpji was oonscions tbat bo owed imiob to Do Doigno, 
wbo on bis part bad iinnnuorablo peonuiary favours to remomber. 
And so tbo jjrincc and liis geuorid jiarlod with frioiully complimouts 
and rogrots, that augured an oarly miiprochoiiejii ; and whilst tbo 
lornior sottlod bimaolf down to tbo consolidation of bis piowor in Hin- 
dustan, tbo latter dalorrninodto foraalto tbo bazardons paths of war, and 
dovoto biuisoir to tbo ouUivatioii of the quiet liokls of coinajorco. 

Loavhig Dolbi iii 1781) Do Doigiio procoodod to Lnclcuow, where lie 
was woloomod by bis old friend Claudo Marline, liy whoso advico be 
oiitercd into trade as a ololb and indigo morebant, ouibiU'king in tboso 
vmituros tlie very c(Ju&Ldorablc sum of money he had saved in 
foiudbia's service. IIo soon laid the foundation of a suocosKfiil and 
inorativo biusiuess, wbiob be continued to conduct after bo rosumod 
bis military earaor, utilising it hh ii moans ol' transmitting to Europe 
the largo fortune ho made in the East. 

But be was uot long pormiltod to puirsuo a ppaeefnl life atLuolcnow. 
Madboji Biudbia, having oetablisbod iiiiUBolC at Dolbi, and oomploted 
tbo suiijugiUiou ol tlio Doab, turned ins attonlion to army roform, and 
early in tbo year 1790, bogiin to introduce sovoral iunovations with the 
view ol making iris foreos bettor adap)tod fur tlio recpurewonls of the 
sorvicG on wiiicb tlioy woro now employoci. Amongst tbo first of 
tlioso was tbo oniihtmout of llajpmt and Mirliaminadan soldiers for 
garrison woiif, bis own counti-ymea being too indopondont by nature 
and too lawless by liabit to pjorform tiro duties of a standing army. 
Baloro long Sindliia's judgment convinced him that, however suitable 
ins hordes of cavalry miglit be for piredatory warfare, for ibe invasiou 
of countries and Uio sack of oilies, tboso objocts ouoo allaincd an 
infantry force wiis indispensable for tbo maintonanoe of a pormimeut 
OBonpatioii, wiiore fortresses hud to bo garrisoned, and large ooiitres of 
popnilatiou conlrollod. For aticb duties his wild lleooau liorsemeu, 
witli tboir impatience of restraint, and tlieir uTesistible craving for 
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pliitidei', wc-ro altogctber iiustiitod, and to dotaoli tlioiu for aoi'vico ot 
tins dcsoriptiou was almost tantiimonut to billettiug a paelc of wolves 
on a fold of sheep. 

Moreover, there was anotlier danger whieh began to maho ilscll 
apparent. Madhoji wa.s illegitimate by birth, and this tended to 
diminish lii.s iulluoiico with his countrymen, and afforded a handle lor 
his onomios, of whom he had many, to intrigue again, st him. Mnghals 
llobilla.s, Bajputs, and Jals, all resented his dominion at Delhi, and 
wore prepared to oppose him at every opportunity. But there wore 
more dangerous foes than these, for among.st hi.s own couutrymoii 
were many whose ho.stility was .scarcely veiled, and chief amongst 
them his great rival Takiiji Ilolkar, who was consumed with jealousy 
at Suidhia’a succoiss. In order therefore to slroiigthon hiiUKolf 
Madhoji determined to create a R2)ccial force, bound to him by the 
strongest tie.s possible, and more completely under bis control than 
his unruly Maratlias. 

Early in 171)0 ho sent au agent to Lucknow, to invite Do Boigno to 
return to hia service, and promising that the proposals originally uiiulo 
shoidd be accepted in every detail. De Boigno was discovered deeply 
immersed in bis new business; but ho was a soldier before ovorytliiug 
else, and the call to arms fell upon willing oars. A few days suflicoil 
to regulate his affairs at the Oudh capital, after which he aocompauied 
the Vakil back to Madhoji’s camp at Mattra. In a ninglo interview 
an understanding was arrived at, for the prince was liberal, the soldier 
not exacting, and both imbued with feelings of mutual oonlidouoo and 
esteem that had not been disturbed by anything in the past. 

The commission with winch Do Boigno was enlruslod was the 
creation of a Cainjioo or Brigade of ten battalions of infantry, with a 
suitable twain of cavalry and artilleiy, the whole to bo disciplined in 
the English stylo, find officered by Europeans. In the execution of 
this task he was left a p)orfectIy free hand. 

'Thus, after ton years of endeavour and porsovoriiucB, Do Boigno 
foimd himself with the means of aocomplishiiig tho object bo hud long 
desired, and empowered to create a force worthy of his ambition. 
The future was iio-w his own to make ; the materials I'Gduirod Imt the 
moulcling. With characteri.stic energy he sot to work carrying into 
execution the scheme whoso details he had so long oonsidorod and 
matiu’ed in his mind. Hi.s two battalions were still in Biudhia’s service, 
and formed the nucleus of Uio now brigade. BesLiucan’a regiment 
had been disbanded as a punishment for ilfi mutuiy, but, at Be Boiguo’s 
reipiest, the men were permitted to re-enlist. Thus there were at his 
disposal trained soldiers sufficient for three haltalions. The lemain* 
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ing Movon wore vaif-iod iti Uoliilkliaud, Oiulli, and Llio Doub with but 
littio didlcuUy, Tt was a timo of war and Imtllo, when Iho arts of 
peaoo had falloii inlo domioindo. Evory poasatil was poribrco a soldior, 
and every artinaii could wiold a Hworil. The iudncenioutH of regular 
pay and the anticipatioiiH of plunder wore irrosistihle altraolions to 
moil whose lives had boon spent in defending their properly or 
fighting for existence against tlie exactions of tyraiils and the incur- 
sions of invaders. 

The engagement of a staff of Euroiioau oflieors prosoiitod greater 
diffioulties ihau the eulislment of the men. Saiigstor was still in the 
service, and able to continue his work of casting cannon and mamifao- 
turing small arms, in both of which branches lie was an expert. 
During the next few years he supplied most of the ho.st artillery in 
Sindliia’s army, whilst his muskets, turned out at a coat of ten nipoes 
each, were far siijicrior to anything then in the hands of iho native 
])Owera, and almost equal in finish and durabilty to weaj)ons made in 
Europe. His arsenal was established at Agra, whicli Ibrtre.ss Sindhia 
assigned to Do Doigiio as a depot for liis ai'm.s and munitions of war. 

ErSmonl the Frcnclmaan and Ifossing the Hollander still remained 
in their original posts, and the former was now promoted to second in 
command of the Drigado. Of the other European offioors engaged at 
this time tlic names of at least six survive — Perron, Paours, Pedron, 
and llolian, all P'rouohmou ; and Sutherland and liobert.s, who were 
British Bubjocta. They were posted to tlie command of tlie diteeat 
battalions which were named after forts and cities, such as the Ujjaiu, 
Bnrhanpiu', Delhi, and Agra regiments. 

IVitli the assistance of those oliicors, De Boiguo rapidly organised 
lii.s Brigade, It consisted of ton battalions of infantry of 730 men 
each. Of these, seven, known as Telingas, were nniformod and 
aocontrod in the same way as the Company’s Sopioy regiments and 
armed with mu.sliots and bayonets. The other three, designated 
Najibs, were rooruitod from Pathaus, and at first oi'inod with match- 
lock, s, shields, and swords, but later on their efficiency was muoii 
increased by the substitution of bayonets for the latter. Those Nftjibs 
ivore Persian uniforms, and their matchlocks were of a new invention. 
All the infantry were exercised in the drill and manual aocorditig to 
the old English system of 1780, and although one nllra-patriotio his- 
torian avers that the word of command was given in Irish, it is agreed 
hy the majority of oommontators that English wn,'! the language in 
use. 

To iuoroase the mohility of the Brigade ,300 Mewatis, or irregular 
Boidioi'iS, were iiioorporntod, who performed the ordinary routine duties 
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of camp, Lliii.s leavin'' tljQ res'Jai' troops available for combalanl 
work. TUo cavalry consisted of COO regular liovsomon, calloil 
Trolcfiuniavs, ami Iho artillery of sixty piocc.s of ciumon, tbreo, six, 
ami twelve-ponmlers, willi a projiortion of liowilnors, all exccllonlly 
appointoil ami drawn by capital ciilUc. When broiiglit to its full 
Btrongtli tlie entiro brigade miinborod very nearly 10,000 mcu-at-tirniR, 
and Ibnueil a eouipaet, well-organised fighting nniclune, innuoasurably 
superior to any hitherto existing in the native slatoK of India. 

Do Uoigne was promoted to tho rank of Oonoral, and his pay, at 
fir.st fixed at Es.4,OOU per ineiiseiu, was Ruhse([UGutly raised to Ks. 10,000, 
and he enjoyed in addition nian.y other services of ouiolmnout. In 
his agroouiout witli Madhoji Siudhia he nnido but two stipulations ; 
one that he should never ho called on to carry arms against tho 
English, the other that his troops should ho regularly paid, lloroin 
he showed his wisdom. The history of all previous military advou- 
turers employed by native priuces pointed one moral, and that was 
the failure that invariably attended uupmictunlity in paying tho mon. 
Eastern potentates were as poor in their pecuniary porfurmauocs, as 
they were prodigal iu their preliminary promises, and Madhoji Siudhia 
was no exoeptiou to tlic rulo. Ho had a roluotanoo to, aniouutiug to 
a positive horror of, parting with hard casli from lus treasury, JJo 
Boigue was a prudent man, especially in monoy matters, and recog- 
nised tliat silver was tho sole power tliat could control a mereonary 
army, and that ;vitliout a fixed and certain revenue it was idle to 
attempt the establishment of a sorviceablo force. Ho Ihorofore iusisted 
upon a sound financial arrangoinont for the upleoep of his Brigade, 
and Sindlna whose prejudices did not include indirect disbursomonts, 
made over to Do Uoigne a Jaidad or military assigumout of territory, 
tlie revenues of wbich were to lie dovolod to tire oxpotisos of tho oorpa. 
This system of assigning land for tho payment of troops was almost 
universal iu India, whore districts wore always apportioned to tho 
native duel's and generals for the upkeep of their troop.s. 

The Jaidad which Do Boigue received comprised a largo and rich 
tract of country iu the Doidr, and within its boundaries, he Was para- 
mount, exercising and enjoying sovereign rights and privilogefi. 'When 
he first assumed the administration of this province its rovouues 
amounted to sixteen lakhs of rupees a year (£';100,000) ; but by subso- 
(pient addition.s and good nianagemout tlio area was increased to fifty- 
two j(ier(7'ni«(t7j,s or districts, and the income to thirty lakhs, Do Uoigno’s 
civil administration was as snecessfnl, and, iu its way, as rtnnarhahlo 
as his military one. He introduced a system of order and regularity, 
adopted a fixed and eiputable scale of taxation, and created special 
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departments for collecting and chocking the same, hy the simple hnt 
efficacions expedient of two revonne ofiieoB, the aocouutB in one being 
kept in French, and in the other in Persian. By a firm, but just 
government he created confidence amongst the peasantry, and without 
liarassing or erpreozing them, drew from the laud larger and more 
punctually paid revenues than had over been obtained before. He 
was allowed a commission of 2 per cent, on all collections, and so 
excellent was his. administration that not only were his troops regu- 
larly and liberally paid, but his own private fortune was materially 
increased. 

Early in the summer of 1700 the Brigade was brought to its full 
strength and reported ready for service. This prompt accomplish- 
ment of a really great undertaking was due to Be Boigne’s indefatig- 
able exertions. Ills enthusiasm and energy were marvellous, and ho 
neither stopped nor rested until ho had completed his work. When 
at length everything was ready, and he pai'aded his new-formed army 
in review for the first time, prompted by a sentiment, that must touch 
all patriotic hearts, ho unfurled above it, in that wild and heathen 
spot, so far removed from his native land, the flag of his own country 
— the 'White Cross of Savoy. 

When Madhoji Smdhia inspected his new Brigade for the first time, 
he must have been struck with the contrast between it and his own. 
undisciplined Maratlia army. The Deccan soldiery of the last century 
were perhaps the most iiTQgular ruffians in all India. Every indi- 
vidual trooper assei bed his indep)cnd6noe and freedom from control; 
he was the proprietor of his hoi-se and arms, and whilst agreeing to 
give his services in return for a certain payment, ho did not consider 
it any part of the contract to imperil his property. Warfare, ho 
regarded, as a legitimate means of plundering, but as his steed and 
spear represented his entire capital, and oousliluted his solo claim to 
employment, he sedulously avoided all oonfiiet (which somewhat 
(ietraotod from his merits as a oomhatant), and preferred flight to 
fight on every occasion of danger. 

The camps of these immense armies of discreet, and yet, at timc.s, 
dashing warriors, were vast halting plaees, formed without any idea 
of order or regulai’ily, and covering extended tracts of ground. Every 
trooper slept with liis horse picketed beside him, and there were 
generally three camp followers to each fighting man. A teeming 
bazaar accompanied the armies in their lino of march, wherein all 
trades and professions of city life wore represented, and which in- 
eluded every aocessory of Asiatic civilisation from bevies of dancing 
girls to hands of iirofessiohal thieves, who plied their licensed callings 

4 
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nuclei' xu'ivilego of a trade tax. The mullitudos which a Mni'iitb.'i, 
prince loci to war consisted of a vast medley of eonglomorato olomonlR, 
as far removed in appearance from a military expedition as it is 
possible to couooive, and powerful only iu their overwhelming 
numbers, their wonderful cndiirauco, and tho almost inerediblo 
rapidil3^, with which they could move' from place to pdaoe, oithor lor 
attack or in retreat. 

De Boigno’s Brigade was tho very .antithesis of a Mai'i'itliii, array. 
It was ft Email, solid, compact, Blow-moviug body, in which obedionco 
and discipline wore tho guiding principles. Every military operation 
was carried out with preei.sion and routiuo ; tho men maroliocl and 
manreuvred in the methods that obtained m European armies, and in 
camp afforded a speetaolo of order and system that would have done 
credit to a Company’s Sepoy regiment. 

This result Intd not been accomplished without labour. De 
Boigne’s life was far from one of Oriental case and luxury. lie rose 
each morning with the sun, and until miduiglit devoted hinisolf to 
the muUifarious duties of bis position. Every day he inspooied his 
Kharlclinna, or arsenal, drilled his troops on parade, and issnod the 
orders of tho day. To the enlistment of recruits ho paid especial 
attention. The equipiueut and armament of bis force wore designed 
and provided by him, and he was bis own epartonnastor and 
adjutant general. Tlie medical department and ambulance service 
bad bis care, and both were arranged for. He never dologatod 
administrative clutio.s to subordinates, for be was a somowbat iiiorbiclly, 
independently man, wbo insisted on doing everything biinsolf, and 
distrusted the doputatiou of authority. Active and laborious to an 
astonishing degree, be seemed capable of performing tho work of half 
a dozen men, and his example infected those under him, with much 
of bis own energy and diligence. Before his zeal and daterminatlou 
to succeed, difficulties faded away, and apparent impossibilities 
became accomplished facts. The highly organised and disciplined 
army, of which this drat Bi'igade was the earnest, was a monument no 
less to bis military genius as a great soldier, than to his personal 
industry as an able administrator. 



OnAPTEE IV. 

THE BATTLES OF PATAN AND MEKTA. 

1700. 

'"pHEEE was soon work for tlio uew Brigailo. Madlioji's oH and 

-*■ redonbtalilo Giiomy, Ismiiil Beg, renonnced his allBgianoe, and 
having induced tho Elijahs of Jaipur and Jodhpur to assist hhn, 
appeared in arms in the Ajmir district. Siudhia, with his accustomed 
proforeuoo for intrigue, tried at first to corrupt the following of tho 
Mughal noble, bub failing iu tho attempt, detached an army from hi.s 
camp at Mafcira, under tho command of Lakwil Dadd and Do Boigne, 
to punish tho rebel and ernsh tho Ea,jpnt princes. 

They came upon the enemy noar Patau Tanwar, iu tho yhailchilwiiti 
country, on tho 20th of June, 1790. It has been stated that a 
soorot undorstandiug existed between Lakwd and Partdb Sing, by 
which the latter agreed to stand aloof diu'iug the fight on the condi- 
tion that his territoiy of Jaipur, adjoining the Marutlui boundaries, 
should not bo devastated. To this cause is attributed tho defeat of the 
famous Eathor Cavalry in a bloody and obstinate conflict, iu which 
Ismdil Beg and his Piithan horse behaved with signal gallantry, 
thrice charging through Do Boigno’e line and cutting down Lis 
artillery men at their guns. It was only the personal courage of tho 
general, and the staunohnese of his.troops, that .secured victory. There 
exists an authentic description of the battle, written by Do Boigne 
himself four days after it was fought, and which appeared in the Oal- 
ewtta Qanetio of the 22ud of July, 1790. It roads as foUows : — 

“ Extract of a Letter from Major De Boigne, 

“ Camp PAtan, June 34, 1790, 

“ Our various little skirinishos since tho severe cauuouado of 8th 
and 9th Baenmn,* are not, I hope, unltuown to you. I have often 

* Eamzan : the ninth Moharaniedan lunar month. The mouth of tho Fast, 

Cl 



52 


Dll! BOiaNB. 


triocl to liai-ass and Biiiin-iso tbo ouomy, but tbcir iwdni'ally strong and 
almost imjirogiiablo sitnafiou, added to tbcir very great Ruporiority in 
mnubeia, both in troops and artillery, rondored all my exertions 
fruitless. At last, tired ont willi vexation, I determined to maroli 
from our ground in tlireo columns, so as to form tlic lino from I, ho 
centre of each -with ease and celerity. In Unit way T advaneod to a 
little more (ban oannou-Hliot distance from tlio oiioiny, -vvliei'e 1 
formed luy litllo army, eousi.sting of two iine.s and a re, servo, tbo 
Mariitba, liorse in tbo roar and on our flanks. After waiting tbo Lost 
part of the day with impatient Iiopc.s to see tbom marching agaiiiHt 
tis, as they bad threatened ; at last, about throe o’clock', a few 
MariUbfi horses began to skirmish with tbo enemy’s right wing, 
consisting of horse, which shortly incrcaBcd from five to six thousand, 
but they were soon beaten olf. I was now encouraged to try if some- 
thing better could not be done by our sido, and in order to induoo 
tbom to come out from their stronghold, I ordered the line to advance 
after a warm cannonade of about an hour from both sides. The onomy 
not appearmg to come out, I still advanced till we eamo within roach 
of grape-shot ; thou, halting, wo gavo and rocoived IVom each gun 
nearly forty rounds of grape, which made it a warm businos.s, wo 
being iu the plain and they in the trenches. The ovoniug was now 
far advanced, and seeing at the same time such nnmorons bodies of 
the enemy’s cavalry in motion, and ready to fall on ns if they could 
litid an opening, I thought it pn-ndent to move on rathor gnieker, 
•which we did till the firing of pilatoons began. But we had already 
lost snoli numbers of people, principally clashios,* that those remaining 
■wore unable to drag tbo guns any further. 1, therefore, gavo imme- 
diate orders to storm the lines, sword in hand, which was as soon 
executed. Upon which the enemy, not roliBbiug at all the close 
fighting, gave way on all sides, infantry as well as cavalry, leaving 
na in possession of all their guns, baggage, bazaar, elephants, and 
everything else. The day hoing now closed put an end to the 
slaughter of the enemy, which must have been very considerable if 
we had had an hour’s more d.aylight. However, it was a complete 
victory. Their cavalry, after losing about 2,000 men and horses, 
saved themselves by flight ; the infantry, who could not run so fast, 
took refuge in the town of Patun, strongly fortified. But in tho 
morning they thought proper to givo thomselvos up, and surrendered 
to me all their arms, colours, etc. Niue battalions and irregular troops, 
making above 12,000 men, are now prisoners of war ; I have promised 


* tJlaaliies ; native artillerymen. 
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to allow them a Bafeifuard to couducb Ihoiii to the other side of the 
Jnmna. 

“ The enemy's force consisted of T2,000 Ithattoro Cavalry, G,000 
from Jeyporo, 5,000 Moguls uuilcr Isiiiuil lleg, and 2,000 under 
Allyhiir JJeglihau ; of foot they had 12,000 mou, and 100 pieces of 
artillery, and with Ismail Meg 5,000 Tellcnffas,* and matchlock men, 
with tweuty-oua pieces of artillery, 4,000 Tiohillas, 5,000 Fahirs,] 
called Alhjlas and Brakijs, and llajpoot Sijhiindecs, { with eight 
pieces of oamiou, and 4,000 Minahs, § who were of great service to the 
enemy, as the battle was given at the foot of the hills. 

“ My Brigade was 10,000 strong. The Mahratta Cavalry stood on 
our flanks as spectator, s ; they began the akirnriah, in which they had 
only six men killed and forty wounded. Had it not been for two 
battalions of mine, who changed frent when the enemy', s cavalry were 
charging ours, the Mahrattas would have seen lino play. 

“Our victory is astonishing! A complete victory gained by a 
handful of mou, over such a number in such a positiou ! It may 
surprise you when I say that in loss than throe hours’ time 12,000 
rouud and 1,500 grape shot were fired by us, and by the enemy much 
more, as they had two guns to our one. 

“ During all the engagement I was on horseback encouraging my 
men. Thank God I have realised all the sanguine expectations of 
Siiidhia. My officers, in general, have behaved well ; to them I am 
a groat deal indebted for the fortunes of the day. 

“ Wo have had 129 men killed and 472 wounded. Tho enemy not 
more, perhaps not so much, as they wore enircuched; but they havo 
lost a vast number of cavalry. 

" I havo taken 107 pieces of artillery, G,000 stand of arms, 252 
colours, fifteen olepihauts (amongst them are Lsmaol Bog’s five 
elephants) 200 camels, 013 horses, and above 3,000 oxen. I intend 
to send the wholo to Bindhia as soon as it may be practicable, All 
their camp was burnt or destroyed ; they havo absolutely saved 
nothing but their lives. 

“ The terror of our arms alono put us hr piossossion of tho town of 
Patim, in which the troops found a great deal of plunder, and near 
2,000 horses. It would havo roquh'ed at any other time a month to 
take it, its Ibrtifioations being very strong, and delended by three hills 
close to each othor. The place was never taken before,” 

* Telleiigos : regular soldiery, 
t Palcirs : religions lighting mondicauta. 

I Syhundoe.'s: irregular infantry, 

§ Miutths : hill men from tho districts near Ajmir. 
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It. ifi (lifficiilt ’wliicli to adinii'c most in tliia letter, * the lucidity of 
the narrative, nr the modesty of tlic galla,nt soldier in Ida doscrijilion 
of an achievement in which ho idayccl tlio prinoiiial part. AnoLlior 
account of tho Imttlo, also published in the Calcutta (laricfte, oniililcM 
one or two interesting details to he added. It appears that tlio attack 
on Ismail Beg and the llajpnts was oonunoncod on the 2drd of lilay ; 
but owing to their strong po.sition and numerous artillery, no impres- 
sion could be made on their lines, ‘‘ it being Cull nine Jeos round the 
mountains to coine even at their foraging parties.” At last De lloiguo 
received information that tho enemy’s council of war had fixed on the 
20th of June as an auspicious day, and, taking them in tho humour, 
ho sent word to Ism.'dl Beg that he would moot him half way. J'or 
this purpose tho general marched out of camp an hour before day- 
break, but the battle was delayed until three o’clock in tho afternoon, 
owing to the reluctance of the enemy to join issue. Tho light thou 
followed, as de.soribecl by Do Boiguo, until “ about six o’clock in tho 
evening, our intrepid General, placing himself at tho head of one of 
the battalions, and giving orders to the rc.st to follow, rushed forward, 
sword in hand, to ttio mouth of tho enemy’s cannon. I'his vigorous 
proceeding animating all our troops, had tho desired effect, as wo 
almost iustantauooualy got possession of their first lino, tl’hoir sooond 
was forced about eight o’clock, and by nine the enemy were aiitirolj' 
routed, The General’s courage and judgment on this occasion wore 
eipually conspicuous. , , . In tlio course of three days wn took tho 
strong town of ratlin by storm, which was afterwards ra/cil to tho 
ground, and so intimidated tho KiVjiih, who commandod Patiin Port (a 
place rosombling Gibraltar from its almost imprognablo position), that 
he submitted to become a vassal of Sindhia, and is now (Ist July) with 
us on the march to Jaipur. Our signal victory was gained with only 
tho loss of 700 men killed and wounded; but the number of the enomy 
who have fallen must bo immense, for it is said that, besido those left 
on the field, the road from hero to Jaipur, about thirty-two /cos, is 
covered with the dead carcases of men, horses, camels, and bnlloclcs. 
Their camp, which was three miles in length and quo in broadtli, wo 
burned and left not a stick standing. Onr success alfowla a strong 
proof of the amazing power of discipline under a bravo and skilful 
commander,” 

Directly tho rc.sult of the battle was placed beyond doubt, Tsmiiil 
Beg accepted the inevitable, and attended by a small retinue, galloped 
from the field. "When news of this groat success reached Sindhia at 

^ It is probaHe. the original was written in ITronoli and tr.uisliitod into 
EiigllBb for the CulcutUi Oazetle. 
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Matfci'a, he detormiuod to press homo the advaulagc, and complete the 
subjugation of the Kajput states, which had assorted, and main- 
tained, their independence since the hattio of L&lsot, and he now 
ordered Do Boigno to invade Jodhpur, aud reduce the Eajah to sub- 
mission. On receiving these commands, De Boigne decided to first 
attempt the capture of Ajmir, which, lying as it did, half way between 
Jaipur and Jodhpur, was the key of the country. On the IDth of 
August he reached it, and at once completed the investment, but, owing 
to the impregnable nature of the fort, was unable to take it by a coiqj 
do main. So be left 2,000 cavalry, and a sufficient force of infantry 
to cover it, and marched with the rest of bis army towards Jodhpur. 

The following extract of a letter from an officer in De Boigne’s 
Brigade, published in 1790, refers to this incident : — 

“Agimeuis Camp, 

“ Sej)te)nber 1, 1790. 

“ Although we have invested this fort for fifteen days very closely, 
yet we can make no impression upon it ; our guns, from the very great 
elevation they are placed at, and the distance, make no visible im- 
pression, and the narrow paths which lead to the fort are so defended 
by nature, that a few largo stones thrown down must carry everything 
before them. The noise they make in rolling I can compare to nothing 
but thunder. Indeed, I am afraid we must turn the blooliade into a 
siege, as they have six months’ water and a year’s provisions in the 
fort. I fancy we shall divide our forces, leaving some here, and the 
rest ju’oceecling to Mairtba, whore the enemy have taken the field. 
Bijai Sing offered the fort of Agimero and country for fifty Fos* 
round to General do Boiguo, if he would desert Sindhia ; but De 
Boigne's reply was that Sindhia had already given him Jodhpur and 
Jaipur, and that the Bdjah would not be so imreasonable as to 
expect he would exchange them for Agimere." 

The latter paragraph is iuterosting as confirming the assertion often 
made that Do Boigne was on several occasions solicited to enter the 
service of Sindhia’s enemies. 

To turn for a moment to the course of events in the Kajput states, 
it must bo noted that Bijai Sing, tho Elijah of Jodhpur, had sustained 
a terrible disgrace by the defeat of his Kalhor Cavalry at Piitan. Tho 
flight of those redoubtable warriors, even though it was due to tho 
treachery of thoir Jaipur aUios, had given rise to a ribald rhyme, 
which accused them of abandoning on the field of battle the five 
* Xos : an elastic measure ; probably a mile and a half in ibis iiistauoe. 
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attributes of manliood, namely, horse, shoos, turban, nioustachios, 
and the “ Sword of Marwar.” This was tantamount to taunting 
thorn with having degenerated into woinon. Kouo hut thoso who 
can enter into the exaggerated .sense of pride which is the ruling 
passion of a high caste l!a.jput, and imdorstand lii.s precise views 
concerning womankind, can appreciate the keennoas of thi.a taunt. 
To wipe out the shame of Patau, Bijai Sing summoned to his 
standard every ih'ithor between foni teeii and sixty years of ago capable 
of wielding a sword. From hamlets and villages they came, from 
towns and cities, eager to blot ont with their blood this evil stain on 
their national honour. In response to this call to arms, 00,000 warriors, 
burning to repel the invader and offaoc the memory of the past, col- 
lected at Merta, a large walled city, standing on high ground in the 
centre of a vast grassy plain, thirty miles to the oast of Ajmir. It 
was an historical place, and had boon the scene of many doaporato 
battles, in the annals of Marwar, in which the crown of Jodhpur had 
oftentimes been lost and wou. The plain nronud was fat with blood, 
poured out, sometimes in intornociue strife, but more often in opposing 
foreign invasion, and was covered with altars and memorials, erected 
to the manes of the doughty dead who lay there. Here, in yoptembor, 
1790, the Kiithor army assomhlod to meet their Maratlni, enemies, who, 
forty years before, had defeated them on the very spot, with a 1oh.s of 
40,000 men. 

Owing to the failure of the annual rains, all the ordinary sonreeH of 
water supply, never plentiful in the beat of seasons, wore exlrausted, 
and De Boigne was obliged to make a considerable detour to approach 
iferta. On September 8th he reached a village called Kiah, on the 
banks of the Limi, and began, the passage of the river. But .soon his 
cannon became embarrassed in its muddy bed, and this occasioned 
considerable delay. ’Whereupon he sent tho Maratha Cavalry forward 
to reconnoitre, who, after proceeding a few miles, suddenly came upon 
Bijai Sing’s army. 

The Eathors wore drawn up on the jilain of Merta, their right flanli 
resting upon the village of Dangiwas. Bijai Sing was not proBont, 
for he had rcmainGd at his capital, and entruslod tho direction of tlm 
war to his cominander-iu-chief, Gangaram Bhandari. But, unfortu- 
nately, ho had associated with this general one of his ministers, and 
the introduction of a civil element into an OB.senlially military matter 
proved fatal. Directly Gangaram Bhandari saw tho M ariUha Cavalry, 
unsupported by thoso terrible battalions that had done all tho figiitiiig 
at Palan, ho desired to engage them. But Iho Biljah’s minister in- 
sisted upon waiting until they were reinforced by I.smail Beg, who was 
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luuTyiiig to form a I'liuctioii with tlioiii. <Jwiii(' (o Hii.^ 
divergoiioo of opinion, tlio goldon opporUmity whh loi.l. it iijuinol, 
ba doubted but that Liio JtatliorH dying to rndcoin ilwlr himoiir, woiilil 
havouiado ehort work of tho MaiiUlni ('iiv)ilry, wlio/ii' (■iiwn.rdi(*i' wini 
iiolorions, and aftor dol'oiiting Uiotii, might Iiiivn fiilloii upon Do 
lioigne’s ih'igado during its piinsagfi of tlin liuni livin', -wdh ovoi.y 
prospect of doatroyiiig tho lorco, or, at loant, obliging it to lotrinil. 

As it wa,s, the Maratlni (Jnvalry woro pormitlod to retire inimoh'itlnd, 
and 80 to remain for tlio novt thiity-aix lumrn. It wait not nnlil mid 
night of the 10th that Do Itoigno coinplotod tho crotiHing of hiii gun i. 
Tho next morning ho advanced alowly in tho divoetioii of Werta, )n‘> 
march acropK tho sandy plain being niiich impeded hy tho honvincnii oi 
tho ground. Towards midday ho c/uno in night of tlio oncniy, dmivn tip 
in lino of battle, and a heavy caimoiiadowaH at onoo ojmjiod upun him, 
Lakwa Dada, tho Maralha Clonoral, wan anxioua to nngago forlhwitli, 
but Do Boigno, prollting by tho oxporionco of I'ltlan, whom nightfall 
robhod him of tho Ml mood of victory, dotormiuod to dufor tlio hatllo 
till tho next morning, in order that ho might have a long day for tho 
work in hand, llo accordingly dniddod to fall Imok, and llio Unthora, 
who still awaited lemail Bog's arrival, mado no olfort to forco on an 
action, 

During tho afternoon, Do Boigno oarofiilly rooonmiilrod the gtmiiid, 
and after deciding mi his plan of hattlo, gavo on I ora for tho Hri/pido 
to bo under arms before dawn, hojiing to take tho onnmy hy nin'|iriiii\ 
Whilst it was yotdark tho trooim hogau to aiinomhlo, and in (hoiiilmicn 
of tho Bwoltoring autumn night foil into thoir plaonti and pmi.arod for 
action. As day broke, tho slooping lumla oneamped in irnnlor Ihoin 
woi’ci awakouod from tboir slniuborH by showi'ni of grapi., I'ollnwnd by 
tho advauoo of tho rogular infantry, who vapidly stornu'd and utanipied 
their outer linos. xUl in confusion and iiasto, tlio ItAlhora formod 
and opened a oamionndo. But tho advantage was (droady with tlio 
attacking army, and tho Jodhpur infantry was hoginriing to ivavor and 
break, when a misadveuluro ovortook Do Boigno, which noarly (nvivod 
fatal in its results. 

Oaptaiix llohan, a Fronoli officer in oomuuuid id' tho left wing of tho 
Brigade, took upon himaolf, ■without ordorn from tho (Itmcral, to ad- 
vauoe, ami tho battalions on oillier sUlo of him following Ids example, 
tho line was hrokoii, and a weak point an'ordod for attack. 

Ill order to show how tho JiiUhors took advaulugo of this error, it in 
necessary to revert for a moinont to tho ovonts oacui'i'ing in theur 
camp. When its occupants had boon siirpriscd in tho early mortiiug 
by Do Boigrio’fl attack, thoiv principal oliMa woro wmiipiod in tlio 
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letliai'gio plambei' of opium — a uai'cotie univorsally coiisumod by tbo 
governiug claases of llajputana. Slowly Ibcy wore awalcouod fi’oiu 
ilioir drowsy sleep, one of them. — tlic Cliiof of AUwii — being iiroiiRod 
with the utmost difficulty. Whoa they rogained possession of tboir 
senses, they found, to their shauie and humiliation, tho camp in con- 
fusion, and the infantry a disorganized rabble on the point of being 
routed. 

Then did these chiefs, twenty-two in numhor, decide on a great 
atonement. Girding on thoir swords, they called four thousand ''' 
chosen followers to arms, and, as tho clan was collecting, prepared 
and di'ank opium together for tho last time. It was not tho final 
carouse of weak debauchees, but a stern and solemn saoraitiont. For 
they drank it as the draught of death. They wrapped themselves 
around with shawls of yellow silk, tho certain token that thoy rode to 
victory or death, and so gave the order to mount. 

It was at this moment that Captain Eohan advanood out of Do 
Boigne’s line. The Chief of Ahwa saw tho opportunity presented for 
attack, and in the act of imprudence recognised a propitious omen. 
Standing up in his stirrups, he encouraged his clansmen with a few 
spirited words, calling on them to follow him, and concluding with tho 
pregnant exhortation ; “ Eomemher rdtan !” 

Thou he led the way, tho squadrons following after, at Ml gallop. 
The Boane of conflict was soon reached, and charging straight against 
Be Boigne’s three detached battalions, he look them at disadvantago, 
and drove them back in disorder. The moral effect of this temporary 
triumph inspired the Eathors with hope and excitement. Thoir Chief 
now turned his attack upon the main body of the Brigade, and when 
he neared it his body of horse divided and trailed out, and, as if acting 
on a preconcerted plan, wheeled round until Do Boigno wns oomplotely 
surrounded ; awhile they rent tho air with tho war cry they had ac- 
cepted, and which was at once a confession and an inspiration. 

Peradvonturo the God of Battle, .as he looked down upon that heathen 
host, smiled grimly in anticipmtion of tho rich sacrifice about to he 
offered up before his altars. Tho parched plain gaped for tho coming 
red flood that would drench it so darkly, and force forth rioher pasture 
growths than any springing from the rain which fell from above. Tho 
steel-blue sky interposed no clouds holwoen that awful .aroua and the 
high heavens. The rugged Aravallls, towering on tho horizon, caught 
the first rays of tho morning sun, and hung out crim,son banners on 
their mountain-tops. Oft had they looked down on Morta’s fields, and 
seen human strife and human carnage ; oft from their grey steeps and 
* 8oinc authorities quote this nnmbor as only four hundred. 
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bfcouy faslnobsOB tlio I'oar of battle had ro-eolioed back in angry tlraiidei' 
toiiGB ; oft had tlioir hhadows fallen, as a pall, on ghastly heaps of 
mangled mou. And now the cycle of war had come round again, and 
the wind that blow from Merta’s plain was soon to bo hot with the 
breath of battle. 

" Bemonihor P/Han ! " — Onward swept the sq^uadrons of Mi'irwar; 
out rang the battle cry, as with uplifted swords and lances poised to 
tlirnst, they hurled themselves upon De Boigne's battalions. 

But the genius of the groat general had anticipated the danger, and 
prepared to meet it. With “incomparable presence of mind” Do 
Boigno rapidly formed his men into a hollow square, and as the 
Blithers dashed on to them they found a magic change had ranged 
Berried rows of hrisLling bayonets and long lines of gaping guns ready 
to receive them at every point. Up to the very muzzles of the cannon, 
they charged and recharged, those valiant sons oiMavowar, “The Land 
of Death.” Dwellers in the Land of Death were they, and death they 
despised. Theirs to retrieve a lost honour ! Theirs to give the lie to 
that stinging jest of false Jaipur I Theirs to “ Bemmnlev PiUan t ” 

Again and again they charged, each time with ebbing effort and 
weaker effect. Again and again they flung themselves against that 
hedge of bayonets with merciless madness. There is a limit to 
human enduranoo, but to-day that limit was Death. To the bravest 
man thoi'e ooraos a time when conscience confesses, “ Enough,” and 
jiistilies it ; hxit to-day the command of conscience was Death. Great 
gaps yawned ifi the ranks, where grape and shot ploughed their 
furrows, only to bo at once closed up by the valour of a frantic 
faiiatioism, as the Edthors reformed under the destroying fire, and 
rode back to the charge with the abandon of despair. But the 
disciplined Brigade confronted them, unmoved as the rocks against 
which the succeeding storm waves are shattered, and they reeled 
back broken, hut unbeaten. And so the ghastly sacrifice was con- 
summated until only fifteen remained alive, and these, steadfast to 
the end, returned for the last time to the shambles of seK-immolation, 
and found the death they sought. 

The God of Battle smiled grimly down, and the incense of war rose 
to his nostrils. A holocaust of self-doomed devotee.^ lay prone before 
his feet. The plaiu rocked with blood, but it flowed not from alien 
veins, but from hearts that claimed Morta as their mother earth. The 
echoes of the cannon, booming sidleuly back from the grey Aravallis, 
thundered out no salute of national viotory, but sounded the minute 
guns that proclaimed the end of Morwar's chivalry. Thus was the 
atonement of the Chief of Ahwa accomplished. 
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Defnre mill (lay the Jodhpur army was in full lliglil, and an hour 
later Do Boigno’a battalions in possession of their eaiup. Alter 
allowing his troops a short rest upon their arms, ho ordered the storm 
of the town of Morta, and before sunset the colours of the Brigade 
were flying over that formidahlo place. 

There is an aooount of the hattlo of Merta, written by an oflieor in 
De Loigue’s army, and printed in a Calcutta paper, which must bo 
quoted here, for the description already given is mainly based on 
Colonel James Tod’s record, in his “ Aimals of llajaB’than.” This 
letter is dated from Camp Merta on the lUth of September, 17110, and. 
reads as follows : — 

“ We had laid close siege to Agiincro for soventeon days, when tiro 
Qencral, finding that the spirits of the ai'iny wore upheld by Iho 
enemy talcing the field at Mirtah, left 2,000 horse to bloclcado 
Agimero, and marched against the enemy. Owing to a scarcity of 
water, following on a famiiio and dry season, wo had to iiiako a 
oii'ouitons route, and did not roach Eie till the 8th. About midnighi, 
we recommenced oiu' march, and having marched very near to tho 
enemy, a heavy oatnionado commencod about nine o’clock in the 
morning. The Mahratta chief was eager to advauoo upon tho enemy, 
but De Boiguo objeotod, not only on account of the fatigue of tho 
troops, after a march of ten Iws, hut because of the intenso heat and 
lateness of the hour, which would have prevented him reaping tho 
fruits of success. The enemy’s force consisted of 80,000 oavalry, 
100,000 infantry, aud 25 iiicoos of cannon. On our side the sanio 
number of horse, 0,000 to 7,000 rank and file, and 80 pioeos of 
artillery. On the lOth at break of dawn wo wore ordered to advance 
on tho enemy, the disposition of our troops boiug tho same as at tho 
memorable battle of Patan. A heavy canuonado soon oornmonood, 
supported on both sides with great vigour. Our first line of 50 pieces 
of camion shortly after began to fire with grape, and, by moans of our 
superiority of gnns, drove tho enemy from their lines. But a T’rouch 
officer of Sindhia’s, elated with success, advanced without orders of 
the line of battle at the head of throe battalions. Tlio oiiomy soon 
took advantage of his imprudence, and charged him so vigorously 
that it was not without great difficulty ho clfected his retreat. They 
then charged our main body in front, flanks, aud roar, but General 
De Boigne’s foresight and incomparable presence of mind wore tho 
means of saving ns, for upon perceiving the error which his officer 
had committed, and no doubt aware of the coiisequenoes, ho formed 
us into a hollow S(iuai’e, so that upon being surrounded shortly after- 
wards, we on all sides presented a front to the enemy. 
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“ About nine o'clock tlioy -were obliffecl to quit the field ; about ten 
wo got possohsiou of tluiii' camp ; anil about three p.m. took tlio groat 
ami formidablo town of Mirtali by Rtorm. The pillage lasted three 
days, and to mention all the particulars attending it would make your 
tooth water. The ladies at first seemed displeased with our eomiug 
abruptly into the town, but at length grew more kind, aeknowledgiug 
with good grace that none hut Iho brave dosorve the fair. 

“ Tho town of Ifirtah is much largor than Henaros, snrronmlsil 
by a thick miid rampart and parapet thirty feet liigli. It has two 
minarets, and tlm housofs are all punca. ■■ In this engagement the 
attacking army lost six to seven hnudred men, killed and wounded, 
mostly hy the sahro. Gangarain Jlhaudaree, iho Oommander-in- 
Chief of the Rliatiores, was taken on the lltlj at night, endeavouring 
to make his OBoapo in the disguise of a servant. It is impossible for 
mo to doaciibe tho feats of bravery performed by the Jerd Koppcrali 
WallaUa, \ or Forlorn llopo, of tho enemy. I have seen, after tbo 
lino was broken, fifteen or twenty men return to charge n thousand 
infantry, and aclvanoo to within ton or flftoou paces before all wore 
shot. Captain Bahovo (? Baours), who commanded tho riglit wing, 
was wounded in tho thigh, and died ; Lioutomiut Eoberte was also 
soveroly wounded by a missile, or weapon called an Orr/ari, |; which is 
eouipoaod of about thiiiy-six gun barrels so joined as to fire at once. 
The Ehattoros lost live chiefs, inelndiug a nephew of tbe Elijah, and 
the Bitxce § of tho army. Those five, finding they could not escape, 
quitted their horses, and fought with eleven other followers on foot 
till they were all out to pieces. This great victory is solely to he 
attributed to tho ooolnoss and intrepidity of onr general in makmg so 
oompleto a disposition of his forces in thno to repol the rapid eliarge 
of tlio most courageous cavalry in tho world. Ismdii Beg arrived tho 
day after the engagement at Nagora, about two lios distant.” 

Morta was a decisive victory, and was won hy the bravery of De 
Boigne. “ But for his skill and presence of mind,” writes Colonel 
James Tod, who dcscribos the battle from tho Jodhpur point of view, 

“ his Brigade would infallibly have been annibilated." His trained 
intelligenco recognised the imiicnding danger before it was apparent 

*■ Piicea : substantial, built of stone or burnt brick, in contrast to tbe usual 
buildings, wbiob are Icutoha, e.g., built of mud. 

t JorA ICopprrah Wnllahs ; men in yellow raiment, the garb of doom. 

f. Organ — qnory, n mitrailUtm f 

^ JSuxee = tliQ paymaster of tho army, a most important imrsonaga in 
Oriental armies. 
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to any ono else, and bis military genius made tlio dispositiomi that 
met aud overcame it. The battle was rocogiiisod at tlio time as a 
remarkable one. “Ido Boigue’s battalions,” writes the Calciilla 
Cliroviole of the 11th of October, 1700, “ have certainly all the merit of 
the victory of Maivtba. Do Jloigno bas shown such iLbility and oonrago, 
that the corps secni to act as if Ihoy thought tlicinsolvos iuvuluorablc.” 
Another writor, with a juster approciatioji of the man ho was dcssorib- 
ing, thus refers to him in another journal, “ M. do Boigno’s history 
wiU make an important figure in future times in the annals of India 
that will immortalise his name, and add colobrity to tho Enropoan 
oharacter.'' Sis months later, in March, 1791, the doods of this 
adventurer were recognised in a debate in tho British IToiise of 
Commons. 

Merta won for Do Boigne's Brigade the name of the Oherri Eoiuj, 
or Flying Army, for it showed that infantry could not only protoet 
fortified places aud act in pitched battle, hut were able to tindortalco 
extended campaigns, and invade distant territories. It oonverted 
Madhoji Siudhia to a complete belief in his regular troops, and led 
to the creation of tho huge standing army which, before a decade bad 
passed, booame a menace to the British power in India. 

Tho clay after tho battle IsmAil Beg joined Bijai Sing, bringing 
with him a hurriedly-collected force. He oudoavourod to porsinulo 
tho Jodhpur priuco to renew the coutost, and an attempt was made 
to I'eassomblo the scattered soldiery, aud form a now army. But in 
December cliaereetar ooimsols prevailed, and Bijai Sing sent a Vakil 
to Koiipur, where Da Boigno was oncampjod, to sue for peace. Tho 
terms imposed were severe, and included, in addition to an indomirity 
of three eprartors of a million sterling, tho cession of the proviuoo of 
Ajmir, which was granted as Jaidad to Lakwa Dada, the Marathi'i 
Cominander-in-Chief. 

As aeon as the treaty was concluded. Do Boigne marched his brigade 
back to Mattra, which he reached on the 1st of January 1791. Hero 
he was welcomed with an unique saluto of the entire park of artillery, 
and a feit, da joie of aU the small arms in the Marathfl, samp, whilst 
in the jubilation of his hoart Madhoji loaded his victorious general 
with honoin's and rewards commensurate with his great services. 



CHAPTER V. 


THU SECOND AND THIttD BKIOADES. MADUOjr SINDHIa PIIOOBEDS TO 

POONAII. 

1791-1793. 

T he immediate reaiilt of the victoi'ios of Pfitan aiid Merta was the 
formation of a second hrigade iu 1791 and a tiiird in 1793, the 
enlistment and organisation of wliieli oecnpied much of He Boigno’a 
time and attention till the summer of the latter year. Estnlih’shiiig 
his headquarters at Koil, he threw himself with heart-whole energy 
into the new work Madhoji Siudhia had entrusted to him, determined 
to fuldl the expeotntiotifi of hie master and deserve the unlimited con- 
fidence reposed in him. Koil was situated close to Aligarh, the forti- 
fications of which wore oousidorahly strengthened, and beneath its 
ramparts arose an o-xtensivo oantoumeut capable of holding a large 
body of troops, whilst under Do Boigne’s fostering administration the 
town itself heoamo an emporium of commerce. The spot was well 
chosen for the headquarters of an army, for its position in the centre 
of Do Boigno’s districts secured to him supplies of all descriptions 
necessary for his troops, whilst the oqui-distance from Delhi and 
Agra enabled him to dominate both cities by the rapidity with which 
ho could concentrate a force at either point. 

When increasing his army, circumstances induced De Boigne to 
somewhat remodel the constitution of the brigades, each now con- 
sisting of 0,000 T(alingas, or regular infantry, 1,000 Najibs, or irregu- 
lars, and 1,000 Bohillas, called “ ARygools,” who were men of proved 
bravery, and recruited for the special work of leading storming parties. 
Attached to each brigade were 800 regular cavalry, 3 battering guns, 10 
howitzers, 2 mortars, and 36 field-pieces. There was also a small 
body of Persian Horse, mounted and armed at De Boigne’s expense, 
and regarded as his personal bodyguard. The regular oavah'y wore 
well mounted ; some were armed with matchlocks and swords, others 
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witli carbines, pisUils, awti swcivcls, anti all ware -vvell cliaciplmotl to 
perform tbo European evolutions. 

To military readers the composition of a enraplete battalion in De 
lioigna’s army may be interesting. It was as follows : — 


Jiifinitri/. 



1 Captain (Eiiropiean) 



1 Lieutenant (Enroiiean) 




Its. 


1 Adjutant, or Subabdar 

paid 85. 

lor inonflGin 

8 Jemailara 

„ 20. 


1 Havildar Major 

„ 12.8 


32 Ilavildars (sergeants) 

„ 10.8 

t) 

82 Naika (corporals) 

„ 8.8 

M 

2 Colonr Bearers 

„ 12. 

»} 

2 Cymballa 

„ 12. 


10 Drummers 

„ 12, 

)) 

10 Eifers 

„ 12, 

H 

410 Sepoys, Grenadier Companies, G. ; olbers 

„ 5.8. 


Artillery. 



1 Sergeant Major (European) 

paid 00. por monsoin 

6 Gunners (European) 

„ dO. 


1 Jemadar 

„ 80. 

tt 

1 Havildar 

„ IS. 


5 Naiks 

„ <J. 

)) 

5 Sarangs (bullock sergeant.s) 

„ 9. 


5 Tindnls (park sergeantfl) 

„ 0.8 

>> 

4 Blacksmiths 

«• 


4 Carpenters 

„ 0. 

M 

35 Golundars (native gunners) paid G. 

7., and 8, 


35 Cksbies (native aa-tilleryiucu) paid 4,8 and fl. 


20 Beldars (sappers) 

paid 4. 


24 Garewdns (bullock drivers) 

„ 4. 

li 

Native Staff. 



1 Pandit (accountant) 

paid 00. permonsom. 

2 Matsaddis (writers) 

20. 


11 Beesties (water carriers) 

,> 4 . 


7 Armourers 

.. 7. 


2 Hirkarrus (messengers) 

„ 5. 


4 Gnrreealas (timo-keepers) 

„ 5. 


1 Burgeon (native) 

„ 10. 


1 Masalchi (toreh-benrer) 

„ 0 . 
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Each battaliou was proviilcd with — 

408 stand of arms. 

4 held-piocoB (four- and sis-poundcrs). 

1 howitz. 

. 5 tumbrils. 

1110 1 Hillocks. 

18 camels. 

H hnlloek carts. 

000 round of shot for each gun. 

100 round of grape for each gun. 

50 stone shells for each howitz. 

50 rounds of grape for each howitz. 

Each tumbril was drawn by twelve hnllook.s, under charge of threo 
drivers ; and each gun by eight bullocks, -with two drivers. 

The hregular infantry were similarly equipped, but while the 
Telingas were clothed in scarlet uniforms, obtained from Calcutta, 
with black leather acooutrcmonls and cockscombs in their blue tur- 
bans, the Najibs wore garments of blue ipulted counlry-eloth, 

Tlie companies fired by platoons independently, but as tlie fire of 
Iho matchlock battalions was much heavier than that of the iuu.diet 
battalions. Do Boiguo gave an c-xtra “earouade” or “ howitz ” to 
each of the latter. The Eohillas, rccraiited for fighting in hill country 
and attacks on fortified villages, wore paid Bb.6.8 jjer mmscM, 
There were also 400 Mewattis attached to each brigade, whose duties 
were to forage, furnish guards, escorts, wood-cutters, &o, and two 
hundred and forty reornits, who drew two annas a day each until 
inoorporalod m the rank and file. 

The details concerning the Cavahy are not quite so explicit. The 
number attached to a brigade appears to have been 800, and their 
uniform was 'a green one, with red turbans and Icammarbawls or bells. 
De Boigne’s bodyguard, the pick of the mounted troops, was made up 
of four Eisalas or troops, each consisting of — 

Es. 


1 Eisaldar 

... paid 40. per mensem. 

1 Naib Bisaldar... 

... „ 30. 



4 Jemadars 

... „ 18. 

)> 

each. 

4 Dafladars 

... „ 12. 

ii 

1) 

64 Troopers 

... „ 8. 

>» 


1 Kettledrum ... 

... „ 7. 

11 


So Gunners 

... „ 8. 

11 



4 Galloper guns 


6 
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It included also a Rxiecial body of 75 skii-mishiug horse, mounted 
on the fleetest and hardiest animiilb, and recruited from tho bravest 
and most active men, who were not di6cix)linod like the troox)ors of the 
other squadrons, but emjiloyod as irregulars. 

Two Iti.Si'Llas of similar cavalry, comxrosed of Ihe bravest and best 
mounted men, were attached to each brigade for skirniisbing imrxioisos. 
The ordinary cavalry, who had to xirovide and feed their own horses, 
were paid aa follows — 

Its. 


Bisdldars 

... jiaid 80. per mensem, each. 

Jemadars 

... „ 40. 

)> 

Daffadars 

„ 30. 

)1 

Kettledrums ... 

... „ 24. 

1) 

Troopers 

... „ 24. 



The number of men in each brigade w'as about 9,000, so that when 
bis army was brought to its full strength lie lloigno had under his 
command, ineludiug gai-ri.son troops, about 30,000 mon. The monthly 
cost of a brigade was Ks.5C,000 in Hindustan, increased by a special 
hatla or allowance of centum to Es.84,000, when serving south 
of the Oliambal river. 

Tho difficulty of obtaining competent officers was in a uiea,siiro over- 
come by the pay and allowances offered. But it is iirobablo that tho.so 
were not so liberal at first as the scale ultimately sanctioned, which 
boro favourable comparison with that obtaining in tho Gonqiany’s 
army at the same period, and was certainly good enough to tempt 
Europeans of recognised ability and characlor to enter the service. 
This could hardly have been the case in 1702, as the foUowiug xiay-list 
of De Boigno’s officers, sux)j)liod to the Government of India, will 
show — 

OrFiCEBs IN Colonel De Boigne’s Bbigade in 1702. 

PAY 

Covimunder of First Brigade, run mlnsi.h, 

Rs. 

Major Fremont (Frenchman) 1,400 

Commander of Second Brigade. 

Major Perron (Frenchman) 1,200 

Brigade Majcrr of First Brigade. 

Captain James Gardner (Seolohman) 450 

Brigade Major of Second Brigade. 

Captain Drugeon (Savoyard) 400 
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Ofjici’rs ill the lOii^l Diiijiiih. 

Ciiiit.xiu Lyeijite (Friiiico) ... 700 

,, FeloftO (Italy) OOl) 

,, Allaiiiunde (Eiis;laii(l) :2l)0 

„ Ealomau (I'ohlmaii ?), (ILauovor) ... 200 

,, Buttovlield (England) 200 

,, Lo Mareliaut (Ei-auce) 30IJ 

Ciiptaiu Lionteuaut EoLeit Boll (Euglaud) ... 250 

Lieutenant Sutherland (Scotland) 200 

,, Jumeon (Holland) 150 

,, Itenuick (Ireland) 200 

„ Abbott (England) 200 

,, Lewis (llourguieu?), (France) ... 200 

Eu&igu Harvey (Ireland), (ilescrter from 

Company’s Artillery at Oawnpore) 120 


A footnote mentions that xn’ouiotion and pay entirely depended on 
Colonel Do iloiguo’s favour. 

In this list the loaves and fishes are few and far between, but a con- 
siderable improvement was made in the pay and allowances of the 
offioer.s when the third brigade w'as raised, as the following amended 
scale of salaries then introduced indicates — 


11 INK 

t'.VY I’KR MI Nt.Ll\l 

rvY ri n mcn^iKM 

or ULIICLIU 

IN liIMJIISl IN. 

Bs. 

IN Tin; ni.Lc.iN. 

Its, 

Colonel 

- . . ('>,1)00 

... 4,500 

Lieutouaut- Colonel 

... 2,000 ... 

... 0,01)0 

Major 

... 1,200 ... 

... 1,800 

Capfiaiu 

... 400 ... 

... 000 

Captain-Lieutenant 

... 000 ... 

... 450 

Lioutouaul 

... 200 ... 

... o0() 

Ensign 

150 ... 

... 225 


Besides their pay, all eolonols, lieuteuant-coloneLs, and inajors 
commanding brigades drew Ks.lOO a month from the Basaar as 
table allowance. It is also easy to understand that there wore many 
other sources of emolument open to tho ofUcovs besides their pay, 
especially when they rose to positions of command and responsibility, 
and as time passed oortaiu privileges accrued which increased their 
position and re.spootability. For instance, no ordinary person pre- 
sumed to sot up a palampiin in the Marath.a dominions, and in the 
Dlughal provinces the right of riding in a yellow elopihant howdah was 
confined excliihivoly to the aristocracy ; yet De Boiguo’s Europeans 
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were permitted to use botli imquostioncd. In travelling tlirongh the 
country their baggage was carried from place to place free of charge, 
and all goods imported for their poi’sonal use were exempted from the 
payment of eustoma duos. As for the duties of these oflicers, except 
in the case of a commander of a battalion, they were far from onerous. 
But, on the other hand, the service was admittedly a precarious one, 
depending solely upon success in the field. So long as fortune smiled 
upon their arms, pay and position were assured ; but in tlio event of 
a defeat, it was taGitl 3 ' understood that there was no compensation 
for, or appeal against, loss of employment. The e.xpen.so of living was 
considerable, requhiug the upkeep of a large e.stablishmout of servants, 
camp equipage, and transpiort animals. 

That fortunes could he, and w'ore, made by the oflicers in Do 
Boigno’s Brigades is a matter of fact, for they had opportmutios of 
acquiring large sums of money apart from that whicli the ordiirary 
exercise of their profession brought them. The Pagoda tree still 
flourished in the native states of India. Do Boigue himself, in his old 
age, was wont to remark of many of his old subalterns, “ Such a one, 
if he had not drunk, or such a one, if he had not gambled, could have 
done as I have done. It was his own fault that ho did not save 
it'lOOjOUO. It depended on himself to make a fortune equal to mine.” 

When the Second Brigade was completed Major Perron was 
appointed to_its command, whilst Major Fremont received that of the 
first, On the formation of tho third Mojor Sutherland obtained the 
command. As showing tho value attaching to oommissions in tho 
service, it is interesting to note that an officer named Podron, who 
joined as a captain-lieutenant, soon after iJurchasocl his majority. By 
the time the three brigades were brought to their full strength there 
were about three hundred Europeans of difl'eront nationalities— 
English, French, German, Sn'ias, Italian, Hanoverian, Portuguoso, 
and half-castes — in tho force, of wliom 10 per cent, held commissions. 
The rest were drill-sergoauta and artiHery-meu, chiefly recruited from 
runaway soldiers and sailors of tho Company’s service, or half-eastos. 
Their pay was very smaU, ranging from 80 to GO rupees a montii. 
They were generally dissolute and degraded in their mode of life, 
forming connections with native women, and in times of jieaco 
reflecting but little credit on their European birth. But dilring active 
service they constantly oxliibited extraordinary courage, and sustained 
their reputation for brave fighting. 

Do Boigne’s pay was raised, first from IIb. 4,000 to Es,6,000 a month, 
and subsequently to Es.10,000. Moreover, this was nearly doubled 
by various perquisites, iacludiug a commission of 2 per cent, on the 
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reveune colleotious of liia Jaiilad, wliicli oonld noL have bronnht him 
ill leas Uian Rs.GOjOOO a yeav. He enjoyed Uie income of a modern 
British Vieeroj'. 

Soon after its ostablishmcnt Do Boigno’s foreo received the title of 
TJin Dnperial Army, for although it was ahHolntely of Ufadhoji 
Sindhia’s own creation, and subservient to his orders alone, ho pro- 
forreil, perhaps from a souse of exaggerated liimiility, or more prob- 
ably from motives of policy, to invest it 'with a titular dosignation 
which accorded tho shadow of authority to the blind omporor, and left 
the substance in his own hands. 

Of course these radical ohauges and innovations, creating as they 
did for Sindhia a formidable standing army of 80,000 men, were not 
introduced without causing enmity and dissatisfaction in many 
quarters. In the first instance, tho assignment to De Boigne of a 
va.st and fertile district in the heart of the Doiib as Jaiclad, mads him 
an object of universal jealousy. Soon, in addition to tliis, a largo 
Jagltir, or personal estate, was conferred on bim by his grateful 
master, to the iutouso chagrin of the Maratha ohiofs, who realised, 
with impotent anger, that tho European interloper had obtained tlieii’ 
prince’s ear and favour, and, having discredited their own military 
pretensions, was completely superseding them. Tho power and 
authority Do Boigne enjoyed were equal to those of a sovereign ruler, 
and his orders carried tho same force as if they had been issued by 
an independent Mughal Emjioror. 

Thus in nine short years, by perseverance and determination, by 
ability and industry, by the valour of his sword and tho wisdom of big 
conduct, Do Boigno raigod himself from the iuconsequeuoe of an 
ensign in a regiment of Madras native infantry to the position of 
Commaudor-in-ohief of tho army of Hindustan. Assisted by none, 
deiisudent solely on his own exertions and talents, he attained this 
pre-eininonce through sheer force of character and merit, In tho 
great city, which had for conturioB been the capital of tho most potent 
and gorgeous empiro in India, this wandering Savoyard was para- 
mount. It was an elevation that exceeded lii.s wildest aspirations — 
QUO which in his old ago he could never look hack upon without ex- 
claiming, “ It all appears as if it wore a dream I ” 

After tho formation of the Second Brigade De Boigno was for some 
lime employed in consolidating Sindhia’s power in the Shaikluiwati 
district, but the service was of a comparatively rmimportaut obaraotor, 
and chiefly oonfinod to extirpating robber hands and reducing potty 
chiefs to sitbmission. No detailed chronidc of this period appears to 
exist, but iho following exiraot frpm a letter printed in The Worlt^ 
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newspapoi', piiljli.shctl at CalciiHa, in Seplsmboi’, 1702, ia so fai' in- 
teresting Hint it localises liis actions aljont this time, and conveys iii- 
foi’uiatioii I'ogiu'iling Ihc state of'liis lieaKli. Tlio letter was writlcn by 
an oldeer in the First Ilrigado, uudoi' IMajor Fri'iiiout, wlio was engaged 
in piuiidiing the Itiijah Devi Bing, a tiilmtavy chief of Jaipur, and 
euuipelling him to pay the niuoiint of tribiilo duo from him. 'I'ho 
fir.st purlion will lie lonnd in tlio appendix iii the shetcli of h’remuut’s 
life : the oonchidiug part reads as tollow.s : — 

“Thi.s eoinitry is called the Slieikawutty District, and if properly, 
or even moderately, cnlrivalcd, would yield seven lakhs’ rovonne, 
whereas it i.s not estimalcd at more than tliroc. It is still jioptilon.s, 
and tho ruins of vast cilies and towiw dispensed through all our route, 
convey a strong iaipros.siou of former and v'aflt opnhmoo. ISiit want 
stares through every xillago, and while the little that the wretched 
inhaliitaut of a Imt possesses is snhject to bo wrested from him by 
muuoi'ous hands of banditti on the one .side, or by llio oppressions of 
liis chief or his servants, or both, on tho other, lieiivou has nfllicLcd 
this nufortnualo land with a drought of two yonr»’ contimianco. Tlio 
coLiiUry is very niountainons, Imt the valley.s, notwillistanding the 
niggard uca.s of tlio elemoulp, give still a display of i-erduro not to ho 
expected, and almost incredible. 

“ IVo left the Fusit lirigadc with Do Boigno at Itolituk on tho 22nd 
of Juno (1702). Do lioigno was then jn.st recovering from a dreadful 
dysentery, which has deprived ns of some of our oflleers. Ooloiiol 
Martine’s broUicr died at Jedgor (.Ibojjar ?), and rjioutuiiant Btowart 
at Hohtalc, the day jirior to our march, and wo caiuo at tho rate of 
eight and nine eos each day. Grain wa.s iiiiio scors a rupee, and 
coarse flour six pie.o tho .seer ycalorclay. It i.s now innro inodorato. 

“Liqua Adda (Lakwa Diitla) coinuiaiids tho division of Mahralta 
Cavalry uttaelied to this Brig, ado. Ifo is .a uta.ii of great roKpeetahility, 
and a favourite of Bciudia’s. The second in command in Jaggo Oappno 
(? Bapipno) Dada, a man of ability and trust, 

“ De Boigne with his First Brigade is now at Ulwar, in tlio Mowatio 
country, about fifty cos from Delhi. Tho position of onr camp ia in a 
more westerly direction, but only fifty cos from Dollii. Tho country 
is in such a state that subjeetion Beoms almost ohroiiic ; for phnidor 
is the uinver.sal sy.stom, and become so habitual as to be spoken of 
with as much indifference as we talk of a ptnehaBo in a mercaiitilo 
way. Ab soon as a party has plundered a district, tho plundered 
directly make an incursion on their uciglibours, and so it continues 
with as gi-eat regularity as trade, only that it operates in tho ooutrary 
course, ruining instead of suiipoi’ling uatiu’o. 
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" The Biiperioi- politics, as you call it, has hoon tjome time out of 
my waj', or i-atlior I have heon out of its way, ou this native tour. 
Sciudia enutiuuos at Poonali, and a letter of 3 'estarday from Do 
Doi^me (AiigiiRt !)th) nientioiiB that ho is not to ho expected spieedily. 
At Onjeeu Major Palmer (tbo Eujrlisli Reaidont) lias taken up a partial 
ahoile. Iff! will make it suoli so long as the sulitlo Maliralta ooutimiea 
with the I’oisliwa. The situation is particularly favourablo for keeping 
the communication of correepioiidonce compileto between your presi- 
dency and our friends in this quarter. It keeps the circle perfect. It 
is certain that there had bean some secret stroke in meditation be- 
tween the Britisli and the lately hostile Sultan.'- Almost Dutohliko 
slowness and Oriental indecision delayed the stroke till, to use an old 
adage, the iron cooled The opportunity is passed, and to prevent its 
return will bo the true British policy. Various ideas are entertained 
by the delay of hJciudia. It has been asserted in our camp that he 
aimed at inoasuros tending to fix a claim to the Mogul tribute of two 
and a half lakhs of rupees, agreed to be paid by the Company to tlio 
Dewanni. But 1 can scarcely credit it, although I know that 
Soindia's power at Delhi is all, and that of the Mogul is nothing. 
Beside, by the king’s determination in 1771 to reside at Delhi instead 
of Allahabad, that claim was forfeited. 

“ The Sikhs hold the northern balance of India. Intrigue cannot 
act on them from tlie unsettled nature of their living. But if Soindia 
had youth to reduce them, as ho has spirit and resolution, their weight 
would soon again rostoro the throne to the worshippers of the Hindoo 
Thoogony.” 

Diu'ing tho period that Da Boiguo was raising the Second and Third 
Brigades, and establishing his master’s authority, tho enormous growth 
of Sindhia’s power was being ■watched with rancorous jealousy by 
Takuji Ilolkar, his partner in tho province of Malwa, and his great 
compeer in the Maratha Confederation. Holkar had been associated 
with Madhoji in tho extension of the Maratha power over Hindustan. 
Politically the two wore equal, and the former clung to his prescriptive 
share in tho conquest with great tenacity. But Pdtan aud Morta, and 
the oomidotion of De Boigne’s army, disturbed the balance of power, 
and the shrewd and enterprising policy of Sindhin outran the slower 
and more consorvativo course that Holkar sleored, and carried him to 
the front. Talulji realised this, and, in order to combat it, raised a 
disciplined corps of his own. Its organisation was begun in 1791, and 
the Chevalier Dudreneo, a gallant French gentleman, but a singularly 
nnfoi'tunale soldier, was chosen for its command. 

* Tipd Sultan of Mysore. 
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Had ilolkar merely confined himself to the efitablifihment of an 
infantry brigade, modelled on the lines of De Boiguo’s, Siiulbin might 
have regarded bis eudcavonrs with tolerable iiulifforeuco. lint simnl- 
tiineon&ly cabals and intrigues were sot on foot at the Peahwa’B Court 
at Poonah, and every craft brought to boar to undermine Madlioji's 
influence. So snoeessfnl wore the conspirators that Sindbia soon 
found it neeo.ssary to proceed to tlie capital to protect his own inte- 
rests, and counteract the schemes of his enemies. The stop was a 
serious one, but the necessity was great ; for Sindbia’s ambition com- 
prehended an assertion of jiower, not merely in IliuduBtan, but over 
the whole of the Maratlia doiniirions, and Ilolkar’s hostility neutra- 
]i,sed in the south all that De Boigne’s .successes had wrought in lire 
north. 

Hindustan was secure while De Boiguo's brigado.s hold it in an iron 
grasp, and of this Hadhoji folt satisfied. So ho appointed Gopal Eao 
Bluio Ilia Viceroy, and prop)ai’ed to start for Poonah. But in order to 
allay suspicion he announced that the object of his journey was to 
invest the Peshwd with the insignia of the oflioe of Va/cil-i-MiUluq, 
or supreme deputy of the empire, which had been confirmed on him 
three yoar.s previously hy the Emperor. Moreover, with diplomatio 
moderation, ho confined his escort to a single battalion (the one chosou 
to accompany him being that commanded by Michael Pilozo), and a 
bodyguard raised for the occasion by Colonel John Hesslng, who had 
(luarrcUed with De Boigno after the battle of Piitan, and resigned iris 
command. In the spring of 179B Madhoji Sindhia commenced his 
journey, and marching hy slow stages arrived at Poonah on the illh 
of J une following. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE HATTLE OF EilKHArBI. DEATH OF JIADHOJI SINDHIA. 

1798-1794. 

T he cloimrhivp of Ifadlioji Siuclliiii from Hmdiislau was tbo sigunl 
for Tdlcfijl Holkai' to oommouco operations in that quarter. He 
liaci long considerotl himself unjustly used by tlje small slmro awarded 
him of tho territory conquered from tho Mughal, aud his indignation 
wa.") greatly incroasod wlion Iio loarnt that ono of the i)riaei2)al objects 
of Sindhia's visit to Poouali was to iwocuro tho recall of his rival from 
tho conquered iirovincos. This was not an unnatural stop for Madhoji 
to take. In tho battles that had led to tho annexation of Ilindnstan, 
and tho subjugation of tho Rajput States of Jaiinm and Jodhpur, 
Ilolkar had studiously, and on ono notahlo occasion, treacherously, 
Ifeiit aloof; but, as not unfroquontly occurs, when tbe lighting was 
over, ho desired to share tho plunder. In Hindustan he had been less 
insistent, or loss sucoossful, but ho bad made iqi for this in Eajputana, 
whore ho had carefully avoided conflict until PAtan and Merta had 
been fought and won, when ho sent his troops across the Ghambal, 
pretondod that in tho division of the apioils tho tribute of Jaipur had 
passed to him, aud Jodhpur to Sindhia, and assorted his equal right 
to oeeuiiy, with Madhoji’s foroea, tho nowly-nnnexod territory of Ajmir. 
This, of course, loci to disagi'osmonts and diflicnltios ; but, before draw- 
ing his own sword, Plolkar sought for some other iustrument to use 
against Sindhia, and in tho restless and roboUious spirit of lamdil Beg 
found the very weapon ho dosired. 

He at once dotormiuod to make a cat's-paw of the Mughal noble, 
and push him forward to disturb tbe tranquillity of tho now conquests, 
trusting in any disturbance that ensued to find an O2)portnnity to 
further his own interests. A pjlausihle chance soon iwosented itself. 
Before tho MartithA occupation of Delhi, one of the Emperor's most 
trusted ministers lead been a nnhlemau named Najaf Kuli Khan. 

78 
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Tliis xiorson had recently died, leaving a widow, who still maintained 
her indcx>endonoe in the fortress of Kanannd, Hoing a woman of 
liravG and luaaeuliue axiirit, she refused to surrender her stronghnld to 
Siudhia, and as such rehelUous conduct could not ha overlooliod, it 
was deemed ueocssary to t.ako foreililo measnieiS to reduce her to 
submission, and De Boigno ordered Major Berrou to xu'ooood against 
Kiinaiiud with a small force and capture it, Najaf Kuli Klian during 
his lifetime had formed so high an estimate of the xiower of Bo Boigno's 
battalions, that previous to his death, although exhorting his Begum 
to hold out resolutely against the Mai'athas, ho advised her to surrender 
at once if De Boiguo’s troops were sent against her. AVith this warn- 
ing fresh ill her luomory the widow was prepared to sue for poaeo, 
but before she aotuall\' did so, Ismiiil Beg, who bad remained inactive 
after Ids defeat at I'liLau, instigated by Talu'iji ifolknr, colleotod a 
force, and, marebing to Kanaimd, persuaded the Begum to oppose 
resistance, 

A description of the battle which ensued between Ismail Beg and 
PeiTOn’.s forces will bo found in the sketch of the latter’s lifo, to which 
it rightly belongs. Hero it is snilicient to record that the fort of 
KAiiannd was captured and the Bcgnm killed, whilst Ismail Bog, in 
order to save himself from a shameful treachery premeditated against 
him by the garrison, surrendered to Perron, under promise of his lifo 
being spared. Directly Madhoji Siudliia hoard that lus old oiioiny 
was at last in his xiower, he sent orders for his immediate e.xooution, 
but Be Boigne eluvalrously resisted the mandate, and saved tho life of 
the gallant but unfortunate noble, whoso energy in the field anil 
lieroio resistance to the invaders of his country was the one bright 
spot iu the miserable history of incapacity and defeat that brought 
about tho downfall of the Mughal Bmxiire. Ismiiil Bog was sent as a 
state prisoner to Agra, whore he was treated with the respiect due to 
his rank and courage, and awarded a suhsistouoe of Ils.GOO a month. 
But his spirit was broken by his misfortunes, and be never lifted bis 
bead again. He died in 1799, and with biin passed away the last 
worthy warrior that sought to sustain tbo dynasty of Taimur iu 
independencQ on the tbrono. 

Tbo failure of Ismiiil Beg’s final effort left Holkar with only bbnaolf 
to depiend upon for the aooomplisliment of bis hostile designs against 
Madhoji, and it was not until the latter had xn'oceeded to the Doecan, 
in 170b, that ho dared to bring matters to a crisis. In July of that 
year a rapture took pilaoe between his troop.s and those of Siudhia, 
when the two faction, s were engaged iu levying tribute iu Ihijinitana. 

A quarrel oyer the sxwils of a certain district led to an appeal to arms, 
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and this was aij oneo followed by active preparations for war between 
tlio two great rival cliiofe. 

Gopiil Itiio ISliao, Madhoji’s Viceroy in Hiudnstan, liaviug Rnmmoned 
Lalcwa iJiidii and Ho Tioigno to join bim, advanced against Holkar’s 
army, which was in the vicinity of Ajiuir. Tho latter endeavonrod to 
avoid a pitched battle, and soino time was lost in marohes and couiitei- 
marohoa, hut he 'wiis at length brought to bay in tho pass of Lahhairi 
in September, 17!);h 

Gopdl Ih'w'a army consisted of il0,000 liorse, and De Eoigne’a First 
Brigade of 0,000 infantry, with 80 guns, whilst Ilolkar brought into 
the field 00,000 cavalry, and his four uowly-raisod regular battalions 
under the command of the Ohovalier nudrenee. Do Boigno, on wlioiii 
tlio coimuaiul devolved, found tho enemy stroiAgly posted in a defile in 
tho hills, whoi'C the nature of the ground was such that only a very 
small force ooidd bo utilised in attack. Tho battle that ensued has 
boon described by tho General as the mo.st obstiniito and bloody one 
lie was over engaged in. IIq began the action by sending forward 
throe battalions of infantry and 500 Itohilliis to storm the narrow, 
wooded pass wliioh led to the enemy's position. But scareely had 
those advanced than a terrible disaster overtook his main body. A 
ohaneo shot struck an open tiiudiril of ammunition and exploded it, 
and this was immediately followed by tho explosion of twelve others 
standing near. The eata.stropho threw tho Brigade into tho greatest 
alarm and confusion, but fortmiatoly, owing to tho wooded and hilly 
nature of tho coniilry, ITolkar's Gavalry were unable to take full advan- 
tage oJ' it. AVith tho wonderful presence of mind and resouroo in 
momonts of cri.sifi that never failed him, Do Boigno retrieved the 
disaster, lleluruing to liis main body lie collected and reformed tho 
broken soldiery in time to meet the onslaught of tho enemy’s cavalry, 
who, as soon ns they came under bis fire began to waver, De lioigne 
then ordered his regular horso forward, and leading them in person, 
attacked tho hesitating foe, and turned a doubtful day iuto a complete 
victory. 

Tho puniahment of tho battle fell on tho Chevalier Dudronoe’s corps. 
These wore unable to keep iij) with the cavalry in their rapid flight, 
and in solf-dafonco faced round and attempted to stem tho pursuit. 
With tho utmost determination and gallantry they contested the 
ground until they wore practically annihilated. Dudi'eneo alone 
escaped iinlmL't, every European officer in his force being killed 
or wounded, whilst thirty-eight of his guns were captured. The 
shattoi'od wreck of Holkar’s army made a proeipitate flight across the 
Clmmbal into Malwa, whore their prineo, in impotent rage, swooped 
down upon Sindhia's undefopded capital of Ujjain and sacked it. 
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The battle of Laltbairi cleckleil for seven years the doubtful contest 
tlmt bad liiUierlo smouldered between tbc bouses of Ujjsun and Indore. 
It made Siiidbia tbe sole master of the llaratba aoqnisHinus in Hin- 
dustan, and bumbled tbe pride if it did not actually break tbo lioai't of 
Takuji Holkar, wbo never showed figbt again, and died four years 
later. Tbe one redeeming feature of tbe defeat was tbe valour dis- 
played by tbe Chevalier Hudreneo’a disciplined brigade. Short-lived 
and ill-fated Ibougb it bad been, it bad still proved its worth, and 
shortly afterward, s Holkar was induced by this officer to raise auotbor 
corps on similar lines. 

Tbe quarrel between Siudbia and Holkar, and tbe absence of tbo 
former from Hindustan, now promjitcd d’artab Sing of Jaipur to 
throw off tbe yoke of a tributary and declare hi.s iudepondenoe. lie 
was a ruler not wanting in spirit, nor deficient in judgment, but on 
this occasion las conduct was both impolitic and pnsillauimoua, for ho 
lacked the courage and the energy to carry into oifeot a dctorminalion 
bo bad arrived at too hastily. No sooner was Do Doigiio iiifonuod 
of Partfib Sing’s refusal to pay bis tribute, than, %vitb his usual 
vigour and promptitude, be marched from Lakhairi io Jaipur. The 
Elijah foil back before him, and shut himself up in bis capital, and at 
tbe last moment, rather than sustain a siege, tendered bi.s submiBsion 
and paid tbo fine demanded of nearly a million sterling. 

Matters being thus settled Eartab Singh invited Do Doigno to bis 
capital, and entertained him in a style of unparallolod magiiiliconco. 
From Jaipur tbo General marched bis Brigade back to tbe Doiib, 
stopping on tbe way to visit tbo Elijah of Ulwar at IVIaohori. Here 
be narrowly escaped assassination whilst attending tbo chief's durbar, 
Diulug tbe ceremony ono of tbo Elijah’s attendants, approaching bis 
master, aslced, in a whisper, if bo would authorise the assassination of 
De Boigne, wbiob could be accomplished when be was leaving ibe 
])alace. To bis credit, bo it recorded, tbe Priuoo of Ulwar recoiled in 
horror from tbo foiE suggestion, and in consequenoe no attempt was 
made to carry it out. De Boiguo’s Vakil overheard tbo ijroposal, 
which was whispered in a vernacular tbo General did not understand, 
and communicated it to him, but De Boigue not only made no com- 
ment, but never alluded to tbe incident in any way afterwards. 

De Boigue bad now reached the zenith of Lis greatness, and when 
be returned to Delhi at llio bead of Lis victorious army, bo was tbo 
autocrat of Hindustan. Ho bad vanquished all Sindhia’s ouemio,s, 
and there was not one left that dared to so much as raiso a hand. 
The power of Holkar was broken, and the rebellious si)iril of Eiyputaua 
reduced, whilst Delhi was bumbled to the position of a city occupied 
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bj' an oiieray. yiiali ’Aliiin, Uig bliud Euiperor, was suffered to exist — 
a mere symbol of antliority — iu order that the fiction of governing in 
his name might he preserved. AH the power lay in Do Boigno's hands, 
for GopiU liao had recently boon siispocted by Sindbia of participation 
in the hostile intrigues of Nana Parnavis, and deposed from his office 
of Viceroy of Ilindnstaii, which was conferred upon Do Boigne, with 
whom the Bhiio, in his misfortunes, had taken refuge, and by whom 
he was protcetod, even as Ismail Beg had been, from the malice of a 
wanton and cruel reveugo. 

With Sindhia Do Boigne was paramount, for the Maratha Chief 
although treacherous by nature aud suspicious by disposition, trusted 
his European General implicitly, and treated hun as honourably as he 
trusted him. Never did any European gain from a native prinoe such 
confidence aud esteem as JIo Boigne won from Madhoji, who frorpuently 
remarked that though he owed his being and his heritage to his father, 
it was De Boigne who tanght him how to enjoy the one, and mako 
use of the other. Assuredly this was the case, for it was Da Boigne's 
battalions “hoforo whoso bayonets terror recoiled, aud whose grape 
soattered armies in flight” that raised up Sindhia to his supireme 
position, aud kept him there. 

That Do lioigiie was worthy of the great responsibilities to wbioli 
he was called, history hears witness. Although surrounded by temp- 
tations which appealed to his ambition, his vanity, and his cupidity, 
he never abused hia opportunities, hut, on the contrary, made the noble 
use of them, that stamps him as a good as well as a great man. In 
the exalted rank he had attained, the power for evil was as potent as 
the power for good, and ho chose to exert the latter. Poremost in 
war, he was also foremost in peace, and the welfare aud social improve- 
ment of those he ruled, were his sincere aim. In battle his fearless 
courage and military genius inspired with confidence the ignorant and 
barbarous peoples he trained to arms, but when the fight was finished 
ho tempered the brutality of the times by an exercise of humanity 
that made its mark on the decade. The ferocity of war, and the 
savage reprisals of victory were curbed by the enforcement of a ligid 
disoip)line i and slaughter, devastation, and rapine were sternly re- 
pressed. lie never suffered the disgrace of defeat, and he never 
permitted the greater moral disgrace that too often attached to the 
unlicensed excesses of coiKiuest in the East, Loyal as ha was to 
Sindhia, he was ogually loyal to his own sense of rectitude, and feared 
not to champion the claims of humauity when the occasion arose. 
Often did he stand between Madhoji and the hasty wrath that would 
have been guilty of a mean or wicked action, shielding those whom 
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the (luEipotism of au Oriental revenge tliroatoned, until tljo fierce storm 
of passion had passed and jnstice was allowed to resume its sway. 
That Do IJoigne could so act, and did so act, and yet to tlio last 
retained Ms master’s esteem and confidence, proved that his moral 
victories Vt'ere even greater than those which he won with his sword. 

From June, 1793, to Fehniary, 1794, Madhoji roniainod at Poonali, 
Dndoavoming to gain over the young Pesliwa, and circuiuvont the 
crafty machinations of hia many enemies at Court. The signal deloat 
of Holltar at Lakhairi made the task even more difficult than before, 
for the universal jealousy it aroused increased Sindhia's unpopularity 
in the Deccan capital, whilst hia schemes wore too ambitious to find 
immediate adherents, 'i’ho time p)a.ssed in intrigue and counter 
intrigue, plot and counter plot, until at la.st his efforts hogau to bo 
rewarded, and the young Poshwii,, chafing under the airslero dircoliou 
of Nana Parnavis, evinced a decided iuclinatiou to throw off tho yoku 
and submit himself to the more attractive guidance of his groat 
vassal. Madhoji was rough, hut he was gonial, and ho cloaked his 
ahrewduess under an apparently open and hcarl.y nature. Tbore was 
a certain freedom in his manner which was attractive, and ho 
assiduously laboured to please. Tt almost seomod as if tho sauio 
good fortune that had crowned his arms in the north was going to 
crown his diplomacy in the south, when, in this moment of snoco.ss, 
there came a sudden summons to him — a summons that Idngs and 
subjects alike must obey, and which shatters all hopes and ambitious, 
even as it terminates aU fears and sufferings. Early in February 
1794, the old. Patel, whilst residing at Wauaoh, near Poonab, was 
seized with a violsut fever, and on tho twelfth of tho mouth, in tho 
sixty-fourth year of his ago, Madhoji Sindhia, tlie greatest prince, 
with the exception of Sivaji, that the Maratha nation over produced, 
breathed his last. 

Gifted with great political sagacity, skilled in artifice, and a master 
of intrigue, Madhoji’s schemes were ambitions, but praotlcablo. Had 
he lived there i.s little doubt but that ho would have fulfilled a portion, 
at least, of the task he set hhnself, and fomidod an independent 
dynasty which might Imve claimed a place by the side of the groalost 
in India. Ilis military talents were of the first rank, and he was not 
less a great statesman than a great soldier. It was tho combination 
of the highest qualities of each that enabled him to recegniso tho 
merits of De Boigne and adapt them to his pm'poso. Boldly brenldiig 
free from the trammels of long-established custom, ho Rnporsodod an 
untrained multitude with a comparatively small, hut compact and 
highly disciplined army. wMeh formed a powerful weapon in his 
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hands. I£ia ontoipi'iso mot with its duo reward, for it raisod him up 
to a iiositioii which know uo conipeor, and foarod no rival. 'Tho 
fightiiin maehino ho oallod into existonco made liim invincible. 
Uoforo his death, in addition to liis va.st posscBsions in Central India 
and Malwa, across tho Ghaiubal Itiijjiutana was his va.s&al, and 
Hindustan his own. Prom tho Deccan in tho south to tho Siwaliks 
in the north, from the valloy of tho Oangos in tho oast to the dosorta 
of Bikanir in tho west, tho sway of tho old Patdl was undisputed. 
The kingdom ho loft holhnd him was tho luo.st powerful in all India, 
and it owed its circumstanoe not loe.s to tho statesmanship of Madhoji 
Sindhia than to tho battalions of Jlonoit Do Boigne. 
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AL'CKSbION OF DAULAT I!A0 SIftUHlA. DE EOIONE lUiSIGNS IIIS COMMAND. 


1704 - 5 . 

M ADHOJI BINDHIA loft no cbiklrcn, and was Micceeded by Ina 
f^i’and nephew, Danlat Eao Sindliia, a youtli of fifteen, who was 
entirely under the influence of a crafty IJi'ahmin named Balolni 
Tantia, whom ho appointed bis mimbter. Tantia, in common with 
most of the leading MariUha, cbieftauis, w'as inimical to Do Doigno, 
and jealous of bis enormous poAver. But it was impoRsiblo to attompt 
any change in the complicated military and political machine that 
controlled Uinduatan, and the General was confirmed in the command 
of the army, the guardianship of the Emperor’s kingdom, and tho 
government of all the Mariltha possessions noith of the Chanibak 
On his accession Daiilat Eao Sindliia decidoil to remain at Poonah 
and continue his uncle’s policj', which had been directed towards the 
attainment of a preponderating influence at the Court of the Poshwa. 
His position was soon considerably strengthened by tho arrival of 
De Boigne's First Brigade, imder the command of Major Perron, 
Avhich had been ordered down to the Doeoaii by Madhoji shortly 
before his death. This secured the young chief a force sullicieiit to 
aw'e the Peshwa, and assm'e the ascendancy of his own views. More- 
over, about the same lime Hessings’s and Filoze’s corps ivoio con- 
siderably augmented. 

On the death of his old master De Boigne’s conduct was governed 
by those principles of honoiu’ and rectitiido which distinguished his 
whole career. So great was his power that it is no exaggeration to 
say he might have made Hindustan his own ; hut the temptation was 
rejected, and the soldier of fortune who had so loyally served Madhoji 
Sindhia wavered not for an instant in his aUegianoo to the hoy prince 
who succeeded him. 

Often throughout his career had Do Boigne been the recipient of 
tempting overtures from neighbouring powers, who sought to detach 
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him from tliQ IMaitUhii interest, and seoaro his services for them- 
selves, and many of these offers were uow repeated. Shah ’Alam, 
vvlin in his impotent blindness and degrading confluaiucnt, still 
hugged tlio deliisiou of majesty, piroposed to confer on Dc Boigne 
the high nffiee of "iVnzir, if he would employ his Brigades in restoring 
an independent Hfiiglial Empire. ZoiHiin Shah, the king of Cahul, 
.sent his ambassadors to the General, with offers so dazzling, that they 
amomitcd to an oipial share in hi.s throne if De Boigus would set up 
the dominion of the Abdali in India. But these and many other 
overtures were all declined, and De Boigne remained true to the 
young master of the house he had so long served, and whose fortunes 
he had raised to such a commanding eminence in the community of 
Indian nations. 

It was a noble deoisiou that recognised the path of duty so clearly 
and followed it so unhaltingly. For it was the deci.sion of a proud, 
ambitioiia man in the flood tido of hia 3UCoe.ssful earoer, on whose 
actions no restraint was placed save that of conscience. De Boigne 
was at this time hut forty-three years old, and in the very prime of 
life, and there was afforded to him a po.ssibility of obtaining indepen- 
dent sovereign power. But he rejected fhe temptation ; and in the 
renunciation there was a finer credit than any which the grandeur of 
an usurped crown could have conferred. 

Upon the accession of Daulat Eao Sindhia Do Boigne’s over- 
whelming strength enabled him to keep the peace in Hindustan, and 
overawe those projected rebellions against existing authority which 
always follow the succession of Oriental rulers. Three small out- 
breaks occurred at Datia, Narwar, and Sohawalgarh, but were 
speedily suppressed by Majors Fremont, Sutherland, and Gardner, 
who were severally detached to reduce tlie refractory chiefs implicated. 
With these exceptions no record exists of any extensive military 
operations undertaken north of the Ohambal, during the period that 
intervened between Madhoji Sindhia's death, and the General’s de- 
parture for Europe. 

But although his sword was allowed to rest in its sheath there were 
many civil and political duties which claimed De Boigne'a attention 
at this time, and two of them are especially interesting. One wa,s 
the condition of the TdJ at Agra, the other the ch'oumstances of the 
Emperor Shah ’Alam. An interest in both matters was evinced by 
Colonel John Murray, an officer of the Company holding a high 
post under Govoruinent at Calcutta, who, on the 22nd of Fehraary, 
1794, wrote to De Boigne, imiuiring if any steps were being taken to 
preserve the uni<iue mausoleum raised to Mumtaz-i- Mahal at Agra, 
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and stating that “ liQ had repoatodly heard that this monnmont of 
Eastern magnificence and rotinoment was likely to fall soon into 
irrevocable decay, uuloss moans were taken without loss of time to 
prevent it." 

He Loiguo, in reply to this in (piiry, wrote : — “ I have boon liononrod 
with your kind favour of the 2'2ud. nltimo, which has given me much 
lilcasuro in finding myself noted by you, and thought capirblo ol 
effecting the liberal views and honomablo wishes you have in the 
preservation of the Tage." He then wont on to state that ho had 
already once or twice spoken to Madhoji Sindliia on the subjoot of 
preserving the mausoleum “ but lie did not appear to value more than 
the richness of the m.aterial.” A small allowauoe had boon sanctioned 
for the expenses of keeping it in good repair, “ but the avarice and 
parsimony of the Hindoo caste in general, and the Mahrattos in 
partionlar, as also their abborrouce of all that ia Mahomodan will for 
over impede the application of the allowance to its real purpose . . . 

I shall certainly use my best endeavours, and take advantage of the 
little influenoG I have witli the Prince, to have the allowance already 
made, applied to the repairs of it, and if possible to have something 
more added to it, if the former is thought insufficient. . . . Was evor 
Soindia endowed with those noble principles you possess, and wliioh 
guide your actions in this desire of yours, yet the Pundits, who have 
the management of all business at Court, will never put aside the old 
way of embezzling the half of what is to pass by their hands, which is 
so familiar in every transaction, that it is not thought so much as to 
talse any notice of it. ... If I am so happy as to moot with success 
in luy exertions to execute your commands, that honour shall ho 
yonrs, and positively to you alone shall bo indebted for the pleasure 
they shall enjoy in the admiration of that superb momunent. If 
otliorwiao, and that the decay of it cannot be mnoh retarded, you shall 
have the self-satisfaction of having wishod and dono j'our utmost for 
its preservation, and I, at your request, to have followed your steps in 
that noble career. Requesting the favom' to be at all times honoured 
with your commands, and with a place in your acquaintance, permit 
me to be, with unfeigned regard, Sir, yovu- most obedient and very 
humble servant, Bt. De Boicine.” 

The “ Dream hi Marble” still stands to witch all pOgrims to Agra 
with its exquisite beauty. It’s costly splendour may bo estimated 
from the fact that upon this single edifice over threo million pounds 
sterling were expended, and this, too, in a eonulry whore labour was 
the cheapest item in building work. It is foiuned of the finest white 
marble inlaid with precious stones, and although bearing many marks 
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of Vandal Maratlia liaiids, still the 2'ty exists in all its original exqiiisifco 
symmetry of form. For their sliare in its preservation posterity owes 
a (lobt of gratitude to Colonel John Murray and Benoit Do Boigno. 

Colonel Murray was evidently encouraged by the tone of Be 
Boigne’s letter to address him on another subject -wliich he had at 
heart. Tlii.s was the ill-treatmont the Emperor Sliab 'Alum was 
exporiencing at the hands of Lis Marfitha appointed custodian 
Nizam-ul-Diu. This man was by profes.sion a Dervish, and often 
alluded to as the “ Cowrie Fathor,” from the circum-stance that alma 
in the shape of Coivries, or shells (tho lowest form of currency in 
India), were often thrown to falcirs of his persuasion. 'Writing on 
the 10th of Oetohor, 1794, Colonel Murray thanks De Boigne for the 
attention paid to his letter regarding tho preservation of the Taj, and 
now begs to enlist his sympathies on behalf of the bhnd Emperor, 
asking him “ to use hia pious ondeavonre to mitigate the sufferings of 
this fallen and ill-used family,’’ and enclosing the following extract 
from a letter, writteir by a friend of Do Boigno at Delhi, to a corre- 
spondent iu the Company's service 

‘‘ Soinclia seta Shah Nizam-ool-Deeu over the Bacishaw as tho 
greatest scoundrel they could find. Ho does not give a farthing ot 
money to tho Badshaw, or any of hia people, affecting to console the 
poor old king that it is all tho better for him, as no temptation cair 
remain for another Gholain Cadir to seize upon him for the sake of 
plunder. Eegulariy every day he ftu’nishos the old King with two 
seers (4 Ihs.) of ihllaw and eight seers of meat for himsolf to get cooked 
as ho Ihios, This, with two loaves of broad, about the length each of 
a oirbit, to suffice for breakfast, dinner, and supper, and he may get 
masala (spioes and condiments) whore ho can. This, however, 
though it is to serve for five persons, and the poor servants who can 
pick at it a hit afterwards, is living in clover in comparison with the 
rest of the Eoyal Household. They, poor oveaturoa, without dis- 
tinction, Princes and Princesses, nay Queens and all eunuchs and 
female slaves, have exactly delivered out to them to hake into cakes 
two seers a day of barley flour for every three of them, which they are 
to bake for themselves, and are thus afforded two-thirds of a seer of 
food a day. For liguors, from the King to tho tmmsiiit, they have 
nothing but water. The King's q^nincunoial party at dinner every day 
is made out of himself and his doctor, his son and heir, and a little 
favourite daughter, and the mighty boon of being one at this fine 
extra fare is faudy allotted to his 200 Bogums, one after another in 
turn; ho that of the poor Queens each has a prospect, of what to them, 
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aftor llioiv luisorablo faro, must be a high treat indoocl, a diunor and 
a half a year ! I asked if the old gentleman would not wish to regale 
Idinseir with hoof now and then? Yes, ho losigs for it, but 'where is 
lie to gi't it? The seiTauls often apply in great misery to the 
nufeoliug father (Niviain-ool-Dcen) for n. little wages, when, after 
having been liiroe or four months 'without a fartliing, he will porimps 
only bestow on lliom three or four , annas, on another pioiliaps as much 
as eight annas. The old Nizam (of Hydrabad) sent the Ifing six years 
ago (1,000 gold mohurs. They every farthing got into the Cowrie 
Father’s hands, and remain there ! ” 

Such was the pitiful condition to which the Emperor of IlindusLaii 
was reduced when Colonel John Murray, impelled by a foohug of 
humanity, 'wrote to De Boigne. It wa.s not irntil the month of March 
ill the following year that flio latter replied to the letter, for it readied 
him during a time when he was prostrated with illnesR, and incapa- 
citated from work. But as soon as he had recovered, and insti- 
tuted the necessary intpiirios, he sout the following answer to Colonel 
Murray, dated from Koil, the 12tli of IVfarch, 1795 : — 

“ Dear Sir, — I can’t but with propriety begin by making you 
strong and 'warm apologias for my having been so long in acknow- 
ledging your kind favour Inst received in its duo time, and delivered 
to mo by Lieutenant Robert Murray. Be pleased to holiove, my dear 
sir, that the cause don’t come from any neglect or f'orgotfulnoss. Too 
proud in the honour of your rememhranoo and corrospondenco, I 
have had so had a state of health for those six months, that with the 
greatest difficulties have I been able to attend in part to tho duties of 
my station, -w'hioh, indeed, are too gi-eat to leave mo n mnmont's 
(puiotuess of mind or body. On that account, and confiding in your 
kindness and liberality, I have some hope that you’ll bo pleased to 
forgive me. 

“In regard to your observations of tbs King Shah Allum and 
family's situation, they are but too right. Ho'ivovor, not quito so bad 
as by the paper you have been pleased to send me, the author having 
somewhat exaggerated or been misinformed. Could the old man 
know tiie interest you take in his misfortunes, which are great indeed, 
he could not but admire the goodness and sensibility of your hearl, 
whioh is above all praise; and myself, as if iiiforinod with your 
liberal intentions, feel as you do for tho unfortunate. I ha,V6 been for 
near these two years past endeavouring to alleviate the niisorios of 
that family, and have been perhaps rather troublesome to the late 
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IfadlKijoG Seiiulia iu that rcspoot. I will not disguise Ibat tlio lu’iu- 
cipal motives of my oxortious wore not so pure as yours, they being 
jiiHior intendeil to tho i-cpntation of tlio prinoe, ray master, and 
pterhaps my o\vu, knowing that the Idng’.s miseries could not hnt 
tarnish it in the eyes of the woxM. IIo always promised me that at 
his return in Indo&tan ho wonhl certiiinly attend to luy apipdiciition in 
ameliorating his situation, and had he lived no doubt soiiictliing 
would have been dona. After his death I have continued my impor- 
Inuitics to the young prince, which has occasioned, as yon may have 
heard, some advances to tho Sonhahdar of Dolby, Hliawjeo, that Fakir 
having been obliged to pay lately 150,000 rupees, which tho Mahratta 
chiefs have taken from him without the king’s henefittlng by it, 
except about 25,000 in nnzsars and good.s presented to him. At the 
same time it has been settled that the former, or present allowance 
of the king, should ho increased by 5,000 rupees a month. A few 
villages have been ceded in Jaghir to some of the Begums and Piin- 
oosses, and I have put myself Mirza Akber Shali’s eldest son in 
possession of a province called Kolte Kassim, producing about 30,000 
rupees par annum, which ho hold also iu Jagltir before the late 
troubles in ludostan. All this, which is not much, has been done 
new, and not, I assure yon, wdllioat my enoomitoriug tbe greatest 
dilfioulties, the present govorumout and the Mahratta chiefs having 
not tho smallest intention or wish to ameliorate the situation of that 
poor old mail ; and it may be said tbo little already done to have 
been done enliiely by deference to him than to tho King — which 
Lriiigs us to say, 0 ! Tempora ! 0 ! Mores ! Tho province in Bhawjec’s 
possession intended for tho support of the royal family may produce 
about seven lakhs im- annum. Should that sum be employed to that 
purpose, it would he quite, if not above, sufficient. But Shawjeo, aa 
a Faldr, takes the greatest piart of it for himself, and a great deal 
must bo given to the Mahratta chiefs, to he supported and continued 
in his office. “Who is not nc<xuainlod perfectly with tho Mahratta 
character— particularly tho ITmdits— can have no ido.T, of their 
avarice and insensibility and bad faith. It may he said they have 
all the vices known, without any of tho virtno.s, which gives reason to 
suppose that the Empire is soon to fall. Being forced, against my 
wish, to enter into all the detaibs of government since llie deatb of 
Madhiijee Shah, I have tho opportunity to know them hotter than I 
have been aide to learn in ten years before. 

“ Being so far advanced in your wishes and good Intoations iu regard 
of that miserable family, I shall couluiuo to employ my host osenions, 
and the little lulluenoe I have in tho Government, to do what may put 
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tliom out of pliysical ■naiif, and which 60,000 rnpeca a month will 
ontiii'clj' do. Whore so foi'timato, I shall with a heartfelt Batisfactioii 
give yon dno intimation of it, persuaded that it will bo an Qiijoymout 
to yon. 

“ Do mo the honour of j'onr remembrance and of your commands. 
My punctuality in the oseciition of them will prove to you my being 
with regard and esteem, 

“ Your most humble and very obedient servant, 

“ Bt. De Boiune,” 

In this letter it is important to note Do Boigiiots opening statomeiit 
regarding his ill liealth, for the time was now approaching when 
its GoutinuancQ obliged liim to resign his po.st, although other reasons 
were advanced for bis retirement. The letter is pervaded with a 
spirit of modesty, almost approaching humility, wliieh to English 
ears sounds strangely, when coming from one who wielded suoh 
immense piowor as the writer. A great deal of this is, no doubt, to 
bo traced to what has boon conventionally termed “ Eroucli polite- 
ness,” aud it certainly would not have been so noticeable if the letter 
had been expressed in French. Its whole tone convoys indisputahlo 
cvidciioe of the cordial fooling existing between Do Boigiio and the 
East India Company, aud the ostabli.slimont of a friendly corro.spon- 
donoo hotwGou him aud one of tho loading Government ollioials at 
Calcutta. 

It is not improbable tliat it was this established and friendly com- 
muuicatiou which gave rise to !in incident that occurred about ibis 
time, and requires special meutiou ; for it iUusIrnlos tho remarkable 
couhoUdation of Do Boigne’s power, and adds a crowning prestige to 
his career. In 1796 a n]utiny broke out amongst the officers of tho 
Company’s army in Bengal, due to circumstances into which it is not 
necuBsary to eutci licro, and in this omergonoy either tho Governor- 
General Sir John Shore applied to Do Boigne for assisLaueo, or it was 
offered spontaneously. Colonel Meadows Tayler, in his admirable 
history, states that the Company was the applicant, but from Lord 
Cornwallis’s corrospondonoc it would appear tliat in tho first instance 
the offer caiuo from De Boigne. It matters litllo which, for Iho fact 
remains that a cai'alry rogimout, ollicorod by Europeans, was placed 
at iho disposal of the Governor- General. No incident in Dc Boigna's 
life is BO significant as this, and yet, with customary indifferenco to 
all matters relating to independent luilitiuy adventure in Llio East, 
it is loft uumcniioned by many of the historians of India, and sliirrod 
over by nearly all the rest. But it was assuredly no slight circum- 
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f3tauc0 that, in a sorions crisia of ils affair-,, the Great Company 
Biihndur aecoplod from this Solilior of Fortiiuo assi-siaaca with 
wliicb to (|i7ell a mutiny in its own army, and found it aocordod iritli 
a xn'oiuphtude wliicli losliiied )>oth to Do Doigne’s power and his 
friendly disposition towards tlie English. 

Althongh Hindustan was peaceful, trouble soon lirolco out in the 
Dcceau, where a demand for UIlouI, or tribute, by the Matath.is led 
to a Will' between them and Nizam Ali Xlian, of Haularabad. Da 
Boiguc’s Ifii'st lirigadG, under Major Perron, was oi'derod by Sindhia 
to co-operate with the Peshwa's forces, and mainly through its instru- 
moutality a great victory 'was gained by the Mariithas on the 11th of 
March, 1795. A detailed account of the contest -will be found recorded 
in tho life of Perron. Although the actual loss on tho field was slight, 
Karelia (nr I’arinda, a.s it is sometimes called) was one of the moat 
notewortliy battloK of the period, not only from its results, but beeaus'O 
of tho munher of diseixiiined and Enropeau-led troops engaged in it. 
These amounted to nearly 40,000 men, and iucludod on tho side of tlio 
Mai'iithas Do Puigno’a First Brigade, tho iudependont corps of John 
lIoEsing and Miohaal Filoze, tho former hy this lima iueroaseil to four 
and tho lattar to sis battalions, and tho Ghovalior Dndronoo’s brigado, 
which was coutributoil by Ilolkar. On the side of tho Nizam there 
were eleven battalieua of Colonel Kaymond’s army, and tho iudepon- 
dent corps of Majors Boyd and Fingliiss. With tlia osceptiou of 
Lalchaii'i, which boio very much tlio aspect of civil war, Kardla was 
tho only oocasion on which tho native powers of India employed 
largo bodies of traiuod infantry and Em'opoan tactics in their con testa 
with one another, and tlio victory, gained chioUy by Dc Boiguc’s 
battalions, over an onemy similarly armed, drilled, and oommaiidod, 
and admirably handled, added very cousidorably to tho reputation of 
tho famous Brigades of IliuduBtan. 

But Kardla did moro than this. It confli-mod a disposition which 
many of the Maratha chiefs had long evinced for entertaining diseij)- 
liued bodios of rognlar infantry, and hereafter most of them are found 
employing corps trained and commaudocl by Em'opoans. Ifolkar 
iuoroasQil his ostabliahment by the addition of two brigades, under 
Majors Phniiot and William. Gardner. Major W. II. Tone was ordered 
to raise a force for tho Peshwi'i, into whosO service Major Boyd also 
entered. Lakvva D.'ida engaged Captain Buttcrliuld and the younger 
Bangstor for a similar purpose, and Anibaji Iiiglia oummissioned 
iTamoa Bhophord and Joseph BoIIasis, both excellent officers, and 
•worthy of a bettor master, to drill battalions for him, Appa Khandi 
Itao 'Was singularly fortunate in securing such a commander as 
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George Tlioaiai,, Ali Baliatlnr, of Biiiulolkliaiid, aiid fiaglioji 
Bliousk, of Boi'ai', oadi Jiad their trained hattalious, and Daiilal, IJiio 
Siudliia, in addition to the formidaldo army cj-eated Ly Do iioigiic, 
culortaiiiod no less than four otlicr imleprudont enrpa under IIlo 
coiimmuds of Colonels John llcosing, and kfiohaol Ihloze, Cnjitain 
Lrownrigg, and Gohmol Salcnr, wlio was at tiio head of tho Ijegiini 
fjoinni'K ooiiiiiigont. ’iVitliin live j'oais a eoinpleto changu took place 
in the varions ariuios of tlie kfaratlia Confodoraiion, and the Weatorn 
aystom of inililary organisation Rnperaodod tlio old native method. 
No chief of iinporlanco considered his army ooinploto unloas it cou- 
tamed disciplined infantry and Enropoan odicers. 

In tho face of this almost nnivoraal adoption of the Enropoan 
system it Is strange to find that the innovation jirovod of doublhd 
advantage. Eegnlar corps were delicate machiuos, requiring special 
knowledge and expert handling to keep them in order. They wore 
apt to hacomo dangerous to those who employed Ihom when not 
puuotnally paid and properly controlled. Tho radical changes thoii' 
introduction brought about in ManUha warfare were not suilod to 
the national charaotor of tlio people, Tho Maralhi'is wore osaoiilially 
cavaliers, fitted only for in-edatory campaigns, itapid retreats formed 
as important an element in the economy of their operations, as daring 
incursions, and a horse was a sino qua 7ion for any display of oonfi- 
donce and courage, of which they pos,so!!scd birt a very moderate 
share. Tho introduction of infantry and artillery involved j)itchod 
battles, and afforded no scope for those marvellously quiolc, and heruiu 
demoralising advances, .and those equally swift strategic movomonla 
to the roar, which distinguished the wild Doccan horseman of tho 
past. The result was that before long the Marathas, as a nation, 
began to lose that which they could least spare— tlieir oonrago, and 
also much of their former mobility, and confidcuoo in distant ontor- 
piises. And there were those who propheoiod that tho very iimova- 
tions which had created Madhoji Sindhia’s power, would in tho end 
prove tho min of his race. Colonel James ykinner dosoribea an 
incident which admirably illustrates this distrust of the now military 
policy. When Daukt Kao Sindhia gavo orders for tho erootiou of a 
permanent Cantonment at Ujjain, Gopal Kao, who had been rostoixul 
to favom' aftor Madhoji’.s death, and was now Oommaudcr-in-chiof of 
the klaratlui army (a term used in those pago.s to distinguish tlm 
national cavalry from tho mereanaiy trained infantry), made a strik- 
ing remark in open Durbar. “Our fathers,'’ he said, “tho first 
founders of the Mariitha power, made their housos on tho haek,s of 
horses; gradually the house eame to be made of cloth, and now you 
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arc malciug it of miiJ. 'i'ako care that in a sliorl time it does not 
turn to iirail, and ih never bnilt again.” Daulat fiao Sindliia langlied, 
and I'oglied, “Who i& there daio oppoRo me so long as I have my 
inlaiitry and guns ? ” “ Bowaro,” answered the old Maratlui genoial, 
“ it IS those voi-y infantry and gnus which will he your ruin.” 

A similar jn'odiction came twin a source oven more illinstrion,. In 
a speech ill the ITonae of Cummous Sir Philip Frances (pioted an 
opinion on this point passed by Warren Hastings. “ Sir,” said the 
great Pro-Consul to him, “ the danger yon allude to In the progi'csa 
the Mariitlids arc making in the art of castnig cannon, in the use and 
practice of artillery, and in the discipline of their armies is imaginary. 
The Mai'i'itliaa can never bo formidable lo iia in the tiekl on the priu- 
oiples of an Jfmvpean army. They aro pnrsning .a sebeme in which 
they can never snooeed, and hy doing so they detach themselves from 
their own plan of warfare, on which alone, if they acted wi.soly, tlioy 
would place dopoudenee.” A similar opinion was ospressod by the 
Duke of Wellington. 

But hislory proves that the Maratluis, or at least the inoroonario.5 
they employed, could be, and were, formed into escellont armies, 
drilled and diaoiplinod to a high state of ellieionoy. Nevei’tbele.ss, 
Warren Ilastlng.s’ oonclomnation of tlioir imwisdom in deserting their 
own military system found ample idustvation in the Pindari Wars, 
and in Laswari and Assaye. The genius of De Boigue, whilst it 
transformed savage irrogulars into stanueli and disoiplitied soldiery, 
created an ouormous standing army, that raised the fear and jealousy 
of tho English, and proved a vulncrahlc body, capable of being 
attacked and brought to baj'. It was unable to elude flight as tho 
mounted Marfitliii. liordos of tho past had done, and as laswant Eao’s 
Pindaris were yet again to do, and when it passed under the com- 
mand of a leader who lacked the political prudence of De Boigno, it 
became a menace, and hy courting tho very danger he warned it 
against, met the doom tho groyheards of tho nation predicted. 

Kardla was tho last battle in which l)o Boigne's Brigades were 
engaged during the period of his command. Towards the end of 
1795 luB health began to fail and bis eoiistitutioii to show filgua of 
yielding to tho enormous strain inaposed upon it. Best and change 
of elimato wore imperative. For eighteen unbroken years he had 
laboured under an Indian snn. There existed for him no snow- 
faimod Simla, no breezy Utakamaud, where ho might snatch annual 
reprieves from the furnace blasts of tho plains. Imagine a modern 
Indian Viceroy spending eighteen years in the plains ! Conceive a 
contemporary oommauder-iu-cHof compdeting eighteen annual tours 
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of inspection -wltliout a boliclay to the IlillK. Yot Ibis was wbat Do 
DoiRiie bad done. Little wonder that tbo time bad an'ived wbeu bo 
folt bo must relinfjnisb tbo reiua of jiower, or risk tlunr drojiping from 
stiffonod fingers, novor to bo picked np again. It baa been assorted 
that bo rosignod bis post bocauso some fancied atorm was browing, 
and that bis dopaiiure was tbo result of a prudent discretion, Dut 
wliat storm could have sliakcii tbo foundations of tbo power tbat 
absolutely ruled Hindustan ? Perron — base, braggart Purrou — 
boasted in after years tbat by bis iiitriguos bo bad ooiupollod bis 
general to resign. But to tbis vainglorious assertion tbo lie is given 
in a letter written to l)o lioigue by Daulat Ilao Sinclbia within a few 
montbs of tboir parting. “ You are tbo pillar of niy State, tbo right 
arm of rny victory," runs a passage in it ; “ your presonco is required 
in my oouncila and my Brigades. Come, with all speed. Witbout 
fail. It is my order and my petition to yoiu” 

All suggested roasous for Do Doigno’s resignation may bo diHinisHod 
save tbo one tbat really occa,sionod it— Iris broken health. It was not 
without a deep regret that be bowed to tbo inevitable iiooossity, and 
asked to bo relieved of Iris command. At first Daulat Eao Sindbia 
refused bis consent, or to allow bis general to depart. But De Buiguo 
persistod, and sanction was unwillingly accorded on the uudorstanding 
tbat if bis health was ro-establisbod by a oliatigo to Europe bo would 
return and resume bis post. His parting admonition to the Prince 
was to avoid aU contest with tbo English, and disband bis battalions 
rather than excite tboir jealousy, or risk a war with thorn. 

And thus it canio to pass that in. December, 1795, the curtain drew 
up on tbo last scene of the romantic drama of Indian military 
adventure which those 2 )ages have attempted to depict, and on tbo 
plain of Agra, whore seven years before he bad fought that stubborn 
battle which won an euipu’o for Madboji Sindliia, De Boigae paraded 
his battalions hi review for the last time. 

It was no ordinary occasion that witnessed the solemn parting 
between tbe obief and tbo army of his creation. The soono is one ima- 
gination can help to depict. The General, tall, gaunt, and martial, Ida 
rugged features showing signs of failing boaltli, is scaled on his eliargcr. 
He watches with sadness in his piercing eyes bis veterans passing 
before liiiu for the last timo. Tbo sword, that baa so often led the way 
to victory, now, and for the first time, IroinbloH in bis baud aa ho briuga 
it to the salute. Hank after rank, regiment after regiment, file i)aKt, 
of dusky Asiatics who deem this man llioir God, and eaunoL coiu- 
probend why ho should leave them now. Pjoforo him they would 
cast themselves down, and prossmg thoh I'orobeads to his feet, call 



DE BOIQNE RESIGNS HIS COMMAND. 


91 


him "Father,” and appeal to him to stay, hut for that stern dis- 
cipline which he has taught them, and whieh bids them to face 
neither to right nor to loft, but march obediently on. 

And he who watches them ? What stirring nieiiiorics the sight of 
those serried raulcs must havo aroused ! What ghosts of dead soldiers, 
perchairco, stalked after them, stiminoned by that last reveille from 
thoir forgotten sepnlchres in the wind-swept desorts of Pugpulaua, 
the sultry plains of Central India, or the fertile Yalleys of the Green 
Doiib 1 And, ah ! what apectre hosts of shuightored foemen — gallant 
Mnghala and chivah'ous Rajputs, fierce Rohillas and stubborn data — 
could have crept into the presence of that great white ohief^ bad he 
possessed the power to call tho dead from their graves. In the 
accomplishment of his high career there was much to rejoice over, 
much to be proud of ; but the course of conquest is marked by many 
monuments, and there are those which are crowded with the records 
of the dead, as well as those which oommomorale the achievements 
of the living. 
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Ill, UOIllNH liin'UENS TO EUKOrE.~ina makkuoh, old ahh, and dioatii. 
1700-1830. 


O N C]m.?tinas Day, 1705, Do r,oi"no left Koil iinilor escort of luB 
bodyguard, and set out for Uio Oompnny’s territory. “ ITo was 
attoucled,” ivritos n corroRpondent of one of tlie journalH of llio day, 
“ by 010 cavalry, 4 elophantR, 160 oainols, and many bnllook- 
waggoiis laden with hia offocts. Ilis cavalry cut a good appoaranoe, 
being dressed in a uniform of green jncket.s with rod turbans, tlio 
folds of which were intermixed with silver wire. They aooincd to bo 
very well disciplined, and each horBcnian was a’rruod with a pair of 
pistols, a gun, and a sword.” 

Making his way to Lucknow, De Boigne halted somo tiiuo at that 
place arranging his affairs, which ho loft in charge of General Olaudo 
Martine. From tlienoc he proceeded to Calcutta, where ho was 
honourably received by tho Governor-General. The liorses and 
efpuipment of his bodyguard were purchased liy the British Govern- 
ment, and the troopiors enlisted in tho Company’s service, in which 
llicy remained for two years, until Lord ’WfoUualoy, in an hour ot 
retrenchment, transferred Uie corps to the Nawab Wazir of Oudh. 

It was not nntil September, 179(1, that Do Boigno finally (jidtted 
India. IIo Sailed in tho ship Gyomherg, and reached England early 
in tho year 1797, carrying with him a fortune of -£409,900, the result 
of iiiuetoon years of adventure in the East. 


On his arrival he took up Jjis ro.sidonce near London, for tho war 
on the Continent offered little prospect of repose in his native Savoy. 
Ills health, lunoh improved by tho long voyage, was soon completely 
re-established, and it seemed in-obablo that lie would roliiru to 
India, for ho had actually commenced preparations for so doing, 
when a pretty face and a mnsical voice—" A voice which must ho 
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mine,” as bo remarkod ovoii bolbre lio saw tbo face — changed his 
destiny, 

It liapponod oiio day that ho was at a coneoit wlici'o a young 
gill — Mdllo. Elnoiiora Addo n’Osmciud, d.aiightci' of the Maninis 
D’Osmond, altorwai'ils I'Vciich Aiiihassador to Engliiiid — wan one nf 
tlio perfoi'inc'i's. ITcr beauty and her swcot singing conqnoi'ed tlie 
luiai’t of the wai'-worn old .soldier ; and, nltliongh slio was only seven- 
toon years old, he proposed for her hand .and was accepted. They 
were married on the 11th of Juno, 1793. Thera was a fitting touch of 
romance in tlio union not out of keeping with Do Boigne's past ; but 
unfortunately the marriage did not tnru out happily. They lived 
together in London and Paris for somo years, hut the disparity in ago 
was too great, and in 1804 they separated, no children having been 
born. De Boigno provided handsomely for the ConuteBs, and she 
returned to her father’s home, and aecom])ani6d him to London 
when he was appointed Preuob Ambassador to the Court of St. James. 
In 1819 she settled at Paris, and liecamo the centre of a aeleot coterie 
in high life, her salons being thronged with the most distinguished 
people of the period. Once every year she visited her husband, at 
Chaiuhdry for a few w'eelcs, assiimiug her position as mistress of his 
liouso and enteiiaiuing his numerous frioufls. She always expressed 
the highest respect for his character, and it is said that the honoms 
which were subsequently conferred upon him by Louis XVIII, were 
due to her solicitations as much as to De Boigne’s well-known 
royalistic principles, Tlio Oouuloss De Boiguo survived her husband 
many years, and died as recently as 18(50. 

Do Boigne’s history for tlio six years succeeding his marriage, has 
been the subject of remarkable aud persistent misrepresentation at the 
hands of English writers. It has been stated, and repeated with eir- 
ounistantial detail, that in 1802 the General, at the invitation of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, removed to Paris, aud became the First Oousul’s 
Privy Counsellor and Adviser in those designs against the English 
power in India, which led to the second Maralha war, and the exter- 
mination of Sindhia's regular army. After a long and laborious in- 
vestigation of the matter, it seemed to the compiler that this statement 
was fairly well attested, even though he failed to find it eon'oborated 
by any of the records in the India Office, opened to his inspootion, 
and which he carefully searched for its confirmation. It was not until 
the view was accepted that De Boigue did actually assist Napoleon 
Bonaparte with his counsel, anti tins chapter was in print, that a 
refutation was received. It came from the beat living autbority, the 
present Count do Boigne, whose letter is printed in exienao later on. 
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As tlie excision of tlie discroditecl passfiges would greatly inlorfore with 
the coustraotion of the stoi-y, and render iinintelligiblo aovernl rcfer- 
Guces in the sketch of PeiTon’s life, It has been thought best to leave 
thorn as thoj' ori gin all j' stood— for they coutai]i much historical narra- 
tive that is correct— and to refute the porsDnal misropresontation they 
contain hy the publication, side by side with it, of Count de Hoigne’s 
denial of Ills grandfather’s alleged Iransaetious with Bonaparte. 

In the ye.ar 1802, the peace of Amiens- if, indeed, that term can 
be aiiplied to a cessation of hostilities that was little more than an 
armistice— had just been eonclndod, and the opportunity was favour- 
able for the perfection of those designs against India which the First 
Consul had long premeditated. The conquest of the British posses- 
sions in the East was one of his most cherished ambitions, and towards 
the furtberancG of this object he had undertaken the Egyptian cam- 
paign, and entered into intrigues with the ruler of Mysore ; but the 
battle of tbe Nile and the capture of Seringapatam put a period to 
both tho.so attempts. By the Treaty of Amiens, through an iuoon- 
oeivahle oversight on the part of English diplomacy, Pondicherry and 
the other possessions in India which had been wrested from her 
during the late war wore restored to Prance, This gave Bonaparte a 
foothold in the country suffloient for his purposo. Ilitherto the 
French had been foiled in every endeavour to re-establish their power 
in India. In direct conflict with the English they had been defeated 
and driven out of the land. After Eaymond’s death his army, whioh 
practically dominated Ilaidarahnd hr the French rutarest, was dis- 
atuned aud disbanded by Lord Wellesloy in 1798. In Mysore, Tipu 
Sultan was dead, and the French anxih'aries prisoners of war in the 
hands of the English, Souther-n India was swept clean of Frenoh- 
meu. Bni Bonaparte, undisoouraged and indefatigable, projected 
fresh schemes of conquest in 1802, and began to build sanguine hopes 
of siieoess in a quarter hitherto rmtried. Geuerel Perron, who siro- 
ceeded De Boigne, was paramount at Delhi, and had recently 
opened eommnmoations with the French Government, and made 
certain proposals which commended themselves to the First Consul. 
De Boigne was now in Paris, and in touch with Hindustan, being 
in correspondence with PeiTon and other of his old officers, whilst his 
local knowledge and experience were unique. Of his ability aud 
advice Bonaparte is reported to have availed himself, for it appeared 
to him that the Manitha nation, from its constitution, its habits, and 
its territorial importance, held out the most hopeful prospoots th.at 
had yet offered for the fqi’lherance of French ambition and tJie 
destruotion of the English power in India. 
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The great want that existed in Perron’s army was that of trained 
officers. To supply this deficiency Bonaparte, under the colourahle 
pretext of colonial defence, despratched to Pondicherry a fleet of 
six mcn-of-war, which sailed from Prance under Monsieur Lenois, 
a distinguished naval officer. It transported 1,400 picked troops 
comniauded by General Deeaen. Amongst these were 200 young 
Prenchmeu, who, although they shipped in the guise of private 
soldiers, were gentlemen by birth, thoroughly trained in the duties 
of officers, and provided with a proper equipment, They were, in 
addition, one and all fired with a determination to follow in the 
footsteps of De Loigne, and earvo out for themselves kingdoms and 
principalities. It was intended that after landing at Pondicherry 
these young adventurers should make their way to Delhi in small 
bodies, through the territories of the Kajah of Berar, whose seaboard 
of Cuttack could bo reached by country boats in forty-eight boms 
during the south-west monsoon. At Delhi they wore to take service 
under Perron, so that, when ihe time was ripe, the army of Hin- 
dustan, efficiently officered and led, might co-operate with Bonaparte 
in his intended invasion of India, and crush by one concerted blow 
ihe English power in the East. War was to be declared and carried 
on in the name of the Emperor Shah ’Alam, whose rescue from 
British tyranny was assigned as the ostensible object of this dis- 
interested eehomo. 

Unfortunately for these aspiring young cadets, their hopes were 
blighted by the aagaoity and acumen of the Marquis WellBsley, 
who mistrusted their coming, and whose suspicions were subsequently 
confirmed by the copy of a secret document obtained from ono of 
General Docaen’s officers. This was entitled “ A Memorial on the 
present importance of India, and the most efficacious means of Ee- 
Gstahlishing the French Nation in its ancient splendour in that 
Country.” It detailed the French scheme in full, and after 
denouncing “ the treatment received from a company of merchant 
adventurers by the Emperor of Hindustan, the sole branch of the 
illustrious house of Taimur,” went on to assert that "the English 
Company, by its ignominious trealmont of the great Mughal, has 
forfeited its rights and privileges in Bengal,” and that “the Emperor 
of Delhi has a real and indisputable right to transmit to whomsoever 
he may please to select the sovereignty of his dominions, as well as 
the arrears (of tribute) duo from llio English." ..." These arrears,” 
concluded the ingenuous document, “ with the interest of the country 
added, amount to four hundred and fifty-two livres Tournok, a sum 
which greatly oxococls the value of the Company's moveable capital." 
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“A pretty comfortablo pro'^pcet,” commeiitR a nonlcmporary Ins- 
toriaii, “ for Hie new legacy hunter, I’oiinparto, of a lioijnost, at the 
iloini^e of an olil man past eighty years, of All Itindnr.lan anil nineteen 
niillioini seventeen lininlicd and .seventy-live pounds sterling ! ” 

Lord IVclh'sley thus deals wiOl I, hi .dotimient in one ofliis dispal olios, 
or nithor v.ith the .sehenio hy wliich llunaparlo hoped to constilii(n 
himself legatee of tlie Mughal’s millions • 

“ Tile Byplein of introducing rreuch advcntnreis into tlio armies of 
the N.ative States, for the improvement of their discipline and ellioioncy, 
lias been found the readiest and most effectual means of e.^tahlishing 
the influence and authority of the Frencli in the government of lho.so 
States, and of erecting an independent tonitorial and military power, 
within the limits of a foreign dominion. . . . Under the continuance 
of peace botweea England and Prance, and hetwoon tJie Baitish 
Government and tbs Mahrntta Slates, the progress of French intrigue 
and aggrandisement of the French power in India would be inopi 
rapid and dangerous to our security. In the prosecution of tho.se views 
the French would manifeetly derive essential aid from the posse.ssion 
of the person and family of the Emperor Bhah Alluni, aud under the 
plea of restoring that monarch to his hereditary dominion, the power 
of France in India might bo directed to the subversion of every state, 
and the appropriation of every territory unprotected by alliauoo with 
the British Nation. . . , By succo.ssful intrigue M, Perron has obtained 
the oflice of Cominaudaut of ihe Fortress of Delhi, which is the resi- 
dence of the royal family, and thus secnretl the person aud nominal 
anthority of the Emperor. The Mogul has never been an important 
or dangerous Instrmneut iii the hands of the Mahraltas, but tlio 
augmentation of M. Perron’s influence and power, and tho growth of 
the French interest in Hindustau, have given a new aspect to tho con- 
dition of the Mogul, and that nnforltmalo prince may hocomo a 
pjowerful aid to the cause of Franco in India, under tho direction of 
French agents.” 

Tho practical application of these views was found in the pireoautions 
Lord Wellesley took to prevent any member of General Deoaon’s 
Espedition from finding his way to Delhi. On their arrival at Pondi- 
cherry the two hundred French officers found, to their intense disgust 
and mortification, that they were virtually “ en cage ” within its 
narrow houudaries. They never left the desolate strip of territory, 
and, when a little later hostilities broke out again between Eng- 
land and France, these miserable men were aU made prisoners of 
war. 

Meanwhile it has been stated that Do Boigne, seduced from his 
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fui'inei' sytuxxitliies witb tbo Eu!,'libb, beciiuic a biybly cli-btiuguiohod 
perhoiiago at the TuillericK, and was ele\iited to tbo dignity of a 
i’livy Couusellor. Doubts have, however, liecu thrown upon this 
episode in bis history. Ilis biographer, M. St. Geiii.?, umita nieutioii 
of it, although lie makes allusion lo “ an iinfomuled remark of Dona- 
parte ’’ wbioli bad obtained cuiToncy and conveyed the iuipressiou that 
the First Consul had been angered at a refusal on Do Doigiio’s part 
to proceed to India at the bead of an invading expedition. St. Genis 
adds that altliongb De Coigne bad taken up his abode within the 
limits of the Empire, he had no sympathy with Napoleon, and pro- 
liably distrusted the solidity of liis power ; and that notwithstandiug 
the advantageous opening his military talents might have found 
iu the Imperial service, he was averse to such cniploymeut on several 
grounds, and the Emperor knew him too well to spare him the 
ncoGa.sity of a refusal. On the other hand it is asserted that Do 
Boigne did actually advise and assist Bonaparte in his dcsign.s 
against tho English Empire in the Ea.sl. In a pamphlet printed in 
1801 and entitled “Brief liemavks on the Malirutla 'War, and tho 
llise and Progress of tho French Establislnuent in Hindustan under 
GenenQs Do Boigiio and Perron,” which, though publishod anony- 
mously, bears evidenoo of particular knowledge, there i.s a oireimi- 
stantial account of tho matter as herein narr.ated, and one of tho 
principal points put forward seem.s to bo oorroboralod by a passage 
ill a letter from Perron to Do Boigne, dated the 28th of February, 
1802, and pinblished in M, Bt. Genis’ work. Perron writes as follows 
(tho letter will ho found quoted iu his hfe); — “Yos; I will receive 
with great satisfaction all the pieisons you recommend for appoint- 
ments in the Brigades." 

Again, in “ A Letter on the Present Crisis of Ail'airs in India,” written 
iu 1807 by Major Ambrose, who had boon an officer in Holkar’s ser- 
vice, and who refers to De Boigno’s residence at Paris as a matter of 
common notoriety, ouo of the arguments put forward is, that “ Napo- 
leon possesses the advantages of Do Boigne’s abilities to guide hmi.” 
In a third “India Tract,” — to uso the generic name by which these 
puhlicationB were known — written iu 1812 by “ A Field Officer on the 
Bengal Estahbshment of thirty years' sorvioo," and entitled “ A Dis- 
sertation on the Defonoe of the British Territorial Possessions in 
Hindustan,” the following passage occurs : — 

“ When a single adventurer like De Boigne, with but slender 
talents (sicj, and without the countenance or support of any European 
Itt'ince, was able lo raise and discipline, in the North of India, such an 
army as we had to contend against in 1803-4, we cannot surely be 
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[’Uvprited if men of gciiiiis aiicl talculb, seloeled by liouapai'to, aud 
suppoitcd wit-b all tljo inflnonco ol bis great name and oxtousivo 
rfcbom-ces, should Bncoced in Ibrniing a powerful army in tliai country. 
That L)e Uoigue was received 'vvitli distiuguibliod atteutioii, and 
consulted on this very point is well known; and that lie rocom- 
meuded the measure as easy and practicable, aud the first and most 
certain step towards the compest of limdnstau, there can be very 
little doubt.” 

Eut perhaps the most important reforenco is contained in a chanco, 
but significant, remark in a letter of Lord Wellosloy to General 
Lake, under date of the 8th of July, 1803, which conekides with llio 
seuteuee ; — 

“ kl. Lu (hio) Boigiie (Siudhia’s laic General) i.s now the chief oonfi- 
claute of Eonaparte. lie la cou.stantly at St. Cloud. I loavo you 
to judge why aud wherefore.” 

Iteoent information has denounced these assertions aud suggestions 
as iuoorreot. In June, 1893, the following communioalion was re- 
ceived from the present Count de Boigue, and is iiiBertod with 
peculiar satisfaetioii, for it is pleasant lo he assured that his grand- 
father was innooout of the hostility towards the English with which 
lie has been charged 

'• In 1803 the General was in Savoy, and signed autlioutio deeds, 
whieli I have in luy possession, together w’ith letters wliicli Goiiorttl 
Perron wrote to him from Hindustan. 

“ He was never a Privy Counsellor to Bonaparte, and in all his 
family papers 1 do not find a single word which might load one to 
suppose that ho ever saw him, or had anything to do with him. 

“ Hnriug the whole of the reign of Bonaparte the Goueral led a 
porfoetly secluded life. It was only at Iho Eestoratioii that ho was 
appointed Miirshal, Knight of St. Louis, and of the Legion of Honour, 
by King Louis XTIII, lie had married Mdllo. H'Osnioud, and his 
iatlier-in-law' was the first French Ambassador in London after the 
return of the Bourbons, 

“ In 1815, after Savoy was united to the kingdom of Sardinia, ho 
was appointed Lieutenaut-Geuoral, aud received the Grand Gross of 
St. Maurice et Lazarre. 

“ All this proves ho never had any trausaolions with Bonaparte. 

“As to his connection with the English and the advice ho gave to 
Sindhia, iho General felt that, in spite of the sphandid army ho had 
created for liim, the I'vinoe would he beatou if he waged war against 
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tlio English. When lie left him, ho told him that, notwithstanding 
the pride he felt in the Erigado?, ho advised the Prince to dishaud 
them rather than go to war with the English. 

“ It seems to me, tliprelbre, that the information yon have roecived 
is not correct. It is in contradiction to the facts, and I enn under- 
stand why you failed to find any confirmation of it in the PiGeords of 
Government. 

“ Otk. De Boignb.” 

This disposes of an accusation, which, with the marvolloiia fertility 
of falsehood, has blossomed from the dust of nearly ninety year.? ago. 

Early in 180." Do Doigne piu'cliascd a fine estato on the oui.sldrta of 
his native town of Cliamhery, in Savoy, where he built hiiUBolf a 
inagnificout mainsiou named “ Liiissou,” wherein he spent the last 
tweuty-.sovcu years of hi.s life, enjoying the princely fortune he had 
aeipiirod. During this period his bounties to tlie poor, the Rick, the 
aged, and to religiou.s institutions were imineuso, and conceived in a 
spirit of the broadest philanthropy. The principles whicdi governed 
him cannot he better illu.strated than hy a (piotatinu from an address 
ho delivered in IHil'J, on tlio oeeasiou of opening a liospital with whicli 
ho liad endowed lii.s iiativo town. ‘‘ If Divine Providence,'’ ho said, 
“ deigned to crown 'with a special grace the career of arms 1 followed, 
llo also loaded me -willi favours fiir greater than my poor talents could 
have expected, ami, I may add, gre.ater thau I deserve. My wants 
wore never great, and I oxporicncc-d no jiarticnl.ar ambition for riches. 
From my forefathers I inherited uolhing, and all that 1 have, I 
received from heaven. For this reason J consider I shonlcl use these 
gifts in a way iicccptahlc to Him who gave them. Gratitude and our 
Holy Deligion enjoin this as a duty, and .suggest that the proper use 
to make of my wealth is to suecour the unfortunate. Therefore, on 
my return to my native land, to which my heart lias ever chuig with 
affection, my first work, my first thought, was to invite my fellow 
cilizons to share the benefits so liberally entrusted to my keeiiing 
by Providence,” 

Those are noble words, and how nobly Do Boigiie acted irp to them, 
a list of his oliaritios can testify. During the latter years of Iris 
life the sums he expended on philniithropioal objects reached the 
enormous total of 3,i!78,0Q0 francs. He built and endowed two 
hospitals, a lunatic asylum, an inslitute for touching trades to young 
girls, an nlm.sliouse, a eollego, and a puhllo library. Nor did his bone- 
factions cease with his life, for in his will ho supplomonted them with 
further pirincely bequests, 
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Honom-^ wore lienyed iiiiou He Hoigno in hit, old age. Iviug Victor 
Emanuel of Sardinia crealed him a count and a lieutenant-general in 
his anil)', and decorated him with the Grand Gross of the Order ol' SI. 
Manrieo and St. Lazarn.s. Louis XVIII. aiipointed him a MarecliaL 
de Ckiiit}), and a knight of the Legion of lloiionr, and conferred on 
him the Order of St. Lonis. Ilis native town of Cliamheiy delighted 
to honour him. During his life time his bust in marble was unveiled 
by the King in the public library, and one of the finest streets in the 
city perpetuates the name of her greate.stsou, and eontains a hoauliful 
monumental fuiiutam erected to his memory. 

It has been mentioned that De Boiguo Lad no cliildrou by his 
marriage iiitli Mcllle D’Osmond. But there were two horn to him hy 
a marriage coutraoted “according to the usages of the ooimtry, with 
the daughter of a Persian colonel in India.” Those were a son named 
Ali Bu.'i, horn at Delhi in 1792, and a daughter named Bmion. They 
accompanied their father to Europe, and wore subsequently baptized, 
receiving the names of Charles Alesaudcr and Anna, The latter died 
at Paris in ISIO, hut Charles grow up and married the daugliior of a 
Ereuch nobleman, by v/hoin he had a family, He Buccesdod his 
father in the title, and lived a life of unostentatiDUB bcnovolenoe, 
dying ia 1853, when the estate passed to liis son, the present Count 
de Boigue. 

In his old ago De Boigne dispensed a lordly liospitality, and espocially 
welcome to hi.s house were any English offiecrawho bad been in India. 
Both Colonel Tod and Grant Dufl', in the works with which thoir 
names are assooialed, make special mention of thi.s, and each pays a 
tribute to the comtesy and hospitality oxporioncod at Buisson, As 
illufctrating Ihe simplicity of Do Boigue's mvnufje, it may ho men- 
tioned that to the end of Lis days his sole Mujui' Doiiio was an old 
iiative servant whom he had brought from India, and ^yho directed all 
his household arrangements. 

One who knew De Boigne w'ell has thus descriljod hiid appoaraiico 
two years before hiis death ; — “His hamo and staturo wore Horculcitn, 
and he was full si.v feet two inches in hoighl. Ilia aspect was mild and 
unaasumiug, and ho yvas unostontalions in his habit and demeanour, 
prcBorving at his advanced age all the gaUantry and politeness of the 
vielle cour. He disliked, from modesty, to advert to his past deeds, 
and so seemed to strangers to have lo.st his memory. But in the 
society of those who cindd partake of iho emotions it awakened, the 
uiuno of Merta always sthred in him asaociation» whoso call he could 
not vesL'it, The blood would mount to his temple, s, and the old fii-e 
came into his eyes, as lie recalled, with inconoeiviiblo rapidily and 
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elotinencc, tho ,‘itory of that glorions day. lint lie spoko of liimself 
if it wci'B of iiiiotliei', imd ahvayK eoueliided with thu vvordrf, ‘ Mij intsl 
iiltpi'itvH a dri'am ! ’ ” 

lint it wot'-i no dream — that gdorioiis past of liin — wliieli he looked 
liaclc iipou. The vista of many years stretched between liim and the 
e[)oeli his deeds made memorable, Imt thvongh its gathering shadows 
vivid, distinct and brilliant, glittered the star of victory — the splendour 
of actual nceoinpilihliiuont. 

Almost on the fortieth anniversary of the battle of Patan, Death 
oamo and gently summoned away tho bravo old Adventurer whom he 
had so often spared on Indian battlefields. On tho 21at duno, 18d0, 
aiuicLst tho prayers of tho aged and the helpless, and the blesisings of 
tho Biok and tho needy, full of years, full of honours, peacefully, in 
his bed, died liounit La Lorgiie, Count Do lloigne. 
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THE On,i.EACTEIt AND ACniEVEMENT OF DB nOIflNE. 


D E EOTGEE'S Indian eareev iias Iicon ileKcribed as a snios of 
amliitions plans ; yet however exaltcil their aim they all foiiml a 
justification in results. To a high intent ho added n snslainod dili- 
gence and a determination that never faltered until oaoh design ho 
.nnderlook was cnmplotecl. He scorned delights and lived lahoriona 
days. 'Work— sheer hard work — was the secret of his snocess. Witli- 
out it even his genius must havo failed in achieving the ends ho 
attained, Moreover, he weighed those ends well. A oortaiu practical 
caution novorited all his enterprisoa, and his prudonoo never pcmiitlod 
him to he carried away hy his oulhuaitasm. This oharaeteristio ho 
eshihitod in his finanehal arrangements, in his hnsinoss aptitude, naid 
in his attention to dctaE. No mutiny occurred in the army lio 
created, yet the histories of prior .and ooutomporanoouB corps loom 
mth instances of iusuhordination, desertion, and revolt, oonserinont 
npon irregularity of payment. De Boiguo’s penetrating pereeptinn 
marked this weak spot, and discounted its danger hy ohtaining from 
Madlioji fiiiulhia tlio territorial assignmont that supplied him with a 
fiKcd income, secured him from dopoudcuoo on an untrustworthy 
treasury, and placed his Brigade.s from the very iirst on tho only sound 
footing jiossiblo to a mercenary army. 

The amount, as wall as tho v'ariety, of work aooomplishod by Do 
Boigno avas astonishing. Lewis Ferdinand Smith thus dosoribos his 
rontino of daily duty : — 

“ Do Boigne was active and persevering to a degree which can only 
ho eoneuived or hcHcvcd hy those who were spectators of his indo- 
fatigahlc- labours. I havo seen him daily and monthly rise with tho 
sun, survey his ansenal, view his troops, enli.st recruits, direct the vast 
movements of three brigade, s, rai.so resoiiroos, and onconrago mami- 
fectures for their arms, amuinnition, and storra; harangne in his 
durbar, give audience to umhassadovs, administer Jiistieo, regulate ilie 
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civil and rovoniiG affaivs of a Jaidml of twenty lakhs of rapeeSj listen 
to a mnltitudo of lettei-s from various parts, on various important 
matters, dictate roplios, carry oi\ an intricate system of iiitrifjue in 
different courts, suporinteud a private trade of Inkhs of rupees, keep 
liis accounts, liis private and puldic correspondence, and diroot and 
move forward a most comp^lcv political machiuo. Such was his 
laborious occupation from sunrise till past midnight, aud this was not 
the fortuitous avocations of a day, but tiro unremitting emjrloyment of 
nine or ten years. To this exliausting and unceasing toil ho sacrifioed 
one of the firmest and most robust constitutions ever formed by 
nature." 

Living in sovereign magnitieouee, and wielding ipiasi-soveroign 
power, De Boigno was called upon to exercise the most important 
duties of State. For this ho wna fitted, for ho was a con.siimmate 
diplomatist, skilled in directing the moat complicated affairs, aud ha 
added to a complete mastery of Oriental intrigue the political subtlety 
of the Italian school. Ilis knowledge of the world was profound, and 
he understood the art of moulding to his purpose the minds of tho.su 
he had to deal w'ith. Ho was an aento ohsorvar of the dispositions of 
men, a rapid juilgo of character, and gifted in a romarkahlo degree 
witli the power of gaining the confidence of others. But ho never 
divulged his own affairs, and, as one of hi.s commentators has observed, 
“ there is this romarkahlo thing about him, that during the whole of 
liis Indian career his only secretary was his writing-desk, which knew 
neither his business nor his fortune, for both of tho.sa he kept com- 
pletely to himsolf." 

To the end of his stay in India Bo Boigno carried on the mercantila 
business he established at Lucknow in 178'J, the books and eorrospon- 
denoe of which ho wrote up with hi.s own hand. All these multi- 
farious occupations, military, piolitical, administrative, and commercial 
wore conducted without assistance from others, for it was a froguent 
assertion of his that any ambitious person who reposed confidonco in 
another risked the destruction of hie own views. He never deputed 
authority, preferring to labour oighteon hours a day, and day after 
day, rather than delegate to a subordinate the control of any matter 
of importance. 

It has been stated that this tenacity of power degenerated at times 
into a positive greed of authority, and lod him to view in an unworthy 
light the Buooesses and efforts of others, and he lias been taxed with a 
jealousy that on ooonAons administered imgenerons rebuke where 
commondation was justly duo. IIow far this was true it is impossible 
to estimate now, hut it is certainly not corroborated by tlie singular 
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esteem evinced towards him by his subordinates. In considering 
fhe.se chrirgos it must not ho forgollou Hurt tlio men who lillcd Iho 
higher appciiuiiiiGiils h) De Boigno’s Brigades wore in many case.s 
illiterate per, sous of humble birth, whose mental calibre unfitted llioiu 
for positions of respon.sibility, although doubtless in the artiGcial 
exaltation of their live.s they considered them.selve,g equal to any duty, 
and feutertained opinions of their own qualifications not sbarod by 
their chief. 

Be Boigno has also beou accused of greed and avarice, and do- 
Fcribed as mean and grasping in iieonuiary matters, and thi.s by one 
who know him well and respected him highly. How far this failing 
M-as a part of his nature, and how far it was due to the spirit of tlio 
times and his surroundiug.s is a moot point. India of the last century 
■wa-s above evorytbiiig else the Laud of the Bagoda Tree, and the 
raiso?i (TBi'c of the Bagoda Tree was to be shaken violently, Mon 
wont to the East to make fortunes as quickly as they could, and then 
return to Europe. The intention was never disguised. The question, 
therefore, of Da Boigno’s avarice, may be fairly .I'ndged by Iho degree 
of hi.s fortune. Let ns oompmre iho harve.st of bis life with that of 
others. In eleven yoar.s ho saved from his pay, from his administra- 
tion of a vast territory, and from his commercial speonlations, a sum 
of £400,000, But rorron, wlio .succeeded him, aocumulatod in nine 
years a oapiital which has been variously assessed at from throe-quar- 
ters of a million to two million.? sterling, and this without any a.sHisl- 
anee from the profits of hu.siiio.ss. Bourgnicn, who merely commanded 
a brigade under Borron, was credited with taking “ an equal sniu’’ 
out of the country, but this refers to the actual amount Berron suc- 
ceeded in conveying to Europe, which was not more than 1000,000. 
But those examples of money-minting pale before tho riiuiuoial 
achievements of a certain Colonel Ilannay, who ciitorod the sorvioo 
of tho Nawab Wazir of Ondb in 1778. Hannay was a Company’s 
officer, and for very cogent reasons obtainod permission to servo on 
the further side of a boundary which creditors could not cros.s and 
whore writs did not run. He received tho command of a considorablo 
force, and wa.s a-ssigned the districts of Baraitoh and Gorakhpur for 
its support. Tlie.se lie depopulated in. throe years by liis oxaotion.s. 
" He entered the Nawab’s service,” remarks a contemporary writBr, 
“ a man in debt, and loft it three years afterwards with a fortune of 
£300,000.’ ’ With such instances before us the .savings that Do Boiguo 
nmassed appear reasonable when liis length of sorvioo, his enonnoua 
income, the gifts iie received from SmcHiia, liis mercantile bnsmoa.s at 
Lucknow, and aU his incidental source.s of emohimont nro consideroil. 



OnARACT^B AND ACHIEVEMENT OF DE BOIGNE. 105 


Finally, tho accusation of “ avarice that verged on tlio contemjitiljlo ” 
may fairly bo met by a reference to tlie princely philanthropy of his 
deoliuiug years, and in Ibis connection it is pioper to i|uuto tho 
veniarkK of tlio Maripiis de Farergea, who, in discussing his character, 
says : “ lie gave coldly, but always decidedly. lie counted the money 
which came and went, more from business habit than from actual 
avarice, but he never withheld a halfpenny. lie gave much and un- 
ostentatiously, but without any desire to hide it, although his secret 
charities were considerable.” 

It is dihloult to reconcile this conflicting testimony, but whilst the 
acousation rests on individual statements, the refutation exists in 
the charitable gifts and bequests enjoyed to this day by tho iuhabitanta 
of Ohambery. And it must be noted tli.at in tho speech Do Boigue 
made on tho occasion of opening a hospital in that town, ho cate- 
gorically disclaimed “ any particular ambition for ricbos.” 

On the other hand, against these possilde detractions must be set 
many good aud noble qualitios. Above all stands Da Boigno’s 
staunch and unswerving loyalty, which, in the faoo of the many 
Gnticing offers that appealed e.specially to the avarice he has been 
eliargod with, never faltered for a moment. His sense of juslico wa.s 
singularly well balanced between severity aud miklucs.s, aud Ida 
orders commanded respect, no le.ss from tho firmness with which ho 
enforood thorn, than for the impartiality ho displayed in arriving at a 
decision. Ills manners wore polite and elegant, his disposition affable 
and vivacious, aud he was not wanting in a senso of humour. lie was 
modest, and good-natured in his behaviour towards Li.s subordinates, 
although he could show himself stern and implacable if opposed or 
thwarted, hut he possessed an entire command over his passions, aud 
wa.s an adopt in tho art of disKimnlftlion— gift,s of iaestimablo advan- 
tage in dealing with the nativo,s. 

Do Boigno’s aoluevoincnts aro the best testimony to the high order 
of his military talent. As a general he may take his stand amongst 
tlie greatest India has over pirodncod. In times of crisis and sudden 
danger his pi'c-sence of mind was incomparable, aud bis judgment in 
guaging difficulties and deciding on the course to fallow was as quick 
as it was correct. His ratreatg wore the result of cowardice, treachery, 
or iuoompotoncB on tho part of those with whom he wa.s associated, 
for ho never lost a battle, nor was himself worsted in fight, while his 
victories were all of his own winning. Paian, Merta, and Lakliairi, 
although hidden from view in tho turbid flood of Indian strife, wore 
aolnevements that can bo compared, with the most hrilliairt fho 
Company’s Bepoy regiments ever performed, and if their particular 
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record is lost in iho tuinnlt of Eastern warfare, they deprive its annals 
of a glorious eliaprter, that might fitly preface the victories of Laswari 
and Assay e. 

As a general De Boigne was not only successfril in carrying out- 
extended campaigns of conquest, and directing battles splendid with 
vigour, but could inspire mercenary armies with courage aud eou- 
fidancG, and, above all, with patience. No troops in Asia suffered 
greater proportionate losses in war, or underwent more trying fatigues 
than his famous brigades, which, during twelve years of incessant 
activity, were constantly marching aud fighting. And yet they were 
sustained by no patriotic spirit, inspired by no national .seiitimeut, 
bound together by no common cause. They were merely a hireling 
soldiery, risking their lives for stipulated prayment, and ns often 
o])posed to men of their own creed or caste as allied with them. Not- 
withstanding which they conducted themselves with a loyalty and 
heroism that could uot ho excelled, by any national army. The con- 
quests between the Chambal and the Siwaliks rvero of countries 
inhabited l)y savage and warlike peopdes, from whose very midst Do 
Boigne raised the battalions that hold the territory in an iron grip, 
and drew from it revenues richer and more regular than had hoeii 
extorted by any previous conqueror. 

A noble trait in Do Boigue’s character was his earnest endeavour 
to mitigate the horror.s of war aud minimise its evils. His humanity 
evoked blessings from the batUolicld, where only despair had moaned 
before. Officers and soldiers who ware wounded in his service 
received peoiruiary compensations commeiisurato with the severity of 
their siifforings, aud men permanently disabled wore awarded grants 
of land, wliioh passed to their heirs, whilst spiecial provision was made 
for the relativa.s of those who were killed in action. Tho tortures of 
the battlefield wore ameliorated by tho estahlishmenl of a medical 
department, to which an amhidance corps was attached. These re- 
forms were lialf a century in advance of the times, aud wore benign 
innovations such as no native powers had ever dreamt of before. 

Wliat wonder that his soldiera loved this chief, whose heart was 
so full of solicitude for their welfare! YT'hat wonder that one of his 
old oflicors, in writing to him, expwessed himself in the following 
terms: “ You must return to tie. We await your coming as that of 
the Messiah. You will he like a saint, so highly are you venerated 
and adored. Above all by the troops, who, in tlioir songs, invoke 
your name only.” Do not tho echoes of these songs, chanted by a 
rude soldiery around their Indian camp fires, come floating over many 
yoais to tell us what manner of man their leader was ? Does not 
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that mos&age, v/ith its unlaboured oloquoiico, touch our hearts to-ilay, 
oven as it muat have touched the heart of him to whom it was 
addressed uoiirly a century ago ? It is very plain to bog that, above 
and beyond the respect his military talents commaudod, there existed 
an affootiou for De lloigne that made every individual soldier in lus 
army an adhorcut, and inspired his battalions with the magic strengtli 
of a personal devotion. When he loft India ho carriod with him, not 
only the esteem of his master and the admiration of his officers, Imt 
the love of the humblest soldier who served inrdor him. 

By his enemies Do Boigno was resprected, for in the hour of their 
defeat he treated them with mercy and consideration. “ It is not the 
least merit of General De Boigne a.s a military man,” writes the 
Beyir/al Joiiynalm 1790, ‘‘to have temp)ered, by an admirable porso- 
voranco, the ferocious and almost savage character of the Mahrattas. 
He subjects to the discipline and emiisation of European armies 
troops hitherto deemed barbarians; and liceutiousaes.s and rapine, 
heretofore ao common among them, have now bocomo infamous even 
in the estimation of the meanest soldier.” Desphte this humaue 
dopartvu'o from the repressive enstoms of tlie times, when slaughter 
followed victory, and pitiless oppression stalked in the path of oon- 
epnost, De Boigao's por.soual pnestige suffered no diminution, and 
” latterly the very name of De Boigne conveyed more terror than tho 
thunder of his oaunons.” 

De Eolgue’s gonius in war and his abilities in diplomacy more than 
quadrupled the extent of Madhoji Sindhia'a dominions and iullneuce. 
Tho unbroken suooeasos of hLs *' Invincible Army” — as it came to be 
called— inspired that prince with a belief in the European methods of 
warfare, and weaned him from his racial prejudices in favom of 
cavalry to an appreciation of infantry for heroic defence and irresis- 
tible attack. His conversion was not without fruit, for ‘‘ the mihtttry 
talent of De Boigno and tho valour of his hattalions wore the grand 
instruments which made Madhoji biudhia the most powerful prince 
in India.” 

Da Boigne was a born loader of men. “ There was sometliing in 
his face and bearing,” writes the authority so often quoted, ” that 
dopnoted tho hero, and eompolled implicit obodionoe. In deportment 
he was commanding, and walked with the majestic tread of conscious 
greatness. Tho strong oast of his eoiintonanee and the ptiereiiig ex- 
pivesslon of his eyes, indicated the force and power of his mind. On 
the grand stage, whore he acted eo brilliant and important a part for 
tun years, he was at onco droadod and idolised, feared and admired, 
respioeted and beloved." 
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Col'tcs in (ho liislory of tho decado in wliich iio ilnui-ishcd Do 
Jioitrne stands out, a splondid solitary fionro, distiuci; and. distiii- 
oiii.s]ied above all otbeir. We roco, £,'11180 in biin an iidvoiiliii'C'i' of a 
laro and noble typo. Nor is that obmiour of romauco vvantirif,' winch 
<-‘Ltn inve.st with a certain heroic charm the porsoniilitics brought under 
i(s influence, Tlio circnui.stauee.s of his career always remind iia 
that he wa.s a free lance in a far land. Wo see him organising avmios, 
winning battles, conquering countries, and ruling torritorios in a 
picturesque scene, rich with Oriental colouring, martial with pagan 
iioists, peopled with dusky races, and instinct with barbaric splendour, 
flu can-iea us away out of our cold, convcutioual European climate, 
into the warm glow of an Asiatic laud, whoro the conditions of life 
arc atrango and startling, and iU possibilities illimilablo. Wo follow 
liiui, stop by step, across arid doserts, through tropical jungles, over 
de.‘!olato lulls, past districts prodigal in their fertility, to Unit stately 
marble palace on Jumna’s hank, where a blind Emperor, the coloplion 
of one of the greatest empires Asia has over scon, linds in this self- 
made soldier of fortnuo a protector, a patron, and tho regent of his 
throne. Moro wondrous than a fairy tale, more dassling than a 
dream, stranger than the strange.st fiction, it is difficult to roah.so 
tho magnitude of Do Boigne's acliicvomenl. In thi.s pro,saic iigc, 
when the daily ocouiTeneos of a generally liunidruin East are road at 
our breakfast tables tho next morning, ,aud wo are reconciled to a 
Cfovomment that prosecute.s sedition in a police court, and cxorciscH 
sedf-restraint as an election sop, it is hard to realise that Ic.ss than a 
hundred years ago India was a dark continent to our forufathors. Yot 
Huoli it indubitalily was when De Boigiie carried the military sy.stmn.s 
of Euro])C into tlie heart of ITiuduslan, and without favour of juditical 
opponents or licenso of a criminal procedure code, cstaldislied his sway 
in the Empire of Aldiiir and Aurangselie. 
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CIIIPTEU I. 

t.lJOIvUIi TltUMAS L.INIJS IN INDIA. KADLV VIClti^IfUDlih. ISNTUKH mil 
DEGUM SOlUiD'S bKliVIOE. 


175(5-1703. 


[Attliougli ill tlio oliroiiologio.ll order o£ evoiiti. tlio Lite o£ Suiioral Porroii 
tiliDuUl follow tlml, o£ Du Boigiie, thoro in ii carocr— that o£ Gooigo Thciiniis— so 
ovai'liiiiiiod liy both, Hint it is most coiiveiiiciiitlj' iiisorted liotweou the skiitolics o£ 
the two gioator Adveuturois.] 

EOEGE THOMAS was born in Tiiiporary in the yoar 
1750. His parents were picople of bumble position, 
unable to ailord liim any education, and at an early 
age he adopted Ibe seafnriug profession, and came out 
to India whilst lie was quite a boy. The circumstanec.s 
imdor wliioh ho loft this calling are variously related, 
lie has boon dcacribod as “ a quartermaster in the Navy, or, as some 
allirni, only a common sailor, avIio landed at Madras in 1781 or 1782”; 
whilst anotlier account states that he was a cabin boy on board a 
trading ship on the Coromandel coast, from which ha ran away. 
■\Yhalever his exact condition when he arrived in India, it i.s certain 
ho began life in a very humble capacity as a sailor. On leaving Jiif. 
ship ho made his w'ay “ up- country "—an expression synonymous with 
“inland” in India — and spout some years in the Karnalic with the 
I’oiigars, a semi-independent and exceedingly lawless class of chiefs 
inhabiting moiuitainous and jungle distiiols, and of whom there were 
a considerable number in the hill tracts of Southern India, 

After a residence of about five years amongst these people, Thomas 
appears to have found his way to Haidarabad, in the Deccan, where 





no 


GKOIME TUOMAB. 


lie took service as a private soldier iu lliu amiy of JSlizaiii Ali Klidu, 
But lie did not stay here long, for in 1787 be left the Deccan and 
made bis way to Delhi. It is a pity there i.s no record of this jouruoy, 
for it must havo hoeii full of adveiituro and incident. Even in tho.so 
modorn days the march of a solitary European from oiio capital to 
the other would not be altogether free from danger, A hundred years 
ago the undertaking must have been perilous iu the extreme, and 
nothing hut a stout heart and a strong frame could havo successfully 
traversed the thousand miles botu'cen the two cities, through countries 
which wore in a constant state of distiirb.ancc and commotion, and 
infested with miinorous hands of robbers and predatory chieftains, 
who levied blackmail on every traveUer, and acknowledged allegiance 
to no authority. 

Despite ali daiigere and dilliculties, Thomas coinplotod his jouruoy, 
and arrived at the Mughal eaxutal in safety. This was boforo the final 
occujialion of Delhi by the Marathas, and when tho influence of 
Ghuhim Ki'ulir and Ismail Dog was paramount there. The only body 
of regular troops in Hindustan w'as that belonging to tbo Dogum 
Somrii, to whom Thomas offored hi.s service.s. She held tho fief of 
Sai'dhaua, a district lying about forty-live milo.s north of Delhi, wlioro 
her troop.s were cantoned. Thomas’s application was entertained, and 
he was appointed to a subordinate comumnd in tho Dogum’s army. 
Before long the handsome Irishman attracted his luistross’s attention. 
He was a tall, soldierly feUow, endowed with a ploa.siug aclclreas for 
one of his station, and gifted with tho honied speech of hia country- 
men, and, except when his temper was aroused, gentle in his maimorfl, 
though not without that dash and spirit which alw'ays commends itsolf 
to womankind. 

Before long he obtained tho Begum’s confidence and favour, and 
she gave him in marriage a .slave girl whom she had adopted, and 
promoted him to tho command of a battalion iu her force. lie soon 
found an opportunity of Jistingiiishing hiimsolf. Iu 1789 tho Begum, 
in her capacity of feudal vassal to Shah 'Alam, wa.s engaged iu assisting 
the Emperor to reduce certain revolted districts which had been 
restored to bim when ho regained his nominal iudopcndoiice alter tho 
defeat of the Maraihas at Lalsot. These wore iu the possession of a 
discontented noble named Najaf Kuli lihau, who refused to I'cirder 
allegianco, and took up a position of defiance in a strong fortress 
named Gokalgarh, a little to the north-west of Agra, which latter 
place Ismail Beg was engaged iu bosiogiug. Shah ’Alam had invested 
the rebel’s stronghold, ami erected trenches around it. But the Imperial 
aimy was iu a shamefully demoralised condition, and one night tho 
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officers and soldiery having recklessly abandoned tlieinsolvea to a 
debauch, Najaf Khan, determined to profit by the enemy’s folly, 
and, inarching silently out of his entrenchments, attacked the royal 
troops as they lay buried in a drunken Bliimber. The invcBtiiig 
lines were quickly carried, and a dreadful slaughter commenced. The 
terror excited by the sudden and vigorous attack was so groat that a 
panic seized the royal army, which wa,s soon in confusion and on 
the point of flight. The Emperor himself was exposed to the greatest 
danger, many persons aroimd him being killed, and be was preparing 
to withdraw from the field, when the Begum Somrn, whoso camp 
was pitched a short distance off, perceived his peril, and, unaffected 
by the panic, determined to support her sovereign. A himdred men 
and a six-poimder gun, under the command of Thomas, were hastily 
ordered to advance, whilst the Begum, seated in her palanquin, 
accompanied them to the scene of conflict, and gave the order to 
open lire. Thomas’s native souse of chivalry was aroused by the 
spectacle of a woman on the field of battle, and be supported ber with 
such detormiuatiou that after a short hut desperate Elnigglo, Najaf 
Khan was beaten back and the Emperor rescued from his critical 
position. Tu grateful recognition, of assistance so timely rendered, 
Shah ’Alam summoned the Begum to his Durbar, and, after praising 
her for her gallantry, and thanking her for her service, loaded her with 
honours, and bestowed on her tlie title of “His most beloved daughter.’’ 
Nor was Thomas unrewarded, for not only was his reputation estab- 
lished by the incident, but he received a very valuable lihiliii, or 
present, from His Majesty'. 

Not long after this the Begum was entrusted with the defence of 
the northern Mughal districts against the inemsions of the Sikhs, and 
a valuable Jaidud assigned to lior as payment for this .special service, 
to the maiiagomont of which she appointed Thomas, who toolc up his 
quarters at a fort called Tayipal, the principal place in it. It was a 
wonderful piece of promotion, for it elevated him to the position of 
Military Governor and Civil Administrator of an extensive territory. 
Despite his inability to read and write, ho seems to have handled the 
reins of management with considerable ability, for he doubled the 
revonues of the Jaicliid before long, and established the Begum’s 
authority in a district which had never previously acknowledged any 
master but the drawn sword. In the intervals of crdlecting rents and 
di.sponsing justieo Thomas was frequently called away northwards to 
repel the periodical incursions of the Sikhs, a ta.>-k in which he distin- 
guished himself no less by his personal prowess than by bis uniform 
succcbS. Unfortunately no cbronicles exist of these border trays of a 
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lifit-t euntury. Ailvancod or retired Ijoiuulary pillars formed the ouly 
records of frouiier warfare iii India. Hut iu \.Lrioua and succesKivo 
actions against tlie Silxlis Tliomas, by his oourago and energy, luiidu 
bis rule re.=poctedj and for long years after tradition banded down the 
Itgeiidary deeds of tbo migbty Ji'lufA-SciJiih, or sailor, who first taught 
the sun.-i of Nauak to rc&pcct the maiehcs of the Groat lluglial. 

Hy these successes Thomas gained considerable iniluonco over the 
mind of the iic-gniu, but there were many Europeans in her force, 
chictly Frenchmen, between wliom and him a violent hatred soon 
developed. They mtuiopoliscd the chief posts, and di-ow large emoln- 
ments, although, as he (pxriclJy ob.ser\ed, they were of littlo use except 
tu keep) their mistress iu a chronic state of pecuniary difficulty. Their 
jealous3' of and ho.-’tility to the English interloper -were nndisguised ; 
but in spite of their machinations he retained for a considerable time 
the place ho had gained iu the Hogum’s favour, for he was alwnyfi 
ready to fight, which her other officers were not, and when he fought 
he won. This iu itself made him a valuable aopuisitioii to a force 
whose records iu the tented field wore none too glorious ; but as, in 
[uhhtiou to his military abilities, Thomas posses, sod tho charm of 
personal attraction, lie soon became chief advisor and couuBollor to 
the “Witch of Sardhiiua,’’ as the Begnm was called. But this suaooss, 
obtained at tho ospeuso of others, increased tho circle of his enoiuies 
and made them desperate. Envy and jealousy entered into a plot, 
and under the leadership of an otlicer named Lc Vassodt a cabal was 
formed to bring about Thomas’s ruin. The season chosen was during 
QUO of ins pioriodioal expeditions against tho Sildrs. Taking advanlago 
of his ahsonoe, the conspirators presented themselves in a hotly bet'oro 
the Begum, and by artful arguments persuadod her that Thomas har- 
boured treacherous designs against her independence, and that his 
rea.son for desiring to piocnrc the dismissal of her French officers was 
that lie might make himself sole and undisputed master of hor po&ses- 
sious, 

TJiis jdot, which was brought to a head in 1702, was outiroly 
successful. It was emmingly contrived, hohig oalonlated to rai.se tho 
Begum's fqar.s hy suggostiirg a danger that bore an air of probability, 
for the subversion of authority was at the root of every oouspiracy iu 
those times. The Begimi at once bocamo alarmed, but, on being 
assured of their protection and fidelity by her French ollicers, auxioty 
gave way to anger, and she visited her wrath upon Thomas’s wife, 
who communicated with her liusband. Back ho came at once from 
the frontier, rescued his fam%, and carried them to Tappal, whoro 
he C'l-eotod the standard of rehelliou. 
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No doubt bu was Llriven to this by the forcu of circuiiii4iincc&, 
for GeorgQ Tbomas’s worst euemy could novor have aeuiised him of 
treaobojy. But still bis conduct seemed to confirm the accusatious 
made against bim, and tbo Begum Somru fortbwitb marched with an 
overpowering force to regain her district. Tappid was invested, and 
Tliomas compelled to surreuder. And then tho Begum, with a mag- 
nanimity wliich could hardly have been expected of her, mid had in it 
a touch of both iucousistency and tenderness, spared bis life, and 
permitted bim to depart unmolested. 

TVben Thomas evacuated Tappal bis worldly wealth did not exceed 
fifty pounds. It was not much to show for five years’ meritorious 
service, but it may fairly be adduced as evidence of bis iutegiity ; 
for during bis administration of a district producing a revenue of 
nearly i:lU,000 a year, many opportunities must have occurred of 
enriching himself by methods which, however deprecated in the West, 
were regarded in India as not only fortuitous, but legitimate. 

His prospects, as be summed them up, were far from encouraging. 
After eleven years of active adventure be found bimBob' littla richer 
than when be began. Heroic meastu-ca were necopsary, and be adopted 
them forthwitli. Having exiiended bis small capntal in arming a 
baud of desperate followers, bo stormed and captured a large village 
near Delhi, Irom which be plundered a considerable sum of money. 
With the sinews of war tlius obtained be increased bis force to 250 
mounted men, and mavebed them, to AuupaUabr, the frontier Britmb 
station, tbore to await events. After pmtliug bis followers through a 
course of training until they in-esentcd a semblance of disoipbiie, ho 
offered the services of bis party to iVli Bahadur, one of the leading 
MariUba princes, who bad established an independent rule in Bundel- 
Ishaud, But a difficulty arising about terms, the negotiations were 
broken off, and shortly after this Thomas received proposals from a 
oliief named Appa Kbandi Ibio, with jiromiso of a suitable provision, 
and these being acceptable, he entered his service early in 1793. 
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A ri'zl. KHANDI IfAO was ouo of Madlioji Simlliia’s iiriuciiml 
oliicftiiiua, aucl Inul plaj'eil au iiuportunt piirL iu the ooaquosl 
of ITiuJustaii. More rucciilly lie had hecn engaged in the iiivasiou of 
Luudulkliuud, hut liis arms had not met with success, and owing to 
this his troops were several months in arrears of pay, and when their 
leader’s continued ill-fortune seemed to destroj’- all ho])os of rocovoriiig 
what was due to them, they broke out into mutiny. This so angered 
Siudliia that he summarily dismissed the chief from his service, and 
Appa’s proud and haughty spirit was brooding over this disgrace when 
ho souglit the assistance of George Thomas. 

It will bo remembered that it was under Appa Khaiuli Kao that Do 
lioigne — now iu his senith — entered Sindhia’s service with the two 
battalions wliioh comprised his first command. Ilis oslraordinary 
Buoeees, and the power ho had attained, inspired Appa with confi- 
dence iu the merits of Europiean courage and intolligenoo. Although 
Thomas’s small band of ragamuflins must have presented a ludicroiiH 
contrast to De Boigno’s trained and erpuipped battalions, tho chief ro- 
miiiubcred how modestly the latter began his career, and. Thomas's 
impoverished condition and needy appearance did not necessarily 
prejudice him. Vicissitudes of fortune were the rulo, not the Dxcopiiion, 
in Hiudnslan— only a few weeks pireviously Thomas himself had been 
tlirasbing the Sildis in the northern provinces of Delhi, and enjoying 
a position of importance and confidence in the sorvice of tho Dogum 
Bomrii. It mattered little his being temporarily under a cloud. What 
he had done in the past, that ho could do in tho future, and Ajtpa was 
in ni'gent need of some one to collect his revenues, since his own 
mutinous troop)s could no longer be depiended upiou for that very 
essential service. Tho man who had enforced taxes from the Tappial 

U4 



UNDKB APPA KPIANVI ItAo. US 

dihtriots, eonlil extort tliem from Ap^ia’.s, wliicl; adjoiuod tlieiu in the 
Mewiitti country. 

So Thomas was engaged, and ordered to raise a battalion of I, OHO 
regular iuliuitry and 100 liorpe. l!ut this required money, a commo- 
dity Appa Could not eouiinaud, and, tlierelbrc, in lien of a uiontbly 
payment, be assigned to Ida new commander tliu (.liatriots of Tijiiiai,, 
Titpukra, and Firozpnr, the re venues of which ww'o to be applied to the 
expenses of the corps. They formed a portion of Appa’s own territory 
of Eewari, which laid formerly belonged to I,siriii,it Hog, and lay about 
forty mile.s south of Ddlii. 'I'lieir ii,s.-,ignmeut answered a double pur- 
pose ; it seenrod the payment of a battalion by which Appa hoped to 
ra-establisli his fortunes, and it brought the distiicts tliemsolve.s under 
his authority, which was comforting to Ins feelings and agreeable to 
his dignity, for, as a mutter of practical finance, he had never been 
able to collect auy rcvemio from them himself^ owing to their ellrouio 
statu of rebellion. They had, indeed, been to him a banc rather than 
a blessing, for whenGver bo sent a foi'oe against Ibem, the peasantry 
fled for refuge to the hilly tracts around, and directly bis troops re- 
tired, aalHed forth and committed fresh depredations on the surrounding 
001111117. This iinaatisfactory state of affairs made it Loth cluaip and 
])rolitabla to sublet the district to auy one who would undertake to pay 
himself out of the proceeds, and keep the imrnly inhabitants iu peace 
and subjection, 

Thomas bad no misgiviugs as to liis ability to collect roveiiue, for 
his luetliods ware as sure as they were summary, and ho accepted the 
proposal, with tho single .stipulation that accounts shoidd be balanced 
every six montbs, and the difference adjusted. This being agreed to, 
he received two oanuona and a supply of ammunition, and began the 
enlistment of men. Service under European commander, s was popular 
with the natives, and there would have been no dilficulty in lilliiig liis 
ranks had he enjoyed the command of a little ready cash. As it was, 
the problematical revenues of Tijara, Tapukra, and Eirozpur did not 
pass current, and it was with great dillienlly be reoruited 400 men. 
With these ho decided to take possession of Ills Jaidtid, hoping to 
extract a reality out of its shadowy resources ; but scarcely bad be 
marched half way toward it than he was recalled in hot haste by Appa, 
and ordered to accompany that chief to Delhi, to guard against any 
possible commotion that might arise owing to tho death of Modhoji 
Sindhia, news of which had just reached nindustan, 

There were several chiefs collected at the capital, who joined in 
maintaining the Maratha, authority under General De Boigno. They 
were honourably received by tho Emperor, to whom Thoma,s, in due 
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tiu'ii, [iix'.iUiiLed his or ofteriug, and -ti'otu whom he roooivod a 

vidnable IduluL lie romaiued at the capital far some time, during 
which he was successful in recniitiug his foi'co up to 700, and thou ob- 
tained leave to depart in order to take possession of his assigned 
distriedb, and raise from thorn the funds, which wore now more 
lugently ucodod than over. Uut scarcely had he marched his pjarty 
out of the caputal than thoy mutinied for their pay, and began to dis- 
pjcrse and pliindtir tba sulTonndiug coiuitry, after the maimer fashion- 
able at tbiit period, 

It was with the greatest dilliculty Thomas whipped in his riotous 
pack, and returned with them to Delhi, whore he roprescutod to Appa 
the impossibility of doing anylhiug without means. The chief found 
a truly Orienial osciipo out of this diflicully by getting very angry ; 
hut Thomas, who seldom avoided a light if he could help it, gave Ins 
master hack word for word, and a rupture seemed immiuout, until 
Appa cumproiuibod the matter by advancing Its, 14, 000, aud oxeculiiig 
a bond for the rest of tlio claims, which, it is perhaps BuporiluouB to 
add, was never lionourod. The payment ou aceouul, however, enabled 
Thomas to satisfy his inutiueers, and in July, 1701, ho set out for the 
third time to take po.isessiou of his Jaidacl. 

Hid route lay through the Jiimua Jnijhir of the Begum yomru, 
which Thomas had admiiiisteved for such a long lime. The opportu- 
nity was irre.sistible„ and he piluudered it, e.\actiug a heavy fmu from 
a village called Garath, It was a very sorry return for the generous 
treatment he had received from the Begum ; but it is probable his 
viudictiveuess was dnected, not against her, but against the Prouch 
laotion, which directed aQairs at Bardhana, and had brought about 
Thomas’s downfall, 

Coutinuiug his march after this little interlude, Thomas duly reached 
his domains. It was a dark and raiuy monsoon night when he arrived 
at Tijara, tlio place of chief importaucc. He pitched ]ii.s cam]) a short 
distance from its walls, and his men, fatigued after a long ami harass- 
ing march, lay down to rest. That night his now subjects gave him 
a taste of llieu- quality by creeping into his eucampniont tiud steal- 
ing a valuable horse, which had been pickettod in its very coutre. 

The impudouco of this pu-occodiug aroused Thomas's wrath, and he 
instantly determmed to inflict oondigu punishment on the vagabond 
thieves who were so wanting in veneration for constituted authority, 
ho he detached a party to discover the village to which the horse had 
een taken ; but they had not gone far before they were attacked, and 
obliged to retire. Beeing this, Thomas ordered his oavahy to ad- 
vance and cover the retreat of the detachment, whilst he himself led 



[JNDIHR APPA KHANDI V,AO. 


117 


out tho infiiu body of his infantry; but by Ibis time the enemy bad 
been considerably reinforced, and showed a foriuidablo front. Tbnmafl, 
taking the lead of bi.s centre column, boldly atlvaueed and set lire to 
the village, which wa.s the point of attack, but as lie was doing so, his 
right and left wings were seized witli a sudden panic, and fled in pre- 
cipitation. Their examplo alieoted the eonlre, who immediately 
followed, abandoning their wounded, and leaving Thomas with only 
a dozen faithful men and a few cavalry to support him. 

It was a moment of extreme peril. But it was in such crises that 
Thomas displayed those splendid rpialities of audacity and dcfiancs 
which distinguished his whole career. Palling slowly back on one of bis 
guns which had become embarrassed in the bed of a stream, he en- 
couraged bis small party to exert themselves in extricating it, ami had 
just aucooeded, when tho enemy, confiileut of victory now, renewed 
the attack with furious ener.gy. 

The native commander of Thomas’s cavalry, a man of distinguLsherl 
bravery, stood nobly by his master, and, with a few others, throw 
themselves between the enemy and the gun which was tho object of 
their charge. Their intrepidity eo.st them their lives ; but tbeir gallant 
effort allowed time for tho piece to be loaded, and tho next minute 
a well-directed fire of grape was poured iuto the advanoiug foe. Tho 
timely discharge saved Thomas and the few brave follows that sur- 
vived, and after half a dozen more rounds the enemy di’ew off and 
retired iuto the surrounding ravines. 

Thomas now collected his fugitives, but when he had mustered 
them, found his force reduced to dOO men. With these he again ad- 
vanced to give battle ; hut the enemy, satisfied of his prowess, declined 
to renew the contest. 

Although his first experience had been so disastrous, the gallantry 
and ability with which ho retrieved the reverse created a great effect, 
and spread a dread amongst the people who had opposed him. Serious 
as was Thomas’s loss in action, the Mewatlis lied suffered more, and 
the immediate consetpienoe was that their headmen made overtures 
for peace, which led to an amicable adjustment of terms. It was 
.agreed that a year’s revenue should be paid, and the stolen properfy 
restored, hostages being given for the performance of these conditions. 

Tij4ra was tho strongest place in the district, and inhabited by the 
most refractory people. Only a few weeks before the date of Thomas’s 
victory the Begum Somru’a whole force had failed in an aifock upon 
the town, and beeir compelled to retire. Its occupation by Thomas 
led to the immediate submission of tho rest of the district ; but be 
was so pleased with the spirit and fighting qualities of tho people 
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that lie offoi'Pil to enlist any of tliem who chose to news him, and this 
beiurr well responded to, he had no diflieulty in bringing np liia 
battalion to the sanclioncd stiongth. 

Orders now reached Thomas from Appa to assist the collector of the 
district of Kishnagar in getting in the rownne due. Having no boliof 
in conciliatory measures, but holding the opinion that the turbulent 
people of the province could only be coerced into obedience, Thomas 
at once entered into a vigorous punitive campaign, carrying lire and 
sword into their midst. Hi.s expedition eonclnded with the subjuga- 
tion of tlio town of Jbajjar, a place of eonsiderablo importance, after 
wliicb be ratiu'ned to Tijara. 

Upon the siUTeuder of Jbajjar, Appa gave Thomas an order on the 
collector of that town for a sum stiffieiout to pay the arrears duo to 
the battalion ; but Just at this time the chiefs own troops mutinied 
for their long- withheld pay, and the money was diverted to satisfy 
their claims. Whereupon Thomas marched to the Bahadurgarh 
district, to raise a contribution to meet his needs. In his route he 
found the smaller villages all deserted, and eonsiderablo numbers of 
armed por.sons collected in a tbreateiiiug manner in the larger ones. 
His force, thinned by fro(iuoiit desertions, had dwindled down to .'100 
men, whose discipline was extremely unsatisfactory. Notwithstanding 
which, having arrived at a place called Mandiilca, and found the in- 
habitants ready to resist him by arms, he attaclced them without a 
moment’s hesitation, and after giving them a severe boating, aaoked 
their village of Es. 4,000. 

The esti-nordinaiy vigour and succes.s of Thomas’s short campaign 
began to arouse tho appreheusions of the Maratha, authorities at 
Delhi, who felt obliged to take note of the inflnenoo he was acquiring 
within such a short distance of the capital. At the instigation of tho 
Begum Somru, whose resentment had been aroused by the recent 
attack upon her Jumna Jaghir, a combined force was sent to watch 
Thomas, who thereupon doomed it prudent to remove to a distance, 
and, in consequence, retired to headquarters. 

Scarcely had he reached Tijara than ho received an urgent message 
fromAppji, calling on him to advance with all speed to Kut BiHli, a 
fort about forty miles distant, where the chief was detained by his 
mutinous troops, who had been tampered with by Gopi'd Eilo Bhao, 
Daulat Eao Sindhia’s viceroy in Hindustan. Appa was fearful of 
being delivered up to his enemies, and implored Thomas to resouo 
him without fail, for ho could no longor roly on his officers, who had 
ail been bought over by Gopiil Eao. 

Although it was raining heavily, and tho afternoon far advanced 
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wbeiiTlioma'i rcooived the fiummons.lie diil not liesitato fov a moment 
ill obeying it. Tho fall of his master uieaut liis own ruin, for if Sintlhia 
reaumod Appa’s territory, as he seemeil incliupd to do, TijAra,Tapni;ra 
and FiroKpnr would naturally go with it. Instantly collpcting bis 
men, Thomas marched all night and the greater portion of Llio follow- 
ing day and nigh t, through constant rain and over heavy roatls, and at 
two o’clock on the second morning arrived before Kot 1‘iUli. Ilia 
sudden appearance, and the inclement state of the weather, prevented 
any opposition from the mutineers, who had siurounded Appa and Iiis 
few faithful followers, and Thomas was able to march np to the fort, 
encamp under its walls, and send in a supply of provisions, of which 
tho chief stood in great need. 

As nearly all Appa’s troops were in mutiny, it was impossible to ro- 
Bstahliah his authority with the small force ramainiug loyal, and under 
these eireumstaneea Thomas rocouimonded that an effort should he 
made to come to terms with Sindhia. Of tills advice Appa approved ; 
hut hO) novertheloss, sought an early opportunity of placing h imself and 
his family in safety, and the next day made his way to Thomas’s camp, 
a proceeding not unattended with danger. It was now determined to 
fall back upon Kaiiaund, Appals principal stronghold, and the order 
was given to strilco camp and mai'cli. But no sooner had a start been 
made, than tho niutiueers began to follow in pursuit, aud in a short 
timo overtook and surrounded Thomas’s force. The position now 
became very erilical, and as a last resource Thomas urged Appa to 
mount his elephant, and load an attack, believing such behaviour 
would have an inapiriling effect upon tho men who defended him, and 
who were disheartened at the position in which they found them.solve3. 
Apipa, who was a courageous chief, at once adopted tho suggestion, 
which met with complelo succobs. No sooner was a hold front shown 
than tho mutineers first came to a lialt, and then retreated, leaving 
the way clear for Thomas to conduct his master in safety to Kanannd, 

Tho danger had hoGii gro.at, and tho deliverance dashing, and 
in gratitnde for his exertions, Appa presented Thoma.s with a yiihd 
of Bs.H.OOO, with which to purchase an elephant cud palanquin 
suitahlo to his dignity. Purtlierraore, to mark his appreciation of the 
gallant and faithful oonduat of the regular troop.s, he ordered a eon- 
sidorahlo iiicreaso in their numbers, aud assigned to Thomas in 
perpetuity tho districts of Jhajjai', Bairi, Mandoti, and Patlioda, which 
were situated to the westward of Dellii, and yielded an annual revenue 
of a lakh and a half of rupees. 

This marked a distiuct stop in Thomas’s fortunes, for in all the 
chauges aud vicissitudes he anbsequently exporianced, he dung to 
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.Tlmjjru’ to the end, and only sunenclcrcd it at the tonnination of liif! 
career. 

Appn hein" safely pstahlisbed at Kananncl, where he was in a 
position to hold his own, Thoums was permitted to depart in order 
to take pos.scs.sion of his new territory, hnt liefore ho had completed 
doing so, a serious di.sturbanco hroko out in one ot his master’s 
frontier districts, avdiioli was under the charge of a Eralimiu official 
named Gauga Bislien, wlio possessed great inflnenco, and was able to 
bring 1 1,000 fighting men into tlie field. DisennLented with tho exacting 
rule of Appa, and encouraged by recent events, Ganga Bishen entered 
into negotiaiiouR to transfer his .aliegi.xneo to Gopal Eiin Bluio, and 
Rurrender to Siudhia tlie di.striet lie held from Appa. Tlii.s iulclligenee 
being eomrannicatod to the latter, bo sent ordcr.s to Thomas to solzo 
tlie rebel, who at once retreated to a mountainous part of the 
Mewiitti enuiitry, and shut himself up in a strong bill fort. 

In order to lull sufipieion, Thomas allowed a short time to elapso 
before making any movement. lie then, after a sudden and swift 
night march, presented himself before the rebel’s stronghold, and by 
a olever str.atageiu, sooured his person, and sent him to Appa. But 
the fort still hold out, being occupied by a garri.sou of 1,000 men, 
under tho command of Ganga Bislien’s nephew ; and it was necessary 
to reduce it. As it was known to bo well supplied with provisions 
and ammunition, nothing but a loug ,aud tedious bloelcade seemed 
possible, and the. better to ensure success, Thomas began the oonatruo- 
tion of a ebaiii of posts or redoubts around tho place. 

Whilst employed in erecting these, he experienced a desperate 
adventure, iu which lie narrowly escaped losing his life. Shortly 
after tho completion of one of liis principal redoubts, lie had retired 
to rest one night, when he was awakened hj? a great shonting and 
commotion. Hurrying to an eraiuonce near at hand, he saw' that tho 
garri.son had made a sortie, and possessed themselves of this redoubt, 
in which was stored all his reserve arms and amninnition. Whilst 
he was reconnoitring the xiosiliou, a small band of the enemy caught 
sight of him, and immediately bore down towards Avhere he was 
standing. In his haste Thonia.s had not armed himself, hut at this 
momont a faithful servant nishetl up with his sword, which lie had 
Just time to gras^i when the attackers reached him, and he found him- 
self confronted by half a dozen dangerous men, 

These discharged then’ matchlocks, and threw several spears at him, 
hut fortunately witli an nnsncccssful aim. Perceiving a stand of 
colours, which his own men had abandoned, Thomas stooped down 
to pick them up, and the enemy^ coucluding from the motion of his 
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body tlial be was wounded, dashed forward, hoping to overpower him 
by force of numbers and a siuinltancons onslaught. But they had 
under-estirnated the prowess of the Jehasi Saliih. Notliiug daunted 
by ovci'whehnin" odds, he gallantly met them, and although bo was 
obliged to loose his hold of tho colours, he fiueeeeded in heating his 
aasailauts off, aud oil being reinforced by hi.s men, drove them back 
into tho fort. Fniut from loss of blood, he could not follow up the 
advantage, hut was compelled to retire to hi.s trenolies, wlicro hi.s 
wounds wei'o dressed, and his pnaillaniinous tbllou'ers recalled to a 
sense of tliolr duty. 

Tho principal pioluts in tho linos of investnient were now 
strengtlionod, and the siege vigorously enforced; hut Oaiiga Bisheii’a 
nophow held out a.s rceoliitely, and Thomas’s troops soon began io 
suffer hardships. Supplies ran short, and sieknosa broke out. The 
camp equipment was of a miserable description, Thomas’s tent being 
the only one in tlie field, and this, with cliaraotoiistic generosity, he 
gave up for use as a hospital. Tho weather was inclement, with 
incessant rain, and was made the harder to bear from the greet 
scarcity of blankets aud warm clothing. As usual Thomas’s funds were 
exhausted, and in order to raise suffieiout monoy to purchase the 
more urgent neee.ssaries his men required, he sold his horses. It was 
by snob generous saorifioes as these that Thomas endeared himself to 
liis soldiers, and won from them that personal devotion which he 
always enjoyed. In the piping times of peace his liberality was 
prodigal, and in seasons of adversity, when there was no pay in tho 
treasure chest, and no gi'ain in tho camp bazaar, he never failed to 
identify himself with his followers, sharing with them their trials, 
their discomforts, and tlioir dangers. 

The siege of Ganga Bislien’s fort lasted for some time, but after 
two mines had been sprung with coiisiderahlo effect, tho garrlaou 
capitulated, and Appa’s authority was asserted. Thomas then re- 
turned to Jiiajjar, where he collected tho revenue due, paid, liis troops 
their arrears, and allowed them the rest needful after their late severe 
exertions. 

Towards the end of 1794, Gopral Eao Ehao, Sindhia’s viceroy in 
Ilindastan, was disgi'aeod, and super-seded by General Do Boigne, who 
delegated muoh of his authority to Lakwa Dada, a distingni.shed and 
faveuriie chief of tho late Madhoji Sindlria. Lakwa now appeared in 
the vicinity of Appa’s territory at the head of a largo Mariitha array, 
and the latter, eonsideidng it politic to pay his respects in person, 
visited his camp. 

But although Appa was well received, the occasion was taken to 
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demand from him arrears of trilnrl,e wliicli were stafod lo be duo ; and 
when be desired to depart pei'mission was witldiold, and ho was 
praetieally delaiiiod a prisoner pendiu" tlio settlement of what was 
claimed from him. AlthoiiKli the whole amount was only two laldis 
of i-npeos, and many persons in Appa’s family ooiild easily have 
afforded him assistance in his di.strosa, not a man was found who 
would advance anything. Eeiiig iinablo to raise the required Buni, 
Appa, to secure his freedom, was obliged to make over bis districts in 
mortgage to a MariUli.a chief, named Eapn Ifaruavis, and furthermore 
to enter into an agreement to pay the troops Bapu proposed to keep 
up to collect the revenue. “In short,” observes Thomas in his 
inemoii’R, “it was plain to seo that whoever might liareaftor, by 
chance of wav, obtain possession of the distviota in question, it was 
evident that by these concessions Appa had for ever done away with 
his own right.” Amongst the pargannalis thus surrendered wore 
the.se of Tijiira, Tapukra and Firozpiu', which belonged to Thomas, 
to whom the loss was a severe one, but with a magnanimity highly 
to his credit he observed that “ since his principle was ruined lie had 
no cause for complaint,” and made no claim for oomponsatioii from 
that part of bis master’s territory still remaining to him. 

Appa lihaudi Eao’.s prestige and authority wore much shaken by 
tlii.s .sequestration of his property, and his detention in Lakwa Dilda’s 
camp, and tho inhabitants of his romaiuiug districts deemed the 
opportnnity a good one for refusing tho payment of their taxes, and 
breaking into rebellion. But they hadreckoned without their master’s 
tax-gatherer, Thomas at once marched again, st thorn at the head of 
800 men, and in a short time captured several of their principal places, 
some by day and others by night assaults, and soon reduced them to 
subuiission. His promptitude in planning, and vigour in oxoouting, 
pniuitivo expeditions of this description were remarkable. Having 
exacted heavy Hues from a Largo portion of tho malcontents, he came 
at length to a place called Bairi, where ho met with a dosporato 
resistance, tho description of which is ho.st told in his own words. 

“In the fort of Byreo, oxclusivo of the garrison, were 300 llajpoots 
and Jlmts, who had been hired for the express purpose of defending 
the place, and it wa.s here that I was in the most imuiinent danger of 
losing the whole of my party. We had stormed the fort and wore 
beat hack with lo.ss. One of my sirdars (officers) was wounded, and 
from tho confusion that occurred was left behind in the lianda of tho 
enemy. Tho danger was overy moment increasing, tho town being 
set on fire in several places, aitd, our retreat nearly cut oil by tho 
flame.s that sun'ounded us. 
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“ In Uiis situation wc had the additional mortification to pereoivo 
tlifl mereiloag pnomy seine on the -vvoundod officer, and with savase 
bnrliarity precipitate him into tlic fire. Equally animated and 
enraged by tho spoetaclo, my troops now rushed forward to tho 
attack, with an ardour that was irresistible. Having gained entire 
possession of the fort, tlio soldiers, with clamorous exprassions of 
revengo, insisted on tlie death of every one of the garrison that 
remained, and I was not ineliuocl to refuse. Bvit it cost ns dear, the 
euomy to a man making a hravo resislairce. This contest was con- 
tinued so long as to afford time to those who had retreated to return ; 
by those means we were eiigagod again, and at one time almost over- 
powered, but receiving a roiiiforccment of onr own party, the enemy by 
.slow dogrooB began again to retreat. I pursued with the cavali-y ; 
the enemy once more made a stand in the jungles adjoining the 
town, when, after a second desperate conflict, they gave way on all 
sides, and most of them were out to pieces.” 

The expedition which was concluded by this vigorous exploit had 
been a short but severe one. Now that it was finishotl, the recogni- 
tion awaiting Thomas was not such as he expected, for scarcely had 
he completed the objects of his march than he received a communi- 
cation from Appa, inforuhug him that, owing to his straitened means, 
he found it impossible to retain tho sciTices of the battalion, and he 
thoroforo desired it to lie dismissed, and Thomas to repair to his 
camp in the oountiy of tho Eao Elijah. 

It was oertainly a brief and summary way of terminating the con- 
tract that existed between tlie soldier and his master, and had the 
merit of simplicity ; but it quite ignored the fact that Thomas’s troops 
were in considerable arrears of pay, and that without a settlement of 
their claims it was impossible to disband them. Their commander, 
therefore, marched to Appa’s camp, which was pitched near Ulwar, 
and in the interview which followed, was informed by the chief, who 
spoke with visible uneasme.ss, that tho Marathii commonders noticing 
Thomas’s influence and his energetic conduct, considered him a 
dangerous personage, and one who might, if occasion arose, act against 
Sindhia himself, and they had therefore requested Appa to discharge 
him. 

Thomas, on hearing this, at once repaired to Lakwa Dada, whom 
he taxed with endeavouring to procure his ruin; but the Maratlia 
general not only denied that he had ever disapproved of Thomas’s 
oonduct, but offered him the command of 2,000 men in Sindhia’s 
service, if ho felt inclined to leave Appa. 

This was putting a new eomplosion on affairs, for tlie pi'oposal era- 



124 


QEOBGF. THOMAS. 


bi'aoed a proiiiotinn which few men wonld have iiesitated to accept, 
lint it failed to tempt Tlimnas, wlio.qe idea of duty stretolied hofni'o 
liim Kti'fiiglit as a die. Mereenaiy soldier .and adventurer though ho 
was, no truer or more f.iithful .servant than this w.andering Irishman 
ever pledged his word. Appa’s distriehs had now brolcon out again 
into a .st.ate of open rebellion, and Thomas “ considered himself under 
obligations wliich could not be passed over ; for if ho now quitted his 
master it would in all probability pu'ovo his utter ruin, and he there- 
fore resolved to adhere to Appia Khandir>iio,and eniloavour to retrieve 
his affairs.” 

On Thomas’s rotnru from Lakwa’s camp, he went to interview 
Appa, who exensod himself for his late conduct, the roasoiis for which 
are hard to understand. But he managed to .satisfy Thomas (who 
on more than one occasion in his career gave evidence of a confiding 
and eompilacent disposition), and induced him to undertake the sub- 
jngation of the revolted districts. Before he could start, however, there 
came a request from Lakwa Dada, for Appa’s hattaliou to assist in the 
reduction of the fort of Soluiwalgarh, which had rofusod to pay its 
stipulated tribute to tlio MariUhas, and, with his master’s consent, 
Thomas mavehod his men to join the forces already engaged in 
besieging the idaoo. 

On his ari-ival Thomas’s post was assigned to him, but his mon, 
being now several mouths in arrears of pay,* refused to fight, and in 
order to satisfy their demands he was ag.ain compelled to sell his 
property, and distribute the proceeds before his soldiers would return 
to their duty. 

Soluiwalgarh had been for some time invested by four of Gener.al 
Do Eoigne’s battalions, mider command of Major Gardner. Tlio 
enemy, in the hopes of compelling the Manithiis to raise tho siege, 
had taken possession of the ravines in tlio iieiglibonrhood, which led 
to several sldrmislies, oeensioning losses on both .sides. Soon after 
Tliomas’s arrival a council of war was summoned to consider the best 
means of reducing the place, and Major Gardner proposed the advance 
of a second parallel, but this could not be effected without first 
capturing a veiy strongly fortified outpost, which no ono appeared 
inclined to attack. 

Thomas, who was present at tho council, volunteered no advice, but 
his mind was already made up to take the redoubt. That same 
evening bo carefully reconnoitred its approaches, and decided how to 

* Tlie chronic state ol arraars in which Thomas's troops .scorned to exist is 
difficult to undorstiuid. It is prohaWe that hia frequent assertions of having 
“ paid them up ” meant only .small payments ou account. 



UNDEM APEA KHANPI BAO. 


V2rj 

assilulfc it, and eai'ly the uoxt movuing, witlioufc acquainting any one of 
liij design, mnslered his troops, formed them into columns, and, 
advauciiig whilst the enemy were off guard, coiiiplotely surprised 
them. Having stormed tho outworks he effected an entry into the 
redoubt itself, and maintained his position until he was reinforced 
from tho Martitha camp, whereupon tho euomy evacuated the place, 
and ho established himself in tho position lie had won. 

The second parallel was now advanced, and the fort so closely 
invested, that the commandant, deBpauing of succour from without, 
negotiated for terms, and a ransom, of two lakhs of rupees was 
demanded, which he agreed to pay. Thomas received a share suffi- 
cient to reiiuhiu’se him for all the expenses he had incurred, and 
thou returned to his own country. This he found in. the usual 
rehellious state, and tho hotter to keep it in order, ho divided his 
force into two battalions, one of which ho employed in the collection 
of revenue, and kept the other stationed at Jhajjar. 

And now another danger threatened him. For some months past the 
Begum Somru bad been trying by every means in her power to effect 
Thomas’s ruin, and had even gone so far as to bribe the Maratba 
officials to advise his disuiis.sal. To this hostile course of action slis 
was incited by her Freiiob olfiocrs, and especially by Thomas’s old 
enemy, Le Vassordt, to whom, about this time, the Begum was secretly 
married. Ills inJlueuoe being now paramount, he persuaded her to 
attack Thomas’s distriots, and she accordingly ordered her army to 
Thi'u'u, a place about tsvenfcy-five miles south-east of Jhajjar. The 
force consisted of 4 battalions of infantry, 400 cavalry, and 20 guns, 
and it was publicly given out that the object of the expedition was a 
war of revenge against her former officer. 

Thomas immediatoly called in his detachments to headquarters, 
where he concentrated all his troops, which now amounted to 2,000 
regular infantry, 200 cavalry, and 10 pieces of artdlery. With these 
he prepared to meet tho throatouod invasion; but before tbo Begum 
could pnt her intention into execution, a mutiny broke out in her 
army, and she was obliged to return to Sardbiina, whilst Thomas, 
freed from the impending danger, once more turned his attention to 
the ever-constant necessity of keeping Ms own districts in order. 

Since Appa’s reverse of fortune his connfay had been placed under 
a joint management, as Lakwa Bada insisted on his officials being 
associated in the collection of the revenue. This siirvefllanoe was 
Strongly resented by Appa, whom it greatly humiliated, and he there- 
fore intrigued to sow dissensions between Laltwa, and his local deputy 
Bapu Farnavis, aud having succeeded in setting the two quarrelling, 
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determined, Vr’Iiiist they were occupied with ouo another, to roabsert 
hi.', own independence. 

Whlhdrawin'' into hib stroriyhold oi' Kiiuauiul, which he loi’tified 
"s’ery strongly, ho sent orders to Thomas to bumuiarily disiiii.sa tlio 
Maratha collectors and oflicials employed by Lakvva Dnda. Those iu- 
btruefiouB were promptly carried into effect, although their execution 
gave rise lo imich severe lighting and loss of life. Appa next inarched 
out and laid seigo to Narnal, a large and populous town sixteen miles 
south oF luinauiid, whore Thomas joined him, and the chief was so 
delighted with the thorough way in which liia worlc had been per- 
formed, that ho presented him with several vahiablo presents, in- 
cluding an elephant and a palampiin. 

NaruiU was under the command ol one of Lakwa DiUla’s Brahmin 
ofliciala, who, on lioariiig of Tliomas’s arrival, oamo to him secretly 
at night, and offered to sm-rendor the town and fort if tho safely of 
libs own pei'.son and property woro guaranteed. To this Thomas 
agreed, and the gates were opened tho next morning to tlie besiegers. 
But now a difficulty arose, for Appa, being iu dosperato want of 
money, desirecl to e.xtort a heavy fine from the Brahmin, who was 
known to be a rich m.an, and demanded his sun'eudor from Thomas. 
The recpiest was at once rcl'usod, with an explanation of the oiroum- 
stances under which tho man had given himsolf up. Upon this Appa 
became very angry, and declared that the slight lowered him in the 
estimation of his followers, and that it was not within Thomas’s 
power to grant terms and protection to tho chief's ouemios. But 
Thomas, whoso loyalty to his word of honour was his finest trait, 
rel'u.sed to yield, and the result was a serious rnpiture hetwoen him 
and Apjpa. 

A few days lator Thomas was requested to attend his master, and 
at oneo complied. IlaviDg arrived at the house whore Appa hail 
taken up his quarters, he was informed that the chief was ill and 
confined to his bed in an upper chamber, to which Thomas was 
desired to ascend. Suspocting no treachery, and anxious to avoid 
giving any cause for offence, he loft hia escort below and went upstairs 
unattended, when, to his sm-priso, he found Appa apparently perfectly 
well, and waiting to receive him. 

A conversation ensued, and it soon became evident that tho sur- 
render of tho Biahmin was the main object of the interview. Thomas 
listened to all his masler had to say, and then replied that his pledged 
word involved bis personal honour' and could not be broken, and that 
no oonsideralian would induce him to yield to Appa’s request. On 
hoaa-ing this the chief, making some excuse, rose and left tho room, 



UNDJjrn AFPA KHANDI BAO. 


127 


from wliioli he had uo sooner departed, than it was filled with armed 
men. 

The trap ho had fallen into was now apparent to Thomas, hut so 
fill' from showing any alarm or timidity, ho cahtily retained hia seat 
with an air of imperturbability — a course of conduct that was not 
without its oJfect upon the intruders. TrosouLly a letter was handed 
him from Appa, which proved to be a sort of ultimatum, demanding 
the iimnediate suri'eudcr of the Brahmin. 

This brought matters to a crisis. Many a mau iu such a dilemma 
would have salved his conscience with the reflection that ho had done 
overythiug in his power to keep his promise, and that to resist any 
longer was only to wantonly imperil the one life that stood between 
tho proposed victim and his do,struction. But this was not the view 
Thomas took of tho matter, for he spurned such a sun'ender of 
principle aa it involved, and instantly refused compliance. Then, 
rising to his fool, he demanded, iu an imiierious tone, to bo conducted 
to Appa’s proaeuco . His audacity saved Imn, and before any one 
could iuterposo ho strode out of the room and into the adjoining 
ohamhor, where the chief had retired. 

At tho sudden apparition of the tall resolute Irishman, whom he 
had imagined a prisoner, Appa was completely taken aback. There 
■was danger iu Thomas’s flashiog oyo, and an actual threat in the 
action of his hand, as it sought the hilt of his sword. Before this 
exhibition of daring the Manitha chief (piailcd, aud seeing his hesita- 
tion, Thomas, with tho e.xcpiisito guile and gallaiitry of his country- 
men, relieved himsulf of a conventional compliment, and uccompliBhed 
his departiu'e unmolested. 

On his return to camp he desiiatched his diwun, or head native 
official, to Appa to inform him that, ‘^compelled by a ju.'it iudigualiou 
against the treachery of his proceeding, he would no longer servo 
him.” In this determination Thomas was supported by his troops, 
vvho, fired at the insult offered Iheu' leader, declared they would uo 
longer remain in Appa’s service. 

The incident illustrates very vividly the dangers that snrroundod a 
soldier of fortune in India in those days. Craft and treachery were 
component parts of the Maratha ualure, and the European, with his 
code of honour, was at a disadvantage in dealing with men who had 
none. Appa’s original retxuost was one that would have been com- 
plied with by any native without demiur or hesitation, and the means 
he took to try and euforee it was consistent with eslablithed oustoni, 
and would probably have been considered rather clever. The fact 
that Thonias had for a long time devoted himself with uncQminon 
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energy and fidelity to the chicf'ti cause, weighed as uotliiiig against 
the gratification of avarice or malice, and Appa woidd have sacrificed 
hid officer without a sigh rather than forego tho acoomplislimont of 
his personal desire. 

And now that he had failed to cocrcc or iutiiuidato him his conduct 
was ectually despieahle. He feared lo.sing not only his Europjoan, but 
the regular iui'anlry as well. So he began to invent excuses for his 
treachery, trying to explain it away, and in order to re-establish couli- 
dence came tho ne.xt day in pjcrson to Thojuiis’s camp, and succeeded 
in persuading him to withdraw his resignation and roturu to his 
allegiance. It i.s ddlioult to compu'cheud how Thomas could have 
con.'jGnted to overlook what had occurred, but it is possible Ihiit ho 
hesitated before rclin(pui.s!iiug an established position with a chief of 
standing, and one that wa.s not wthout certain subsLautiiil advan- 
tages. At any rate matters were amicably adjusted, and before Apipii 
loft he and Thomas were on their old footing. 

The collection of the revenue in tiro blowntti di.strict was the iio.'it 
task that engaged Tlioiniis’s attention. Hero lie found the ManUlui 
officials again intorfeiiug and quarrelling with Appa’s, but by punish- 
ing some, and conciliating others, he brought matters into a favoiir- 
able train for aettlomeut. In the coureo of those proceedings, however, 
be was under the necessity of storming a fort, in which lie captured 
a valuable booty of cannon, bullocks, and other trauspiort animals. 
On hearing of this success Apipa claimed as hie right tho artillery 
taken, but Thomas as strenuously insisted that the guns belonged to 
the troops who had fought for them. This divergence of opinion led to 
another rupture, and Appia, highly incensed at his officer’s insubordi- 
nation and growing ideas of indepiendenco, determined, if possible, 
to finally ofToet his downfall. 

To this end be entered into communication with a body of 
Ghiissaius, who were pnocceding on their annual piilgrimago to 
Hardwar, and fiappieiied to bo encampied in the ueigliboiu'hooil. These 
people belonged to a fonnidahlo sect of Hindu mendicants, accustomed 
to engage in military service when any offered, and largo bodies of 
them were frequently to be met with tiuvoiling from pdace to pdace, 
and levying contributions wherever they went. They often attached 
themselves to the service of a piarticular chief, and for sudden attacks 
or lepirisaLs no men could be foxmd better fitted, for they were 
mured to pam and privation by the natirre of their calling, and were 
absolutely indifierent to death. 

In consideration of a reward of Bs.10,000 Ilia leader of this band of 
Ghussains agreedto make an attack on Thomas ; but, luckily, particulars 
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of this atrocioufi ai'rangemont were cnmmuuicated to him hy tlie aseiif'-i 
liG emploj'ed iu Appa Khandi E.io’s camp. Deeply itioenpcd at the 
prenieclitatod treaehoi'y Thoniaa detenuinefl to defeat it, and making 
a night march against the Glms.saius, fell upon them unawarea, and 
completely turned the tahlea on the would-he as.sas-ius, for he rniited 
them with imiuenso alanghtcr, and sent the few snivivors in headhnig 
flight to Delhi, as though the devil himself were after tlieui. Ifating 
tlma asserted hiursplf, Thovnaa wroto to ippa, dorrovmciiQg Vila ba^o 
conduct, and declining lo reiuaiu any longer in tlio .sendco of ouo who 
could be guilty of such a shameful act. 

A iManUha ia seldom at a loss for au excuse, and Appa absolved 
himself from all responsibility for tbe deed, by laying the bhnte on 
his servants ; vowing that they alone were guilty, ho hinisolf having 
been ill, and unable to attend to any business. He tben went on to 
expatiate npon the gravity of his disorder, which had taken a dangerous 
turn and was growing w'orae every day, and capped all Ijy expressing 
a wish for a personal interview with Thomas, hefore it was too late, in 
order that ha might place under his charge the heir and sneoessor ho 
had chosen, and for whose youth and inexperience he desired to enlist 
Ilia ofticer'a fevour. 

This invitation was both surprising and awkward, for though it was 
true that Appa’s health was failing, Thomas was not prepared to place 
any further reliance on his word. On the other hand, it was dillieiilt to 
refuse such a rorpiest from so powerful a chief. Happily the necessity 
of coming to a decision iu this difficult dilemnaa was obviated liy in- 
telligence of a raid made by a numerous body of Sikhs into the Doab 
districts north of Delhi, where, after defeating and almost extermin- 
ating the Maratha troops stationed for the defence of the frontier, they 
wore committing great depredations iu tho vicinity of Saharaupur. 

Although Appa Khandi Kiio had no particular connection with 
SahaTanpru',hB thought that, in common with tho other Maratha ehiei'a, 
be ought to exert himself to prevent further incursions, the more 
especially as Ills own di.stricts would in all iwobability bo the next to 
Guffer from these desperate marauders, Ha therefore ordered Thomas 
to march his whole force northward, and attack tho Sikhs wherever 
he encoimtered them in kfaratha territory. 

The commission was one to Thomas’s taste. Ho had the Irishman’s 
irresistible love of a vow, and never lagged when fighting was in proa- 
peol. Moreover, the expedition relieved him from his gnandary with 
regard to Appa’s invitation. Crossing tho Jumna, a little to the north 
of Delhi, ha advanced rapidly towards the enemy. But the Sikhs 
knew the Jilimi Sahib of old, having often felt the weight of his 
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sword wlion lio was in tlie service of the .Begum Somru, and entruated 
with the defence of tlieso very distriet.s. To quote Thomas's own 
words, “he hnd on more than one occasion given thorn samidoa of Iris 
method of figliting," and tlie information thus conveyed auflioGd. They 
had no stomach now to meet the tieiy Irishman, whose prowess was 
already a pa-ssword along the frontier, and on liearing of his approach 
effected a rapid ]'etrcat into their own territory. 

Wlicn Laliwa Diidii heard how promptly and efliciently Thomas had 
retrieved the disgraceful defeat of the Mar:itli;i troops and cleared the 
e(/iiutry of tlic Sikh.s, ho requested Appa to allow his oflioar to raise a 
body of 2,000 mon for the protection of the province of Saharanpirr and 
other parts of the Maratha po.ssessionB. To this Appa, unable to dis- 
oblige so powerful a chief, reluctantly consented, and the districts of 
Pdnipat, Soiipat, and Kavniil, were assigned to Thomas in Jaidail, for 
Iho upkeep of a special frontier force of 2,000 infantry, 200 cavalry, 
and 10 guns. Those districts were contiguous to Thomas’s own 
of Jhajjar, and their acquisition made liiin paramount lord over an 
exten.sive domain. Panipat itself w’as an historical city of great an- 
tiquity. It stood in the centre of a largo plain, wliioh had been the 
ficeuo of two decisive battles in the history of Hindustan, and although 
it had ceased to be an emporium of commerce, as it had ouco been for 
the caravans of Kabul, Lahore, and Persia, it still remained a place of 
eouaiderahle importance. 

No sooner had Thomas established himself in this new territory 
than a piathotic appeal for help reached him from his old miatross 
the Begum Somru. Ilcr marriage with Le Vassoult had lod to a 
mutiny^ in her force, and in a vain endeavour to escape from Sardhdna, 
hor husband met his death, and she herself was deposed from authority, 
and confined a prisoner at her capital, her step-sou, Zaffar Yah Khan, 
otherwise known as Balthazar Sombre, being elevated to tho govorn- 
mont. The Begum now wrote to Thomas in most abjoct and des- 
ponding term,s, throwing herself on his clemency, and begging him to 
come to her aid, as she had no one else to look to. Sbo declared that 
she was living in imminent dread of being poisoned, and offered to pay 
any sum of money he might demand if ho would only reinstate her 
in power. 

Thomas possossed in a very marked degree tho vii'tuos of chivalry 
and generosity, and eould never turn a deaf ear to the pleadings of 
lovely woman in distress. According to his recorded description the 
Begum wa.s at thi,? time forty-fivo years of age, small in statni'o and 
inclined to be plump. Her complexion was very fair, and her oyos 
black, large, and animated. Her dress “ perfect Hindostany ’’ and of 
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tho most costly miitoi'ial. She spoko the Persian and Hindustani 
languages with llnoiiey, and in conversation was “engaging, sensiido 
and spirited. ’’ Tic re.solved to help her, and on receipt of lier letter 
induced Biipu Sindhia, the RIaratha governor of Saliarnupnr, by iin 
offer of P»a.l20,000 ( t'15,000), to move sumo troops towards Hiirdluina. 
From his former evperienoe Thomas fell convinced that unless he 
could gain over a portion of tlie Legnm’s rebc-llious soldiery, wdio luul 
now .sworn allegiauoo to Balthazar , Sombre, not only -would his exer- 
tions be fruitless, but the Princess herself would ba ex-po.sed to tljc 
greatest por.sonal danger. So lio sot on foot .an intrigue for this purpose, 
in which he was Buceessfnl. He then m.archod -witli his force, and 
Giioamped at the village of Kataoli, twelve miles to the north <if 
Sardhuiia, v,'hero ho publicly announced that unless the Begum ■(va.s 
rein.stated in authority, he would accord no mercy to tlio.>e who re- 
sisted; and to give addition.al-sveight to his proclamation lie .stated that 
he -was acting under the authority of Sindhia. 

This intimation w'as at flr.st attended with the dc.sirod effect, for a por- 
tion of the troops belonging to the Sardhaua State immediately re- 
sponded by confining Balthazar Sombre and declaring for the Begum. 
But Thomas know well that no reliance could be placed on their capri- 
cious temper, for mutiny came to them a.s a periodical relaxation in 
the monotony of life : so he lost no time in pinning them to their 
declaration by advancing towards Sardhaua. But before ho reached 
the place a counter revolution had already proclaimed the restoration 
of Balthazar Sombre. 

Thomas now determined on a coup de main. Ordering four hundred 
of his infantry to follow with all expedition, hn galloped ibrwai'd , escorted 
by only fifty cavalry, on whom he coxdd thoroughly depend. Balthazar 
Sombro on seeing the weakness of this escort at once jumped at the 
oonolnsion that ho had got Thomas into his power, and gave ordera 
for an attach, hut at this momont the infantry were perceived in the 
distance, and the mutineers believing the whole MariUha army -was 
at hand, sought safety in a third revolution, deposed Balthazar neminc 
coniradiconie, and tendered their humble submis-sion to Thomas. 
Before sunset the Bcgnm Somni was restored to power, and an oath 
of fidelity — such as it -was worth — extracted from her troops, whilst 
Balthazar Sombro, who was a poor debauched semi-imbecils half-caste, 
■was plundered of all his property, and condnCled a prisoner to Dedhi, 
whore ho was incarcerated. 

After I'oinstating the Begum Thomas marched his force to a large 
town named Samli, situated on the Sildi frontier, the ooimnandant 
of which pfiaee had encouraged the Sikhs in their late inennsiou, by 
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coimiiUDicating to them tliedefeiiooloas condition of the Upper rroviiicos, 
Sainli was situated foiiy-fne miles from Sardhann, and Thomas covered 
the distance iu twenty-four hom-a. An action took place in the open, in 
which the commandant, after a slnhboru resistance, waa dofoated and 
oompelled to retreat into the town, and Thomas, anxious to bring the 
affair to a speedy conelnsion, gave orders for an assault tho same 
evening, when the fort was carried l)y storm, and nearly all tho garrison 
put to the sword. 

ft was hy the.se long and rapid marches, and by these sudden and 
vigorous attack.s, that Thomas won most of his viclorie.s. There novor 
existed a man who more couaeicntiously observed the maxim “ Never 
X)ut off till to-morrow what you can do to-day." Fearless, impatient, 
impetnoUB, tho Jeha.-.i Sahib could brook no delay when his fighting 
blood w’aa aroused, and his very audacity imposed on his cnomiee, so 
that they came to regard him as irresistible and invincible. 

Having airanged affairs at Samli, and appointed a now governor, 
Thomas next repaired to Bitpu Sindliia’s oampi, to whom, under orders 
from Appa, he was now attached. Biipu was engaged in tho reduction 
of Laknoti, a place of oonsiderahlo strength, situated on the east bank 
of the Jurnna a little to the north of Samli, and occupied by the Sikhs. 
A practicable breach having been effected, preparations wero made for 
an assault, but the commandant, seeing he was likely to bo unsuccessful 
in defending the fort, in order to save effusion of blood, came privately 
to Thomas’s tent, and made terms for tho surrender of the place, which 
were faithfully and punctually carried out on the following morning. 

The next matter of importance in Thomas’s career was tho receipt of 
a letter from Appa, iu which that chief informed him that from con- 
tinued illness hia pains wore augmented to a degree which had become 
intolerable, and no hope remaining of recovery from his cruel distemper, 
he had determined, to pul a period to hi,s misery by voluntary death. 
For this puiTose he was on his way to the Ganges, but he requested 
Thomas to come to see him once more before the scene closed for ever. 
On receipt of this intelligence Thomas set out immediately to afford, 
such consolation as ho could to his desponding chief ; but he had not 
marched far when intelligence reached him that Appa hail committed 
suicide by drowning himself in the river Jumna, 

Thus perished, in 1797, one of Madhqii Sindhia’s most intrepid and 
enterprising chieftains, and a man who had played no iueonsidorable 
a part in tbe MarathA, conquest of Hindustan. Appa had been engaged 
in the battles of Liilsdt, Chaksaua, and Agra, and the occupation of 
Delhi. He was a typical MarAthA, whose mind was never free from 
intrigue and treachery, and his conduct towards Thomas had at times 
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been as base as it was unintelligible, for ho had no abler or more loyal 
soldier in his service than the European whose Ufa he twice attempted 
to take. On tho other baud Appa was a brave and skilful general, 
whoso later misfortunes were duo to political causes, and who, during 
a troublous time in the bistory of Ilinduatau, held his ovui against 
many and powerful enemies, and retained his dibtiuguished positiou 
until bis death. 



CHAPTER III. 


THE CONflXIEST OF nAKIANA. 

1707-170S. 

T he death of Appa Ehancli Riio was a sevore blow to Ttiomas. 

Althoiigli the eliief luul often been capi'ioiona aiul treaeliorous in 
his comlnet, he had at times shown ho could appi-eoiato the liigh 
qualities of his European oflicor, and as he ropresouted au ostahlished 
power in Marathil politics there was a suhstantial advantage in being 
comioeted with him. A great deal eoiild ho done in India iindor the 
name of anthoritj', oven though the power invoiced was a Ehadow,y 
vun'eality. For twenty years Hindustan had beou ruled in the name 
of Shah 'Alani, and notwithstanding that ho was blind, helpless, and 
ii prisoner, edicts ooutimiod to he issued in his name, and rewards, 
titlos, and privileges eonforrod by his favour. 

Apipa Khnudi Rao was suoeoedod in his possessions by bis nepiliow 
Vaiuan liao, or Bawan Rao as the name is sometimes written. 
Vaman Itiio was a vain, inexperienced youth, bettor lilted for 
the calling of an accountant than the career of a soldier. Pie was 
entirely in the hands of intriguing Bralmims and crafty courtiers, who 
crowded his capital at Rowan, and wore jealous of the authority and 
influence of Thomas, to whom Apipa, in his last moments, liad eu- 
ti’usted the protection of his hem They soon persuaded the young 
chief to reuounco his guardian, and demand from him the restitution 
of the district, which had been granted as a reward for honourable 
services. Thomas was naturally indignant at this treatment, and 
peremptorily refused to snrroudcr his Jaidacl, hut coiisoion.s that a 
quarrel between Vaman Rao and hiiusolf could only involve both in 
very serious diflleullies, be endeavoured to compromise matters by 
olffcring to pjay a sum of money to bo confirmed in his poBSOssions, 
this species of succession duty being in accordance with the oustoni of 
the country. 
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But Vamiin Eao, instigated by his advisGra, would not agree to this, 
and was foolhardy enough to resort to force, Without notice or 
warning ho occax)iod with hi.s undisciplined rabble a large village 
called Kosli, which formed part of Thomas's possessions. The latter, 
with a furbenrance not nsnal with him, cm-bed his inclination io tight, 
and endeavoured to avoid a breach of the peace, This encouraged 
Vamaii Ilao, who on being joined by largo bodies of local pea.santry, 
became too formidable to be ignored, and Thomas felt obliged to bring 
the business to an issue. He accordingly attacked the chief’s troops, 
and the allair was quickly decided. Vaman Eao's soldiery broke at 
the first onslaught and fled in all directions, and the greater part of 
them having taken refuge in the fort of Kosli were besieged therein, 
iifter erecting batteries, Thomas ordered grates for heating shot to 
he made ready, and this being done, fired so succoE.sfuliy wdth red hot 
balls as to quickly set the place on fire, and compel a siui'endor at 
discretion. 

It was now agi'eed that an interview should, take place between 
Thomas and. Vaman Ilao at Kanaxmd, for at the first sign of defeat the 
chief had shut himself up in that stronghold. But when Thomas 
arrived, Vaman Bao pretended to he fearful of treachery, nndrefi7,sed 
to come out of the fort, whilst Thomas, for similar reason, s, was un- 
willing bo enter it. The negotiations wore in consequence broken off, 
and leaving matters in statao quo the latter nifirched his troop,? north, 
where his presence w.as required to repel an incursion of the Sikhs. 
He took the precaution, however, of leaving a force to defend .Jhajjar 
against any attack that might bo made on it in his absence, and thou 
directed his way to Knrudl, where he soon had his hand,? full of 
fighting. Four successive actions took place, which resulted in a loss 
of 500 men on Thomas's side, and 1,000 on that of the enemy. A 
mutual desire for peace was the result of this blood-letting, and a 
treaty was concluded by which the Sikhs agreed to evacuate tbc 
villages they had taken poEsession of. 

Vdman Eao did not neglect the opportunity of attaeldng Jhajjar 
dming its luastor’a absence, but the garrison. left in it resisted him 
successfully, aud on Thomas’s return the chief lliought fit to rethe. 

The differences between Thomas aud hia old master’s heir had been 
fomented in a great measm-e by a specious and wdly native named 
Kashmiri Bholi, W'ho was Ihc r.emindar, or headman, of a large and 
poimlouB district caUod Dddri, winch lay to the we&t of Jhajjar. 
Thomas now detominod to punish tbia individual, and falling upon 
him suddenly extorted a heavy fine. No sooner had he efi'oeted this 
than he was summoned- by Bapu Bindhia, tbe governor of Saliarmpur, 



to assist ill repelling au invasion of Eoliillas on the onatem frontier of 
tlio proyinco, to ivliicli they had boon incited by a Sikh chief uiimod 
Nihal Sing, who had himself assembled a large body of bis country- 
men to assist by a diversion on the weBlornbonndary. On Thomas’s ap- 
proach the latter at onco withdrew, and meanwhile Lilpu having driven 
bacic the Eohillas, Thomas’s assistance was not required, so lie turned 
aside to Sonpat, one of the disEiotB recently assigned to him, and cu- 
cairiped there a short time, maldug himself aoquainted with its re- 
Bourco. Soon rumours of the arrival at Lahore of Zeniilu Shah, the 
King of Eabul, created general coustornatiou in ITiudustau, and 
caused Bapii Siudhia to summon a council of war, to which Thomas 
was invited, the districts he was deputed to guard being in the very 
path of the projected invasion, and the place where the Afghan army 
should most properly be mot. 

Unfortunately at this critical juncture Thomas’s troops, being in 
arrears of pay, became clamorous for their dues. This, at a time 
when their services might at any moment be urgently requirod, gave 
the gi'eatost offenoe and dissatisfaction to Biipu, and caused a serious 
misunclerstaudiug between him amt Thomas. The result was that the 
latter inarched away in elisgust, and was at once followed and at- 
tacked by a force sent after him by Iho Maralhi'i, chief, but in the 
action, that took place Bapu’s general was wounded, and drew off his 
troops. An amioahle arrangement might now have boon oireotod had 
not the Sikhs, delighted at the breach between the governor of 
Saharanpur and his 'Warden of the Marches, intrigued successfully 
to widen it and bring about a renewal of hostilities. 

This was a serious matter, for with Eiipu Sindhia against him on 
one side, and Yaman Eiio on the other, each threatening to soqueslrato 
his assigned districts, Thomas was placed in a dangerous prodioa- 
ment. After considering Lis situation, he determined to fall hack on 
Karnfd ; but in order to accomplish this he had to cross the Jumna, 
and Ilapu, who was detcruiiuod to dispute his passage, having strongly 
reinforced his defeated troops, took the command in person, and 
getting between Thoiua.s and the river opposed his ijrogress. A dos- 
perato engagement ensued, but the latter, although greatly outnum- 
bered, was successful in liolding his own and eventually effected his 
object. 

Bapu Sindhia was now joined by many of the country people, 
and further roiuforced by troops sent out by Eagoji, the Marathfi, 
general at Delhi, as weE as by some of the Begum Bomru’s battalions 
—a poor reward to Thomas for the aid he had recently afforded that 
priiicesB. Aa Sardhana was a tributary state to the Marathas, she was 
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probably acting from necessity not choice. With this combined fores 
Biipu erosscil the Jumna, and by a rapid march took up a position 
between Tliomas and Jliajjar with the intention of cutting off his 
retreat to his Jaidad. 

Tliomas’s position was uowvery critical, for he was short of provisions 
and completely isolated, and there was only one resource left to him, 
namely, to fight his way through the enemies’ forces, This he at once 
determined to do, and forming his men into line, gave battle. Biipiu 
now looked upon siieccss as assnred, and engaging Thomas’s front 
with his infantry, sent his cavalry to charge him in flank. These 
attacked him again and again, hut wore on each occasion driven back 
by steady and well-directed volleys, pomed into them liy 'Thomas’s 
right and left wings, wlio ohaugod front to repulse them. After each 
charge Thomas moved Iris force forward, and as the attacks became 
weaker and weaker gradually made good his advance, until at length 
he found the road to Jhajjar clear and eileotod hia escape. Bapu, 
dislioartouod by hia heavy loss, made no attempt to pursue, but con- 
tented liim.self with ro-occupying the districts of Panipat, Sonpat and 
Karnal, which Thomas, of necessity, bad to abandon. 

Dispossessed of his principal source of re venue, Thomas was now com- 
piletely crippled, and left with no adequate means to pay his troops, who 
numbered 3,000 men. He had hitherto occupied a position aimlagous 
to that of other Em'opeau advoirturors in the Mariitha service, to 
whom territory was assigned for the upkeep of their corps. But his 
summary dismissal from his a)ipointmenL of Frontier Warden, and the 
resumption of his di.striotB by Bapm, left him not only without a master, 
and without a territory, but encrmibered with an army heavily in 
arrears of pay, which had recently mutinied and might at any time 
mutiny again, and with only the revenues of the comparitively small 
district of Jhajjar to draw upon. The.se wore altogetlier izisuffioient 
for the support of such a large force as he had enlisted. 

Tdiis reverse marks a distinct departure in Thomas’s career. 
Hitliorlo he had been a mercenary, fighting other peoples battles for 
stipulated payment, and acting under such authority or license as 
passed current in those wild times aud places. But the fountain of re- 
muneration was now dried up, and he was thrown solely on his own 
rosonreeB. Needs must when necessity drives, and from this hour 
Thomas threw off all disguise, and became a freebooter pure and 
simple. There was no attempt at concealment. He began forthwith to 
support himself by fillilmstering raids on the towns and villages of 
his neighbours, without any regard whatever to the elementary laws 
of menm and liium. He sold his troops iox specitia reward, or let 
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them out, “ by tlio job," witli licouso to pilingo and plunder like any 
Plndai'i. His attacks -were Indisoiimiuate, the occasion of bis im- 
peeiiniosity being tbo certain signal for a foray in tbe nearest territory 
■where lie could hope to levy fines. 

This course of life -whicli ho now entered upon cannot be defended 
or excused. The most that can bo said for it is that it was in hooping 
with the ideas of the times, and in harmony with the Mariitha system 
which dominated niudnstan. Thomas, in Ids isolated and adven- 
turous career, surrounded by enemies and befriended by no ono, was 
fighting for very existence, lloth bis livelihood and personal safety 
depended upon the men who followed Ids standard ; had they rebelled 
against him Ids life would not have been worth an hour's purchase. 
Money was the sole power able to control thorn, and when his assign- 
ment wa.s forfeited his only means of raising money went with it. 
There were but two courses open to him : flight into Biilish territory, 
or a bold hid for independence. His daring and ambitions uatino 
rebelled against the ignominious escape offered by the former : to 
achieve the latter it was necessary to throw all convenllonal restraint 
to the winds, and boldly usurp a position, 'which, whilst raising every 
man’s hand against his, would make him his own master. This was 
the oonrse George Thomas chose. 

Upon his arrival at Jliajjar the troops at onco demanded thoir pay, 
and in order to satisfy their claims he marohod them against Ilariohu, 
a large and populous town belonging to tlio Elijah ofMaipur, and 
“ levied a contribution ” from it. Without reason or right other than 
Ids own necessity, he called on tho governor of the town to pay him a 
“ransom" of a lakh of rupees, which being denied, he stormed and 
look possession of the place. Tlie fort, which defended the towi!, and 
stood separate from it, still hold out ; but wben Thomas proparod for 
a second assault, tho commandant offered Es.52,000, and this was 
accepted. But during tho negotiations the town had “ unfortuualoly 
been sot on firo, and burnt so fiercely tbat goods to the amount of 
several lakhs of rupees were totally consumed." 

This episode is related by Thomas with a candour which, in a loss 
reprehensible matter, would be a naive. Tliere is a dirootness of 
description and a precision of uaiTative in his traatment of tho sulijeot 
which has a copybook simpdieity. He volunteers no explanation, 
advances no theery of jnstifleatiou, attempts no excuses, but merely 
mentions tbat bo wanted money to j>ay bis men, and so bo ivenl to 
nariolm and look it. 

Perhaps this bold ami lawless action had an effect on Vdman Efio, 
whose adjacent territories might be the next to temjit “ coutribution,’' 
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At any rate lie chose the moment to re-opou negotiations, and con- 
ducted them in snoli a conciliatory spirit, that the difl’erencos between 
the two were adjuBted and Thomas was confirmed in his possession of 
Jhajjiir. In return for this he ompdoyed himself in reducing several 
of the chiefs refractory ;:eiuinditrs to ohcdionce, and in forcing from 
tljom the paymont of thoir arrcoi-s of revoiiue. Tlris incideutnl ex- 
preditioii carried him again towards the borders of tbo Jaipur territory, 
the proximity of which suggested another raid. And so he repeated 
his former experiment, this time under a pretonos of punishing, what 
he was piloased to call, “ a nest of banditti,” who had at some remote 
date invaded Vamau Itiio’s country, the memoiy of which iniepuity 
aroused a virtuous indignation in Thomas’s Jjosom^ and compelled 
him to attacl: them in force, and annihilate “ the thievish tribe” before 
returning to hia headquarters at Jhajjar. 

He now determined to allow his men a short rest and recreation 
after their sixteen months incessant campaign, llie more especially as 
it was tho month of May, and the intense heat of the season militated 
against opieratioiis in the field. It was during this short period of 
inaction that there came to Tliomas’s imagination the ambitious 
design of erecting fur himself an indepiendont prrincipality, over which 
ho might rule ivith sovereign pow’er. 

To tho north-west of Jhajjar lay a tract of territory known as 
Hariiina, or the Green Laud. Perchance tho name reminded him 
of the Oreen Isle far away, from which he had come, and for which 
ho felt the pashionato devotion of an Irishman. Although at the 
present day a populous aud settled district, repilete with railways, roads, 
jails, cotirt-honsos, and missionaries, and hallowed with tho piriviloges 
of local self-government, Ilariana at the end of tho last century was a 
veritable No Man’s Land, acknowledging no master, aud tempituig 
none. In turn the pu'oy of many succeediug invaders, it had for 
many years hoen a recognised hatlle-field for oontoiiding powers. It 
covered an area of nearly throe thousand squai'o miles of country so 
wild aud baiTOii that it had been a favourite hunting ground for Tiros 
Tughlak, a renowned lung of Delhi, the ruins of whose buildings ware 
still to be seen, and also tho remains of a canal, excavated in the year 
lOuG, to supply tlia pilacc with water from tho Jumna. This was 
rendered necessary by the natural dryucss of the region — the name 
Hai'iana being appropriate to only a small portion of it—for there 
was little or no surfaoo water to he found, tho only supply, not 
brackish, being obtained from wells, most of which had to be sunt 
to a depth of over a hundred feet. 

So far back as 1030, Hansi, the capital town of Hariana, had. been 
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in esisteiioo, and was, indeed, a place of coii&iderablo iiupoi'taiico. 
IVlien Massoiid, the son of the famous Mahmud of Gazui, invaded 
India, he found it fortified and strongly garrisoned hy Hindus, who 
believed it could novel' fall into the hands of the Muliaiuinadaii. It 
was, however, taheii hy storm after a short siege of si.’i; days, and 
plundered of the immense treasures it coul[i,inod. Lying as it did in 
the dir-eot road of the Western approach to India, it became thereafter 
the victim of many invading armies, and owing to this cause was 
almost a depopulated wilderness when Thomas doterminod to make 
himself mabter of it. 

Haviug matured liis plans aud waited until the approach of the 
rainy season, Thomas reinforced his army, provided it witli overythiug 
necessary to ensure success, and commenced his march. His first 
attack was directed against the town and fort of lianhori, the inhabi- 
tants of which were notorious for “thievish depredations,’’ which 
shocked Thomas. Advancing with his usual celerity, he attempted, 
according to his custom, to take the place by storm, but was prevented 
by the spirited resistaneo of the enemy, who compelled him to retreat 
with a loss of tiOO men. 

This was an unfortunate prelude to his scheme of oonduost, and 
would have induced most aspu'auts to forego such ambitious designs. 
But Thomas was a man whoso porsistoneo eipialled his courage. 
Like an illustrious fellow-coimtryman of his, who, half a century later, 
distinguished himself not many miles from this very spot, ho “ never 
was bale and never woiihl be bate ! ” A repulse only raised his fury 
and stirred him to fresh endeavour, and when his troops fell back, 
baffled and defeated from the walls of Kaiihori, he issued orders for 
the ferlifioatiou of the camp, with the atern determination of retrieving 
the disaster. 

A regular siege of the fort was now commenced, but constant and 
heavy rain prevented the erection of batteries, and so a fortified chain 
of posts was erected round the town, by which it was cut oil from all 
external aid. Before long the garrison were in straits for provisions, 
aud began to suffer great distress, and they made several fierce sallies, 
attempting to fight their way through in iuvoBting lines. 

During one of tliese encounters Thomas experienced another of 
those desperate adventures and e, scapes with which the history of his 
life abounds. A sortie was directed against the redoubt which he 
himself occupied, aud in the confusion of the attack a sudden panic 
seized his troops, and the greater portion ran away, leaving him in a 
most critical position, for only five of his infantry remained with him, 
these being selected soldiers to whom had been allotted tlie particular 
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charge of liia firearms, consisting of pistols and hlunderbussos of a 
large size. With those, and the assistance of a few cavalry who came 
to hi.s aid, he maintained the ])ost for a eousiderahls time against every 
effort of tlia enomy to dislodge him, and at leiigtli hy repeated and 
■well-directed diachnrgos compelled them to retire. 

A few days after this occurrence, the weather heeomiug finer, 
Thomas was able to erect a hattcry, from which ho fired witli rucIi 
good effect as to bring down a portion of the wall of the fort. This 
emboldened him to attempt another assault, ))ut night coming on, 
he was obliged to defer it till the follow'ing mornmg, when ho found 
the enemy had evacuated the place. 

The best and bravest inhabitants of the Hariaua district re, sided in 
the fort of Kanhori, men of despernte courage, mirhired in battle, and 
inured to invasion, and who lived by tbe sword and recognised no 
other form of government. The defeat of so fovjnidable a faction had 
a salutary effect on the rest of the district, wiiich offered hut a slight 
resistance. In a sliort time Thomas gained complete po.ssession of 
the whole of tins southern 2 )ertion of the territory ; but it cost him 
much ironble to extend his rule over the north-western parts, which 
were occupied by tbe Sihhs and a predatory tribe called Bhattis. 
These ho siieoes.sMly engaged and defeated, driving the former back 
across the river Grliaggar, wbieli he made his boundary in that direc- 
tion. 

The conquest of Haiiaiia was now comfilctc, and Thomas pro- 
claimed his rule over an extent of territory which had formerly 
contained nearly a thousand towns and villages, and prodnoecl an 
aumial revenue of Ks.1,430,000 (£178,730). But the number of the 
former was now reduced to little more than a quarter, and only yielded 
Ea.28G,000 a year. The products of the country consisted chiefly of 
grain, and were dependent upon the rainfall. In favourable seasons 
the Ghaggar— of evil reputation to Simla-bound travellers of tbe jn-o- 
Bont day' — overflowed its banks and inundated the north ernjjjargfMwuTlu'). 
On the subsiding of the waters a rich greasy deposit remained on 
the land, which produced amazing crops of wheat and grass. So 
stimulating were the effects of this pasturage that the cattle grazed 
on it were celebrated for their osoolleueo, and this character they 
retain to the jrresent day. In the southern and western parts of the 
country the soil was sandy and the raurfoll small, tbe consequence 
being that cultivation was very sparse. During the siunmer months 
tbe heat was intonse, but upon the -whole the climate was suflioiectly 
salubrioua, and in the winter very cold and bracing. 

For the capital of his new domains Thomas selected the town of 
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Hansi. Tlie state of desolation into wliieli this i^lace had fallen may 
he estimated from a legend which long ran onn-ont in the Panjab that, 
when Thomas occupied the city, its solo inhabitants wore a faliir, or 
holy moudicant, and two lions — omhloms of its iioverty and its doserted 
state. It had, however, the advantage of being centrally situated on 
an elevated spot of ground, the highest for many miles rounth The 
riiiua of the former city lay at tho foot of the fortress, which was 
built on one of those Imgo mounds of earth common to this part of 
the Panjab and the imid walla of the citadel were of such ouormons 
thickness as to prove impiorvious to shot. A large reservoir in the 
centre caught and retained the rain-watoi’, and Ihero were several wells 
in tho immediate vicinity, although the surrmmding country was an 
arid waste of desert, through which approach for any large body of 
men w'as rendered almost impos.sible by the absence of water. The 
district harboured many tigers, and a fow lions, it being tho only place 
in India, escept Gnzorat, whore tho latter species of ferae existed. 
Even as late as 1830 they were to he found there. 

The plain around Hiinsi might almost be termed a oomstery, for 
it was computed that not le.ss than 40,000 of tho followers of the 
Prophet had found a rostiug-plaeo within a short circuit of its walls 
during the centuries of warfare it had witnessed between Iliudu and 
Muhammadan, The inhabitants of the district were endowed with 
great personal bravery, and were expert in the uso of arms, particularly 
in the exercise of the lance, sabre, and matchlock, Many instances 
of their resolution and courage wore recorded, and in recent years 
they had snooessfully resisted the attacks of Muglmls and Mariithas, 
and forced then' armie.s to retreat. Ilul, although fearless in fight, 
they were cruel, treacherous, and vindictive, and siiignlarly callous of 
shedding blood or t.aking life in their domestic gnarrels. The greater 
part of the population at the time of Thomas’s annexation were Hindus, 
and their oecnpatiou agricultural. 

Thomas’s first care was to rebuild tho walls of the fort, which had 
long fallen into ruin, and repair the defences of tho town that lay 
under its ramparts. Tho decay of ages had eaten into tho rod-brick 
masonry, so that it crumbled to the touch, tho streets were empty 
and the houses roofleis.s and tonantless. But by degrees and by gentle 
treatment Thomas attracted nearly 0,000 people to take up tlioir 
residence in the place, and to these he allowed every lawful indulgence, 
and guaranteed the iiroteotion of thoir lives, liberty, and property. 

'What more lie did is best told in his own words, by quoting tlie 
following famous passage in his memoirs, which has been reproduced 
by nearly every writer who has had occasion to mention him ■ 
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“ At Hiinai I GRlabllsliocl a mint anil coined my own nipees, wllioli 
I made eiirrent in my army and eoniitiy. As from the eoiniiioncomeiit 
of my career at Jhnjluir I had resolved to establish an independency, 
I employed workmen and artificers of all kinds, and I now judged that 
nothing hnt force of arms could maiulaiu me in niy authontjy I 
therefore increased their numbers, cast my own artillery, commenced 
making muskets, inatchlooks, and powder- and, in short, made the 
best preparations for carryiug on au offensive and defensive war, til], 
at length, having gained a capital and a country borderhig on the 
Sikh territories, I wished to put myself in a capacity, when a favour- 
able opportunity should offer, of attempting the conquest of the Puujauh, 
and aapired to the honour of prlantiug the British standard on the benhe 
of the Attook I ” 

One other act of Thomas’s must bo mentioned. Very early in bis 
rule ho institulad a system of pensions and conrpousations for his 
soldiers, and those who wore wounded in his service received sirffieient 
for their wants, whilst half of the pay of their rank was granted to the 

* Through the Wntlireas of General Sir A, Cunningham the following engraving 
of a George Thomas rujiec has heon ohtnined : — 


lleverse. Ohnrst. 



JAiirs (eeiojt), sieaii aiiiL'B, 

ii OF SIIAU ’AIAIC. A.It. 121-1 

(A.D, 1799-1800), 1799-1800). 


General Gnnninghani writes : — 

“ I holiovo this rupoa to have hccii struck by George Thomas. 

“ The middle line of the ohvftraB reads Sikah SaM, which is never used for 
the money of a king. Sdheh Mran Smii is used aa a title of kings, hut ahvay-s 
in oorahination with the name of the king. 

“ The Hogiiu date on tiie ohvtu'so is 1214=:A.n. 1799-1800. 

“ The Reign (Jalha) date oii reverse ia 42 of Shah 'AIam=A.D. 1799-ISOO. 

" I hope this coin may he proved to belong to George Thomas. The date is 
correct. The beginning of tlio name of ffdwii is at the left hand of the top fine 
of the UovorsB. The mint city of the kings waa JfUitr ; but JTnnsi was a very 
famous fortrosa whicli resisted the arms of the early Ghazni kings, ami wms 
accordingly known as the ' Maiden TTortross.’ ” 

An additional interest is atlaehcfl to this engraving, from the fact that the 
coin it is copied from is probably imiqua- 
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widows and children of mon killed in aclion. These liberal provisions 
absorbed a sum of Rs.50,000 a 3'oar, which was more than a tenth of 
Thomas's entire rovemie — a propovliou far in excess of that allotted to 
sncli philanthropical purposes, even in the most civilised conntrios. 

It is a pleasant page in his ehoquered career to dwell upon. And 
so let the chapter close on fieorge Thomas, emancipated Irom his lust 
of ))attle, and settling down for a brief spaco in liis erratic life to 
cultivate the paths of peace and improvement, and patronise tlie rude 
arts of those rude da3's. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE .T.UPDE C-UIPAION. 

1790 , 

pY the time Tlimuas hud estaUished himRolf at Haiiana, and 
^ outlined a nystem of adiiiinifstration, Ida eschofjner was os- 
Iiau.Rtodj and lio was called upon to Holve Iho problem of liiiancp. 
‘When ho had money at his command ho was a lavish payma.ster, 
and in cantonmouts spoilt his men with Iciudnosa, often in his im- 
providonco expending his last rnpeo on them witli cheerful recklosa- 
nesfi, At this particular time ho had extremely heavy calls on his 
I'esouroes, for ho was preparing for the great project which hadhecome 
tlie ooutval idea of his mind and his ambition. This was tlio conquest 
of the Parijab, or, as he expressed it, the planting of the British 
standard on the banks of the Attock river. "With this object in view, 
he commonoed casting cannon, manufactnrmg small arms, and pur- 
chasing warlike stores and material, and these expenses soon brought 
him to the end of his moans. Whereupon he took stock of his 
position to seo if he was proprerly prepared for the great under- 
taking he aspiked to carry through; but on a rovierv of bis troops 
his force appeared insufficient, Ho therefore decided on what he 
pleasantly terms an “ excursion ” into Jaipur tenitory, which place, 
he gratefitlly adds, “had hitherto afforded a never-failing supply to 
his neoassities, and whoso ruler was, in consequence, become his 
bitter enemy.” 

It happened just about this time that the Edjah of Jaipur was in 
arrears with the payment of his tributo to the Marathfo, and Vaiuan 
E&o was ordered to invade his eoxmtvy and collect what sums he 
could. Of the amount so realised he was authorised to retain ton- 
sixteenths to pay himself for his trouble and exertion, and the balance 
was to be remitted to the Manithd treasm'y, 

Eor the delicate detail of aocoimts, and especially for crediting 

10 
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liim^olf witli a bigger teu-sisteentlis than so exact a seionce as 
miitlicmatics legitimately allows, Vamau Rao was moat admirably 
qualified. Ent the coai'fio and brutal proliminary ol invading Jaipur 
ton-itory and by force of ai'ms coercing a nation of warriors into 
paying tiibuto was quite out of his line. Partab Sing’s army con- 
sisted of 110,000 cavalry and 18,000 infantry, with a nirmerons and 
well-appointed artillery. The order to compel the lord of so m.my 
legions to pay up tribute quite staggered the little quill-driving, 
copper-counting chief, and ho immediately wrote pressing letters to 
Thomas urging him to assist in the proposed expedition. Thomas, 
however, pos.seE!sed with the delirium of Paujah conquest, was un- 
willing to enter into a campaign which ho knew must prove an 
extended one, proferrmg the small hut quick pu'ofits of rapid raids, and 
partly from this reason, partly from prudential molivo.s, declined the 
iuvit.ation. He foresaw that to put into the field a body of troops 
sufficient for an iuvasiou liko tho one puoposod could only be accom- 
plished with a full treasury, whereas his was as dry as the sands of 
his own deserts. Thi.s ho expLained to Vdman Eao, but tho chief had 
Ijeconio fascinated with the commission and was not to be denied. 
It seemed to him that if Thomas could bo prevailed upon to do tho 
fighting, ho himself could cope with the accounts, and as this pro- 
iiiisod substantial pecuniary ro.sults (Jaipur being rich in rosourcos of 
every kind) he pressed his proposals homo, and finally sent a Vakil 
to Thomas with the offer of a sum of money down. This argument 
was irresistible, and Thomas consented to accompany the chief on his 
• expedition. 

The Hariftna force at this time consisted of three battalions of 
•100 men each, 800 Eohilla irregulars, 200 Ilariaua irregulars, 90 
cavalry, and 14 pieces of artUlery — in all nearly 2,000 men. Vaman 
llao’s trooqw numbered one battalion of infantry, GOO irregulars, 900 
cavalry, and four guns ; so that the combined forces amounted to 
about 4,000 strong. Having effcelcd a junction, the march for Jaipur 
territory was commenced early iu 1709. 

Ou entering the country a detachment of the Rajah’s troops, 
stationed on tho Jronticr to collect revenue, retreated, and the head- 
man of the district sent a Vakil into Thomas’s camp and agreed to 
piay two lakhs of rupees as trilratc. This offer was accepted, and the 
march being resumed several other chiefs wore compelled to submit, 
and for a month the invaders continued their jirogress without 
opposition, theh mere presence sufficing to enforce their demands. 

But meanwhile Partab Sing had not been idle. Having oolleofod 
his troops, he now marched to the relief of his northern dlstricta, 
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■whereiu Thomas anil Vamau Euio were Aibi>oiling tlieuiselvea, with a 
resolution to punish tiiem and give battio ’iviienever ho met them. 
Noai-iy the whole of the Jaipur morcenaiy and feudal troops wero 
assomhied in this army, whieli amounted to not less than 40,000 
fighting men. 

Buoyed up by a false sense of security begotten of their unopposed 
progress, Thomas and Vaman Eao iiad pushed on too far, anil sud- 
denly diecovorod thej' wero cut off in the middle of a hostile country 
without auy eom'oo of supply or base of operations to fall back 
upon— a disregard of military caution which involved their small flying 
colnmn in a very hazardous position. In this dilemma "Vamaii Eao 
counsGlled retreat, deeming it impossible to encounter so large a force 
as that threatening them, and which was, moreover, composed chiefly 
of Bajpnts, whose bravery was traditional. In combatting these 
arguments and frustrating bo pusillanimous a design, Thomas romon- 
stratod strongly against a retrograde movemout, and reminded Yamaii 
Itiio that he had in the first instance insisted on undertaking the 
expedition, and that there existed no cause to prevent nt least one 
trial of strength with the enemy, the troops being faithful and e.ager 
bo mgage. As for a retreat, without an exertion on their part, 
“ This,” Tliomas declared, “would be a dishonom* to myself and my 
progenitors, who never turned their backs on an enemy.” Bnt the 
argunaent which finally prevailed with the chief was the -warning that 
he could never again oxpoot to be employed by Sindhia, or any other 
chief under his authority, if he retreated now nithont sti-iking a blow, 
lu the end, Vaman Bdo agreed to risk an engagement, and with this 
determination marched to Patehpur, a prosperous and. important 
town in the Shekhawati district, whore there was a prospect of 
finding a supply of grain sufficient for the troops, and securing a 
strong defensive position. 

Early information of Thomas’s approach was convoyed to the 
inhabitants of this place, who, as a prelimmary measure of re- 
sistance, filled up oU the wells in the sun-oundiug ooiintry, and thus 
rendered it waterless in the direotion from which the invaders were 
advancing. Unaware of this, Thomas pushed on, only to discover, 
when it was too late to rectify his mistake, the senoug danger to 
which his force was exposed. For on the last day he was obliged to 
make a forced march of twenty-five milos over deep sand, tlirough 
which, as the long, hot afternoon wore on, hia jaded troops could 
scarcely plough their way, thoir feat sinldng ankle-deep into the 
yielding surface. When at length the walla of Fatehpur loomed in 
sight, the town was found fully prepared to resist, and the last well 
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outside its ffates TOs just being filled iixi by a body of 400 men, wlio 
bad beau detflcbed for the task. 

The capture of this solitavy -WLiter supply now becamo an object of 
Bupramo importauco, as Thomas at once realised. It was no time for 
hesitation, and without further ado bo collcotod his little band of 
regular cavalry, who needed no stimulus beyond the cravings of tboir 
own unendurable thirst, and charged the foroo defending the well. 
The skirmi.sh was at first obstinate, but two of the enemy’s ofileers 
being killed, tbeir men foil back, and tbo well was happily preserved. 
It was a narrow oscapo from a great disaster, for if tlio comparatively 
nufatigued cavalry bad failed in their attack, tlio exhausted infantry, 
who had toiled on foot during tho whole of a day, “ the .servieo of 
wliieh was uncommonly severe,” could not have retrieved defeat, and 
Thomas's army must either have been annihilated in an unoqnal 
fight, or in an almost impossible retreat have perished from thirst 
and fatigue. 

Tlie camp was now pitched, and the troops obtained the rest and 
refreshment needed, and by morning were ready for work again. 
But the city beiug full of people, Thomas desired to treat for 'its 
surrender, in order to save tho effusion of blood which must neces- 
sarily ensue from an assault. Ho therefore suggested the payment of 
a ransom, but no sooner was the word “ negotiation ” whispered than 
Vamaii Edo came to tho front, and domandod ten lakhs of rupees. 
The townspeople, being encouraged to hold out by tlio hope of 
receiving assistance from the Elijah of Jaipur, who was rapidly 
advancing to their relief, responded by offering to pay one lakh, and 
nothing definite was arrived at when night put a stop to the negotia- 
tions. Whereupon Thomas, who diabeUoved in tbo policy of pro- 
crastination, formed his troops, and stormed and captured the place 
the nest morning. 

This was seai'cely effected than intelligence of Partab Singh's 
approach was announced. Thomas, in eonsoqueuoe, decided to fortify 
bis camp, which ho did in the following ingenious way. There grow 
in the neighbourhood an abundance of a species of wild thorn-tree 
common to that part of India, and he caused a large number of 
those to be cut down and piled one upon another in the front and 
flanks of the camp, with their hranehes closely interwoven. Being 
strengthened and secured with ropes, they formed an almost 
impenetrable ahevaux da friso, tbe weight and solidity of which 
were increased by a largo quantity of sand thrown between the 
branches and piled up over their butts. It was not practicable to dig 
trenches, as the soil was too loose, but tho abattis, or breastwork, 
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described was found ample both to ward off tho ehar^u of the r-ncmj’s 
horso, and to protect tho camp gcmeralty. Some of t\i(j -wulls in tlio 
vicinity liaviug by lliis time been oloarcd out and opened afiO'-h for 
use, l)attorics -wore Greeted for their defence. In tlio imiupdiate 
rear of tho eamp stood the town of Fatehpur, which was fortified in tlio 
best manner the shortness of tho time admitted. Nor did Thomas 
neglect tho precaution of collecting a large supply of provisions and 
grain, and hy the time he had completed these preparations tho 
vanguard of tho Jaipur army appeared in .sight. 

I’artilb Singh encamped at a distance of sis miles, and thou pushed 
forward a strong detachment of cavalry and infantry to clear tho 
wells in his front. He was allowed to do so for two days without 
interruption, whilst Thomas further .socurod his position ; but on tho 
second night tho latter marched out to attack the enemy’s main park 
of artillery with two battalions of inliintry each 400 strong, b guns, 
and his 90 regular oavaky, whilst ho detached his third battalion to 
disperse the advance party engaged in clearing out tho wells. He 
had kept hia intentions hidden from Vaman Palo, whoso troop.s were, 
in'poiut of fact, asleep when Thomas left camp. The reason for thi.s 
secrecy was the knowledge that if he acepiainted the Harathas with 
his scheme the enemy would certainly hear of it ; for Viiman Rao’a 
countrymen were quite unable to hold their own counsel, and tlie 
gossip of tlieir camps always reached the ears of tho enemy. So 
Thomas contented himself with leaving a letter for tho chief, 
explaining iiis plan of action, and requesting him to follow with his 
cavalry in the morning, and leave his iiifauti-y to guard tho camp. 

Unfortuuately, soon after Thomas started an accident happened 
to one of his tumbrels, and occasioned such delay, that dawn 
began to break before the mishap was repaired. This rendered it 
impossible to carry out bis original design of a surprise, for, to 
Thomas’s mortification on arriving within sight of tho Jaipur main 
camp, he poroeived the enemy assembled under arms and ready to 
meet liim. He therefore diverted his attack and advanced against 
the party at tho wells, which numbered about 7,000 meu. These 
received him with a show of resistance, hut the spirit and vigour 
witli which he made his attack soon obliged them to fall back upon 
their main bod3r, after sustaining considerable loss. Having oldained 
possession of the wcUs, which they had chared out, Tliomah filled 
them up again, and after capturing several horses and many head of 
cattle, returned to camp. On liis way back he met the Marittha 
cavalry, who seemed much out of humour at jiot having beau com 
suited on so important an occasion, but Yamaii Ifiio rebuked them. 
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tolliug them plainly that their delay in propariug for action and fol- 
lowing Tboina'i v.’as the real cause of their hardiig missed sharing in 
the victory. Thomas and liis oflicers received Ichilids from the chiof^ 
and to ]H’evcnt animosities and jealousies similar marks of honour 
were heatow'od, though with reluetanco, on the commanders of the 
Marutlia cavalry. 

Thomas now determined to force on a general engagement, but 
found his intention anticipated by the enemy, who, at daybreak the 
next morning sallied out in order of battle. In rotnrning to iiis 
encampment on the previous day he had prudently reconnoitred the 
ground, and determined in his own mind the spot oti which he would 
engage. Towards this ho now made his way; but aware that no 
reliance could bo placed upon the Maratluis, he loft a battalion of his 
infantry and four Bis-pounder guns to defend the camp and inotect 
his rear, which would otiiorwiao have been open lo attack by the 
enemy. The force with him consisted of BOO regular infantry, 200 
Itohilias, 90 cavalry, and 10 pieces of artillery. Vdmau Edo's Mardtlid 
cavalry accompanied him at the start, birt no Boonor did tliey see the 
immense host with which they had to contend than they gave thom- 
selves up for lost, and left Thomas to fight the hattle alone, nor once 
dm'iug the whole day did they afford him any assistance. 

After some rnanoauvriug on either side Thomas was glad to find the 
Eajput forces voluntarily distributing thomsolvos in a manner con- 
formable with his plan of hattle. Their right wing, consisting of the 
feudal cavalry, was directed against his camp, and so certain wore 
they of victory that on catching dghl of the defences which had heon 
built up, they laughed at the idea of “a few hushes,” as they cou- 
temptuou.sly termed them, retai'diug their progress, or resisting the 
impetuosity of tlioir attack. The loft wing, consisting of 4,000 
Itohilias, 3,000 Glmssaius, and 6,000 irregular infantry, commanded 
by the chiefs of their respective districts, advanced at the same time 
with hasty strides and loud shouts to take possession of the city, the 
loss of which would have been attended with the most serious conso- 
quenoes. The main body, or centre of the enemy, was composed of 
10 battalions of infantry, 22 pieces of artillery, and the hody-gnard of 
Ihe Elijah, the latter numbering 1,600 chosen men, armed with 
matchlocks and sabres. This division was commanded in person by 
Iliijah Koraji Khavis, the generaUssimo of the Jaipur forces. 

It was fortunate for Thomas that ho had chosen such a strong 
position, for this alone enabled him to sustain the unequal combat. 
No sooner did the Marathas, who were posted in the roar, observe 
the Eajput cavalry advancing against them in close and oompaol 
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oi-iler, than they sent urtjfut entreaties to Thomas for reintoreomeaits. 
Altbongli it was imprinlent to spare them, lie ordered four eompanies 
from the battalion which had been left for the protection of the camp 
to march out and strengthon the troops iii the field, whilol v/ith live 
companies and three guns he advanced to repel the attack of the 
Eajah’s body-guard, leaving his main body nudor the command of 
an Englishman named John. Morris, who, though a brave man, was, 
better adapted to conduct a forlorn hope than direct the movement 
of troops on the field of battle. Thomas, by a skilful nianceuvre, 
obtained poasesaion of a high sand hank, whereby the enemy were 
placed between two fires, and could neither charge him nor attack 
the camp without exposing their rear to danger. 'Whoroupon they 
began to di'aw off, sullenly and slowly, hut presently, perceiving the 
weakness of his small sguadron of regular eavahy, made a sudden 
and furious charge upon the little body of ninety mounted men. Idliiug 
tlie commander and several of the troopers. Thomas instantly ad- 
vanced two companies of grenadiers to their assistance, and tlioso 
brave follows, after giving a shiglc volley, ch:u-ged the groat body of 
oavah’y with their bayonets, and compelled them to retreaf, thereby 
affording the extraordinary illustration of infantry attacking and 
routing a mounted force. 

Eming this thno the enemy’s left wing had advanced and made an 
assault upon the city, from which they were driven Lack by tbo troops 
Thomas hail posted for its defence. Those consisted of his Hariana 
infantry and 100 llohillas, who, having occupied the highest and 
strongest of the houses, wore able to maintain themselves against all 
attacks except those of artillery. Of this circiimslnnce the enemy 
now beoamo aware, and .summoning reinforcements of sis piece.? of 
camion to their aid, returned to the assault. Whereupon Thomas, 
having beaten off the oav ahy, proceeded to the reUef of the garrison 
defondiug the town, and .attacked the enemy’s left Ikank so vigorously 
that ho compeUod them to limber up their artillery and retire again. 
By this time their main body had become a ooufiised mass, wilbout 
regularity or method, having been in tom disordered by the retreat 
of the light and left wings, which Thomas had defeated one after 
another. But notwithstanding this lloraji determined to risk the 
final issue of the day in a general ehai-ge. The ardour c/f his troops, 
however, proved unequal to the call, and Thomas, perceiving them 
wavering, opened ii heavy artiileiy fire of grape biiot upon them, 
hoforo vvhieh they precipitately retreated. He now desired to pursue 
them with thOiSO of his companies which had suffered least duiing the 
fight, but unfortunately the buUooks attached to his artillery had been 
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fetatioiiod lor protection behiuit ii saiidliauk sonic distance in tlie rear, 
and eoulcl not bo brought up (xnickly enougli, On iicrcoiving Ibis, tho 
IilanUbii, cavalry, wbo all tbrongli llio action had stood aloof, galloped 
np and oll'ered tboir sorvices, and Thomas, having procured a sufll- 
cieuL number of bullocks for ouo gun, advanced with that and a 
battalion of infantry, whilst tho Mariitha horso made a groat show of 
accompanying him. 

The enemy were now retiring in all clireotion.s, and Thomas first 
trmied his attention to a pair of ‘24-poimdov guns which they had 
abandoned, and directed them to bo taken to the rear. But at this 
moment a large body of llajput cavalry, under tho chief of Ohhnni, 
rallied, and fired with a determination to redeem thoir honour and 
recapture the lost guns, formed a ydZ, or doneo band of feudal chivalry, 
and charged down on Thomas. Whereupon his cowardly Marathii 
alhes, without waiting to Bustain a single impact, toned and flod. 
Thomas immediately drew up his infantry as well as the shortness 
of the time admitted, but before tho line was completely formed the 
panic-stricken cavahy, reckless of where they were riding, dasliod 
through his left wing, closely followed by the Bajpiits, who began to 
cut down a great number of his men. These gallant fellows made a 
heroic resistance, many of them, even in the agonies of death, seising 
hold of the bridles of tho enemies’ horses, in their attempts to impede 
then' progress. The moment was critical, and it ssemod ns if the 
battalion must bo esterminated. But Thomas, ever rosourcofid and 
undaunted, loaded his single gun up the very muzzle, and with about 
150 of his men, who bravely resolved to conquor or die with Mm, awaited 
the event with fortitude. After p>ermitlmg the enemy to approach to 
within forty yards, tho order was given to fire, and simultaneously 
with the disoliarge of the (5-pouuder, the mon delivered a volley of 
musketiy with such cool precision and effect, that great numbers of 
the enemy were killed or wounded. Twice, before they could 
recover themselves, did Thomas’s little force reload aud fire, and 
after their tbii'd discharge the Eajpnts turned and fled, bearing away 
with them the chief of Chiimu, sorely wounded, from the field. 

Meanwhile tho Marathii cavalry, who had been tho chief cause of 
this disaster, were Hying helter-skelter towards tho camp. But hero, 
by Thomas’s orders, previously convoyed, they wore rofusod admit- 
tance, and in consequence full into the hands of a small party of 
the Eajpnrts, who had followed in their rear, and pul many of thorn to 
death without mercy. 

The enemy’s infantry, when they saw the Eucoes.s which had at 
first attended the charge of tho chief of Ohi’imu, seemed disposed to 
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rutnrn to tlio coutost, aucl Thomas, oolleetuif' the remains of Jjia 
gallant, battalion, pi-epareil to receive them. Tut by this tiuio the 
thiy was clraiving to a close, and the exhibition of his iloggecl roaolu- 
tion cunvinood Koraji that it was he'-t to retire ; and .so ho drew oh, 
leavin'; Thomas to roturu to his fortihed camp with the remuaul.s of 
his force. The casualties during the day on Thoiiias'a .side amounted 
to liOO men, or 25 per cent, of his troops actually engaged in the open. 
Amongst the wounded was the gallant John Morris. The enemy lost 
2,000 moil, and were compelled to abandon a vast number of horses 
and other valuable effects. 

Thus ended the battle of Fatehpiir, in which Thomas, with less 
than 2,000 men, sucoe.ssfully defended a large city, and an extensive 
fortified c.anip), and defeated in the open field an army of d0,0(Jfl men 
well supplied with artillery. In reviewing this achievement there 
are many points to admire; the engineering .skill with which ho 
pirotoctod his encampment ; the ability with wliicli he defended a 
hostile town with a mere handful of irregular soldiery ; his strategy 
in oooupying the advantageous position from which he gave battle ; 
Ins generalship in dividing the enemy and defeating them in detail ; 
the marvellous re, solution with which ho retrieved clisasler; and the 
courage and vigour ho displayed at all times throughout the day. 
When the overwhelming numerical superiority opposed to him is 
considered, and the ever-present eonsciousness of danger which ho 
laboured under from the cowardly and untrustworthy conduct of his 
allies, we muet accord to him the merit of having won a very remark- 
able victory by the di, splay of the highest (luaiities of a soldier and a 
general. 

On the following morning Thomas notified to Iloraji th.it ho might 
send proper persoirs to bury the dead, and carry away the wounded 
without iuterruption on his part. This civility was received with 
attention, and presently a request came to treat for peace. At the 
pirospeet of renewed negotiation, Viman Ilao, whose name, it will bo 
noted, does not appear ouoo in the description of the battle, oamc 
forward again, and took the conduct of it into bis own hands. As a 
pjraliminaiy stipulation he insisted on a heavy payment to mUeumiiy 
him for tho lose ho had sustained, hut Iloraji objected, saying he 
was not authorised by Tartab Sing to disburse so large a sum 
■without express orders. On receiving this answer Thomas suapeeted 
that tlio enemy only desired time to procure reinforeoments, and 
irrgod Vblmau Bao to renew the attack. Although the Maratha chief 
was averse to this proposal, fearing the risk of another engagement, 
and overruled Thomas’s advice, in the end the negotiations wore 
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l)i'olcen off, find tlie tnemy, having colluctefl the soaltoi’pil roiiiains of 
their forces, took post on their former ground. A resumption of 
lio.stilities was now iminiueut, bnt at this jnnctni'o orders cnnio from 
Daulat Eao Siuclhia for Yiimau IlAo to (lisemitiuue tho war, and others 
of similar import from General Perron, who had rooenUy hoeii in- 
vested with the government of TJiudiistan. 

And now the enemy of their own accord offered to pay tho sum of 
118.50,000, but this was most unaccountably rejected by Viiman Bao, 
who soon bad cause to repent his folly, for during tho recent negotia- 
tions considerable reiuforceineuta bad arrived iu tho Jaipur cam 2 ), 
aud, despite Siudliia’s instructions, hostilities wore recommenced 
■with redoubled vigour on both sitlos. 

Soon Thomas's troop,s began to suffer great inoouvonionoo from 
the scarcity of forage, which they wore obliged to collect from a 
distance of twenty miles, and were sorely harassed by detached parties 
of the enemy when bringing it into eam^). To add to their diill- 
oultiaa the Bajah of Bikanir arrived -with reinforcements of 5,000 
men for tho Jaiptir army. The Marilthas in Thomas’s camp wore 
useless, except to plunder and destroy the unresisting peasantry, and 
he had only his own decimated troops on which to roly. In this situa- 
tion, and forage continuing to decrease, a conuoil of war was called, 
and it was unanimously agreed to attempt a retreat to their own 
country. 

In accordance v?ith which rosolntion camp was strnclt, and before 
daybreak the next morning the troops began to file oil. Brtt soarooly 
were they iu motion than the enemy advanced to tho attack in great 
force. “While it continued dark confusion jrrovailad everywhere, none 
being able to distinguish foes from fricndH, but on the apiiiearanoo of 
daylight Thomas collected his men, and forming them into x'roper 
line of battle, compeUod tho enemy to sheer oil'. Tho mai'ch wa.s 
then rosnmod, but the Eajputs continued to hang on his roar, annoy- 
ing it -with tho lire of mlillory and an immense ipiantity of rockets. 
He pu.shod OB, however, at a rapid rate, and soon left their heavy 
guns behind, tho rocket and matchlock men alono continuing the 
pursuit. 

Tho day was intensely hot, and the disheartened troops suffered 
severely from want of water. The fiery tlosort wind Haw over tho 
sandy ifiain in furnaec hre.aths, whilst on the horizon a deUieivo 
mirage daazlod and glittered, p)reBeuting alluring pioturoB of green 
islands floating amidst lake.s of cool water, which faded away or 
renedod, even as they appeared to ha within roach. Tho tramp of 
shuffling feet over the loose sand churned up clouds of impalpable 
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dust, wliieli aggravated the thirst and discomfort the ooliimn suffered. 
I'oi'Luiiatoly these trials operated as mnoU agiiiust the pnr8iier.s as the 
pursued. For fifteen veary hours Tliomas’s little army fought its 
desperate way, with certain death hehiud it, aud in front an uncer- 
tainty of relief almost as terrible. “The servioo was severe,” 
writes Thomas, in his brief, soldierly language, “ and in the highest 
dogi’eo fatiguing. At length, after a toilsome march, we arrived in 
the evening at a village where we fortunately met with two wells eon- 
tainiug plenty of exoallont water.” 

So great was the rush to these that two men wore precipitated into 
them, one of whom was drowned, and the other rescued with the 
greatest difficulty. After this an armed force was stationed to protect 
the approaohoa till, by degrees, moat of the troops received a .small 
supply, the oonfusiou ceased, and order was restored. 

The enemy had meanwhile oueampod three miles in the real', and 
Thomas made up his mind to nttacl: them on tlio following day. But 
when morning broke ho plainly realised that his men had lost their 
noenstomed bearing, aud were too dispurited for fighting. iUl ho 
could do was to continue the retreat. Before long many began to 
suocumh to oxhanalion, for the march was aceompanieil hy circum- 
stances fully as distressing as those of the pirevious day. The enemy, 
Guoouraged hy their advantage, frcipuontly appeared inclined to 
charge, and Thomas was forced to kcepr up a constant fire from his 
artillery in the rear. So dishoartenod were his men that, in order to 
cuoourago them, he dismounted Irom his horse aud marched on foot 
at their head daring the whole of the day. 

This is a charaetei-islio ineideut, and displays at their be.st tho.so 
personal cpualitics which made Thomas so greatly beloved by those 
who followed his forhrnes. A native general in retre.at either 
spurred away on a fleet hor.se, or was carried along on the fastest 
elephant, regardless of everything except his own safety or comfort. 
Not so with this fighting Irisliman, who in his career never proved 
false to a friend, or deserted a depjeiidont in distress or danger. He 
shared with his soldiers thoir perils and tlieir pjrivations, as well as 
their viotories, and never aslced them to rmdertaka a task he was not 
ready to join in, or a risk ho was not prepiared to undergo. 

There is the material for a fine pneturo in this retreat from Fateh- 
pur. At the head of his dispiirited army marches Thomas with lifted 
head and detorminad stride. Behind him plods the long straggling 
column of soldiery, the men turning their eyes fiist to the illimitable 
■waste of dosort aroimd, and then to thoir indomitable leader, -who 
holds his steadfast eompaSs course, and in whom all thoir hopes are 
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coutrcd. Tlie.jadod cattle drag tlie gnus slowly and toiH'ully thronglr 
tlie deep Baud. Anon a lialt is called, a gim nulimbcrcd, and a few 
defiant ebots fired at tbo enemy. Libo mimite gun.'i the dull reports 
die a’vvay after eaoli disebargo, and the heavy amolic bangs sullenly 
in the still air. Then Ibe order is given to limber up again, and 
once more assuming bis position at the head of tbo column, tbo tall, 
tietce Iriabman leads tbe way into tbo desolate expanse ahead. 

Toward.^ sunset a largo town was reached, whore the diatressod 
troops were gratified by tbo sight of five wells of water, and wore 
able to assuage their thu’st, whOe the enemy, who bad by tlii.s time 
outmarcliod their enthusiasm, gave up the pursuit, and returned to 
Fatelipur. 

Thoma.s was now able to direct his attention to the condition of Ills 
men. The locality was a favoiu’able one for a halt, and ho deter- 
mined to cam]i hero till they were recovered from their recent 
fatigues. Tlie sick and wounded were condnoted to a place of safety, 
and properly cared for. Supiplies and water being in abundance, all 
fared well, and a few days’ rest made a wondorM eharigo, lloforo a 
week bad pas.sed, with bodies fortified and spirits j’evived, and, above 
all, witli an increased faith in tbe ikhnl, or good fortune, of tlioir 
commander, Thomas’s battalions were ready for a renewal of active 
operations. 

Ho dashed uolbing bettor, for fighting was his second nature. 
Hostilities were recommenced in the enemy’s country, and by a 
succession of exactions and fines, sulllclent money obtained to defray 
tbo expenses of the expedition, and satisfy the arrears of pay dno to 
tlie tx'ooprs. Before long the Edjab of Jaipur, sensible of tbe injury 
bis territory would, sustain by a piroloogatioii of tboso depredations, 
scut persons to sue for peace, and the evacuation of his territory, and 
Vaman Eao, having been reduced to a more moderate frame of mind, 
accepted tbe terms now offered, and peace was declared. 

Thomas was now free to return to Hariaiia, but instead of doing 
this he deteruiinod to retaliate on tbo Eajah of Bikanir, and punish 
him for tire assistance ho had recently afforded to the Jaipur prince. 
Smut Singh, the ruler of Bikanir, kep>t npr a very rospiectablo army 
of uiorcouarres and feudal levies, the whole amounting to 8,000 men, 
two-fifths of whom wore cavalry, and the romaindor rufautry and 
artUlei-y. There were several Buroprean oflicers in Ids service, who 
resided in the fort of Bikanir, and disciplined bis troops. Tbe country 
was a dry and waterless one, the apiproach to wbiolr must be attended 
with pirivations similar to those Thomas had recently expierienced. 
Profiting by the past, ho took moasui'es to pjxolect himself against a 
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reoim'oneo of misfoi'tnnos by preparing a numljer of water bags, inado 
of Kkius, for tlic use of liis army, wbevoby ho overcauia the difflonlty 
of traversing waterless desorts. 

(Sfirut iSingb, on receiving intimation of the intended invasion, 
prepared to repel it, but being weak in artillery, and knowing he 
could not stand against Thomas in tlie plain, confined his defence 
to strongly garrisoning his frontier towns, hoping to tire the iiivadora 
out with repeated attacks on entrenched positions and fortified strong- 
holds. But assanits of this description never came amiss to Thomas. 
The first he inado was upon the village of Joitpnr, which was about 
so\'on marcbos nortb-easl of the Eajab’s capital, and defended by 
3,000 men. Ilesolving on an immedhite storm, Thomas carried it 
with a loss of 200 niou, and exacted a heavy ransom before consenting 
to spare the lives and property of the inliabitants. This example of 
bis methods of warfare was siiilieient to intimidate the country round. 
ITeroafter he mot with but little serious opposition, for the Ilajah’s 
troops deserted in great number.?, and only a few Eajputs remained 
faithful to his cause. 

Under circumstances so unfavourable Surut Singh despatched a 
VakU to Tliomas’.s camp to sue for peace, agreeing to pay an indemnity 
of two lakhs of rupees, half of which was to be delivered on the spot, 
and for the romaiucler bills given upon certain wealthy bankers of 
Jaipur. These terms Thomas accepted, and. commenced his return 
to llfinsi ; but when, a short time afterwards, he presented the drafts 
for encashment, they were dishonoured. He contented himself with 
a protest at the time, but in his soul ho dotemiinod that when ooea- 
sion offered he would severely punish those rop»reheuBiblo frauds upon 
his confiding nature. 



CHAPTEK V. 


THOUIlLEa WITH TUE SIKHS. THE EXPEDITION TO UDAiriJE. 

1700-1800. 

I T was eai'ly in tlie anmmsT of 1700 that Thomas returned to Iliiusi 
from the Jaipur and Bikanir campaigns, and about this time Lak- 
wa Duda, the Maratliil comniandeT-in-chiof, being suspected of sj'm- 
pathy with the robellion of tho Bhais, fell into disgrace with Daulat 
ItAo Sindhia, and was superseded by anotlior chief named Ambaji 
Inglia. Lakwa’s downfall suggested to Thomas the feasibility of re- 
gaining possession of tho districts which liad been sequestrated from 
Appa Khandi Eiio, and these he now occupied, intending to present 
them to Vdnian Ilao. But Amhaji and General Perron, hearing of this 
action, requested Thomas to withdraw; and he, after consulting with 
VAman Eao, who advised oompUanoo, consented to do so. In recom- 
pense for this the Maratha government gave Thomas the district of 
Badlili, which ho added to hia other possessions. 

By tins time Thomas had become a confirmed filibuster, whoso 
restless spirit could not endure peace, or brook inaction. Bather than 
remain idle, ho now tm-nod his attention to tho Sikh states on his 
northern frontier, and marched against Jhiiid, a town belonging to a 
chief named Bagh Singh, who had ovinced hostility to Thomas from 
the first moment of his establishing himsolf at HariAna. 

Following his usual tactics, Thomas made a sudden march, and at- 
tempted to storm Jhind by surprise. But he had underrated its 
strength, and, after a stubborn conflict, found himself driven back 
with a loa.s of 400 men. Tho defeat was as sorious as it Was unex- 
pected ; but Thomas was undismayed, and instead of retreating, ho 
fortified his camp and settled down to blockade the place, in tho hopes 
of compelling the garrison of 8,000 men to surrondor. 

Adjacent to Jhind lay the territories of Sahib Singh, the Sikh chief 
of PatiAla. He was himsolf an indolent, weak-minded man, but 
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posseBsed a sister named Knnur, a woman of masonline and intrepid 
spirit, and she now maroliod at tlio head of a largo force to the relief 
of the besieged town. On the way sho was joined by an individual, 
who, according to Thomas's etymology, rejoiced in the name of Bug- 
heol Sing, and several other Sikh chiefs. Directly these ariivod with- 
in striking distance Thomas attacked thorn, and compelled them to 
retire, driving them in panic through their own camp, which being 
built of straw biits was easily set on fire, and consumed. 

After a few days Kumir rallied the enemy, and returned to the 
contest with iuoroased numbers, and, hy the shameful supineness of 
two of Thomas's officers, surprised and obtained possession of two of 
his redoubts, in which many of his host men were cut to pieces. This 
reverse encouraged the eountry people, who had hitherto been held in 
awe, to declare openly against Thomas, and cut off his supplies of 
provisions, so that ho was compelled to raise the seigo of Jhind and 
commence his return to Ilausi. By this time the enemy had in- 
creased to 10,000 strong, and dhectly ho began his retreat they followed 
hi his rear, and simultaneouBly the Chief of Patiala took the field 
against him, with a large additional force and several pieces of heavy 
ai'iillovy. 

A rotrogade movement in those countries was always doomed 
aq^uivalont to a defeat, and the pjeasautry now rose in n mass to 
oppose Thomas’s progress. In order to aUay their incre.isiug hostility 
he publicly gave out that he was going to Jaipm', hoping thereby to 
induce thorn to relinquish the pursuit. But they were not to he im- 
posed upon by this ruse, and hovered on his rear and Hanks, repeatedly 
attacking him, and as often being repulsed. By a forced march the 
Bikhs managed to got between him and Hausi, and encamped at a 
place called Nariiaund, with the intention of stopping bis way. In 
this crisis, Thomas, with his usual dofianoe, resolved on assuming the 
offensive again, and suddenly ordering a night march, arrived by day- 
brealr before the enemy’s camp. Instantly attacking them, he in- 
flicted a severe defeat. Their tents, baggage, the howdahs of their 
olophanta, their bazaar, 1,000 saddles and 200 horses foil into his 
hands, and had it not been for his troops getting out of control and 
disperaiug for plunder, he would have captured their artillery and 
elephants as well. 

The Sikhs fled to Jhind, but on their arrival there were refused ad- 
mittance by Sahib Singh’s sister, who taunted them for their cowardice, 
and offered to take the field in person herself, to show them how to 
fight. Ashamed in being exceeded in spirit by a woman, they returned 
to attack Thomas, whom they found cnoiunped near a large town, where 
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he had left his heavy baggage. Thpir reBolntioii now was to couqnor 
or periali ; but whilst deliberating overnight on the tactics they should 
employ; their camp was uiiospeetedly attacked Ity a numerous and 
daring banditti, who sounded their trumpiots with such loud alarms, 
that the Sikhs thought it was Thomas himself, and abandoned tlio 
place with great preeixiitatiou, 

Thch' panic was so ludicrous and humiliating that it lost for them 
the reputation for prowess they had previously enjoyed. TImy wore 
now as dosiroua of pieaco as they had hoforo been impatient for 
war, and made ovorture.s which rcsultod in an accommodation lieing 
arrived at, by which eacli side remainod in possossion of the districts 
they' held hut'oro the siege of Jhind. This treaty satisfied everybody 
except the Hajali of Patiala, who refused to ratify it, although his 
spirited sister did so, in spite of his remonstrances. Whereupon ho 
diaiilayocl his resentment by seizing her person and placing her in 
coufmomont ; but Thomas, on hearing of this, deemed it his duty to 
interfere, and by threats compelled tho release of the bravo lady. 

Thus ended Thomas’s first offensive campaign against tho Sikhs. 
Pjegim impetuously, at ouo time it nearly found a promaluro end in 
defeat ; but his own right hand rotrioved reverse, and turned disaster 
into victory. Although tho war led to no substantial results, it illus- 
trated Thomas's ciualities in danger, and the amazing vigour with 
whioli he could turn upon an exultant and viotorious foe, and scatter 
them ill flight at the very moment when they believed they had him 
in their power. 

Shortly after his return to Ilansi Thomas rsooived a proposal of 
temporary employment from Ambaji Inglia, who ofCerod him a subsidy 
of Es.SOjOOO a month, to assist iu driving Lakwa Dada out of tho 
province of Mdwar. Having no particular war on hand, Thomas 
accepted Amhaji’s offer, and prepared to lead his army against the 
revolted chief, who had assemblod a great force and taken the field 
in the vieinity of Udiiipur. 

This expedition was a more extended ono than any Thomas had 
hitherto undertaken, and during his march southwards a mutiny broke 
out amongst his troops, occasioned by a delay in the payment of thoir 
arrears. To excuse thoir unmilitary conduct they explained, that as 
they were proceeding to the Deccan, their families would suffer groat 
hardships by their long absence, and they thereforo expected extra 
pay. AltUongh there appeared some reason in their demand, Thomas 
considered that to yield compliance would form a dangm-ous precedent, 
and resolved to resist. Whereupon the mutineers grew outrageous, 
and plotted to seize and confine him ; hut this he evaded by encamping 
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ajiart from them with tlie solilievs who wero still faithful. lie then 
called ill a body of cavalry to his .assistance, uiiou v.'liich the mutmeer.i 
advanced to attacic him. Detormiued to represb their insolence at all 
haziU'd.s, ho mounted his horse and rode out to meet them ; seveitil 
ahota -vvero fired, but none struck him, and seizing the leaders hs 
instantly caused one to bo blown from the mouth of a cauuou, 
Whereupon the remamdor, perceivmg the fate of tht-ir comrades, rc- 
tm’ued to tlieir duty. 

When nearing Udaipur, information was received that Sindhia had 
pardoned Lakwa Dada, so that there no longer existed any necessity 
fur a campaign. But Thomas, who only consnltod tho iuteroat of 
Amhaji Inglia, in who.se personal service ho was now engaged, .and 
from whom ho h.ad received positive orders to tight Lakwa wherever ho 
came up with him, did not think himself at liberty to desist, and con- 
tinued his march, and being presently joined by General Perron’s 
Second Brigade under Colonel Suthorlaud, the united forces advanced 
agaiust the rohcl. Tho latter was encamped near a pass leading 
to Udi'upur, which w.as so n.arrow that it only admitted of tho passage 
of a single gim at a time, and here, safe in the Imowlcdgo that the 
Edna of Udaipur was favourably inclined towards him, Im had taken 
up an exceedingly strong position. 

A plan of attack was now concerted hetwoeu tho two coinmandera, 
and the following morning fixed for carrying it into execution. But 
during that night Colonel Sutherland, without assigning any cause, 
and to Thomas’s utter astonishment, struck camp and marched a^vay, 
leaving to tho latter the solo conduct of tho operations against Lakwa 
Di'ula. 

Colonel Sutherland’s withdrawal iu.spnred the rebel chief with coiiC- 
donoe, and ho became haughty and unreasonahlo in proportion to tho 
improvement in the aspect of his affairp, sending letters to various 
chiefs in the district, smumoniug them to join him. But Thomas had 
no intention of waithig for them to do so, and three d;iy,s later, leaving 
Ainbaji with his troops to protect the baggage, advanced against 
L;tkwa in order of battle. Tho action ivas however, prevented by the 
bursting of a tremendons storm of rain, thunder, and lightning, which 
compelled a halt. It happened that Thomas had arrived at a position 
favourable lor cavalry to attack, and the enemy being exosodingly 
strong in that arm, ho thought it prudent to change ground, and 
nianceuvred so as to gain possession of an eminence whore he woxikt 
have no such fear. When the storm abated, Lakwa, who had been 
within sight all this time, advanced with his army, but, losing a numhor 
of men during his approach from Thomas’s artillery fire, and per- 
il 
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eei'viiii,' llu‘ full of the pn&itiou to Ijo attfickoil, bo Ihongbt it 

li£il to -I'otire ; aiiil Tiioinafe, afur a- f-e\xrc and fatiguing service, wbicli 
la ittl ilniiijg tbe v.iode of tbu tkij, returued to bis camp in the 
O’, "iiiiij;. 

At iijuliiight I, ikw'i oaf Ynkiis to Thomas v/ith some letters from 
Saidbi'i, in Mldt-li tbe frinco iop"ati.il Lis eomiuaucls for tbe cessation 
of liohilitii s on b jtli <-iilr-., and iioiniuatcd Lakwa to tlio goverinuent 
nt all iho alai.'th.i pofcses.-ion-j iiurtli of tbe Narbada. In consequence 
of tbi.-, a Council of u.ir wfu called, ai ubich Thomas auuonucod that 
iiB be was employed In Amhaji for the express pinpose of reducing the 
pr.nir.i-'e of IMi’w.Lr to Iii-s autliori tj', he could consent to no terms in 
uhicb the evaenatiou of tij,rt country was not a Ipiidiug article. 

Aftir muob ditenssiou, a iiroposal uas made that Uotli armie.s 
t-houM inarch to the northern frontier of the district, and there await 
fiosh orders tiom ymdliia. Thomas’s assent was reluctantly given, as 
ho doubted tlio sineerily (,f Lakwa, liLlioviiig that the chief only do- 
i-ircd to g.ain time iu nidcr that he might he reinforced hy a body of 
troops i>ho were marching to join him from Ajmir, which city, with 
the biirroimdiug territory, bolougod to him. The two armies now 
coimm.uo6d their journey northwards, but owing to heavy rain, it 
took them liftceii days to cover the distance to Shahpurn, although it 
WS3 only sevouty-five miles. On arriving there Lakwa Dada was 
joined by iii.s Ajmir troops, whom ho had been espeoting, and now 
peremptorily refused to evacuate the territory in dispute. 

Hoatilitios were at oucej resinned by Lakwa taking the oflontive. 
Thomas had prudently pitched his camp on ground surrounded 
by ravine-s on all .sides, which secured him from the danger of cavalry 
atcuchs. A council of war being called, it was decided that Ambaji’fi 
army, wliioh was in an exposed piositioii, should shift quarters, and 
encamp in Thomas’s rear so as to be under hi.? protection ; but before 
this could lie accomplished, Lakwa, sensible of his error in not havhig 
at first ooenpied the gi-eimd secured by Tlioma.s, advanced to take a 
redoubt that defended it, near to which one of Amhaji’s battalions 
happened to he cooking tlioh' morning meal, the iircparation of which 
had delayed them in falling hack into a place of safety. This battalion 
was charged, by Lakwa’s cavah-y and cut to pieces. Thomas no sooner 
he-ird of this than he formed liis men and hastened to retrieve the 
disaster; hut heavy rain again coming on, the ravines were soon 
swollen with water, which put an oncl to all hostilitios for that 
day. 

The rain eontinuorl without inturmission for a week, during which 
no opyportumiy occurred for a gouoral action, though frequent skir- 
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tool; [)lace. Iii olvIu' to biiu*^ tht'se about Tliouiai coustuutly 
chaiigeJ 11)0 colouiv, iiud tinifoinis of Ms mrjii, autl by thi.s nis-o ofioii 
t-uccoeclL'il iu gottiug to clonC (|ii<irtcrH tvilli tlus tntiujg and opeunng a 
omai-t cannonade, Y.liieh cATiaeii llieiu eout-iilu'idik lo- ^ in jnoii aaiil 
boi’iCfi. On ono ocea-iiou lio nearly billed Ldvwa liiuirfll, but the 
chief nianagcil to ytt oul of bj- the. fleetuc^a of his .slf nl. 

In'c-lliutncu uoVv reached 'I'liuunis that Geniual I’criLui, taking ad- 
vantage of the uuJefciidt-d tale of JMijjar, had iuvadi d it. Xhis M- 
formatiou he was im.\iLm.s to keep .secret, fearing that ti, kuowloJge 
of it might xn'cjndieo hi.s po.sition ; hnt Lakwa had been .simihu'ly in- 
furnied, and, as ho wa.s .-trougly lui.'^tde to Gt-neial I'erruu, he made 
Tlioraas very haadsoiim iwoposals to .join hit, suudaul. Ae 'fhomab 
Was in lha fci'vice of Aiuhuji, who was Geui ral IVtron's native eolkagiio 
in both the govorniucnt of Hiiidii.siau and the ooinuiaud of ,iinjhi(i’& 
aimy, tliio invasion of Jhajjar was a distinctly tioachcruus act, which 
might have reason chlj .served as an eaciiso for I'lionalf, to tie.se'i't Ids 
nllegianco, uad accept laikwa’s olier of service. Hut, with all his 
lawlessness and uggression, there never lac.nhed a moio faithful 
solditr of fortune than George 'I’lioui'ir, and he rcjicfc-d the prupOjah, 
saj'iug, that although at the b-ruiinatuiii of the pre..eut ejcmpiaigti he 
might leave Aiuliaji’.s secvice,ha could nevc-r boeome an cmemyto that 
chief, nor eouiiBct hiiiinolf with those who wtre. This answer giuiilly 
disiile.ased Lakwri, whosp IMaiatlia moiitUty was unable to compvehpud 
the Europe. lu code of honout, and in opteii diirhirf he cornplaiacd of 
Thomas, dechiring hiui to Ite ,t man of the most uuaccountnhle charac- 
ter: for, uUliough he litid received repeated oidem from Sindhia to 
cease ho->tilitios, ho disifoeycd them, and Lnkwa could only fiuptxto-sO 
ho was bout upon extirpatiiig the I'riucoE anlhurity, and cbtaUibhing 
his own. 

Lakwa now heg;m to try other exjtedicuts to rid himself of this 
piortmacious antagonist, and rent emissaries into Thomas's cauipi to 
Stir upi a mutiny among-A his troop)* ; hut tlieso men being discovered, 
wero seized and put into confinement, and there dutnined during the 
rest of the campaign, w'hilst Thonia.s conciliated Ills soMicis by an 
a-ssuranoe of sxjeedily couduotiDg them back to their own country. 

Lakwals force at the time amounted to 9,000 cavalry, (5,000 regular 
infantry, 2,000 IlohiUaB, and C,0(X) luerceuarios, with 90 pnece.s of 
artillory. To oppose this formidable army Thomas ootdd only miiblov 
six battalions of infantry, much vedweed by desertion and casualties iu 
the field, SOO Bohilhis, 150 cavalry, and 2'i gnuB, the jyhole not 
numbering more than 2,400 men. The dEpuu-it}' in numbers was 
enormous ; but, in addition to iiglitiug, Thomas was called upon to 
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Ijfoviile ii-'L- iho Eafely ot Auibaji, "iiaril llio camp, piooiu'c Bupplies of 
and proviaiouB, and convoy them into llio place. 

As Buoa aa the raiu abaSoiI iioatilitie.a were actively resnuied, aud 
bCvcral iu-tioiis tool: placo, in niobt of vvliioh Thomas was sneocBsl'ul, 
ireiineiifly driving the enemy Imck to theii' camp. On one occasion 
Laliv.'a cacaptd total ilefc-at by a very narrow ehaiioe. Having 
toiined lii.s whole ariny into order of battle, bo advanced suddenly 
dgiiini-.t Tlioiuas, who at the time had only two battalions with him 
ill the front, aud was obliged to fall back, the enemy following close 
on his rear till he reachoii the oiu.'.kirts of his encampment. Here ho 
w.is itiufoi'ced Ijy three other battalions and a supply of armnunitioii, 
of wliicli ho had nearly run out. WTiorcupon ho faced round, and 
resolutely meeting his pur.suor.s compelled them to retire quicker than 
they had advanced, iio great was their oonstematioii and confusion 
that Thomas iiiffioted Che greatest slaughter, and it was only the 
d.arkuess of night, which had overtaken the combatants, that saved 
Lakwa from a erusliing defeat. 

But not long after this there occurred a disaster which led to the 
termiination of the cainp.iign. Behveen the rival armies flowed a 
luflluh, or struani, the north side of which was occupied by Lakwa, 
and the south by Thomas and Ambaji. Bliortly after the action 
.above described, Ambiiji obtained possession of one of the enemy’s 
redoubto on the north side of this nullah, and garrisoned it with three 
hattalion.s of infantry, 1,000 Ghussains, aud six gun.s. No sooner 
was this accomplished than heavy rahi came on, and continued 
without iiitenaihsion for twenty-four hours. This caused two large 
tanks to overflow, and, breaking their banks, they' discharged their 
contents into the nullah, which soon heeamo so full of water as to he 
Impassablo, wliurehy all comiuuuiealions wero cut olf with the uowly- 
eaptured redoubt. I’erceiving this Lakwa attacked the post with 
groat vigour, his men advancing to the assault through rushing walor, 
which in places rose np» ty tlieii' necks. Such intrepid conduct struck 
terror into the garrmou, who became panic-stricken, and, except tlio 
Ghiissains, surrendered without firing a shot. The latter refused to 
yield, and after a brave, but friullc.“3 resistance, 'were out to piiecos. 
This dibuator Bcomed to cnish. all the spiirit out of Ainbaji’s army, for 
directly after it his men refused to flght, and began to desert in great 
numhers, Lakwa, being informed of this, induced the Shalipura 
near to whoso caidtal the armies were encamped, and who had 
hitherto remained neutral, to declare against Thomas, and withhold 
of Although the latter had provisions snflioienfc for 

twenty days’ eonsmnption of his own men, Ambaji had not more than 
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enough for three, whilst Thomas himself was short of ammunition, 
hih reserve having heen left at Hinguiinb, thirty miles ilistaut. It 
was imperative to obtain a fresh supply, hut he did not think it 
prudent to risk sending a small detachment for it, and therefore 
determined to fall hacli on this baso. But bo could uot bring himself 
to ahandon Amhaji's sick and wounded, of whom there were a largo 
numhor in camp, and generously advanced money for their transport 
to a ])laoe of safetj’. Dming this retreat, although pursued and bar- 
rassod by cavalry sent out by Lalnva, bo defended himself so suoeess- 
f’nlly that after peveral futile attempts the enemy drew off, and bo 
completed the remainder of bis march unmolested, and bi'ought his 
whole force safely to Singanah. 

His eoujuct on this oecaKion apiioors to have touched a tender 
elior-d in Amhaji’s breast. The chief bad tacitly acquiesced in 
Perron'.s recent attack on Thomas’s districts, both he and the general 
supposing at the time that Lakwa had finally evacuated Mdwar, 
and there would be no further occasion for Thomas’s services, while 
the distressed condition of the latter, far away from home, and 
weakened by a long and arduous campaign, made the opportunity 
for Koiaing his country a favourable one. But now tliat a reverse had 
been sustained, and Aiuhaji saved fi'om annilulation by Thomas’s 
faitliful adhcreuco to his interests, the chief grew ashamed of his 
treachery, and began to escuso the recent attacks on Jliajjar, aseriliing 
them to the enmity of Gcucial Perron. Tliomas, from prudential 
motives, accepted this di.selaimcr, and pretended to be satisfied, and 
shortly afterwards information reached him that the villages oooiipled 
had been restored, aud so he allowed the matter to drop. 

Having supplied his troops with ammunition at Bingiinali, Thomas 
retirrned to the attack on Lakwa, who had meanwhile invested a fort 
forty-five miles to the north-cast of that place. Advancing by slow 
and ea.sy marches through the districts of a chief named Agaji Mertn, 
Thomas took occasion to punish this individual for his hostility on a late 
occasion, when he incited the coimlry people to rise against Amhaji. 
A few clays after this he arrived within twelve miles of Lakwa’s army, 
and made dispositions to attack him the nost morning, but the diief, 
deeming himself unequal to the contest, struck camp, abandoned 
the fort he was endeavouring to reduce, and quitted the boundary in 
dispute, and by a couple of forced marches reached his own district of 
Ajmir. 

'Thomas’s commission was now fulfilled : he had driven Lakwa out 
of M('war, and this being aecniuplished lie turned his attention 
towards reimbursing Amhaji for the expenses he had heen put to, 
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and entered on ttio congenial task of levying contributions. Deogarli 
and Aiiu'fc, two fili'ong low'u.s, wore iu turn attacked and forced to 
purebaBa tbeir safety, and then Kosital and Lusaiii wore stormed, and 
lieavy ransoms exacted. So Biieees.sful was the raid that Llio fines 
eollectod amounted to four lakhs of riipcc.s, a .smn considerably in 
excess of the expense inonrred by Ainbaji, and this handsome har- 
vest would have been iucroaKod but for n now devolopmoirt of 
affairs. 

Ambaji, at the eomnieneemeut of this campaign, had Giitorod into 
an nndei’standing with General Perron, by wliich it was mntirally 
agreed that should Sindhia at any time reinstate Lakwa Dada, wlio 
was avowedly hostile to tho General, the two should act in concert, 
and by their combined efforts preseiwe their respective possessions. 
A separate stipulation of this treaty was that Ambaji wa.s to retain 
Bfowar. But Perron no%v began to cutortaiu a jealousy against 
Ambaji, and entered into a sooret undorslauding with Lakwa, whom 
ho gained over to bis own interests. Snob, at least, is Thomas’s 
version of emront politics ; but it seems more probable that Perron, 
having learnt of Lakwa’s restoration to favour, shaped his oourso 
accordingly, for not long afterwards tho chief was appointed to his 
former post of eommandor-m-ehief of the MariUha army in Upper 
India. 

Tho upshot of this intrigue was that letters from Bindhia wore now 
produced, desiring Ambaji to retire from Mdwar, aiad PoiTon wrote 
recommending compliance, and threatening in case of refusal to assist 
Lakwa LAda by force of arms. Under these cu'oumstanoBS Ambaji 
ordered Thomas to deliver over the country in dispute and withdraw 
his troops. 

Thomas had no option bnt to comply, though it touched him to the 
qniek to tamely yield up that which he had won with so much hard 
fighting. No sooner had he done so than ho hoard Gonor.al Perron 
was marching to Jaipur, and simullanoonsly Ambaji desired him to 
proceed to Datia in Luudelkhand, a place 200 miles to the eastward. 
Thomas was preparing to obey, for he still considered himself bound 
to Ambaji, when a eontraiy order arrived, directing him to join tho 
united forces of that chief and Lakwa Dada, who had exohangod visits 
of amity. Prom snob contradictory instructions Thomas suspoelod 
treachery, and knowing LnJewa was highly incensed against him, 
declined to pdace himself in his power, but determined instead to 
return to Hdnsi. 

Whereupon Lakwa threw off his mask, and would have sent a force 
after Thomas, but for his inability to raise funds sufficient for the 
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pni'poso. Tliomafi retaliated liy levying oontribntiona on the pro- 
vince of Ajmir, tlirongh wliicli lie directed liis return journey, con- 
sidering liiuiself now in a state of actual liostilily with tlic cliiof. 

Ilia iiosition had by tin's time become exceedingly pirocarious. 
Tjalcwa’a army was only thirty miles to the eastward, and at Jaipur, 
which lay between him and his destination, General Perron was 
endeavouring to induce Partab Singh to cut off his retreat, To 
add to hia earea a grievous disease attacked his troops, who were 
huffering from the effects of drinking the nnwiiolesomo water of the 
mountainous country of Mewar, and a third of them were stricken 
with sickness, rortnnatoly Lakwa’a soldiery were in a state of open 
mutiny, whilst Perron and the Ilajah of Jaipnir were overawed by the 
prosonoe of Oolonol ColUas, tho British roaulont. This ofUcer, towards 
tire end of 1799, arrived at Jaipur to demand tho surrender of Wazir 
Ali, tho Bpnrions Nawab of Oudb, wlio after oocasioniug mncli troublo 
by bis opposition to the English in that country, sought rofugo from 
their anger in Eajputaua. 

In this state of affairs Thomas, after eluding every attempt to 
oppose his progre.ss, and successfully levying contributions to tlio 
extent of two lakhs of rupees, made good hia retreat past Jaipur. 
Almost his last exploit was the capture of a strong fort named Srlraj- 
garh, belonging to Patab Singh, from which ho exacted a fine of 
113.50,000. Al'tor this ho prudently noceleratod his homeward jorn-ney, 
and arrived at Ili'iusi towards the end of 1799. 

Aprart from tho tpuestion of its morality, this flying campaign was 
certainly one of the moat brilliant and d.aahing that Thomas ever 
excoutod. In loss than five months ho had led his little force a dis- 
iaueo of nearly 1,000 miles, had fought a suoooBsion of battles, liail 
obliged Lakwa Ei'ula to evacuate Mdwar, and bad finally marched his 
victorious troops safely homo through a liostilo country, from which, 
even as ho rotreatod, ho extorted sovoral heavy flues. The districts 
he had traversed were either dry and waterless doscrls, or difficult 
and pathless ranges of hills, and the elomonts had been again.st him 
during tho greater part of tho campaign. Yet such was the vitality 
and mobility of his force that he Bucoessfully overcame all those 
ohstaolos, and carried his men triumphantly back to the point from 
whonoa they started. 

Thomas was now inolinod to allow his troops some repose after 
their late exertions, but an excuse for fighting presenting itself, he 
could not resist the temptation of taking tlie field again. It occurred 
to him to make an inonraion into tho SuUoj states, and 2.nini.9h Sahib 
Singh of Patiala, who had raaltreatod his sister for entering into 
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negotiations witli Thomas in the x’l’ovious yoai'. Moreover, (hning 
Thomas’s ahsonco in Mewar, the chief had committed depredations in 
Hariilna, and this was a erhno tliat could not ho overlooked. Ro 
preparations were inadn to chastise him, wlion, .oi. the last moment, 
he agreed to amTonder certain villages, and jiay an indemnity for the 
damage he had done, and thns avoid hostilities. 

But raid and foray had become essential to Thoma,?, who found it 
hnpossihle to remain inactive and at xmacc. He and his men were 
prexiared to fight, and were not to bo bauUcod of their do.sign by the 
puaillanimity of Sahib Singh. A pretext for another oxx>edition was 
afforded by the remembrance of tho dishononrod hills which 
Thomas had received from tho Elijah of Bikanir, and he forthwith 
determined on an invasion of Silrut Singh’s country. 

This xii’ince had recently obtained an advantage over his neighbours, 
the Bhattis, an extraordinary race of people inhabiting a junglo tract 
of counti-y to the north-west of Hilnsi. IVliGn Thomas reached the 
frontiers of Bikanir the Bhattis, hearing of his intended expedition, 
offered him Ea,40,000 to capituro and deliver over to them a strong 
fort which Surnt Singh had erected nine miles sonth-WQBt of their 
capital of Batiuda, whereby they wore much inoomniodod and 
menaced. Thomas cheerfully accepted the commission, and, altering 
his route, soon reaohod the city of Batner, which hr tho geograxrhioal 
light of these times was regarded as the most western habitation in 
that pari of India, 

The fort which the Elijah of Bikanir had erooted was gurrisonod by 
a largo force of infantry and cavalry, and, from its natural po.sition, 
was almost inaocessihlo to an onomy, tliere being no water ohtiiiuahlo 
within a oirenit of twolvo miles. But Thomas had prepared himself 
for a desert campaign, and, bringing up his artillery with him, 
battered a breach in tho walls almost boforo tho garrison realised he 
was attacking them. Ho soon made the noeosBary propai’ations for 
storming tho pilaee, when tho onomy capitulatod on being xiormittod 
to march out with the honours of war, and Thomas put tho Bluittia 
in xrossession of tho fort, and rocoived from them tho stipnlated rowai'd 
of Eb,40,000. 

He now continned his march towards Bikanir, storming and cap- 
turing several places, and fighting various skirmishes, In those bis 
losses were heavy, which, added to sielmess oonsequent upon tho 
imliealtMness of the climate, reduced liia lighting strength to ono- 
third of ite original number, and compeUod him tO suspend his 
advance and fortify Ins eainxi for dofonoa. Many attempts wore 
made by the enemy to carry his ontrenehments, hut his vigilance and 
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enoi'"y foiled all, aud Ibc hoaltli of hia foreo impvovinfi^, lio pi’osontly 
ali'nok camp aticl rofiirnod towards liis own country. On his way ho 
oamo across a town called Futchhad, whicli he burnt, and w’ould in 
all prolialjility havo taken possossioiiof tho adjaeoiifcooirntry, and added 
it on to Hariana, which it adjoined, had not tho enemy received assist- 
ance from the Elijah of Tatiala, who, deeming tho present moment a 
favonrahle one to work his revengo for past injuries, sent a contingent 
of 1000 cavalry to act against Thomas. The latter, not fooling strong 
enough to prosecute hoalililica, returned to Jhajjar, where he allowed 
his people to recuperate after the distempers they had contracted 
during the campaign, and rociuitod his battalions to thoir full 
strength. 

This was in March 1800, about which time Lakwa Diida, through 
the intrigues of Perron at Sindhia’s durbar, had been again supar- 
sedod in his command. To hasten tho chief’s downfall, and, if possible, 
to take him prisoner, the General inarched against him at Souuda, 
in the Datia diatriot, whore he stormed hia camp, and forced him 
to fly for his life to Jodhpur. Perron, whose designs against Ilarifoia 
Thomas had reason to distrust, being thus occupied, the latter did 
not choose to remain idle long. Large arrears of revenue were duo to 
him from his northern districls, and ho resolved to inarch thither and 
enforce payment. On hia rente ho inoidontally punished a numerous 
and daring handitti who had frequently auiioyod him hy their pre- 
datory attacks, and who, having been joined by a nnmhor of tho 
peasantry, were aasomhlod in considerablo force at tho village of 
Safidrin, just outside Thomas’s north-oastern boundary. Confiding 
in their superior numbers, the robbers issued boldly forth, on his 
approach, to give him battle on the plain in front of tho town. But 
their temerity proved their destruction, for Thomas not only routed 
them, but followed so closo on their hods, that liis troops entered the 
fort with the fugitives, and put to death no loss than 700 within its 
walls. Thomas’s own loss on this occasion was considerable ; but the 
victory struck such a terror tbronghout the eomitvy that tlie 
remaining districts submitted withowt a struggle. 

Emboldened by this siiccosa, Thomas now determined to cross the 
boundai'y and levy ooutribnlions in tho district of SahoranpiU', which 
was being administered hy Sambnnath) ono of Lakwa DAda’s 
collectors, who had romainod true to the chiefs cause in the hour of 
hia fall. fJamhnnatli was in the Dofib at the head of a numerous, 
but disorderly rabble, and had lately sustained some smart sldrmisbss 
with the troops sent against him hy Perron. Taking advantage of 
the anarchy in which the district wa.s thrown, Thomas made a 
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vapid dash tliroiJgh its nppor portion, and ostortod BevBral lioavy 
fines before bis presence tliero was wispoctod. 

Soon after this rorron advanced in piorson against Sambnnatli, and 
at tho same time caused letters to bo delivered to Tlioinas, which ho 
pretended emanated from the Peshwa, and diroetod tho X'aoipiout to 
assist Laliwa Duda. These letters Tiiomas at once recognised as 
forgeries, intended to tempt him into an attitude of dcolai'od hostility 
against Sindhia, which would have given Perron an excuse for 
declaring war against him. This crafty plot made Thomas regret 
that ho had not in the fir.st instance taken Sambiinath’s part, who 
might then not only have saved himself from defeat, but crusliod, or at 
least shaken the power of Perron himself. It was, however, too late 
to do anything now, so he oontentetl himself with offering Sambunatli 
an asylum at Hansi, and advising him not to think of opposing his 
•wretched troops to Perron’s. But the former, confiding in the pro- 
testation,? of his followers, rashly determined to fight. He was soon 
convinced of his error, for on tho approach of Perron, his troops 
deserted him, and some endeavoured hy treacliorous moans to soizo 
his person and deliver him up a prisoner. He effected bis escape, 
however, and found refuge in the Sikh country. 

Thomas now received intelligeneo that several of his own dhslricts 
ill the vicinity of Hansi were in a state of aotnal robollion, and had 
plundered tho merohauts resorting to them of a very eonsiderablo 
sum of money. Amongst others guilty of this roprohouaihlo conduct 
were BaUmli, Sorilni, Jamalpur, aud Bihal. The latter place oon~ 
taiued 10,000 inhabitants, who enjoyed a oharaclor for remarkablo 
bravery, ha-ving defeated several armies which, at various times, 
attempted their rodiiotiou, and on one occasion Buccossfully rosistod 
tho Mughal noble Ismiiil Beg, who fruitlessly endeavoured to sub- 
due them with a foroo of 10,000 men and 100 guns. Tlio population 
of BihiU consisted chiefly of Rathor Rajputs, who possessed tho 
finest qualities of courage aud resolution. 

This robollion broke out in Juno 1800, just as tho rainy season 
was commencing, and Thomas -was sensihlo that if it was not quickly 
crushed, the most serious consoqiioncos would ensue to tho cultiva- 
tion, on which the revenues dopendod. Ho therefore marched 
against the place without delay and found it garrisonod by 3,000 
men, who, altliough well armed, were badly supplied ■with provision,?, 
With a discretion ho did not ordinarily display, Tlionias dooidod 
not to storm it, thinlting from the niunber,? and bravery of tho 
defenders that the event might prove doubtful, and corlainly load to 
an immense loss of life. Bo lie fell back on the slower, but surer 
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motliod of n, blook.ido, nucl erectod a chain oi forts nvonnd ihe town, 
and also oomi)lotely cncirolod it willi a clitoli twelve feet deep, wbioh 
prevented any provisions reaclim" the garrison, and soon reduced 
them to a condition ol sovoro distress. This was further augmeutod 
when moans wore found to diminish their water supply, and force 
them to tho ueoesaity of drinking from the wells within the fort, 
■which, lioing bitter in (luality and unwholesome, noon cansod sickness 
to lirealc out. At last tho gan-ison was rodueed to one-third of its 
original nnniher, and Tliomaa, desiroue of putting an end to tho siege, 
drew out his troops with intent to storm tho place. Seeing this, anti 
satisfied of his resolution, the enemy capitulated at tho last moment, 
and paid a fine of Es.R0,000 to he forgiven and allowed to return to 
tJioir nlJegiatice. 

In August Thonma retiu-nod to his q^nartors .at nansi, and was soon 
after this viaitod by a man named Usuf All Khan, a native agent sent 
l)y Colonel Collins, the British resident at Sindhia’s court, on a 
political mission to tlie Silths. Usnf Ali, in his report to Colonel 
Collins, mentions that he was received with the greatest courtesy 
by Thomas “on account of the Colonel’s .letter,” and provided by 
hhn with an escort to Bolitak. 

Kor the next foiu' months Thomas was Inisy completing his 
ammunition and stores for his next campaign, on which he entered in 
December 1800. This was tho last aggi-cssive one ho undertook, and 
also tho most important, being directed against tho Sikh states of the 
Sutlej district, 
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THE INVASION 01' THE SUTLEJ STATES. 

1301. 

I N an earliei' cliaptoT it has been filiown how tlie Tan"0 of Thonias's 
ambition was not ooufined to the ostablishmonfc of an inilopeniient 
rulo over the principality of HariAua, but mirtnTOcl far more oxtenilocl 
Roheines of oouq^ueet in the Land of the Five Bivers. The Panjab 
dangled a lioh prize to an invader. Its fertile plains yielded harvests 
twice a year : it was well watered and well wooded : its annual 
revenues were two million sterling: it contained piopnlons cities, the 
resorts of merchants and caravans from the far countries of Central 
Asia ; and, finally, the Sikh nation, who hihabitod it, was divided and 
subdivided into ennntlo.ss clans and confederacies, whose internal 
dissensions and jealousies nullified tho effect of their numbers, and 
made their country an easier prey to an invading army than if they 
had been a united people. 

Thomas knew the Sikhe and their ways well. Bnring fifteen years 
he had exchanged many hai’d knocks with them, and heaton 
them times without count. Along their frontier his name was one to 
conjure with, for it was feared and dreaded hy the sons of Nanak. In 
addition to his old dc.siguatioii of Jchnni Sahib, ho received ahont 
thi.s time the more honourahle one of Jowruj Jimg, which, heing 
interproted, means “ Qeorga ilxe Ooxigueror.” A oonqneror Thomas 
was, and ho now proved his further claim to tho title by aspiring to 
the eonguest and consolidation under his own government of all tho 
potty states into which the Panjah was divided, and tho proclamation 
of his rulo over the broad territory that stretched hotwoon the Jumna 
andtlio Indus. 

His design is thus summarised in Ms memoirs by his biograjiher, 
Captain Franeklin : — 

“ Whon Thomas first fixed his resulenes at ITausi, he conceived, 
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and would, if nuforcsuon cironmataucos had not ocomu'od, have 
oxeouiod iliQ hold deeign of extending his conquests to the mouth of 
the Indus. This was to have been, offoeted by a fleet of boats, ooii- 
stniotod from timbor procured in the forests near the city of FerozxJur, 
on tlio bauliS of the Sutlej river. He then intended proceeding down 
the river with his army, and settling the countries he might subdue 
oil his route — a daring enterprise and conooivod in the true spirit of 
an auciont Eomau. On the conclusion of this design it was hia 
intention to turn his arms against the Pimjaub, which ho expected to 
reduce in the course of a couple of years, and which, considering the 
wealth ho would thou have acquired, and the amazing resources ho 
would have possessed, must have established liis authority on a liriu 
and solid hasis,” 

With the advantage of our modern goograxihioal knowledge wo are 
able to properly ostimato the full scope of this entoipriso. Tho 
territory this andaoious Irishman proposed to invade, includes the two 
vast provinces which now constitute tho entire western frontier of 
tho British Empire in India. Tlieir annexation cost the English three 
great wars. Well might Captain Franckliu write that tho scheme 
“ was conceived in tho true spirit of an ancient Koman." A conquest 
wlioBQ limits wore determined by Karaclii, Lahore, and Delhi, was a 
task worthy of a heroic age. 

Although it was ambition which first led Thomas to the considera- 
tion of this delu'ious scheme, there were other causes that operated in 
oouimondiug it to his mind. He was conscious of the inoroasing 
jealousy and hostility of Q-oueral Poitou, whose encroaching arms and 
despotic power Uiroateucd to swallow up tho little prineipality of 
llariana. From such an inconsidcrablo base of operations as Hausi, 
Thomas could not hope to Bucccssfully resist tho wealth of men and 
material possessed by Perron. But with the Paujab at his back 
there was no hostile comhiuatiou ho would have feared, and with tliat 
magu-ilioont recruiting ground to draw upon, he could have created 
an army that might reasonably hope to cope with the Brigades of 
Hindustan. 

To tho dangers and difficulties of the project Thomas -was not blind : 
but he feared those which lurked in liis rear, not those which existed 
in front. And it was with a view of seeming hiuiuoW against an 
attack from tdindhia that about this time he made definite overtures 
to the British G-ovornment In those he aunouuoed his intention of 
declaring war against tho Sikhs, who woi-e, ho observed, equally tho 
enemies of the Maratlids and the English, To enable him to attack 
them with confidence he desired an assurance of neutrality from 
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General Perron, under gnaranteo from tbo Govoraor-General. lu 
return for this Thomas offered “ to .aclvanco and take possesaiou of 
the Punjanb, aud give np bis army to tbo direction and control of tbo 
English ; to take the country, and, in short, to become an iictivo 
partisan in their cause. By Ibis plan,” bo explained, “I have nothing 
in view but the welfare of ray King aud country; it ia not to better 
myself that I have thought of it ; but I should bo sorry to boo ray 
conquests fall to tbo Mahrattaa, for I wish to give thorn to luy King, 
and to servo him tbo remainder of my daj's. This 1 can only do as 
a soldier in this part of the world y ” 

Pobtioal considerations made it quite impossiblo for tbo Marquis 
'Wellesley to ontsrtain these pj-oposals. 'They wore advanced at 
a tiino Tvbeji bo bad bis bauds fully ncoiqaod with tbo exjiodition to 
Egypt, and tbo unsettled stato of alfaira in tbo Doeoan, wboro signs of 
trouble were looming wbicli would require all the reaonrco.s of tbo 
Eugliab power to successfully opposo. In cousoqnouoo of this 
Thomas’s design of an invasion of tbo Paujab was novor carried 
out in its entirety, but was ooivliuod to the sboi't but brilliant 
oampaigu which be imdortook in the year 1801. 

A plausible excuse for the formality of a declaration of war against 
the Sikhs was afforded by tbo conduct of the Bajab of Patiala, who, 
in tbo prooediug year, bad broken bis treaty of poaoo with Thomas, 
and assisted bis cnomios to harass him during bis return from tbo 
Bikauir espoditioii. Sahib Siugli of Patidla, whose forces eonsislod of 
1|S00 cavalry aud 1,000 iufanlry, was at this time engaged in laying 
siege to a fort in which bis Amazonian sister Knnur bad taken refuge 
from bis resentment. Thomas, with bis nativo obivalry, dotorniiuod 
to march to this lady’s roliof, but on bis aqiproaob kiabib Singh 
biu'riedly raised the soigo aud retbed witbiii tbo fortibca lions of 
Suuam, a largo town thirty miles to the wost of Patidla. Thomas 
followed on bis track with the intention of storming tbo place, but was 
deterred bom doing so by the unexpected arrival of Tara fiiugb, an 
ally and son-in-law of Saliib Singh, who brought with him a largo 
force. The appearance of those reiuforoomonts gave oonlldouoo to tbo 
surrounding peasantry, and they rose en masse to join tbo Patiala 
chief. Thomas accordingly determined on more prudential taotios, 
and striking camp marolied twenty-four miles to a town called Belad. 
But be was followed by a large body of the euomy’s cavalry, who 
concealed tbemselvG.s in a noiglibora-ing jungle, inloudbjg to make 
a sadden attack on bis rear when bo advanced to tbo storm. 

Belad was a strongly fortified place, ns indeed wore all tbo towns 
and villages in the district, owing to its coHiStant state of warfare. 
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Tlio walls woi'o uino foot in tlnckuobs, and it was snrroundod by 
a (litcli twenty foot deep, and dofouded by a nnmorous garriaoii. 
Nevertlioloss 'fliouiaa, wbo waa aiiptisod of the proximity of the 
Patiala koopSj detorminod to stoim it witliout any loss of time, and 
bfiforo tliG latter ooiild foim a jnuctiou with the garrison, or afford 
oxtornal aid. 

Fortune favoured him, and ho carried tho placo by a vigorous 
assault, ■with a loss of only oiglity of his own I'jooplo. A rancorous 
enmity bad long oxislod betwoou Ilia troops, who -were chiefly 
M uhainmadans, and tho Sikhs, and in tho heat of racial conflict, despite 
all Ids attempts to stay tho slaughter, no loss than COO of the garrison 
woro put to the sword. Upon which the towuapooplo who aitrvivod, 
lunsomeU their lives hy tho paynioni of a large sum of money. 

Having thus cstahlishod himsolf in a situation of strength and safety, 
Thomas dirootod liis attention to dividing tho force that had followed 
him, and gradually iueroasod to not loss than 10,000 men, iutondiug if 
possible to attack and dofoal thoin in detail. IIo also oxxierionoed an 
inoliuatiou “ to explore the neighbouring country and raise contribu- 
tions." To olToot tkeso objects ho presently marched to a central 
position botwQOU tho towns of l-’alhila and Suuam, hut soon changed 
his intention on a ohauce piroscuting itself of punishing Tiiril Singh, 
whoso aasistauce to Sahib Singh had obliged Thomas to raise tho 
siege of Munarn. TiUA Singh’s capital was at a placo called Mal6r 
Kotla, which lay a short distance to tho uorth-wost of Thomos’s 
position, and ho now perceived an opportunity of attacking it by 
surprise iu tho absence of its chief, wliich ho at once xn'oeeeded to 
put into oxGoution. Tho road lay through a thick jungle, well 
adapted for andniscado, and as his men were making their way along, 
a smart firing, was suddenly hoard in the front, flurrying fonvard 
Thomas found his advance guard had been attacked by a suporior 
force of tho onciiiy, just as they wore omorgiug into au extensive open 
pilain, and lu'osently discovered that this was a ruso to draw his 
observation, away from a large and xropralous town named Phiit, 
situatod close at hand, and belonging to Tai'ii Singh. 

Having rocoivod information of the proximity of tills filaoe, Thomas 
marched against it. The walls of the fort were twelve feet thick and 
thirty feet high, with four strong bastions, well fortified witli eaimon, 
commanding tho town balow, as well as tho ijlain adjoining. It was 
dofendod by 8,000 troopis, and in all rosjoeots a place diflioulL to take j 
but Thomas was determined to capture it, and resolved on an im- 
mediate assault, llividing his force into two columns, he led one 
himself against the centre of the town, whilst one of his officers 
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named Hopldna led the otliei- against the easlcru angle. The affair 
was desperate, for tboiigh the town was soon set on hre, the enemy 
made a bravo and stubborn resistance. Hopkins, advancing witli the 
utmost gallantry, stormed tho quarter assigned to him, but, in tho 
moment of victory, fell wounded, and soveral other officers were 
killed or disabled by the tremendous lire kepit up from the bastioiiB. 
Tho affair now hogan to piresent a doubtful aspect, especially when 
a large body of the Palifda cavalry made their appearance in the rear, 
just aa Thomas’s troops, although in actual possession of the town, 
were beginning to waver and show signs of retreating, either because 
of the excessive heat thrown out from the himiing buildings, or from 
the uncommonly severe fire poured down upon them from above. 
The danger was, however, averted by Thomas’s piresence of mind. 
Brlugiug up a G-pouuder gun close to tho gates of Iho oitadol, ho 
demolished them by repeated discharges. Whereupon tho enemy 
gave up tho contest, and by timely submission saved a further effusion 
of blood on both sides, and paid a ransom of Ea.CO,000. 

Although Tai'fi Singh was a Sikh, a great portion of the population 
of Malor Kotla were JIuhammadaus, who, when they heard of tho 
oapliu'e of Bhiit, showed a disposition to join Thomas, and eventually 
paid him a oouti-ibution, and united their troops with his. 

Meanwhile the Rajah of Patiala had not been icQo. To tho east- 
ward of his capital was the district of Shahiibad, belonging to a Sikh 
ohiof of the name of Karram Singh, to whoso son Sahib Singh offered 
his daughter in marriage if ho would assist against Thomas. Tho 
piroposal being aoooptod, 5,000 of the Shahabad troojis joined tho 
Patifda army, and on them arrival a grand council of war was held, 
whereat it was resolved that a general oomhiuation of the Sikh stales 
should be formed to expel Thomas from tho country. 

Ror by thi.s time Thomas had fully justified his claim to tho titio of 
Jowruj Jwig. Ho had become a voritabis scourge to tho Sutlej 
stales, and made his shadow dreaded wlierovor it fell. Victory 
followed his armsi and none seemed capiablo of resisting him. Tim 
ooufederatiou of buoIi diseordaut elements as tho Sildi elans was the 
best testimony to his power and prestige. Information of this allianeo 
soon reached him through his spies, but it raised no serious appre- 
hensions in his breast, for ho eonsidoi-od that the diversity of interests 
and counsels that prevailed in the enemy’s camp), and the woll-knovt'U 
jealousies of their oliiefs, would render it difficult for them to act in 
harmony, or carry out any preconcerted plan with loyalty to quo 
another. 

But at this jimoture an event ocem-red which tempted Thomas 
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from tho path of pnicleneo, and toned the scale of oireumsianoos 
against him. Adjoining tho Maliir Kotla country was tho territory 
of Kai Elias, a youlh who had recently succeeded his father, Eai 
Eallau, in his inheritance. Eai Elias’s district ran oontignons with 
the Sutlej river, and inclnded tho important cities of Ludhiana and 
Eirozpnr. In oouscqueiioo of his tandor ago hia mother had assumed 
the reins of government, but from iuoxpoiieuco, and the disadvantages 
of her sex, proved wholly unable to x'ulc a country xn'odiicing a revenue 
of live lakhs of riipeo.s, and snrroundod hy enemies eager to prey on 
it. Taldng advantage of her weakno.sa tho Sikhs had attacked lisr 
sou’s di.gtriots in the previous year, and taken poB8e.ssiou of a groat 
portion of them, only a few strong forts remaining to the Baui. Soon 
after thi.s Zaman Shah, the King of Kabul, arrived at Lahore, which 
wa.s only seventy mile.? distant from Eai Elias’s oaxiital, and to him 
tho Eiini ajtpealod for assistance to reinstate hor sou in hia authority. 
Hearing of this the Sikhs ovacunted tho villages they had occupied, 
and tho poasantry returned to their allogiauco, and matters were 
heginning to asauino a brighter aspect when a fresh danger aroso, 
which reduced tho Biiai to even deeper misfortunes than those from 
which she had just emerged. 

A certain Silth named Sahib Singh (not to bo confounded with tho 
rulor of Patidla) who was a Behdi of tho raoo of Nanak, the founder 
and prophet of tho Sikh nation, counterfeited religious inspiration, and 
having by fraud and artifice imposed on his countrymen, oollectod 
a largo force and proceeded to prossess himself of the country of Eai 
Elias. As Zaman Shah had by this time retinned to Kabul, no help 
could bo Gspoctod from that sovereign, and tho Eiini was soon 
reduced to a truly dopdorable situation, and obliged in her extromity 
to sue for terms Ifoin hor enemies. A treaty was drawn up by which 
she agreed to pay a sum of two laltha of rupees to tho Shills as 
ransom, but Sahib Singb, tho impostor, rofused to approve it, and 
domandod the surrender of the wholo of her country. As a last 
rosonroe the BAni sent her young son to make an appeal in person, 
and try to obtain an abatement of these harsh terms ; whereupon the 
youth was treacherously seized and retained a prisoner by Sahib 
Singh, but was shortly released by a Sikh chief named Karram Singh, 
whoso credulity could no longer he imposed upon by tho pretended 
prophet, and who detached himself from hia cause and carried Eai 
Elias to a place of safety. Sahib Singh immediately returned to tho 
attack of tho EAni’s country, and was occupied in tho siege of 
Ijudhiana, ono of the chief towns in it, when TJiomas appeared upon 
tho scone and captured Bhfit. 
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In this Rifciiatiou of her affairs the Eani ilctormiiiQil to aiiply to 
■Joiurnj Jiinr/ for asaistaiieo in expelling Sahib Singh, and doapatohod 
a confidontlal agent to hio camp, offering him ,a lakh of rnpeos lo 
reinstate her son in power, and promising him an annual trihiiln of 
ris.50,000 a year to gnaranteo the youth in nudisturbod posaeaaion. 
Although this proposal seemed likely to drag Thomas iuto a pvn- 
lougod war he was so touched hy the fallcii condition ol an auciont 
and honourable family ” that he acceded to it. Lovely woman in 
di.stresa never appealed in vain to this suscoptiblo Iri.slnnan, and 
■whether it was the Witch ol* Sardhiina, the iVmas^on ol Patiala, or the 
widow of Ludhiana., it needed but a woman’s cry to bring him to tlin 
rescue. 

HG.armg of tlieso nogotiatioms Sahib Singh, tho imposter, -wrote to 
Thomas, throatouiug him with pnnitihmont, and warning liijn ‘‘ if ho 
wished for qaartor " to send a Vakil at once to “ tho Bucoossor of 
Nanak nud tho Sovoreign of tho Sikh nation ” — such being tho dignity 
to which tho Belidi laid claim ; and ho concluded his lotlnr by 
reeommoudiug “ imidicit ohedienco to luH commands.” 

The idea of Thomas “ wishing for quarter ” at the hand of a Sikh 
was distinctly prooions : and there wa.s a splendid audacity of ox- 
prossiou in tho rocommondation of “impliedt ohedionoo” from Jcmvuj 
Juitij. Fiqually indignant at the importinonco of tho langnago and 
tho monaoa, Thomas replied that ho was aocustoinod to rocoivo, not 
to send Vakils, and that Sahib Singh had liotter pny down hi.s con- 
iribnfcion before ho waa compollod, and hmnediately ovaenate the 
country of Eai Elias. Tills ans-wer brought matters to a point, and 
the impostor prepared to make good liia throats. 

Meanwhile Eai Elias loft tho Bajah of Patiiila, with whom ho had 
taken refuge after Ipaving Karram Singh, and camo of his o-wu accord 
to Thomas’s camp, “ Tho comely appear, auce of tho youth,” ohsorvos 
tho Irishman, “his fallen condition, and abo-ve all tho confidonco ho 
showed in xdaeiug his whole reliance on ono against whom ho was so 
lately loagmed in enmity, altogetlier hifluouced mo in hi.s favour, and 
determined me to use every oxertion to support his oauso.” 

The Elijah of Patiiila now joined Iho im]ioater lo mako common 
eansG against thoir common onemy. Thomas at onco advanced 
against them, upon which “tlio Sovereign of tho Sikhs” ineonli- 
nontly fled, his followers ovaouatiug the eountry faster than Thomas 
could occupy it. So rapid was tho Belidi’s retreat that in ono place 
his bod, palanquin, tent and baggage woro all found abandoned. His 
disoomfitnre -was complete, and he never afterwards occasioned any 
disturbance. 
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Tlio Eiiui auJ ber bou were uow put iu possession of thoir territoi'y, 
and after the moat active of Iho rebels bad beeu seized and puuiebed, 
the antlioi'ifcy of tlio young chief was ro-ostaljlisbod. But although the 
imposter was no more, the Rajali of Patiala still kept the fiokl, and was 
joined by several other ohiofs. He now advanced at the head of 15,000 
men against Thomas, with the intention of driving him out of the 
country. Several skirmiBhes took place, but without any substantial 
re.suUa, neither party being de.sirous of risking a general engagement. 
Aud so ho&tilitios continued to be carried ou in a desultory manner, Iho 
Sikhs contenting thcmsolvcB with cutting off supplies from Thomas’s 
oami), and provonliug him from eolleeling forage. But as all tliis 
occurred within Itai Elias’s territory, aud occasioned grc.at loss by 
stopping the cultivation of the land, Thomas desired to carry tho 
war into tho enemy’s country. To this, however, tho Pnini would 
not eonsont, pressing him to stay by her while the Sikhs romained 
in the noighbonrhood. 

So long as prudence allowed, ho listened to those solicitations, but at 
last a time came when his ammunition began to faU short, and lie was 
roluotanlly compelled to mako p)reparatiou8 for liis return to Hiinsi to 
obtain a supply. And so, much against her will, ho loft tho Ihini to 
sustain hor authority by horself, and began his march home- 
wards. 

Tho Siklis at once closed iu upon his roar and began to harass him. 
This behaviour incited him to retaliate by devastatmg their country 
through which ho passed. And there was a further satisfaction iu 
knowing that his pursuit by tho whole force of tho enemy wa.s operat- 
ing favourably for Rai Elias, since it drew the Sikbs away from bis 
distriot.s, which, for a time at loast, would be freed from Iboir 
depredations. 

Provions to his setting out on this campaign Thomas had effected a 
treaty with two powerful Sikh neighbours, BAgh Singh of Jliind, and 
Lai Singh of Kaithal, by which they solemnly agreed to live in amity, 
aud particularly to abstain from mvading Hariana during Thomas’s 
absence. But now these treacherous chiefs, perceiving the strong 
combination that had been formed against him, broke their faith, and 
joined his enemies. They had not, however, rightly reckoned tho 
character of the man whoso foolings they thus oirtraged. Thomas, 
by forced marelios, forged ahead of his pursuers, and led his troops 
against the fort of Kanhori, which belonged to LAI Singh, and taking 
it by stonn, put the garrison to tho sword. Tho capture of this place, 
which was only forty-fivo miles distant from Patiala, was of the 
gi'qatest importance to him, for its situation near the Ghaggar 
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river, and oii tlie borders of his own districts, afforded Thomas an 
oscellent advance depot for stores and ammunition, and he accordingly 
repaired the fortifications and garrisoned it with a large foroo. 

This done he collected hostages from the surrounding country as 
security for its peaceful behaviour, and marched to lietara, another 
strong fort, belonging to the Kaithal cliiof, and was on tiro point of 
Btorining this when the garrison of 500 men, dreading a similar fate 
to that esperieuoed by tlie inhabitants of Kanhori, appealed fur quarter, 
and were granted it on payment of a substantial contribution, and the 
surrender of the fort with its contents to Tboniaa. 

From Ectdra Tlromas retimiod to Ilansi, whore ho learnt that 
during his absoueo Bapu Sindhia, the Maratha general, had invaded 
Ilariiina under orders from General Perron, hut had fallen bach on 
Delhi, where the main army was onoanipod, directly information 
reached him that Thomas was returning to liis capital. 

The main Sikh army, which had not relinquished tlio pursuit, now 
began to suffer seriously from want of water and snpplios, and wore 
eventually compelled to abandon active operations for the present, 
and drawing off encamped in tho neighbourhood of Kaithal, there to 
await tho bursting of the monsoon rains before rGOomnisnoing hostili- 
ties. But no cousidoration of thus sort hindered Thomas who)i ho was 
on the war-path. He had still to punish tlio Elijah of Jhind, and 
marching to that chief’s district, he exacted a line, and took hostages. 
Thence ho passed on to lay siege to Bafldiin, a town dependent on tho 
same ruler. This place was built of brick and surrounded by walls of 
uncommon height and strength, so thal it was impossible to take it by 
a sudden assault. Thomas theroforo oreoted three redoubts around it, 
which he fortified with eighteen 12- and G-pounder guns, and opened a 
bombardment, keeping up an incessant fire from oarly dawn till throe 
o’clock in the afternoon, at which hour, fearing the place miglit ha 
reinforced during tho night, ho determined on a stoim. 'The gari'ison 
consisted of 700 men, 300 of whom remained in the fort, whilst tho 
rest sallied bravely out and attacked Thomas’s advanced posts on tho 
first signs of his intention to assault, but most of tliem, including aomo 
chiefs of distinction, were put to the sword as they clambered their 
way out of the deep ditch surrounding the place. And now Thomas 
in his turn delivered his attack, and nttomptod to mount the broach 
which his guns had made. But his scaling ladders proved too short, 
and his men wore involved in the greatest difficulty, being entii'cly 
expiosed to the enemy’s fire without any possibility of returning it. 
After a desperate eonffiet of two hours he was oonipoUod to draw off 
with a loss of 450 of his best troops. The gallant Hopkins, who liad 
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bBeu, as usual, conspiououB by his iiviloiu' during the assault, was again 
severely wounded. 

Eut iho enemy had also suffered greatly in the onilior part of the 
day, and now attompled to escape by cutting llroir way through 
Thoma.s’a line. In this they were successful, and reached the shelter 
of a thick forest in the neighbourhood, whilst the victors marched in 
and occupied the abandoned fort. 

It does not spieak much for the national spirit of the Sikha that 
during this time their main army lay within twenty-seven miles of 
SaflduD, and yet never attempted to relieve their hrethron in distress. 
It was also a fortunate occurrence for Thomas that Eapu Sindhia, 
who was encamped fourteen miles to the south, made no hostilo 
movement. Encouraged by this immunity from attack Thomas now 
mareliod against the main Sildi army at Kaithal, to renew tho war 
which had been suspended ; hut his lata feats had struck a chill into 
tho hearts of his enemies, who recognised that Jowruj Junfj was a 
masterful man, to whom it was bettor to submit than offer resis- 
tance. So soon as his intentions became evident to the Chief of 
Patiiihi aud his allies they sent four Vakils to negotiate for peace, 
thus admitting lus advantage. 

Tliomaa, despite his exhibition of energy and vigour, was sincerely 
desirous of terminating tho war ; for ije was informed that General 
Perron was preparing to march from Delhi for the avowed, purpose of 
assisting tho Sikhs. Although this was not exactly the caso, it was 
certain that Porrou was heut on moasuring swords with Thoimis. 
Added to these cousidoi'ations was tho ooourrenoo of disturbances 
which had broken out near Hansi, and reipured caro to avert danger. 
Thomas, thoroforo, wisely decided to profit by the enormous prestige 
he now enjoyed, and agreed to terms. It was settled that the Bikhs 
should pay him an iudomuily of IIb. 180,O0U, and renounce all pH-eteu- 
siona to the country of Bai Elias ; that tho Cliiof of Patiala should he 
reconciled to his sister, Kuniir, who was to ho reinstated in the property 
confiscated from her ; that eortain districts on the frontier should ho 
coded to Thomas ; and finally that tho Chief of Patiilla should suh- 
sidise two battalions of infantry, who wore to he stationed to keep order 
on the boundary, ns a safogunrcl to either party. 

It was a treaty which did honour to Thomas, not only because it 
asserted Iris complete mastery over his enemies and secured him solid 
advantages, but because two of its principal stipulations showed how 
the protection of the weak, and the rehabilitation of an injured woman 
had a first place in his warm Irish heart, and evoked the support of 
his chivalrous nature. 
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“ Tims,” Iio observes in liis memoirs, “cuclccl a eampaign of bovou 
moutbs, in wliicli I bad boon more Buceossfnl than I could possibly 
have expected when I first took the field witlr Q force consisting of 
6,000 men nnd 80 pieces of cannon. I lost in killed, wounded 
and di.sabled, nearly one-tbird of my force ; but tlie enemy lost 6,000 
persons of all descriptions, I realised near Il.s.200,000, exolusivo of 
tbo pay of my army, and was to rcccivo an additional Ks. 100, 000 for 
the bostagoa wbieb were delivered up. I explored tbo country, formed 
alliances, and, in sbort, was Diot.vtok in all tbo eountrio.? belonging to 
tbo Sikba soutb of Sutlej.” 

Directly this treaty was concluded Thomas made an astonisbiugly 
rapid march back to Han.si, to tbo coustornation and amazement of 
General Perron, wbo was actively preparing for an attack on that 
town, in tbo bobef that its master was many miles away. This extra- 
ordinary display of vitality ooufonuded Perron, wbo, in the obangod 
aspect of aii'ab'B, began to consider tbo advisability of substituting 
negotiations for aolion. 

But the star of Joiurvj Jung had passed its meridian height and was 
now on tbo doeliuo. Once or twice it was do.stiiiad to blaze brightly 
out through tbo dark clouds that shrouded its setting ; but the cam- 
paign that carried bun ooiuprering to tbo Sutlej and safely back was 
bis last victorious effort. Conoeivod in a spirit of tbo boldest ento)’- 
priso ; conducted with au audacity as snccossful as it was splondid, 
and concluded with a vigour that astounded bis ouomios, it fitly crowns 
the dashing and defiant career of this gallant Irish advouturor, And 
more than Ibis, it compels tbo belief that under a bapiiicr destiny bo 
might have carried into offoet tbo ambitious seheine of eonquoat which 
be marked ont for aebiovemout, but never lived to roaliso. 

Tbo end was drawing near : bis work w'as nearly done. But its 
memory was to remain. Dor in many a Punjab villngo, for many a 
long year after bo bad passed from tbo scene of bis exploits, the 
whisper of the name of Joivriij Jung conUl bush obildron into siloncQ, 
and bring a keen alert look into the grave dusky faces of grey -boarded 
warriors, wbo romembevod bow, in the days of their youth, tbo sword 
blows of the sailor Sahib were wont to fall ffist and Lliick amongst 
flying Bikb armies, scourging and Bcatteriug thorn like tbo Hail of tbo 
thresher descending upon tbo trampled sheaves of corn. 



CHAPTER VIX. 

WAU WITU I'EltllQiV. THE DATTLU OP GEOnOEGAIill. 

1801. 

'“piIE oxtraordiuai'y sueooss of Tliomas’s career, the alarming growth 
of liis power, and his siugnifaXy ambitious nature, hud for some 
time marked him out as an object of suspicion to Daulat Ruo Sindliia 
and of jaalonsy to General Perron. More than once the Marfithii 
prince had in tiie past offered service to Thomas, and these offer.? 
had reooutly been revived, but Thomas refused them, owing to his 
disinclination to serve in coujirnction with Perron, whom he cordially 
hated. And so no arrangement was eonolnded, and moauwlhlo Tliomas 
gradually iuoroased his ibroo to eight battalions of regular infantry of 
750 men each, 1,500 Rohillas, 2,000 garrison troops, 1,000 cavalry, 
and 50 guns. This little army, from a numerical point of view, 
was sidlioicntly powoii'ul to create distrust, hut it was rendered doubly 
formidable from the prowess and prestige of its commander, “ who 
had a spirit and elevation of mind not to bo subdued by accident, or 
doprossed by ill-fortuuo,” and from the valour and ooniideuoe which 
animated all ranks .after an ahnost unbroken career of victory. 

The roeont invasion of the Sutlej stalc-s had raised Thomas to a 
distinct place in the cummunity of Indian p)owors, whilst the lawle.sa 
and predatory instinct that swayed him made his army a source of 
constant terror to the uoiglihouring countries he so Irefiucntly 
devastated and laid under contribution. Even to the Maratlia 
power itself JowritJ Jung had become a standing menace, for lila 
proximity to Delhi, and the dash and daring of his system of 
warfare, made a eoiqj da main against the oapilal and the person 
of the Emperor not outsido the boimds of possibility. 

Thi.s in itself was a sufficient reason for Perron’s determination to 
measure swords with the congueror of Hariana. But there was 
another oonsidoration which influeneod him, and that was TfaomaB’s 

IBS 
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notoviona hatroil of I’l-cnclimen. Jowriij Jung sviffoi'OtT frora tlio 
ibcutesfc foi'ni of Prancojjlioljini piovalout at a tiino wbou tlio disoaSQ 
was very vimloul. It was on tJiia gvoiiinl that lio refused Siudliia’s 
Xn'oposala, e’vjilainin},' ttial “ M. Poiron and liinisolf boinp; fcubjecta of 
dilToreiit nations tboii in a state of actual hostility af^ainst each other, 
it was impossilde they could over act in concert or with cordiality. 
Ko was moreover convinced that as a Urunchman and j)o&scssod of a 
national enmity against him, M. Perron would always bo induced to 
represent his actions in a light most nufavonrablo to his interests.” 
This inference was certainly sufliciently -jirstiflod hy rurron’s 
behaviour towards the British officers in his army. Ho was at this 
time bent on the establishment of n French dominion in Hindustan, 
to whioli end he had entered into negotiations with the French 
Government. The.se schemos and ambitions undoubtedly inlluencod 
his policy towards Tliomas, for it was impossible for him to view with 
erxuanimity the oxistouco on his weakest flank of a growing power, 
whose sympathie.s wore intensely British. IIo therefore urged upon 
Sindhia the uocessity of orusMug the army of the audacious adventurer 
of Hausi, whoso increasing fame throatoned to oclipiso that of Perron 
himself. 

■Wliatovcr Perron suggested, Sindliia of uecesisity aiiprovod and 
aaiictionad, for he was too harassed and tormented hy difficulties in the 
Deccan to exert any real autliority in Hindustan. But true to the 
tvadition.s of craft and iutrigno that governed the Marathii, mind, 
Daulat Elio first attempted a diplomatic solution, and once moro 
repeated his invitation to Thomas to join his standard. Thomas mot 
the propio.sal with his former ropdy. “ Principles of honour,” ho 
wrote, “forbid mo from acting under the command of a Frouohman. 
But should you think pi’oper to apipoint mo to the maiiiigeniout of 
oper.'itions, cither offonsivo or defensive, in any part of the Doocau, 
Ilindostan, or the Punjaub, I am ready and willing to undertake the 
charge so soon as the necessary arrangomauts for the payment of my 
troopjs can ho ooiupletod.” 

To this Sindhia, under Perron’s direction, ropiliQd “ That it was im- 
possible to consent to such a proposal, as it would create an unfavour- 
ablo pn-ecedent; and he recommended Thomas to curb his national 
onmity. and consider the matter in a light more favourable for tiro 
intorests of the service.” 

Such was the position of affairs at the end of the Sutlej campaign, 
when it beoamo evident that a conflict between Thomas and Porron 
could be no longer deferred. The Sikhs, smarting under the defeat 
they had suffered, helped to bring matters to a head by opening nego* 
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liatious willi Perron, to whom tlioy offered a subsidy of five laldis of 
riipoGB and a oonliiigont of 10,000 cavalry, if La would undertake 
the destruction of tlioir dreaded onomy. 

This offer camo at an opportune moment, for Perron was fully 
determined in Lis mind to bring matters to a summary conclusion, 
oitLer by foroo of arms, or by absorbing Tbomas’s anuy in his own. 
Ho bo wrote a sort of ultimatum to Thomas, requesting him to send a 
Vakil to confer upon the proposfils rocontly mado by Sindhia. But 
no sooner was this ooriimnnicatlon despatobed tbau news reached 
Delhi of tbo disastrons defeat of Siudliia’s forcos at Ujjain by Iloffiai', 
which in a moment ebaiigod tbo aspect of affairs. Orders followed for 
Perron to tomporiuo with Thomas, and proeood immediately to the 
Doecan with all bis troops, to assist in ro-ostablisbing bis master’s 
power, which bad received a serious shock. 

This was an ominous blow to Peiron. His personal interests wore 
centred in Hindustan, a withdrawal from which would be fatal. The 
negotiations whioh ho had rocontly opened with the French G-oveni- 
niout required both the consolidation of his power at Delhi, and that 
it should he supremo there. To detach all, or oven a portion of his 
troops to Ujjain would bo political snicide. It was far more important 
to him to destroy Thomas than to defeat Holkar. The temporary 
suooosa of tho latter might oven he advantageous to his personal 
schemes if it weakened Sindhia : for Danlat Eao’s weakness was 
Perron’s strength so long as the latter could keep his Brigades around 
hhii. Bumoura reached him of several aUiancea whioh Thomas was 
negotiating with Uio Begum Somru, tho Rajahs of Jaipur and Dlwar, 
with sundry Sikh chiefs, witii Dakwa Dada, and with Jaswwit Bao 
Holkar himself. As a fact, Ilolkar had ropcatodly urged Thomas to 
ooimuence hostilities, and promised to assist him with men and 
money. Thomas was also in commimioatiou with Joan Baptiste la 
Fontaine, who commanded six battalions of Filozo’s party in tho ser- 
vice of Sindhia. This pairing of opposite cards comes on tho authority 
of Lewis Fordiuaud Smith, who writes : “ Such arc the siugularity and 
Ireachoiy of Eastern politics, that two of Soindia’s Brigades, Sombre's 
and Filozo’s, had agreed to assist Thomas against Daulat Bio's com- 
mandor-in-chief Perron ! ” For the moment it almost appeared as 
though Thomas would bo successful in forming an overwholmiug com- 
bination against his enemies, whilst ho was considerably augmenting his 
own force, having made ju’CiJarationB to raiso six more battalions, the 
recruits for wbioh were on thoir way to join him, and tho arms ready 
for them. A careful review of tho comparative strength of Thomas and 
Peil'on at this time seems to favour the former. 
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Perhaps Perron roalisetl this ; bnt ho had gone too I'ar to draw baolc. 
Tho very oxiatouoo of his power depended upon the doslrnetion of 
Thomas’s. It was impossible for him to obey Sindhia’s orders and 
march with his battnlionH to the Deccan, leaving Hindustan shorn of 
troops- So under various pretexts ho avoided starting for Ujjain, and 
meanwhile cogitated on an extremely clever scheme which, if sucoess- 
fiil, wonld at one and the same time nudormine Thomas’s power, and 
pacify Biudhia’s importunity. Tliia was hotljiug luorc or less than 
sending Thomas to do the worit in the Deccan, aud retaining his 
own Brigades intact in Hindustan. Witli tills design in his mind 
Perron received tlie Vakil Tliomas sent him witli marked favour, and 
presently requested a personal interview with his master. 

Thomas eonsoated, and tho fort of Bahadnrgarh was fixed for tho 
moating. Thither Perron sent his Third Drigado of 10 battalions 
of infantry under Eourguien and 2,000 regular liorso, following them 
from his lieadquartors at Koil, about the middle of August. At 
tlio same time Thomas marched out of Ilausi to attend tho interview. 
On approaching Dahadurgarh, wliich was situated a few miles to tho 
uorth-wost of Dollii, lio was met by Captain L. F. Bmilli, who was 
dopulod to conduct him to tho place of meeting. Thomas was not 
altogether without suspicion of Perron’s good faith, and tliis distrust 
was increased by information wliicli reached Jiiiu that the General had 
recently put to death a Sikh cMof,who had revolted from Siudliia, and 
of whoso per.‘ion lie had obtained possesBlon by troaoherons moans, 
Thomas, tliorcfore, took witli him as a prorsonal escort, two of his most 
approved battalions aud hOO cavalry, aud on tlie 10th of August, 
1801, arrived and oucamped two uiUes’ distant from Perron’s linos at 
Dahadurgarh, 

Tho next day an interview took place. Thomas was doteriniiiod to 
observe tho greatest oircumspeotion, hut botli ho and Perron wore loo 
oimning to deceive each other long. Ono can imagine the meeting of 
the vain-glorious hrcnclimau and the hot-liondod Irishman, eaeh in 
hia own way typical of the European nations they roprosonted. Doth 
were solf-imido men, Bpruug from the same low strata of seafaring life ; 
both had fought their wuiy to distincUGii and power by similar 
methods, and reached an extraordinary elevation. Both, donbllosB, 
laboured under exaggerated ideas of tho etiquette aud conduct required 
in diplomatic dealing. Tho niiud pictmos tho forced Gallic politeness 
of the one, and tho Tipperary punctilio of the other, as they attempted 
to disguise tho racial hatred that filled their hearts. Perron with his 
solitary hand— he had lost one at the siogo of Ifanitund in 17911—. 
waving the groat, tall Irishman into tho plaecj of honour, must have 
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.'Mljiirod tlio svoUmL unilor his hroafch ; anti Tljonias cursed iho d d 

Freuehmau as ho glared down on him and iia&aod to his soat. But tbo 
jnintomimo of politoiioss })aBsod off woU ouough, and although no husi- 
ucBS was transacted, tlio way was pavod for future uogoliations. 

Hoveral oonfereiioes took place after tliis, and when the first sonso of 
distrust anti awkwardness wore off, friendly rolatiotis wore cstahlishod, 
if not hotwoou Perron atid I’lioinas, at least between the latter and the 
European officers of Bourguicu’s IThird Brigade, with whom ho dined 
ropeatotlly. Amongst these was Colonel (thou Captain) James Skin- 
ner (to whose exeollout niomoii's much of the following matter is 
indebted), who states that “all seemed to be going on well,’’ and 
doscribes Thomas’s troope as “ looking well, but not over-disciplined ; 
hut his artillery was very flue and the hulloeks particularly good and 
strong.” Captains rioarsoy, Hopkins, and Birch, throe of 'Ihomas’s 
offioors, wore in his oamp, as well as some Europeans acting as sor- 
goimfcs iu his artillery, so that ho must have made a very creditable 
show. 

Thomas had already roeoivod information about Sindhia’s defeat at 
tJjjain and the unfavourable aspect of the rrinoo’s affairs, aud this 
naturally strougthouod his hand, aud led liim to hope that the negotia- 
tions would ho productive of an amienblo adjustment of all former dilli- 
oultios, aud load to future tranquillity and a good understandiug 
between him aud Perron. But when the latter indicated the con- 
ditions on wluoli it was proposed to outortain Tliomas’s aorvicos, the 
demand was equally suddou aud unoxp)octed, and quite took Thomas 
aback. ITo was to siUTonder his district of Jhajjar, but to be permitted 
to rotaiu the fort of liausi; ho was to rank a,s a colonel in Siiulhia’s 
borvico, with a pay of Its.CO,000 a mouth for his corps, but to serve 
uuder Perron's orders. Those terms wore unfavourable and iiiiaccopt- 
ablo in themselves, but they were made impossible by the additional 
condition that Thomas, directly ho agreed to them, would he required 
to detach four of his baUalions for service against Holkar in the 
Deccan. 

In Thomas’s acutely susincious Irish nature this last lu-oviso aroused 
the strongest di.strust. It seemed to him that Perron wiBhecI to follow 
the political maxim DivUU et Impera, mid ho believed the stipulation 
was a distinct attempt to undermine his power, and that a.s soon as 
XloUrar was dofoatod, his own turn would come to be dealt with, wheu 
ho would be compelled to accept any terms PeiTon might choose to 
impose. Ho therefore iiorcmptorily refused compliance, and abruptly 
breaking off the conferenoe, urarched back to Hilnsi and prepared for 


war. 
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That he was mistalicn iu this steji is proved by results, for service 
under Siiidhia could never have led to Buclr absoliilQ ruin as overtook 
Thomas before four mouths had passed away. He has been blamed 
for want of juilgmont in neglecting “the only rational ohaiioo loft 
him of realising with greater certainty a higher station as a soldier 
than ho could over hope to do by his own unaided resources against 
the jealous enmity of the most potent prince in Hindustan.” Altliongh 
hy the light of subsegnent evouta the wisdom of this criticism ia made 
apparent, it is easy to understand the grounds wliich inllnoncod 
Thomas in his choice. In tho first iilaoo ho could not foresee that all 
his projected ailiancos were to fail him, and ha had in theory an 
eseeotlingly strong combination at his back. Then he was a victorious 
and indeponclout leader treating for terms, not a defeated general suing 
for them, who had no choice hut to submit to tho linmiliation of sur- 
rendering territory lie had held and governed for nine years. lie was 
at the head of a marvellously spirited force, fresh from a brilliant 
campaign, ia which it had proved its superiority over enormous nume- 
rical odds. Perron might certainly bring bigger battalions into tho 
field, but the recent defeat at Ujjain had gravely Hhakou tho prestige of 
Sinclhia’s rogular infantry. Lastly, there was Thomas’s own nature, 
his uncompiorahlo pugnacity, his firm faith in his own fortune, and hi.s 
oliorished ambitions for supremo power which prevented his giving 
way, Vision.s of glory blinded him ; his eyes still turned towards tho 
far Panjah ; his mind was filled with schemes of cougnost and aoqui- 
sition. It was iutolornhlo to turn to servo tinder another iu an inglori- 
ous rdfe of subordination ; but altogether repugnant when that other 
was a Frenchman. And it was this seutiiuont, more than any other, 
that urged him to enter into a struggle with the master of forty 
thousand fighting men, rather than yield up an indepondonoo which 
he had won with his own right hand, and lower his sword in salute to 
a chief whom ho despised. 

War was formally declared, and both sides began to make ready. 
But Perron sot off for Koil with such impolitic precipitation that Lewis 
F'erdinand Smith refers to his departure as “ tho flight of Perron from 
his army.” lie left Major Louis jBourguion, who was iu command of 
the Third Brigade, to conduct the operations, and this officer, after 
being strengthened with GO guns and reinforced by 0,000 Kikh 
cavalry, entered Thomas’s territory early in September, and march- 
ing to Jhajjar, which was unfortified, occupied it without oppo- 
sition. He then attempted to captvu-e Georgegarh, a strong fort 
five miles to the south, garr-iaoacd hy 800 of Thomas’s troops, 
hut the officer entrusted with the attack being ropnlsed, Bourguieu 
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loft Captain L. F, Smith with throe battalions of infantry and a 
battering train to lay siege to it, and himself marched to Jhind, 
whither ho heard Thomas had gone. On arriving here ho was told 
his quarry had moved off to Patiala, and at once started in pursuit ; 
but this had merely been a feint on Thomas's part to draw olf Boiir- 
gniou’s main army, and he now retraced his steps to Ildnsi with 
inorodildo rapidity, completed his ammunition and other stores, loft a 
body of Eohillas to defend the place, and then swooped down on 
Smith at Goorgegarh, covering tho last seventy-six miles in two days, 
whilst the blundering Bourgiiien, difieovering too lato the trap into 
whioh lie had fallen, came following after. 

Tlioinas’s sudden approach was tho signal for Smith to raise tho siege 
of Goorgogarh, and fall bade on Jhajjar. But Thomas was not to 
bo foiled, and without resting his men, dashed forward to cut Smith 
off. His troops, however, from some nnacoonntablo reason, lost their 
road in tho darkness of tho night, and when in the early morning 
Thomas came up with tho retreating enemy ho found ho had only one 
battalion supporting him. 

Smith’s roar-guard was under the command of a gallant old native 
offioer, named Puran Singh, who immediately drew up his battalion 
in line in order to cover <ho retreat of the artillery and baggage, 
whilst Smith opened a slight cannonade, and then continued his flight. 
This gave time for some of Tliomas’s laggards to come up, but being 
in a state of extrema fatigue, and only commanded by a native officer 
named Marlaza Ivhan, they incautiously advanced through a field of 
high standing corn, without reconnoitring their front, and suddenly 
found themselves attacked by Puran Singh, who charged them with 
great spirit and heat them hack with, a loss of four of their guns. 

Hearing of this disaster Tliomas immediately advanced to tho relief, 
and loading his men, sword in hand, fell upon the enemy, and after a 
severe conflict completely defeated them, and recaptured tho four guns. 
Puran Singh was wounded and taken prisoner, and a great mimbor 
of his men killed or disabled, only a moro remnant eseaping ; for 
although Smith was but a short distance ahead, he did not return to 
their assistance, but busied himeeK with Beouring tho safety of his 
guns and baggage. 

Thomas, whoso loss was under 100 men, now fell back on Georgo- 
garh, his troops being so exhausted with fatigue gs to ha unable 
to continue tho pursuit ; and only a few cavalry were sent after the 
fugitives, and those picked up several stands of colours and small 
arms. Skinner, in his naomoirs, blames Smith for his supine conduct 
on this occasion; but Thomas observes, “Had it not been for tho 
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holtlier-like precanfcions taken by Captain Smith in sending forward 
his artillery and baggage, while lie made head with his infantry, the 
whole would have infallibly have been captured ; as it was ho lost the 
greater part of hia ammunition and. baggage.” 

This action occurred on the 27th of September, and on the following 
inoruiug Thomas was preparing to renew the attack when his scouts 
hroiight information of Bonrgnlon’a approach. Ills troops being 
fatigued and many of them di.sporsed in search of plunder, Thoma.s 
did not deem it advisable to liaKaril an immediate ongaginnont, and 
the relieving force, wdiioh turned ont to lio llonrguioii’s 2,0011 regular 
cavalry, under the command of Captain b'. E. Smitli, a brother of 
Captain L. P. Smith, made good their way to Jhajjar, and saved tho 
two battalion.s and the battering train there from a very serious 
danger, 

Boiirguiou himself, with his infantry, arrived on the 20th, tho men 
harassed, fatigued, and famished after a march of sixty miles in thirty- 
six honra ; yet, with inorodiblo inihonility, thoir loader dnloi'tninod 
on an iinmodiato attack. On reconnoitring Thomas’s poBition lie 
found him drawn up in one lino, with Ooorgegarh and a largo fortifled 
village on his right flank, a strong redoubt, in which wore stationed 
GOO Bohillaa aud 4. pieces of artillery, on his left ; and another 
large -walled village in his rear. 13 von under favourable oironm- 
atancos the position would have been a strong ouo to attack, but 
under existing oouditious an a.s8ault by Bourgnien’s exhausted and 
worn-out troops was inadnoss. 

Notwithstanding -which the Frenchman ordered tho advance at 
three o’clock in tho afternoon, but, -with a prudent regard for his own 
safety, directed operations from a point far away in tho rear, where ho 
faithfully kept his post during the rest of the fight, full of importance, 
but out of danger. Obedient to orders, and with a calm intrepidity 
worthy of its reputation, the Brigade advanced in open columns of 
companies against Thomas's entrenchments. The route lay through 
heavy sand, and they woro exposed to a dreadful and well-dirocted 
fire from 50 guns. Two battalions, with a couple of cannon, wore 
detached to make a diverBion on Thomas’s rear, whilst tho main body 
proceeded straight against his position. 

Thomas had chosen his groimd with his usual ability, and so 
divided his forces as to oppose a front to tho enemy at each point 
threatened. The position gave him a considorablo advantage, for 
laiowing that his men were nnaocuBtomod to artillery fire, ho solooted 
a plaoo whore the soil was so loose and sandy that it deadened the 
shot, and prevented them from ricochotting. The total number of 
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troops under liia command eonsiRlod of 10 battalions of infantry, 000 
Eobillas, 500 oaviilry, and 54 guns. 

About four o’clocli the two ai’inies were within musket shot, and 
Bourgnieu’s moil began to juisli briskly on, with their guns at the 
drag ropes. But Thomas, wiOi rapid disoharge.s of round and grape 
shot, mowed thorn down by scores, -whilst his own troop.s wore in a 
groat moiisure sholterod by a breastwork of hand wliich they had 
hastily thrown up. A few minutes of thi.s hot work threw Hour- 
guion’a main body into confiiRiou, which must havo resulted in 
iiTotriovablo di.saster, had not his cavalry mado a spirited charge on 
Thomas’s oeutro, and pressed it so hard that it began to give way, 
and the rest of his line to waver. 

This rondcrod au immediate movement nooesBary, and Captain 
Hopkins with tba rigiit wing, and Captain Birch with the left, were 
ordered to advance and charge with bayonets. Bach moved out with 
two battalion.? in columns of companies, and then formed iu front of 
the ouomy “ with as groat calmness and precision as if tlioy had boon 
at review,” and after delivering their fire dashed forward with fixed 
bayonets, and drove Bourguien’s lino back. But Bourgiiien’s gunners 
would not abandon thoir piooos, and, serving them wifcli groat rosolu- 
tion, kept up a heavy flro, which oroated immonso havoc, and so 
encouraged the cavalry, who had lomporarily drawn off, that they 
charged again. But being hravoly mot and repulsed with loss, they 
retreated a second time, and were pnranod for a considerable distance 
by Thomas’s horse. 

And now there came one of war’s mischances to operate against 
tliG victory which seemed almost assured to Thomas. Captain 
Hopkins, his second in command and in gallantry, his alter ego, 
was struck by a cannon ball, which carried away ono of his legs. On 
seeing thoir loader fall his men immediately lost heart, and retired in 
disorder, carrying him with them. 'Whereupon Eom'giuon’s loft wing 
rallied, and raoooupied the piosition they had abandoned, and after a 
little time attempted to advance to the storm again; but the fire 
along the line from Thomas’s gnns was so murderouB, that at Inst the 
wliolo Brigade was ordered to lie clown and avail themselves of such 
shelter as the undulating surface of tlia ground afforded. In the 
same way Thomas’s troops crouched behind the sand hillocks that 
protected them, and in this position the two armies remained until 
sunset, neither daring to expose itself by an advance or a retreat, but 
eontimiing to keep up a constant fire. 'Wlion at last night drew its 
curtain over the bloody plain, the worn-out soldiers, utterly ex- 
hausted, bivnuaoed on the open field they had so desperately ooutested, 
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At snuriee tlia Dest morning Bourguion liuiig out a flag of truoo, 
and an anniatioe was granted for eix liours, during ■\ifliieh the wouudod 
were conveyed to the roar and. the dead biiriod. At noon the flag was 
hauled down, hut neither party displayed any inclination to renew tlio 
engagemont, and after a few rounds of cannon shot Bonrguien drew 
off uiimoleatod, leaving Thomas master of the field. 

Thus ended the severc.st battle that was ever fought botween tlio 
diseiplincd amiios of Ilinduston up to that date. Tlio troo^JS opposed 
bad been nearly Ofpially matched, for tbongb Bourgnicu oonmiandud 
8,000 men, and Thonui.s only 5,000, the latter’s deficiency in numbers 
was inado up by tbo greater strength of bis position, the compavativo 
frashuoss of liis mon, and his own immoasurahly superior military 
skill. 

The loss on baih sides was oaoniious, hnt from the conilieliog 
nature of tbo returns it is difficult to state tbo exact numliora, 
Captain Stinuer, who was present at the battle, puts down Bonr- 
guien’s casualties at between 3,000 ami 4,000, but Tiiomas assesses 
them at 2,000, whilst Captain L. F. Smith states “ that above 
1 ,100 men wore killed and wouudod, which was nearly one-third 
of the uumbor engaged.” But Bourguion had 7,000 infantry at 
the very least, so that Thomas's e.stimato is probably the most 
correct. Skinner’s must certainly bo acociitod oautiouBly, for bis 
memory for dates and figures is poouliarly incorrect as a rule. Out 
of seven Em'opean officers engaged in the attack, Lieutenant 
M'Cullooh was killed, Lieutenant Emilius Felix Smith mortally 
wounded, and Captains Oliver and Babolls wonndocl. 

Thomas lost 700 men by his own account, though Skinner puts it 
down at 2,000. The destruction of artillery on both sides was very 
great. Twenty-five of Bourguieu’s tumbrels were blown up, and 
fifteen of his guns dismounted, owing to the sandy soil from which 
they were fired preventing a proper recoil, and so causing the axle- 
trees to snap. In the eomo way Thomas lost twenty pieces of 
cannon, only a few of which wore dismounted by the enemy’s shot 
striking them. 

But a far greater loss to him was the death of Captain Hopkins, 
•who succumbed to his wound a few hours after the action. “ Ho was 
■worth more than a couple of battalions to Thomas,” writes one who 
know him, “and had the latter possesaed another such officer the 
imdeoided day of Georgegarh would have boon turned into victory,” 
As these words are being penned, ninety years have passed to the very 
day since Hopkins fell in battle. Tho coincidenco of dale comes 
suddenly and with somsthiug of a shock, oven as tho ink that records 
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bis dentil is wet. God kaowa tuider vvbat iusiyuilicnut dot of land in 
libiifc distant coiuitry lio monlderiug tbu boue,s of this gallant ad- 
venturer. ljut laying down Iho lien, and musing for au idle moment, 
a forlorn pity steals over the mind a.s one Ihiuks of bow bo was cut oil 
in the bright spring-tide of his youth, squandering aU that liuuiau 
nature holds moot dour in the nihiguilioant service ho belonged to. 
Expatriated, remote, unknown, ho died a soldier’s death, acquitting 
himself as nobly as if he had been lighting under the flag of his own 
country, instead of in a cause that yielded little credit, and less 
renown. Thrice in these pages, within the compass of a year, the 
brief chrouiolo of Hopkins' bravory finds mention; twice wounded, 
tlio third time dead, and so forgotten — poor dropped atom in the 
world's dust ! 

Indooisivc aa was the battle of Hoorgegarh, the advantages remained 
with Thomas. Had he availed himself of his opportunity he wunld 
have added a orowniug success to his career. Colonel Skinner 
admits this when he writes : “ Wo Lad always hoard that Thomas 
was a brave, active, and clever soldier, and au able general. But wo 
were sm-prieed that ha now permitted us to remain for fifteen days 
without attempting to attack us, or make good his rotroat to Hiinsi : 
for there was no doubt in our luinds that had ho tried either plan ho 
would have succeeded. The state of onr guns and the spirits of our 
Boldiory was such tliiiit, had Tliomas shown any inclination to move 
towards us, we should have got out of his roach, for our commander, 
Major Louis Dourguieu, was not only a coward, but a fool. He was 
one of those who got on by flattery, and had it not been for Major 
Beniior, a Prencluuau, wo should certainly have lost the day; for the 
Major was not seen at all during the battle, and our beiug saved 
from total destruction was entirely owing to the oxertions of Major 
Bernier, who was a brave and able soldier.” 

There is a humiliating confession in this passage, and one cannot 
hut hope that Be Boigne uo'\er learnt to what a low ebb “ the spirits 
of his soldiory ” had been reducod. Berron, when he wrote to his 
old chief in the follov/hig Eebruary, and boasted that “he had been 
obHged,to entirely destroy that scoundrel Thomas,” omitted to touch 
oil this incident, or to mention how Captain Drugoon, tho general’s 
depmty at Delhi, collected all tho doctors in tho city and bniidlod 
them off to the ffont to loud tho wounded, whilst Perron himseff 
raised now troopis, and hurried forward reinforcements with feverish 
haste. 

Captain Lewis Kcrdinnnd Bmith takes oven a stronger view than 
Bkinner of tho posijibihties opened to Thomas by the battle of 

18 
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Qooi'gegarlj, ns the following passage will sliow — “ Had Tboinaii 
taliou atlvautagc of Lioia-gnicn’s iguoraucc and folly, and Bullied out 
oil tlia boatcu troops of Perron, lie would have overtiimed Ills power. 
But Thomas wa.s, iu this critical moincul, confused and coufouiidod, 
though ho had shown feats of valour during the action . . . Had ho 
noted with his usual boldness, caution and activity, the forcos uiidor 
Bonrguion must havo boon dcstro3'od ; the allies of Thomas would 
have thrown off the mask, aud openly takon his part ; and before 
Perron oonld have collected another eflicionL force, Thomas would 
have been master of Dollii aud the king’s person, and probably have 
Gxtuiguishod Perron’s piowor ami authority. Beiiidiii would have 
quietly transferred that power to Thomas, for he would have boon 
equally indifferent -who govorued lliudostan, Perron or Thomas, as 
ho must, from inipiotoney to resist, havo bowed to the will and power 
of every aspiring mind who oomiiiandod largo bodies of regular 
infanlvy.” 

It was in this supremo moiuout of his caroor that Thomas fell, 
E'en from an estate ao high, that its possibilities aro soarooly orodiblo 
when wo consider the oharactor of the man who might have grasped 
thorn, and loam the reason why ho failed to do so. That reason has 
not liilliQi'to been hinted at, hut it had loug existed. When Thomas 
required his faculties to bo dourest, his understanding nnclondod, and 
his energies strung to tlioir highest piitoh, ho gave way to drink 1 
Ala.d for the uuherohig of this Loro, that ho should have sold 
himself so cheaply, so vulgarly, so wantonly. Who shall diagnose 
a drunkard’s reasons ? rorchanco Thomas was over-affected by the 
death of gallant Hopkins, and his improssionablo Irish nature sought 
the solaco which countrymen of his class not unfroqnonlly lly to on 
such occasions : psrchauoe it was the very devilry of drink that drove 
him to the bottle ; or a more charitable cxpdixnation may lie in the 
stimulant required by the unendurable fatigue of ovor-taxod piliysionl 
effort, or the terrible strain of mental anxiety. It matters little 
which. The pritiable trath remahrs that iu the momentous crisis of 
his life Thomas surreuderotl himself to the demon that enslaved 
him, and in one wild, rockloss dohauch, sacrificed everything. 

Those who have followed him thus far in the erratic course of his 
adveutui-ous career, and who, iu nothig each stop iu it, havo sighed 
over liis lawlessness and eondomuod his abandonment, but havo yet 
been cajoled into admiration for tho man militant, may surely, in this 
moment of hia weakness and his folly, as they see him distraught aud 
undone, blindly seeking his own destruction, spare one rogroL for tho 
lost man. Hememhoring only, out of their charity, those things which 
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lie to Ills crwlit; the loynlLy tliati uGver dosei'ted a fiieutl, the diivalry 
that BO oftontimos snccoiiroil llio woiik, the cntcrpiise which raiised 
him to the heiglifc I'l'om which ho loll, mill the iiuiiicihlo fipirit (hat 
suatiuncd him tlii'Oiigh Iw'cuty years of war ami battle iu the Eatt. 
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F 'Oll ii after Llio batllu of Gcorgogarli Tliouias roBigiioil Uio 

entire ooirdiiot of hiti iilfuirti to O.H)tii,m Ilcnrsoy, who, iiiKloail of 
pressing forward to attack, or rotiriug on Ilaiisi, bcigau to fortify tlio 
camp— a proeeediug that halted half way between an adviuico to 
A'iotory and a retreat to safety. The reason ho gave for his^ action 
was that lie o.\pooled assistance from Lakwa I)ada, Imt this chief was 
Mly ouipluyod in defending himself against Ambaji Inglia’s English 
officer, .liuiiea Shepherd, and was, moroovor, in a slate of pecuniary 
embarraBSiufiut, for it had recently boon publicly reported ho had boon 
obliged to sell his jewels to raise money to pay his troop, s. 

It is difficult to understand the considora.tiunfi winch iiiduocd 
Hcarsey to roposo couLldouce in the faith of a Mnrathd, and on the 
strength of it take up a position in an open camp instead of falling 
back on Hdnsi, which wa.s not only Thomas’s capital and arsenal and 
the base of Iris supplies, but a fortress of great strength, and oapablo 
of opposing an indefinite rcsistauoo to Perron. Ignoring this, Hoarsoy 
eleetod to fortify what was little hotter than an open cantonment, 
coinplotely cut off from all rGsom'ee.s, and without any eorre, spending 
advantage in rotiu'ii. 

"While Thomas drank the golden moments away, and Ilearsey 
thought only of holding an imtouablo position, reiuforconrents kept 
reaching the enemy daily, Drugeon, Perron’s deputy commandant 
at Delhi, hurried forward all the available troop, s ho could spare, 
Perron detached five battalions of the Second Pirigado from Koil, 
anti five more from Ilossing’s eorp.s at Agra; Liipn Sindliia, tho 
Mai'atba Subahtlar of Sabaranptu’, contributed a largo force of cavalry, 
and the chiefs of Bhartpnr and llathras supplied their gnotn of troops. 
Last of all, a great many of tho Sikh chiefs joined Thomas’s enemies, 
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amongst them being Saliih Singh of Patiala, wliosa AmaBonian pistcr, 
lumur, died on the Ihth of Septoinher, at tho caily ago of twenty- 
eight. 

Perron, wlien lie heard of Bom-gnien’s defeat, was fm-ious, and 
dospito that oC!ioer’.s solemn asseveration that ‘‘ God knew ho had 
done his heal," snporecded him hy Major Podron, who commanded 
tho Second Brigade. This officer immediately started for the front, 
and shortly after he had assumed command at Georgsgarh, a cordon 
of 30,000 men and 110 pieces of artillory was drawn round Thomas. 
This aiiny was made np of twenty-two battalions of regular infantry, 
inolnding ten of the Third Brigade, five of the Second Brigade, five of 
Ilessing’a, and two of the Begum Somru's (tho authority quoted is 
that of Colonel Skinner), with 2,000 regular Hiudustaui horse, and 
about 13,000 Silih and Mar/ithd cavalry. One of Pedron's first acts 
was to advance his lino and secure piossossioii of a large tank or reser- 
voir of water, a short distance outside Georgegorh, which left Thomas 
with only three waUa to depend on. Yevy soon the enormous display 
of force brought against him overawed the san'oimding peasantry, who 
submitted to Pedron, and discontinued their usual supplies of provi- 
sions to tho boleoguered camp, by which tho diilieullios within it were 
vary considerably augmented. 

And now, when it was too late, Thomas pulled himself together and 
resumed the command of his troops. He soon realised that he was 
too weak to draw out his army in open field and give battle, and that 
all ho could do was to remain within his lines and act on the defensive. 
Something of his old energy and resource began to return to him, and 
he set to work to fortify tho camp in tlio best manner possible, Iraild- 
ing around it a hedge of tho same kind of thorn trees he had utilised 
in his defence of Falohpur, and found so efficacious. Ho then took a 
careful stock of his provision.^, and found they were sufficient for a 
mouth’s consumption. Having tlnis arranged everything for the 
Booiirity of tho camp, ha braced himself to bold out until assfetanco 
arrived from Lakwa Dtida, who, at the comnioucemont of hostilities, 
had given him frequent assiu-ances of support. 

It was now nearly the middle of Octohor. Soon skumishes began 
to talre place daily, and Thomas made frequent .sorties and attacked 
Pedron’s entrenchments, but was never able to capture any of them. 
Isolated duels were often fought in tho open plain hetweBii the two 
camps by detached parlies from either army, hut although Thomas’s 
troops behaved with signal gallantry, thoy were always overpowered 
by superior numbers and driven back within their own lines again. 
On the 18th of Ootoher a grand concerted attack was made in conjunc- 
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tiou with BOine troops Viimaii Eao liad sent to Tljomaa’s assiatanco, 
Lilt it failpcl, and the lallei lost iOO men -vvitliont elToctiiip; auytliinn; 
decisive. Tbo following day, BalimiVn Khan, one of his Afghan mor- 
ceimi'tes, nnulc a gallant sortie witli 3,000 men, hnl only to ho driven 
ijaok liy a heavy cannonade from rodron’a ivell-postod guns. And so 
n fortnight pa.ssed, marked liy frequent conflicts, iu which nothing 
was gained, and by the end of it Thomas’s provisions had shrunk alarm- 
ingly, for his foraging piarties found it impossible to avoid the Sikh 
and Mardtha cavalry that fiwarmed round the oamp, and prevented 
them from replenishing hia fast dimiuiKhiug stock. Day followed 
day, and one week another, and there was no sign of Lakwa Dada’s 
coming. The investing linos wore drawn closer and closer, and tlio 
weak point.? in them strengthened, until at la.3t a complete Liloekade 
was estaldiehed, whilst, to comploto hia troiiHes, the water in Thomas’s 
three wells began to show signs of failing. 

Tho Asiatic aoldior, no matter how heroically lod and oommandod, 
is a fatalist at heart, and this prejudices him for defensive operations, 
for, curiously onongh, his fatalism always anticipates the worst, and 
when ho iouoLes his forehead and says “ Kismet," he is prspared to 
accept defeat. ‘When food ran short, and water began to be stinted, 
a portion of Thomas's troops commenced crying "Kismet." Previous 
to the declaration of war he had enlisted several bands of Afghans to 
swell hia ranks for the coming contest, and to the untmstworthiness 
of those treacherous mercenaries Lis ruin can in a great measure he 
traced. Podron was not slow to avail himself of these facts, and 
began to intrigue with the malcontents in the besieged camp, and 
bring corrnprt influences to hoar upon them. Tho families of several 
of Thomas's native ofSoors resided in Perron’s territory, and their 
dependent situation was taken advantage of to effect their master’s 
downfall. Perron, being acquainted with then' oircumstancos, had, at 
the commencement of the war, placed guards over the houses of many 
of fhoso individuals, notably over those of Shitab Khan, who was 
commandant of tho fort of Georgegarh, and Khaufi.t Khan, who com.- 
manded Thomas’s fir.st matchlock regiment, both of whose familios 
resided in villages belonging to Porron. These native officers wore 
now pressed to desert their colours imder pain of their property being 
confiscated, and their women folk maltreated— a threat more potent 
in tho Ea.st than fire or sword. Bribes, threats, and promises were 
all freely used to induce them and others similarly situated to forsake 
their allegiance. To this unfair and ignoble pressure many gucornnhod, 
not a few being seloeted men, who had been the recipients of the 
greatest Hndne.ss from Thomas, and whom ho had raised from low 
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Btations in liis army to appoinluients of aulliority anti commanil. Yot, 
in the lionr of his soro (listvess, they scrnploil not to provo traitors to 
their salt, and joined liis eucmios. 

But tluim was oven fonlor treaclioiy than this at work in tlio camp, 
for inoeudiary fires began to break out. In the fort of Oeorgegarh, 
■where Shitab lilu'ui commanded, seworal stacks of hay, wliich formed 
tho chief forage supply 'were de&troyod, -whilst the small remaining 
store of grain was made away -with by moans oqimlly nefarious. Not 
content with this, thoso perfidious mon wore constantly instilling 
into the minds of the troops tho peril of llieir sitnatiou, and tho im- 
possibility of sa-ving themselves except by submitting to tlie onamy 
and joining thorn, as they were daily invited to do. Of these traitorous 
designs Thomas -was not informed uutil it was too lata, when their 
truth was brought homo to Mm by tho sudden iuoraase in desertions. 

Meanwhila Lakwa Dada did not an-ivo, and, disboartoued. by 
Thomas’s misfortunes, several other chiefs, who had promised him 
their assistance, not only ■withhold it, but actually joined his enemies. 
Omistanfc and authontio information of all that -was pasisiug in his 
camp roaolied Pedron, -ivlio, on tho 28rd of October, hoisted a Hag, 
and publicly annouueed that all deserters fi'om Georgegarh taldng 
refuge under it should reeoiva quarter. Tliat night two of Thomas’s 
newly-raised baftalious marobod out, and availed themselves of this 
proolamatiou, and three days later, Sharif Khfin and Ilamza Khan, 
two Afghan merconarios, -whom he had recently entertained, followocl 
their base example, and passed over to Pedrou 'wiih all their mon. 

Amidst all these dangers aud difficulties Thomas was the only 
person who never lost heart, but unceasingly oudoavoured to buoy 
up tho spirits of his people with tho assurance that help was coming. 
To Lakwa Dilda he sent fraquont and urgent messages, and as con- 
stantly heard from him, ono letter, full of tho usual spocions promiso.s, 
reaching him as late as tho 3rd of Novemhar. Vaman Bdo also -^vroto 
encouraging Thomas to persevero, and stating ho -was sanding roin- 
foroemonts. But they were all words, idle words, and neither Lakwa 
Dilda's nor Viman Eao’s standard,? over appeared, 

On tho Gth of November Thomas detorminod to make a lost affort, 
and with a body of oavolry ondoavonred to surprise Podron’s eamp by 
a night attack. But traitors had given information of tho intended 
attempt, and tho sortio was met with a discharge of jnusketry, ariillary 
and rookots from an enemy fully pwopared and admh'ably po.stod, and 
the attempt resulted in failure and defeat. By this time Thomas was 
reduced to tho direst straits. The grain in tho camp was finished, and 
tho scanty supply that his fornging parties collected at a groat expense 
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of life, was sold al the price of blood. Ilia cattle bad nearly all been 
killed. Ilia water supply was almost cMliaiisted, and bis troops were 
kept alive on moat rations, a form of food not only uusnital)le but 
positively injurious to mon accustomed to fpsaiii diet. Finally, bis 
ammunition began to run short, and tbreatoned to leave him without 
the means, as well as witbont the mon, to figlit. In this oxtromity 
there remained to him but one single chance. A largo convoy of 
grain bad been dosiiatobcd by Vamau Eilo, aud bis hopes wore all 
centred on its reaebing him safely. It was due on the 101b of 
Novoinbar, but on Ibc previous night a detacbmout of Pedrou'a horse 
discovered and captured it. lu a spirit of Oriental brutality the noHoa 
of the oamel drivers conveying it wore out off and soul with taunts 
into Tbomn.s’s starving camp, early on the following morning. At 
the same hour ho learnt of the desertion on the previous night of liis 
most trusted Afghan chief, a man named Ali Glidl, in whom he had 
hitherto reposed the greatest eonfidcuoo, and whoso loyalty had never 
been doubted, 

In sucli a pass the bravest man might without dishonour Imvo given up 
an unequal fight ; but submission never onleiod Tbomas’s mind. “ In 
this distress, ” ho writes, “ I had no rosouveo but either to attack the 
enemy l)y night, to sally forth and try the event of a coulost by 
day, or to attempt a retreat, leaving the infantry to make tlio best 
terms tboy could with the enemy." No idea of surrender is apparent 
here, though it must have boon the uppermost thought iu the mind 
of every other mau in the camp. But Jownij Jung never belied liis 
reputation for a moment. The word defeat was not in bis cliotionary : 
and when oironmetanoos obtruded it, the letters shaped themselves 
into defiance. Fight by day, or fight by night, or, at worst, a dash 
through those iiiTesliug lines, sword iu hand, and his hoi'so’s lioad 
pointed for Haa.si, were still " resources " loft him. After a short 
eonsideratiou lie dotorrainod to hazard the first, and attempt to fight 
bis way past the enemy, and roach his capital. 

He accordingly gave the necessary directions for carrying this 
resolution into effect ; hut liis soldions, suspecting liis intention, hogan 
to pack up their baggage and openly desert the camp. Upon tins, 
Thomas assomhlod his officers and inquired of them the cause of Iho 
commotion stin'ing in the linos. They replied that no fm'thoi roliaiieo 
could be placed on the troops, who, coufouudod by their difficulties, 
would no longer remain true to their colours. On hearing this, Thomas 
proceeded in person to the lines, and endeavoured to reanimate his 
mon, but hunger and thirst and want and privation had laid their 
hands upon his followers, and with tlio fatalism of their race they 
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Imd acfloptpil tho clooreo of Fate, convinced that the star of Jorvnij 
Jmirj had set. 

But Thomas relaxed not ins efforts. “To oneoarago tlio drooxiins 
spirits of his people ” ( 1 ) ho gave orders for an attack to 1)0 made on 
ono of tho enemy’s advancod posts which, from its situation, appeared 
easy to ho talcan. But a difficulty aro.so regarding hullook drivers, 
who had all deserted the camp, Some sepoys, however, oncouraged 
by the promise of a liberal reward, undertook the office, and a select 
dolaohment qnittod the camp. But whether from being infected 
with tho depression of spirits that prevailed, or becauso they wore 
really unfit for tho work assignod them, tho sopoys conducted them- 
selves in so aivkwai'd a manner, and made so little esertion in getting 
on the gnns, that it was necessary to recall them to eainp. 

Shortly after this his spies brought Thomas information that the 
enemy, having been apiprised of his intention to force his way to 
Ildusi, had formed line ready to oppose his progress. And it now 
saeraod to him that, in tlio present discontented state of his troops, if 
ho attempted to carry out his design, the termination must ho defeat 
and disgrace. 

The end was drawing near. At sunset Thomas summoned a 
council of war, and pnhmlttofl to his officers the circumstances of 
thoir situation, They gave it as their unanimous opinion that 
nothing remained hut an unconditional snrronder to tho cuemj'. 
Long and earnestly did their leader try to persuade them that a 
retreat to Ildnsi was still practicable ; but his OKortions woio ineffec- 
tual, aud ho was forced to confess that “ a dismal aspect jircsented 
itself on all sides,’’ Tho spirit of rosistaiico was crushed out of the 
camp, saving only tho inoxtinguishahlo spark glowing by comparison 
more brilliantly than ever in the hosom of its cliiof. 

Scarcely was tho council of war dismissed than Thomas learnt 
that a body of Bohilks stationed over the w'olls had gone over to the 
enemy. Other troops were at once appointed to guard the posts thus 
abandoned, but to his sorrow Thomas found that tho spirit of 
desertion had soisied on the Muhammadan soldiBi'y in general, tho 
cavalry alone excepted. At seven o’clock in the evening tho whole of 
the troops stationed on out-post duty followed the example of the 
Eohillas, and it became apparent thaf Baclron was making pre- 
parations for a general assault. Simultaneously an incendiary fire 
broke out in tho last stack of liay, which, as Thomas afterwards 
learnt, was a proeoneorted signal hetwoou tho traitors in his camp 
and the enemy. Even as the flames leapt forth into the dark night, 
word was brought him that Shitdb Khdo, who oommamlod at 



m GEOBGE THOMAS. 

Oeorgogarh, and altlioiigh seorelly in leagno with Podron, liad np to 
now preserved an appearance of loyalty, was inonntiiig liia hoi'Bo 
preparatory to leaving tlie fort, attended by ail bis people and (heir 
olleots, and that a party of tbo Maratlia troops liad approaobod the 
walls in order to escort those deserters to safety, and occupy tlio 
abandoned post. 

Thomas’s soldiery wore now openly dosciting the camp in all 
directions, and the only battalion that remained faithful was the one 
foimerly commanded by Ilopkins. It had entered on the cniupaign 
700 strong, but tbo severe service of llio last two months had reduced 
it to little moro than 200. “ These,” writes Thomas in his memoirs, 
with pathetio brevity, “ were the only men that stood true to my 
interesta." 

Even the splendid spirit of Jowritj Jung was dismayed now. Now 
dangers and calamities sprruug up on every side. Within and without 
the camp all wore against him. The enemy wore preparing to 
advance in overwhelming numbers, and it was evident that in 
another hour all would bo over. And so, at nine o’clock on the night 
of the 10th of November, 1801, George Tlioma.? mustered his Eixropoaiis 
and 300 of hia chosen cavalry, and putting himself at their head, led 
the way out of the doomed camp. 

Prosper him, kind Eato 1 Prosper a bravo man’s ride to-night 1 
No worthier object of thy kind decree over appealed for thy aid. No 
stouter heart over faced thee than this gallant Irishman, who 
gallops now for life and liberty 1 

The direction Thomas took was that in which Major George 
Hessing'a Brigade was encamped, and again.st its five hattalions ho 
made his last daring charge. Ho snccooded in breaking through 
them, but the alarm was at once given, and the whole of Podron’s 
cavalry turned out in pursuit. Overtaking the little baud of fngitive.s 
before they had gone far, they attacked them with vigour, and the 
escort, disheartened by lale events, lost their aoouatomed courage 
and scattered and molted away, leaving Thomas with four 
Europeans— Captains Hoaraey and Birch and two sergeants— to fly 
for their lives. And so, alone and imattendod, “ into the midnight 
they galloped abreast.” 

The horse Thomas rode was a favourite animal, of a very superior 
Persian breed, and of the highest spirit. Ho proved himself “ a horse 
without peer” that night. The enemy continuing the pursuit, 
Thomas was compelled to make a oircuituous route to avoid fallijig in 
W'itli their straggling piarties, and traversed double the actual di.slanoo 
bolwccn Georgegarh and Iliinsi in reaching his destination, llis 
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geuei'ons steed covered tlio journey of 120 mUes witliout bait or stay, 
and by nightfall of the lltli of November carried bis master safely into 
bis capital. 

Fifty guns and all Thomas’s camp and baggage foil into Pedrou’s 
bands. The few faithful troops left bobind laid dovfn ibeir arms, 
rejecting 'with contempt tho offers of sorvico made Iboin by the 
victors. Their personal atlacbmsntlo Thomas anrvived his do-wiifall, 
and several of bis old native officors, who had been in his Rcrvico for 
along time, "rent their clothos and tmiiod beggars, swearing they 
would novel’ servo as soldiers again.” 
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U rON roacliing ITilnsi, Thomas’s first care was clirostocl towards 
its defoncea, and warned hy hitler oxperionco of tlio treacherous 
disposition of his Miihaimnadan soldiery, he committed tho charge of 
the fort to liis faithful Eajpnts, whom on all occasions, and in most 
trying situations ho found worthy of confidence. Two pieces of 
artillery were all that remained in tho fort fit for service, bnl 
the dilatory advance of the enemy allowed time for oight new 
cannon to be oast and mounted. All the wells within a radius 
of several miles of the city were filled up, and the tanks defiled, 
with beof and pork, so as to rcudor their water undiinlcable to 
oithor Hindu or Mxisalmdn. Just outside Hiinsi Thomas threw 
up three strongly-fortified outworks— ono commanding the south- 
eastern gate, a second the southern, and a third tlio wostorn gate, and 
those were manned with Bohilla troops. It is diffieiiU to eslimalo 
the exact strength of tho forco that romainod to him : Skinner 
puts it down at fi,000 men, hut Thomas statos there were only 1,200 
adhering to his interests, of whom 800 wero Bajputs. Tho latter 
estimate is probably tho correct ono : but whatever the miinber of his 
men, he had lost confidouco in all oxeepit his Bajputs, and so critical 
did he consider his situation that he took up his I'G.sidenoG within 
the fort and was careful to kcoii a strict guard during tho night to 
avert treachery. 

After his sueoess at Georgogarh, Major Pedron brought tho Third 
Brigade up to its full strength by drafting into it a suffioiont ntmiher 
of men from tho Second to fill tho vacancies created hy death and 
casualties, and conceiving the campaign practically finished, returnsd 
lo Aligarh, leaving Blajor Louis Bourguien with ten full battalions of 
infantiy, 500 Hindustani horse, and 5,000 Sikh oa,vali’,y to follow 
Thomas aud offeot the ccmyi de grace. 

aoi 
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Dourgiiiun ael forvyartl iu a leisurely way, maroLing by easy stages 
ami pobsossiug bimsolf of tlio wells in the vicinity of Hiinsi, wliioli he 
Btoppod to clear out. It was not until towards the end of Novomber 
that he rsaohed the town, and after reconnoitring its environs several 
times, formed his plan of attack. It was first uooossary to capture 
the outworks which defended the gates, and an assault upon them was 
ordered. Three columns, of two battalion!) eacb, advanced at day- 
broiik, lad by Captain Skinner, Major iSeruior, and Lieutenant 
Mackouisio. They buoecedod so easily, that Thomas ascribed tlioir 
victory to treachery. It is certain that Skinuor and Mackouzie met 
with but a nominal rcaistauco, the garrisons scrambling out and 
I'lumiDg away as tha stormors advanced ; but, according to Skinner's 
account, Major Bernier was ohstiuatoly opposed, for, by getting 
botweou the town and the outwork he was attacking, ha cut off the 
retreat of the troops defending it, who fought well aird drove the 
stormors back. Bernier rallied them, but was kfiled iu the act of 
doing so, upon which his men ruabed forward and carried the place, 
putting every soul in it to death. Oonsidnrablo doubt is, however, 
thrown on this account by the recent discovery of a marble tomb 
atone, wliiob was oveoted over Bornicr’s gi-avo, and the inscription on 
which states that he was killed on the 10th of Decenrber at the 
storming of Ilauai. The outpost affair above described ocom’red in 
November, and it is probable that Skrrrnor’s memory was at fault in 
making it tlie ocofision of Boruior’s death. The total loss on 
Boirrguien’s side was very small, and the throe captured works 
were now fixed upon, as poiuts for his Iroirchos. Batteries being 
erected, a heavy lire was opened upon the wails of the towrr, and, 
although tha defenders kept up a smart rotiu'u, a breach was effected, 
and three columns, irumhoriug 1,500 men each, wore told off for the 
storm. 

At dawn of day on the 10th of December the signal for attack was 
given. Captain Bkinnor and Lieutenants Skinner and Mackenzie wore 
the officers in command of the columns. The eider Skinuor forurd 
himself opposed by Lieutenant Birch, whilst hia brother ami Mackenzie 
stormed the points defended by Cajdaiir Hearsey and a native officer 
named Elias Beg. The two lieutenants made good their way after 
some resistance, but Captaiir Skinuer was twice beaten b.aQk by 
Birch, who defended his post woH. Bururng thatoh, powder pots, and 
every missilB that came to hand were showered down upon the 
stormers, greatly distressing nuil dislioarteuing them. At a third 
attempt, however, they made good their footing, and just as Skinuer 
clambered up the broach, he saw Bhch about twenty yards off 
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taking iiiLa at him with a doiiLlo barrollotl gun, both of wliiob lian'ola 
bo discbargecl. I'oxtuaatoly liomi&.seil biamiivk anil Bldimst inimodt- 
atoiy “ lavellud his javolin,” and darting it nt Lirch, look oil his bat, 
whci'onpon the latter set oH running and joiuod bis party who bad 
already loft tho walls. 

Loiu'guion’a tliroo eolunins now converged towards tho oonlro of Iho 
town, driving the enemy before them, until Thomas came up with iiia 
roBorves to tho relief. AttLicking tlio younger Skinner ho boat him 
back to the walls of the town ; but the latter, being joined by Ilia 
brother, advanced again, and obliged Thomas to retire. Tho three 
columns now offocted a junction in tho central bazaar, which heoamo 
tho scene of a desperate conflict. Thomas liaviug ordercil up a 
5-poiiiidor, brought it to bear on tho Blormcrs, and by several disohargos 
of grapo ospcllod thorn from tho bazaar, hut they, being loinforeoil by 
a reserve battalion and two 0-pouudors, woro able to retake tho 
position. The conlost was now carried on at closest quarters, tho 
fighting being band to band. Young Skmnor approached so near to 
Thomas that ho made a aahro cut at him and would have disabled him 
but for the protection afforded by his armour. Tbrico the tide of 
battle abhod to and fro, now one parly, now Ihe other, gaining grovmd. 
The narrow aide streets wore choked with the bodies of the dead, and 
wounded who had crawled out of the way, and tho central bazaar ran 
red with blood. Desperate dofonoe was opposed to obslmato attack 
from morning until noon, when tho superiority of Bourgnion's numbers 
began to teH, and after disimting every inch of ground with the most 
determined valour and roaolntion, Thomas was oompellod to withdraw 
into the fort and abandon his capital to his enemies. 

The loss of life, in comparison to tho numbors engaged, was enor- 
mous. Skinner puts down the killed and wounded on Bourguien’s 
side at 1,000, but due allowances must be made for his habitual 
exaggeration, Amongst the wounded was Lieutenant Maokenzio, 
and several uatiye othcers were killed. Thomas records that after 
the light only 700 men remained to him, and this would mako his 
loss Eibout COO. Dh'Qotly victory was assured, Bourguiaii, who had 
watched the eanlUot from a strategic, but safe, position in the rear, 
marched into tho town with two battalions and 8,000 dismounted 
troopers, and relieved tho combatants who wore allowed to retire to 
the rear. 

The following morning Bourguion’s battering guns were dragged 
into Hansi, and trenehos dug within two hundred yards of tho fort, 
Bight 18-pouadei’a being run into position in the central bazaar, 
tlieir hro was brought to bear upon tho waU.s of tho citadel, TJiomas 
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uimle ovui'y disposition to defend liimsolf, Lut Ida troops liiul lost heart 
and wore no longer the same niou whom ho had so ol'tou led to victory 
ill the past From tiino to time they followed him out to llie attack, 
but they fonglit with the oouviotion of coming dol'ciit, and allliough ho 
aomotimoa siiooaaded in driving idio onomy out of the treuchos, ho 
was iinablo to nuiinlaiD any temporary advantago. 

The bomhardmonl itself produced but little effect, for the balls of 
the cannon iiioroly bnriod ihomsolvos in tlio mud walls of tlio fort 
without in tho least degree shaking their solidity. On this becoming 
apparent it was deckled to commonco minhig, and Bourguien’s sappers 
advanced to within toa yards of tho crown-work. But meanwhile 
the Bonditioii of affairs within the fort fell from bad to worse. Pro- 
visions waro scarce, and the danger from .shot and shell so coustant 
as not to leave a moment’s rest. The spirit of mutiny appeared 
amongst tho Muhammadan troops, and ninnorous desertions ooeiirrod, 
BO that it was soon apparent that only time was wanting to oomploto 
the tale of Thomas's ruin. 

ISourgoiou now began to intrigue with the garrison in the fort. 
Letters offering them six months’ pay and pormaucnl sorvice under 
the ManUlia (lag ware rolled round arrows and shot over tho ramparts, 
and roplied to by tho aaino mothod. Before long these insidious 
proposals began to boar fruit. T’hore wore still a faithful fow around 
Thomas, but they were in the minority, and Bonrguicn was asBm'ed 
by those he tampered with that in a short time they would be 
able to arrange an accommodation for the fort to be sun'endered and 
its master delivered up. 

But in this the darkest hour of that dark time Joionij Jung found 
in his enemy’s camp hearts touched by Lis splendid spirit, and who 
would not suffer this gallant soldier to become tlio viotini of such foul 
treachery as that premeditated. Lewis Ferdinand Smith, tho two 
Skinners and Maoksnzie were rcspoctahle and honourable men, and 
unable to acquiesce m deeds of shame. Bourguien had boasted how 
ha would ill-use “that blackguard Irishman " wlisn ha once got hold 
of him, vowing ho should be confined in prison, a threat he was quite 
oapablo of oarrying into oxeoutiou. “ But this,’’ writes Skinner, “ was 
language wo did not admu'e, and wo felt indiguanl at this underhand 
treachery, and agreed that it would ho disgraceful if Thomas fell 
through such intrigue." And so these officers, some English, some 
countryhom, waited upon Bourguien and remonstrated against what 
was going on, and, partly by protest, pai'tly by persuasion, prevailed 
upon Mm to allow Tlionias the haiTon honours of a capiilulation, 
pointing out that much more credit would result from such a com'sa 
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than if tlie oud wad Booured by unfair moaus. For a long time 
Ijoni'gLiieu reeistod, but “ one day, altor tiffin, when tlio wine lio had 
tlnmk had put him in high spirits and good humour,” tlicy prosscd 
their point, and at last ho couscntod, ealling out iu hia broken linglish, 
“ 'Well, gentlemen, you do as yon like. I give power. Only ho bo 
one dam Englishman.” 

Thomas was awaro of the coii.spiracy ripening against him, but 
powerless to prevent it. The llajputs still reniiiinod faitlilul, and it 
was hia intention to hold out as long aa it was poasiblo ; but it was 
plain to see that the oud was near, and that nothing eould save him. 
dVliOD, therefore, Gaikaiu Smith was deputed to visit him, under a 
flag of truce, with the offer of honourable terms, Tliomas received him 
with gratitude, and on learning ho had been sent by the whole of Uio 
Eugiisli ofBcare tu save him from dibhonoar, thaukod him and bogged 
ha would return and say any terms the olfioors rocommonded would 
be acoeploJ. After some trouble, Bonrguien was prevailed upon to 
sanction tlio following ; that Thomas should bo penuitlod to depart 
with all hia money and private property to Britieh territory, and hia 
troop.s allowed to inareli out with all thoir private aruia, and tho 
hououi'b of war ; but that everything else iu tho fort was to ho miido 
over to tho victors. 

Titomas'a acceptation of those terms may bo best recorded iu hia 
own words : — 

“ Oousidoring, therefore, that I had entiroly lost my party, and with 
it the hopes of at present subduing my onomios, the Sikhs, and tho 
powers in tho Eronoh intorost ; that I had no oxpootatioii of succour 
from any quarter, Luckwa having gone to Joudiiore ; that if hostilitioa 
continued my resonreos in money would h',wo failed ; in this situation 
I agreed to evneuato the fort." 

And so the curtain fell on tho rale of Joiaruj Jimtj, and the princi- 
pality ho founded. Won hy tho sword, and held by tho sword, it was 
surrendered at the sword’s point. Crowded are its brief but brilliant 
annals with tales of lawless, yet dauntless daring and audaoious energy, 
and fitly closed by tho heroism of the last grand Btruggle, when 
against dangers that ap)palled, and overwhelming munbors that 
crushed, the unconquerable Bpmit of Goorge Thomas resisted for bug 
weeks of unequal strife and constant battle tho might of Perron’s 
power. 

On tho 20lh of Beoembor, 1801, the terms of surrender wore drawn 
out aud signed, aud a cessation of hostilities declared. It was agreed 
that poBsession of the fort shordd bo given np iu two days. Au inter- 
view followed between Bourguieu and Thomas, at the bungalow of 
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the latter, wliioli was situated upon tlie banks of the Umteo tank in 
the town of Hiiusi. AU Bourguien's officers were assemblcfl to receive 
the defeated soldier. His behaviour was dignified aud courteous, and 
he was particularly gracious to the youuger .Sldmier, “ whom ho cm- 
hraced,” and showed him the cut he had received from him on his 
belt dming the fight of the 10th of December. His demeanour had a 
marked effoot on Buiirguieii, who treated him with great politoness and 
invited him and his two officers, Birch aud Ilearsey, to dinner on the 
next day. 

Thomas aecepled the invitation, and about seven o’clock on the 
following evening rode into camp, attended by 50 of his cavolry. 
His lioaring was now greatly changed from that of yesterday, and he 
showed signs of deep dejection, aa though bowed down by the weiglit 
of his misfortunes, At eight o’clock dinner was served in a large tent 
and all sat down. With tlie elnvnlroiiH sympathy all hrovo soldiers 
feol for a fahon foo, Bourguien’s officers fried theii' utmo.st to cheer 
their guest, carefully framing thoir conversation so as to avoid all 
reference to recent events, and ondeavourin," to enlist his interoat in 
other topio.s, Presently the wino began to flow, aud Thomas sought 
comfort in its fickle cheer. By eleven o’clock at night tho whole 
compimy was “ pretty meriy,” aud drinking the liB.ilth of " General 
Perron ” fuid “ George Thomas,” and Thomas himself seemed quite 
happy. 

Suddenly, stirred by some evil and ungenerous iropulRB, Louis 
Bourguien raised liis glass aloft, and from his .seat at the head of tho 
table, called loudly out : “ Lot ns drmk to the success of Perron’s 
arms ! ” 

In a moment the sounds of laughter and oaroiwo died away, and an 
ominous hush succeeded, as thoao present rebelled agaiu.st tho toast 
and in testimony turned their glasses up. 

As Thomas realised the import of that action, and the generous 
sympathy it conveyed, his impulsive Irish nafrire yielded to the iusrrlt, 
and to the condemnation it had evoked, and he hurst into tears. 

But onl.y for a moment. The next he was Jawruj Jung once more, 
fierce and furious. Springing to his feet he confronted the man who 
could thus taunt him in the hour of Jiis misforfrme, and laying his 
hand on his sword hilt, called out to Boorgnien that it was to his own 
ill-fiite Ins fall was duo, aud not to the prowess of the low braggart 
who imsulted liim. Then, drawing his sword and waving it over his 
hoiid, he cried aloud : 

“ One Irish Sword is still sufficient for a hundred Frenohmen.” 

Oru; Irish Sword ! And wlwfc a sword it was. Sikh and Roliilln. 

14 
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Eajpnt and Pathiiii had fled hoforo it. It hiul tliiolcLed the Mughal 
provinces of yaharaupiir from invasion, and reiiistatod tho Witch of 
SarJliaiia on her throno; it had scourged tho lawles.s Mowatti 
clistricis into submission, and established a rulor in rebellious 
Eewari ; Jaipur and Bikauir had paid it tribute, Batiuda had 
bought its clcmonoy, Uariaua know its weight, and CJdaipiu' its 
roach ; it had earned conquest to the banks of the gloaming Sutlej, 
and, but three mouths since, had defeated tho battalions that were 
still known as “ Do Boigne’a." One Irish S'!yo?YZ— sufSoionl for a 
hundred Frenchman, truly, as it flashed out now in tho dimly-lighted 
tent. More than snificient for Louis Boui'guien, who felt the magic 
of its latent power, and in a pwLsy of terror jumped horn his chair, 
aud rushing out of the tent, called for his guard to protect him, 

Thomas’s tiooprcrs, who were outside, crowded in at the first sound 
of high words. For a moment it seomed as though a fight was 
imminent, but the European officers prresont assured them that it was 
“only tho Sahib drunk,” aud bade the men keep off, whilst Thomas in 
the midst kept wildly waving his sword and calling out in 

Hindustani to “ See I sec i how he had made the d d Frenchman 

riui like a jaekal.” 

A dramatic soeue. Picture tho great Irislnuau, swaying to and fro, 
as ho lunges and thrusts with his sword into tho empty air, in the 
intensity of his eseitoment. In his face the flush of wine, iu his oyos 
the glitter of passion, iu his attitude tho ferocity of insulted honour. 
The swarthy troopers, thronging in, press forward with clank of stool 
and angry cries ; the turbaned servants huddle iu tho doorways ; with- 
out tile hun'iod cry to arms, and shouting and confusion swelling tho 
clamour ; within tho tent all have risen from the littered table, and 
are crowding round Thomas, striving to pacify him, whilst he 
wrestles and towers above them, waving his sword aud glaring at tho 
empty oliair from whence the mastor of the feast has fled. 

It required the gi'oatest persuasion to prevail upon him to sheath 
his weapon. The natives were hustled out, aud after Thomas had 
been indnood to resume his scat, it was explained to him that tho 
wine Bourgnien had taken was the cause of his forgetting himself, 
and that no insult had been intended. 'With tho inoonsiatonoy of 
intoxication, Thomas agreed to make it up, whereupon tho Fronehman 
ventm'cd to return, and shaking hands begged Thomas’s pardon, 

Peace being thus restored, the wine flowed again, aud it was soon 
evident that the banquet was degenerating into an orgies. Tho elder 
Skinner was orderly officer of tho day, and seeing how matters wore 
shaping, withdrew and rode off to the town, which was occupied by 
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Eoni''»iiien’s troops, to caution tlie men not to challenge Thomas on 
his I'otui'n to the foi'l. Unfoiimmtoly he omitted to warn the guard 
posted at tlie sonlh-eaatern gate, which was the one Thomas entered 
by, and in oousegnenee on the arrival of the latter about midnight, 
be was sainted with the nsiiiil eballengo “ Who-Kum-Dar ? ’’ 

“ Sahih Baliailur I " (the great master), was the reply from 
Thomas’s troopers, that being tho name hy which ho was always 
known. 

Tho sentry replied that ho knew of no Sahib Bahadur, and could 
lot no one pass without permission from his olBcer. Thomas hoard 
this, and tinning round to his men asked them, 

" Could any one have stopped Sahib Bahadur at this gate hut one 
month ago ? '' 

“ No, no ! ” they answered, with the effnsivo conenrreneo typical of 
the nallvo character. Whereupon Thomas dismounted, and drawing 
his sword, made a slash at tho poor sentiy and cut off his right hand. 
The guard immediately fell in and Thomas’s life was in danger, but 
just at this moment Skinner came up and further mischief was 
avoided. 

lie found Thomas staggering up and down, his naked sword in his 
liand, and Hearsay and several of his troopera trying to lay hold of 
Mm. At length one of tho latter caught him from beliind, and ho 
was disarmed. Ha then submitted to ho placed in a palauguin, and 
in this conveyance tho Lord of Haasi was carried into his fort for the 
last time. 

The nest morning, on recovering his senses, Thomas learnt from 
Honi'sey what had happened. Whereupon he sent for tho trooper he 
had maimed and gave him Ila.500, and ivroto to Bourguien apologising 
for his conduct, 

Alas, for that Irish sword ! The pity that it should he sullied by 
the stain of this cowardly act. In all his excesses Tliomas never 
plumbed a deeper degradation of driidi than this pitiable incident 
displays. Would that, if happen it must, it liad happened on any 
other night than that on which, in a flash of deflanoo tliat lifted 
him high above his misfortunos, ho bearded Bourguien at his own 
table, and claimed for his li'i>sh sword that it was still sufficient for a 
himdred Brenohmon ! 



OHAPTEB X. 


THE death and CnAUAUTEP. OF OEOliaE TnOMAH. 

1802. 

O N the of Decomber, 1801, Gcor^o TJiomn'? ovfieiKitefl ITAiisi, 
aucl thi'oo (lays later, niulcr cseoii of a battalion of Bourpiien’.'? 
infantry command etl by Captain Smith, glartod. for Aimpshalir — the 
very place from which ho had commenced his advonlurons oiiroer exactly 
eight years before. ITg carried with him the wreck of his fortune, to 
the value of about ono lakh of riipecR, in money, jovrelry, shawls and 
other property, and waa accomptaniod by hie wifo and family. 

Prom Aiiupsliahr Tbomaa proceedod by river to Benares, which he 
renobsd in bfareh. Hero ho mot the Governor-gonoral’s Hoot of 
boats on its way to Lucknow, and was invited by Lord 'VVellesloy to 
an interview, in the ooirrso of which Thomas afforded tho G overnor- 
general a great d(3al of valuable information about tho countries 
beyond Delhi, and the strongth of tho armies of the native princes in 
the woBtorn parts of India, In connection with this mooting thoro is 
a oharaotoristio anejodote recorded, which must not be omitted. In 
ordar to illustrate Thomas's romarlcs a map of India was laid on tho 
table, in which, as was and is still customary, the British po.ssoseions 
were coloured red. On this being explained to Thomas, ho swept his 
great hand across the chart from end to end with tho emphatic 
comment, “ All this ought to he red 1 ” 

Therein breathed tho true spirit of Joiotvj Jimg. Bed that mapi 
was destined to bo, and the groat statesman ho addressod little 
snspjeeted how soon. And in this counootion it is enrions to ohaorvo 
that nearly forty years later, Eanjit Singh, tho old Lion of Lahore, 
made an almost identical ohsorvation under similar eircmnslanoCB, 
for whan a map of India happened to bo placed before him and the 
theory of its colouring explained, he fixed on it that one penetrating 
eye of his, “ which was erpual to any other man’s two eyes,’' ainl 
almost in Thomas’s words remarked, “ It will all he red soon,” 
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Thomas remaiiioil some time at Bouares arraugiug liia affaii's, and 
it was here that ho dictated his memoirs to Captain FraucUin. “ He 
pi’opoused,” writes his biographer, “ to deliver his informatiou in the 
ror.sian language, adding, tliat from constant use, it had become 
moro familiar to him than hia native tongue. This offer, for obvious 
reasons, was doelined ; but it proves Mr. Thomas’s capacity under 
every disadvautaga arising from a want of regular educ.ation, and I 
have no hesitation in declaring my opiinion tliat if Mr. Thomas had 
found leisure to cultivate his mind, hia progress in the most usofnl 
branches of literature would have been surprisingly rapid. Ho spoke, 
wrote, and road the Hindustani and Peraiftn languagos with un- 
common fluency and preeision.” 

It was Thomas's wisli to retma to Ireland with liia family and 
fortuno, and pass his daj's in retirement in his native land. Witli 
this aim in view he loft BenaroB, and commenced his journey to 
Oaloutta by river. But misfortimcs had broken his daring mind and 
impaired hia robust constitution, and ho succumbed, a victim to his 
own fatal weaknesa, on tho 22u(l of August, 3803, in the forly-skth yoar 
of his age. Hu died near tho military cantonment of Ijahriimpnr, in 
tho hurjiug ground of which place his remains were interred. 

Captain Franoklin states that a monument wa.s being erected to 
Thomas’s memory at tho time when he was finiBhiiig his memuk’g, 
Anxious to include in those pages the epitaph which liis contemporaries 
placod over G-eorgo Thomas, particular eudoavouns liavo been madu 
to socuru tho same, hut without success. “ I havo searched every 
couietery in Borhampur, English and Butch,” writes an csloorucd and 
courteous correspondent, “hut no trace of George ThomaB’a tomb can 
ho found. In the cemetery now iu use there are many old tombs 
without any name plates left on them : tho plates havo fallen onl, and 
where they have hoen picked up whole, they havo been inserted in 
the wall. I have no donbt that Mr. Thomas’s plate has fallen out 
and boon broken— if it ever existed.” Tho iEustratiou shows tho pro- 
bable site of his grave. , 

In appoaranoe Thomas was a singularly fine and tall man, .standing 
upwards of six feet iu height, and his limbs and body were ma.ssivo 
and well pcoportionod. Ills constitution was nu iron one, and his 
phy.sical slrength enormous, whilst his dexterity with the sword was 
such that he could decapitate a bullock with a single stroke, llis 
countenanoo was hold and open, and iris hearing manly and erect. 
“ From the constant and active use of hia limbs, during his long and 
arduous warfare” writes Francklin, “ho had contracted a cortuin 
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elevation of the liead, which gave him au air of BtillhoBS, but, at tliu 
Bumo time, added to hie martial appearance, and Boomed to indicate 
somottiing of the iutrcpndity of spiirifc which wholly p)ossesBcd hia 
conduct to the last hour of his life.” 

The life which was brought to a premature doss at Bahrampuir 
presents a strange admixtoe of strength and wealmoss, and tho 
contrast enables ns to see the actual clay of which the man was 
moulded. Although this circum&tance may dispel much of tho 
glamour that surrounds Thomas’s romantic career, tho knowledge 
of his frailty heightens our astoubshmcnl at his achievement. 
I’or it reveals the fact that this fearless Irishman, who, cutting him- 
self adrift from all cominnnicatiou with his follow-oountrymcn, 
pluiigad into an unknown land, raised himself from tho position of a 
private eoldior in a native army to tli.at of an indepomlent pirinoo, 
waged iudi.serimiuato war, hivadod foreign territories, fought battles, 
stormed fortresses, and pillaged towns, premeditated the ooiipost of 
tho Paiijali, aud pitted his strength against Perron when the latter 
was in the zenith of Iiis power— this Irishman, wo find, was a very 
human hero after all. Prom tho summitof his siiocess aa imlopondont 
ruler of Hansi and self-olcotod scourge of the Sikh states, it is a deep 
drop into the abyss of that fatal fortnight at Qeorgogarh, and an 
acquaintance with these facts creates a wonder, not how lie rose but 
how he fell. Wo find it, indeed, more diflioult to niulorstand his 
exhibition of weakness than his display of strength, 

There is, of course, very much that is nnrecorded in Thomas’s life. 
FrancMin’s mamoh’ is, at best, a mere smmnary of facta, without a 
comment or an explanation ooncoiled. ’What Thomas did — lie did. 
No analysis of motive elucidates his actions, even when they are 
most lawless. Perhaps it is better so. It is to be feared tliat tho 
philosophy of Joimuj Jwig savourotl too much of "the good old plan” 
to permit of his history being too closely sorntiniaod. 

But passing from his motives to liis deeds there comes to ua umoh 
that compels our admiration. The romaiiceful pages of Indian 
advontnro contain no epic more stirring than that of George Thomas. 
Whether he is striding forward to conquest, or standing defiant in 
re.sistancc ho amazes us with his prodigious doling and his un- 
conquerable resolution. Without a single advantage of birth or 
eduealion, without moans aud without friends, ho fought his way to 
Buecess. Suffering in its aciitest form from an. Irishman’s iiTQsistihlo 
propensity for fighting, Thomas’s Indian career was one prolonged 
battle. Never resting for one moment on his arms, he faced about 
from one victory or repulse, only to attack another foe. Nothing 
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ilismayacl him, nothing Btopped him. He led his fl,ving columns 
thirty, forty, and fifty miles a day into the heart of an enemy’s 
country ; ho sacked -villages of their cooking-pots and hoiiBehold 
utensils for metal to cast him cannon ; he seldom saw a fortress but 
ho stormed it there and then ; never met a foo hut ho forthwith 
offered flglit. He did not know what it -was to be defeated, and was 
most daugerouB when other men would have been most despairing. 
And yet, willi all his lust of battle and his l.wless extravagance, 
tliere comes, ever and anon, some strangely touching incidont to 
reveal the finer nature of the man, as when we find him forgiviug a 
treacherous master, championing a deposed prince, or assisting some 
weak and oppressed womau in her distress, with a nobility of 
charaoter, a disintereatadness of design, and a chivalry of feehug that 
would have become many a bettor man. 

Let flontempoi'ary opinion speak for Thomas’s character. 

“ Thonjiis was formed by nature,” writes Captain Franckliu, ” to 
oxecuto the boldest designs, and though uncultivated by education he 
possessed a native and inherent vigour of mind, which (pniBfied 
hhn for tho performance of groat actions, and i)laced him on a leval 
with distiiiguishod officers of his day. His knowledge of the dill'eront 
Iribos and nations that composed tho ulterior of tho vast ponmsula 
of India was vatioas, extensive and correct, and no man, perhaps, 
over mors thoroughly studied, or properly apipreeiated tho Indian 
charaetor at large, In his mannera ho was gentle and iuoffeasivo, 
and possessed a natural politeuos.s, and evinced a disposition to 
pilense, superior to most men. lie was a loyal subject to his king, 
and a real and sincere woll-wishor to the prosperity and permanauco 
of the British Empire in tho Bast. Ho was open, generous, charit- 
able and humane, and his boluwiom' towards tho families of those 
pjorsons -who fell in his service evinces a benevolence of heart, 
and a pliilanthropy of sphit highly honoiu’able to his character. 
But with tlieso good qualities tho imp.irtiality of history flemantls 
that we should slate his on'ors, and ondoavour to di.seover soma 
shades in a charaoter otherwise sidendid. A (piiiokncBa of temper, 
liable to frequent agitation and the ebullitions of hasty wrath, not 
unfreiiuoutly rondored his appiearancc ferocious; yet this only occurred 
in instances when tho conviviality of his temper ob.scnred his reason, 
and for this, on conviction, no man was ever readier to make every 
aekuowledgmont and ropirti’ation in libs power. Porfoot oorreetuess of 
conduct cannot be expected from a character like the ou6 under con- 
sidoratian, as a seclusion from civilisod life and long absence from tha 
oxeroise of those duties which cuustitutu tho cliicf aujoymeut of social 
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liappiness, musl iiece&sarily have liuctund llio luannei'f, of llio man 
with some porlion of the spirit of llie barbarians with whom ho was 
so lony intimate. Upon the wliole, howovor, wo may be justified in 
remarking that on a review of Uie life and actions of tljis very e.vtrn- 
onliuary niim, it is difficult which most to admire— tho intrepidity of 
spirit by which ho wfls incited to the porforiiiiiuco of actions which, by 
their offeet, raised him from the condition of a private subject to runli; 
and distinction among princes, or the wonderful and iincomtuon at- 
tachment generally exhibited towavibs his person and interest by tho 
natives of every description who fought and conquered with him In 
his long and arduous career, and whoso assislaueo exalted him for a 
time to a height ul respectability and oonsoyuouco that seldom falls to 
the lot of an individual.” 

In these lines Captain Priurcldiu has laboured much to disguise 
Thomas’s failings ; hut reading carefully between them it is easy to 
recognise the particidar vices and shortcomings they indicate, No 
one could believe the debauch of Ueorgogavh was a new and sudden 
folly ; it was, alas, the climax of a long coiu'se of dissipation. And 
for the rest it is enough to mention that Thomas so far conformed to 
the customs of the country as to keep a harem. After his death an 
exceedingly numerous progeny found an asylum at Sardhaua, through 
the indulgeuco and charity of tho Uogum Somru, only in process of 
liiuo to become merged in tiro native popukdion of tho country ; 
although one, who boro his father's name, rose to the position of an 
officer in her army. 

The following testimony of Lewis hordinand tlmith is, porhaps, 
more valuable than that of Captain Francklin, for he was brought 
into earlier and more intimate relations wiUi Thomas. 

'* Thomas wtis a bold, ontorprising adventurer, who stepped over 
difficulties which wotdd have disheartened many daring minds. He 
was coarse and illiterate, but his courage was undaunted, Iris perso- 
verance inviuciblo, and his activity indefatigable. lie had a strong 
judgment, cautions prudence, and groat natural powers, was generous 
and hospitable, and often insitmating from iuolinatioii : and his ambi- 
tion roquh-ed the operation of aU these throe qualities. All ambitions 
characters must be generous : it is one of the most powerful iustru- 
nieuts to forward their views. Thomas’s ooiiduct had been sur- 
prisingly admirable until the luoineul when he required the oxerlion 
of all his uncommon poAvers. At this ci-itieal muiuont lie failed, nucl 
failed astonishingly. I can only ascribe it to his being confoiiudod at 
the diflieidties which opposed him, to his want of Europoim officers, 
and to tho treachery of his native commanders. 
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“I was intimately noi|n,iiiitcJ witli him, and had asinooi'o rospeofc foi' 
his obfii'actor, With sumo oddities, and jnaiiy singularitios, ]io was 
an iiucominoD cbaractei', and his cxetlions towarda station, power, 
I'iolies and glory, woro still more uncommon, lie was extraordinarily 
aiubi Lions, which was the principal causo that led to liis rniu. He 
would ho all or nothing. To .ssivc under the orders of another was 
an inglorions doxioudonco in Ids eslimation of things. Courage ho 
possessed to an eminent degree, and ho corlaiuly had abilities, if a 
clear head, a solid Judgment, and an acuto dLscorument can he called 
by that name.” 

To Thomas’s military talents several competent critics have borne 
te.sthnoiiy. "Writes a oontrihutor in the Cakulla Beview : — ‘'Wo find 
this uneducated and dissipated adventurer casting guns at Hansi, 
strengthening his fiauhs in action agaiii.st large bodies of cavalry with 
abhatis, and altogether domcaniug him.self as a soldier in a mamior 
that would have done credit to the school of 'WoUinglou and Na]) 0 - 
leou," And another in the same journal: “This remarkahlo man, 
by (lint of porsovorance, military sdiill, and great personal valour, 
carved out for himself a 'email principality, and had there boon only 
natives to contend against would have hold it. In him was pro- 
omiuontly displayed (ho energy of cliaracter which diBlinguishcs tlio 
Euroxioau from the Asiatic. Wo find him rofirsing to desert the cause 
of Irioud.s, briugiug into subjection a district previously uncontrollable, 
building forts, easting cannon, and training levies. 'To support the 
widow of a Mahumodan prince, who had appealed to him for help, he 
marched througli a ho.stilo country, in open wiu'faro ^vith tho chiefs of 
it, whom ho defeated in moro than one battlo, and ho was tho first 
Englishman to plant his foot on tlio hanks of the Sullez, although 
that honour is usually ascribed to Lord Lake.” 

Colonel Janies Tod, tho author of “The Annals of Eajaa’than," thus 
summarises Thomas’s oharaclorin tho pages of the Asiatic Journal: 

“In Thomas was seen tho union of wild ouovgy, eoiiaidorablo fore- 
sight, and daring intrepidity, with gigantic form and strougtb, which 
plaeod him among tlie most conspicuous of all who carved their way 
to fortune in that wild field. Nor is there any reasonnblo doubt that, 
but for tho brilliant close of his oaroor in the uuonual but unavoidable 
contest with I’urrou, ho would have made Lahore his capital, b'or 
the Hikhs ijiiailpcl boforo tho name of T'lioiaas, who spoke of them as 
fioidiors with contempt, and treated them to hard knocks. "With 500 
of liis Itohilla cavalry ho would at any tiiao have dispo.sed of thrice 
that iiumber of Silih iiorso.” 

This long li.s't of guotationa may bo ooucludod by an extract from 
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the Edinhmrjh Review. “ If wo can forgive Thomas what, at that 
time and under his circnrastauoBS, was rarely iioconutod a crime, tliiit 
lie shed blood, and that very largely, in the quarrels of others with 
which he had no concoin, and that ho manifested very violent out- 
liursts of temper, we shall still, to do him justice, be obliged to admit 
that liB displayed many and very striking traits of generosity and 
bouevolenco ; that ho was scrupulously true to bis ougagemoutB ; that 
he never deserted or helraj'cd a friend or an ally ; and that ho pos- 
sessed in an uncommon measure those nohlo qualities which secured 
to him the devoted attachment of all, of wlmtsoevor raeo, who served 
under him.” 

In estimating the character and eoi'eor of George Thomas, after a 
lapse of nearly a hundred yoars, we must divest ourselves of many 
modern ideas, and judge him Ly tho standard of the times in which 
he lived, and tho socnes in winch he laboured. They were harbaroua 
times aud savage scenes. In the world which ho penetrated, only tho 
strongest arm and sharpest sword, tho shrowdost brain aud least 
sorupidous oonseionoo, mot with success. Moral obligations wore 
unknown in the Martith^. Empire. 'The othioa of the suns of Sivaji 
wore simple, Might was right, and the end justified the menus. 

Tljo starting point from which Thomas began his career did not 
qualify him for ths exhibition of any extraordinary virtue or forbear- 
ance, A common sailor at tho end of tho last century was familiarised 
to despotism and tyranny. His personal lihoity extended no fnrthor 
than tho bail of the press gang ; his professional duties wore iuouloated 
and exacted with a Spartan severity ; and ho was rendered callous of 
life by tho cheerful way in which ho was called on to kill or bo Idllod. 
At a time when the high seas sv/armed with privateers and pirates, 
tho lawlessness of maritime wariare was notoriuns, and battle and 
cliasB woru the eondition.s, not tho exoeptioiiH, of naval life. This was 
the school in which George Thomas was educated, and in scrutinising 
his couduot and his humanity, wo must roinemhor that he sprang 
from the lowest strata of society in a civilised country, whore men 
were trauspjorted for ptilforiug trifles, aud hung for stealing alieop. 
Tlio brutality of the represaivo laws of the eightoeuth century exceeded 
tho brutality of those who broke lliciu, and if Thomas hold lifo cheap 
in war, tho coiiutry ho helonged to hold it oheapev in peace. 

To pass from Tliouias’s merits as a man to hi.s claims ns a soldier is 
a pleasant transition. Ho was !i horn leader, a gonornl by intuition. 
Ho enjoyed the precious gift of endearing men to his person, making 
them nob merely soldiers but aoalota in his cause, lie inspired eon- 
fidenoo, oourags, aud enthusiasm. Ho could rally panie-slrickon 
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baltalious by tlio magic of his presence, and lead them to victory 
where they had but just fallen hack in defeat. His troops followed 
him, without question or concern, on distant and has.-irdons entor- 
pvisoa into regions terrible with vngno dangers and iniknown risks. 
In the record of his military achievements it is difficult to particiilari.se 
any as more brilliant than the rest, hnt taking them at haphazard, 
and as they occur to the running pen, what more dashing episode 
could be adduced than his isolated figlit at Fatehpur ? what more 
masterly retreat than his withdrawal from Udaipiu- ? what more 
vigorous advance than his invasion of the Sutloj states ? and, above and 
beyond all, what more daflaiit and heroic resistance than that which 
his invincible resolution rendered possible at Georgegarh and Hansi ? 

To oomplete the estiniato of his military abilities contrast the con- 
ditions under which he fought and conquered with those existuig in 
modern warfare, In the Sikhs, Eajputs and Ilindnstauis, whom 
Thoma.s engaged, lie found enemies iia brave and daring as any exist- 
ing in the present day. fie met them on a oommon ground with 
common arms. His superiority Jay in his genius and Ills gallantry, 
not in machine guns and breach-loaders. The troops ho led wore 
composed of the same elements ns the troops ho conquered ; they 
possoseod no leaven of British bayonets. The niusltots ho manu- 
factured and the cannon ho cast were not a whit hotter than those 
whose muzzles were pointed towanls him. The forts he stormed and 
oaptnrod wore stronger by nature than the redoubts he erected to 
reduce them, or the armed camps ho defended, The leagues ho 
marched were trudged on foot, ofttiinos through unexplored oountriea 
and traokless deserts, where the sun by day and the north star by 
night guided his daring course ; no koopshipa or transport trains 
delivered him on the confines of an enemy’s country, siu'veyed and 
mapped for campaign, A commissariat system and a luodioal staff 
entered not into the philosophy of his warfare. It was not Uie for- 
tuitous advantages of money, a superior equipment and [Oi advanced, 
civilisation that enabled him to overcome mimerieal superiority, but 
his own single intelligenco and valonr. N o hope of public appreciation 
or reward spurred him on to effort ; ho was sustained only by bis own 
dauntless resolve, li'ar beyond the farthest ken of his fellow- coimtiy- 
meji Goorgo 'Thoma.s at Hansi wa.s tho splendid solitary aflyance 
picket of English Empire in the Panjab. 

Surely when we reflect on what ho did, we may acquit him of his 
lawlossue.ss and Jbrgivo his frailty. 'Who can help but adinirs this 
reokloBs, rosolato Irishman, as ho omeiges breathless out of tlie great 
tumult of his times, and pdauts his foot upon the walls of Hansi ? 
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WhoEo heart can reuiaiu uiilhrjlleil wlieu, with a touch that con- 
quora it, Georgo Thoinns, hegirt with enomios, fallen aiitl dofoated, 
draws Ilia Iii&h sword and hurls doflanco at his French oonquoror 
And who can help hut lovo this rag-abond ndronlaivi' ivhen ho fliveops 
his great Inuul athwart the map ot India, and vows it should all be 
rod i* 

To-day that map ia all red. It is dyed deep with the blood of 
conquered Marathii, Afgliau, Sikh, Bajput, Jlughal, Sindian, Biibichi, 
Iiobilla, Gurkha, and Bnruicse. With eea.sole6s spread, the omhlom- 
atic colour has inci'easod and covered all. What thou if Jawriij Junij 
swept his iioighLour’s borders in foray, or seized a district and prro- 
claimed his rule ? Shall wo eoudouin him with that map befora us ? 
Let iia not seek our own jnatilication, nor question his. Lot it 
snflioe that in our I’anjab I’roviuee, whore poaocfiil tillage has followed 
perpetual warl'avo, and hattlo-fielda have been turned into qniot 
pastme lauds, (ho sphit of British adveiitiiro was typified by George 
Thomas, tho van of British Conquest wa.s lod by Joiuruj Jung. 
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CHAPTER I. 

HIS HIUTH AND EAEI.Y CARHKlt. 

1755-I70fi. 

T ee events I'ecoi'dod in the procedin" pages will have made the 
name of Porron familiar to the reader, and the time has now 
como to deal with the career of this adventiiver. Bid iu order to do so 
satisfactorily, it is necessary to go hack a little and bring his history 
up to the poini when Be Boiguo resigned the command of tho army 
of Hmdustan, and theroafter ooiitinno the narrative which was 
interrupted by the interpolation of the life of George Thomas. 

Pierre Ciiillier, bettor known to history as General Perron, was 
horn in 1755 at Chateau du Loire, Sarthe, Franco. His father was a 
cloth moi'ohaut, who failed in husiiiBas whilst Perron was yet in Ms 
teens, and the hoy was early thiwn upon his own resources. After 
making a fruitless appeal for assistance to a rich relative, Perron 
determined to trust to his own endeavours, and early in 1774 laid out 
his modest capital in a spoeulative investment of handkerohiofe, and 
sot out for Nantes with the object of dispo-sing of thorn, Not meeting 
with snocosB in this venture, he deserted commerce, and obtained a 
situation in tho camion fomidry at Nantes, where he mastered the 
leolmicalities of easting guns. Ho then enlisted in a regiment of 
volunteers under orders for tho Isle of Francs, where he arrived iu 
tho same year. Later on he appears to have transferred his services 
to the navy, for in 1780 he eame out to India, aoeorcling to ono report 
as a common sailor, to another os a petty oflioer on board the French 
frigate Sardine, under the famous Admiral Suffrein. The period was 
one when French military adventurers were welcomed in the native 
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states of Sontliom India, and it was doubtless a tnowladge of tliia fact 
that iiidncoil PeiTon to desert liis ship, in oompany with three of his 
iiiBssmatoa, and laud on the Malabar coast. Making hia way into 
the interior, ho Jom-noyod np country until ho reachod Upper India, 
where, alrout the year 1781, lie entered the Kaua of Goliad’s corps, 
cominamlfld by tho Scotchman Saiigater, undoi' whom there were 
two otlior Europeans serving, Tom Legge, and Michael Piloao. 

Pierre Cuillier now discarded his piatronymic and assumed the 
iiom de guerre of Perron, which was tho diminutive form of his 
Christian name. This fashion of adopting a Christian name or alias 
on entering the employ of the country princes was a common one at 
the period. Thus Walter Eeiuhard heoanie Summors, which was 
corrupted into Sombre, and so, in native spooeh, to Somru. George 
Heg&ing was known as Forus SaJiih, Louia PiOurguiGu, as Looec 
SaJiih, George Thomas as tho Jcha:d ScMh, and James Bhophord as 
James Sa?nb. People who retained their surnames suffered clroaclful 
atrocities at tho lips of the natives. Eohert Sntliorland, for instance, 
was known as Sutluj Sahih, and Captain Symes as StmTc Scihih, 
while Captain Brownrigg was oven more unfortunato, for his 
patronymic was twisted into Burrandeo SaMb, The designation that 
Perron assumed was itself corrupited by native pronunciation into 
Pearoo Sahib—a not altogether happy one for its possessor, sinoo 
Pcoroo is tho Hindustani for a turkey. 

Perron began his new career in a very humble capacity, and it was 
not until two years had passed that he rose to non-BommiBsioned 
rank. It is probable his first introduction into the native service was 
as an artilleryman, or at best an overseer in Sangster’s foundry. 
Bub his oircumstanceB enabled him to marry, and ho was united 
to a Mdlle. Deridon, whoso family resided at Pondichery and whoso 
brother “ a half-caste Frenchman" was a military adventurer in 
Upper India. 

Upon tho defeat of the E.^ua of Gohad and the disbandment of his 
battalion, Perron entered a corps, commanded by an officer named 
Lestineau, in tho service of tiro Jilt Elijah of Bhartprar, obtaining an 
airpointment aa quartermaster-sergeant on a pay of Eb.OO a monfii. 
This was probably about tho yoar 1784. He remained in the service 
Bome time, and was pnesent at the battles of Ghaksaua and Agra, and 
assisted in the ooeupation of Delhi by tho Marathas in 178f), whan his 
chief was in alliance with Uadlioji Sindhia, It was on tliis occasion 
that Lestineau, having been detached to assist in the pursuit of 
Ohuliim Kiidir at Meerut, possessed himself of that person’s saddle- 
bags, which were filled with jewels looted from the palace at Delhi, 
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and with this plunder and tho regimental pay due to his hattalion 
absconded, leaving his corps under the charge of his second iu 
command, Moiis. J. Pillot, who iirovcd unogiial to the task of koopiug 
tlia exasperated soldiery in order, for they miilmied directly they 
heemne aware of Leatinean's flight, and wore in oonsociuonce dis- 
banded by Madheji Siudhia's ordora. 

Perron being time thrown out of employment applied for sernce to 
Biina KhAn, a general of high standing in Siudhia’s army. From thia 
chief he received the command of a battalion, which was, however, 
soon broljen up, and Perron found himself once again adrift on the 
world. A friend named Montigny now interested himself on his 
behalf, and recommended him to the Bognm Somru for employment, 
hut as that lady’s military force was fifteen months in ai'rears of pay 
at this time, she did not feel justified in increasing her establishment, 
and Perron found his application nusnccessful, despite the veiy 
strong recommendations ha had received. Tliis was in 1790, by 
which time ho had been moro than nine ye.ar8 in India, and was 
apparently little further advanced in life than when he first sought his 
fortune in the East. 

Cut now came the turning point of his career. General De Coigns, 
who had recently been commissioned by Modhoji Sindhin to raise his 
First Brigade, was looking out for officers. Perron was personally 
known to him, and he had formed a favourahlo opinion of bis 
capacity as a brave soldier, and an artisan skilled in the work of a 
cannon foundry. So ho appointed him captain-lieutenant in the 
new Brigade, and gave him. the command of the Burhanpiir 
hattalion. 

PeiTon soon ingratiated himself with his chief by Ms courage, 
activity and great punotuality in his duties. He was a subordiuate 
after Do Boigiie’s heart, being diligent, energetic and indefatigable, 
finding a pleasure in his work, and taking a pride in bruiging his 
hattalion to the highest pitch of offleicncy and discipline. 

Towards the end of 1790 there occurred tho campaign against tho 
princes of Jaipur and Jodhpur, which witnessed tho battles of Piltan 
and Merla. Perron was present at both, and at the former 
particularly distiugnishod himself. When Da Boigne returned to 
headquarters, Perron was loft behind to settle the newly annexed 
district of Ajmh.', and thia task he carried out with considerable 
ability. In 1792 he mai'ohed hack to the Dodb, but was soon solacted 
for further special employment. Do Boigne bad clstermined to 
reduce tho fort of Kanannd, which still Ireld out against the Mardthd 
rule, and sent I’arron with four battalions to capture it. 
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Kaufimiil was an oxcoetlinftly Bti’oii" fovti'oss in tiie Uewari torritoi'y, 
null lind fciimaiiy tieeu lioltl by Nnjaf Knli Khan, one of llic Icfiiliii" 
cobles at the conit of tlio oiupsi-or Shah ’AlanJ. On JSTaJiif Khan's 
decease the iwsaession of the fort passed to bis widow, who, when De 
Boigue Riimmoxicd her to surrender, seemed inclined to obey, for, 
txefore bia death, her Imsband bad specially warned her not to attempt 
to resist the general. But wliUst nogotiatious wore going on a new 
ally suddenly came to her assistance. This was none other than 
Ismail Beg, who after the battle of Marta, had submitted to the 
M.ariitha rule, and, it is said, accepted .service under Sindhia. But his 
Bympathies wore always with the old reyime, and ITollcar, aware of 
this, instigated liim to revolt, pointing out tho excellent opportunity 
that offered of joining forces with Najaf Khan's Begum. Tlii,s 
artifice, by w'hieh Takuji Holkar lioped to weaken his rival Sindhia, 
and so improve his own xwospects in nindustan, was a very trans- 
parent one; but tho shallowest excuse was snflioient to tompt tho 
gallant Mughal noble to strike another blow for the Faith, and he 
accepted tho suggestion with avidity. Eenouneing bis allegianeo to 
Sindhia, he wrolo to tho Begum to hold out against tho oonq.xxoror 
of their common country, aud hurried to lior assistance with an 
army of 20,000 men and !10 guns. 

Upon hearing of this Da Boigno oi'derod Porron to advance with 
all spaed, give battle to Ismail Bog, and bring him in dead or alive. 
Marohmg to Kanannd, Perron found tho allies encamped under the 
walls of the fori, and at oiico engaged them. It was the first 
important batllo in which ho held chief command, mid ho acqiiittod 
himself very creditably. In less than two hours ho inflietod a severe 
defeat on llio enemy, killing 2,000 of them, oapturing all their gims 
and driving Ismail Beg and his beaten troops into tho fort for 
shelter. 

The siege of tho place was now undertaken, hut I.smiul Beg, 
although vamiuishod in open fight, maintained a br.avo dofouco for 
four months. The thielmoss of the mud ivalls of Kanaimd proved 
impervious to Perron’s battering train, and ho was unahlo to offect a 
jiraoticablo breach, whilst his stoength in men was ineuflieient to talce 
the stronghold by assault. It seemed as though the blockade would bo 
a very slow basiness, when an accident oectirted which aoceloratcd it. 
One day the Begum, whilst playing a game of chess with an eunneb, 
was killed by a chance stone shot, whereupon the garrison booamo 
disheartoiied and lirolte into mutiny against Ismail Beg, who bad 
' been insti'iimental in porBU,ading their late mistress to resist. Hoping 
to gain more favourable terms for tljemsolves Lhoy conspired to 
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deliver liim up to tbo besiegcrfl, but this plot coming to bis ears, 
Ismail Ileg anticipated tlieir action by suiTcudering to PeiTuii, who 
promised on his own faith and that of Ue Iloigiie’s to spare Ids life, 
and hoilQlirably redeemed his word despite Madhoji Siiidliia’s wrath 
and opjpositioii. 

During the niege of Kanauud an accident happened to I’erron which 
luaimod him for life. AVliilst experimenting vvdth some Laud grenades 
one of them brurst as he was in the act of throwing it, and bo 
shattered his hand that he was obliged to .submit to amputation, and 
thereafter he was often known among the natives as EkduH, or The 
Ouo-handod. Dut liis success at Kanaimd was rewarded hy his 
promotion to tho rank of major, and on the creation of l>c Doigno’s 
Second Brigade, he was appointed to the command of it, Major 
Ii’iemoiit, as senior offiosr, obtaining that of the First. Thus in less 
than throe years from tho date of bis entering Sindhia’.s service, 
Perron found himself in a post almost analogous to that of a general 
of division, and with a force of 6,000 infantry, 600 cavaliy, and 40 
giuis under hi.s command, whilst his pay and umolnmtnts wore 
probably not less than Us,2,Q00 a mouth. This was a rapid and 
wonderful rise for a man who bad hut recently been fruitlessly 
seeking service, and lamenting the loss of an employment that 
brought him iu Es.72(J a year. 

During the rest of this year and in the early part of 171)0 Perron 
was associated with Ambaji Inglia and Kana Khiin iu the subjuga- 
tiun of Mowar, and assisted iu cstablisliiug the former us Siibahdar or 
lord lieutenant of that dislriot. Madhoji Siudliia liiraself accom- 
panied the army engaged iu this W'ork, and whoa tho objects of tho 
expedition were completed, marched to Poouah, whilst Perron and his 
Brigade returned to headquarters in Ilindnstan, But he wn.s not 
allowed to remain hero long, for early in 17U4 ha was transferred 
to the command of tho First Brigade and ordered to the Deccan 
to strengthen Sindhia's position there. Before he arrived, however, 
that prince was dead and succeeded hy his nephew, Daiilat B-do 
Sindhia, whose peaceful sueoessiou was in a great measure due to the 
opportune aii'ival in the month of March of Perron and his ten fine 
battalions, 

In the following year there came to Perron one of those oppor- 
tunities which, if rightly used, often lay the foundations of futiiro 
groatness. A disagreement had long existed between the Marathas 
and the Nizam of Haidarabad, relative to a claim for clmti or tribute, 
demanded by tho former and long resisted by the latter. The sum 
had now increased to nearly throe millions sterling, and Niina 
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Faniiwis, tbe I’obhw.Vs prime tninister, ilctemiiucil to o\aot it, and 
called upon tlio Kizam for au immecliato settlcmont. An angry and 
iaiiiltiug tuiairer was returned, which was iuimediatoly lollowod )jy a 
doolaration of war, and hi Jauuiuy, 173.), both powers took the field. 

The Posliwa was assisted by bis tributary chiefs. Baulat itilo 
Sindliin supplied the htrongobt coiitiugeut, which inchidod Do Doigue’s 
b’ii'st Drigade under I’oi'roii, Michael Filose’s iudopendout corps of sis 
battalions, and Colonel John Hcssing’n of four, and a largo force of 
irregular oaralry. Takoji Holkar sent a brigade of four battalion.^ of 
regular iuf'auliy under tho Chevalier Uiidrcnoo, who had beou oom- 
iiiissioiied to raise and diflcipliiio another corps after his disastrous 
defeat ill Lakliairi. Eaghoji Ehoiisla, tho Eajah of Derar, and other 
lesser eliicfe of tho jDcccau sent in ooutingouts, and the allied army 
uumhered 140,000 men, of whom 21,000 woro diseiplinod infantry. 
Diuilal Euo yiudliia took eouiniand of his own troops in poivseii, but 
tho actual direotion in tho field was left to Perron. 

To oppo-se this forniidablo host the Nizam Ali Khan collootcd an 
army of 110,000 men, including 17,000 disciplined infantry, of wliioli 
11,000 were under the coiiimaud of Colonel Piaymond, a French olhoor 
of high character and ropiiLo, and the remaining C,0U0 bolorigod to two 
indepoudeut corps oonuuauded by an American named Eoyd, and an 
Englishman named Einglass. 

Upon the 11th of March, 1795, the two armies met near a plaoo 
called Purinda, whithor the Nir.am was marching from Karilla, hy 
which naiuo the battle that ensued is generally known. The Marathiia 
appeared in great force upon the Nizam’s light, ou soma rising ground, 
from whence they were able to open a distant cannonade ou the rear 
of the Haidarabad army. The Nizam's troops were at oneo drawn 
out in Hug of battle, and Eaymond advancing with bis infantry and 
24 guns took up a position on an olovated piece of ground in front, 
Buppoi'ted by a large body of cavalry. Upon this Pareshram Uhao, 
tbe Peshwa’s commandor-iu-chief, formed bi.s army to receive tho 
attack, taking tlio centre station himaolf, with tho Peithwa’s cavalry 
and. tho Ohovalier Dndroncc’s brigade, whilst ho placed the Puijah of 
Uarar’a contingent on the right, and Caulat Eao Bhidhia's infantry ou 
the left wing. The notion commenced with an attaoli on the MartUha 
csulro hy tho Nizam’s cavalry, who wore much olated at a slight 
advantage they had gained on tho previous day over an advance 
guard of the Peshwa’a household troopis. They now charged with groat 
gallantry, wounding Parcehram Bhao, and driving the MarAtha centre 
hack in confusion. But whilst they woro thus carrying everything 
before them in the centre, tho regular infantry on both sides had 
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advaucGd to within mutkot, bhot of oue auollior. Peu'oji, hy skilful 
iniiuLBuvi'iug, ohtaiiiocl a cleoidetl advantage of position, and, iiiiviii!' 
posted Uj guns on an eminence, opened a destnietive fire. Eaymoud 
was immediately desoited hy the Nizam’s oavali’y, hut his iafanti'y 
stood their ground well, and had they been permitted to fight ant the 
duol, it is possible they might have won the day. The fnte ot the 
battle was, however, destined to he decided by one of tho.se domestic 
ooiibidoiatiuns which often have a propouderatiug influence in Asiatic 
contests. The Nizam, ivith the imbecile infatuation of an Oriental 
potentate, had carried his womenfolk with him on the campaign, and 
early in the battle, hia favutuito wife, terrified by the roar of the 
cannon, implored him to retire. To pacify her fears he ordered 
Raymond’s hrigado to fall hack for her protection. Its commander 
resisted to the utmost this fatal and supine act of pusillanimity, until 
fre(]ueut and repeated oommands left him no choice bnt to obey, and 
about sunset lio began to retire. Rarkne.is soon closed over Llie sceue 
of battle, bnt Perron, wbo.se long osperience of fiidiau warfare had 
taught liim the importance of pressing liomo an advantage, made 
every effort to follow, parbisliug in the pur.suit as long as it was 
po.s.yble, and keeping iiji a desultory fire in the diirk. 

bfeanwhilo tho ordeivs anil connter-ordors that readied Raymond 
were so confusing that in attempting to carry them out hii men were 
perfectly bewildered, and at last, worn ont with fatigue and vooifera- 
tioii, they sank to rest in bivouac upon tho field. Put about eleven 
o’olodc an aooideiital oucounter between the advance pickets of the two 
annioa started the battle afresb. Perron, from his advanced position, 
immediately opened a heavy fire with arliUery and rockets, where- 
upon a panic seized the Nizam’s soldiery, and abandoidug their gincs 
and camp they fled luwanls Kimtla, a .small fort so surrounded by 
liiUa that it formed a veritable cul~dc-;sac. 

Within the walks of this fort Ore Nisam took rofugo, and for .some 
lime Raymond gallantly defended his master. Rut when Perroir 
dragged up his heavy artillery and hronght it lo hear oil the pliree, 
surrender hoeanra inevitable, and the Kizam sued for t[,Tru.s. An 
indeinnity of three millions sterling was c.vtorted ii'oui him, beside.s 
lerritury yioldmg a revenue of nearly tiiree and a half lakhs of rupees 
annually, and for the duo fulfilmout of these stringent terms he was 
compelled lo send his prime ininister as a ho.slage to Poonali. 

Ifardla was a docieivo battle, bnt never was such a Buhstantial 
victory won with less bloodshed. Although there W'erc nearly a 
(praiter of a million men conterrding in the field, the lotees on oillier 
eide were iiilinitebimal, and the Kizanr owed his ilolcal lo his own 
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cowanUce and I'ull.y. lint I'tjn'ou’s i-epulutioa as au alilo guuoi'al was 
al oiiau CBtnblihhed, and thci'caltcr ho lound bigual favour iu iho sigld 
o! his luastei', Oaulat Kao Siudhia. 

lu 171)5 Siiidhia loft I'oimah, iiud pi'oeeedod as fai' as lliu Codavori 
river uu his return to llindiisian, uhcro liis prosouee \vas required 
owing to ilu Koigiio having announced Ida intention of resigning Ida 
command. Kut on the iiSth of October, Miidhu liiio, the Kosliwil, ooiu- 
mitted suicide at Koonah. Iu the hyperbolical huiguaga of a native 
historian, which i.s worth quoting for its quanituoss, ‘‘The Koshwii 
was one day numsiiig liiuiself ll,\iug kites on a, terrace of his palace, 
when, as Kate onlaiuod, the atring of iiis life being short, bis foot 
slipped and lie full over the pmupot, and the kite of liis soul Jiow away 
into the air ! ” luunodialely on receipt of this iiilclligenco, Windhra, 
hy the advice of his priiuo minister, Kalloba Tantifi, roturuod to 
Puonah with his whole arjiiy to contest the snocOHsion of JJtiji Itao, 
\vlioin the late Poshwa Iwd appointed liw hair, iiiid wdio had been 
immediatedy iusiallod by Nana Parnavis, tho powerdul and dotomuued 
enemy of the House of Ujjaiu. 

Da Doigufl still persisted iu Iris detorminatiou to retire from Uauliit 
Kao’s service and return to Diiropo. In after years Perron boasted 
tliat it was hie intrigues winch obliged tlio gcnenii to quit the country, 
but it is probable that tho wish ivns fatiior to tho thought. Still it 
cannot be oontesled that Perron was at this lime in high favour with 
Sindhia, and in constant attendance upon liis person. lit December 
De Koiguc finally' quitted Iliudn.stau. It would have boon in ac- 
eordnneo with Indifin eiustom had he roooimnendod a snocossor, hut it 
is estahlishcd on tho bs.st authority that ho did not do so ; on the con- 
trary, he advised Dauliit Itao to demolish hi.s Drigados ralhor than 
jjut them nndor the command of one person, as such power oiight not 
to he entirely tnasted to a single will and influence. Directly after 
hi.s dopartnro a keen compotition aiuso betwoon Porron and Hubert 
Sutherland for the post rendered vacant. Major Pibnioul, the senior 
officer iu the force, died about this time, loaving Sutlierhuid at the 
head of affairs in Hindustan, who conceived this gave him a sort of 
claim to the permanent appointment. But ho was too far from tho 
seat of government to press his iutero-sts, being engaged in tho reduc- 
tion of Buudclkhiind, which oecupied him for six months. On the 
other hand Perron was daily at Siudhia’s coiu-l, and, hy tho death of 
Prfimont, was left senior oflieea’ in llio Brigades. lie made the most of 
his opportunities, and siicceodod so well that before tho end of tho 
year he was promoted to the rank of general and appoiiiLod to the 
chief command of De Eoigno’s army. 
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T he army which He Boigno loft heliind him in Siiulhia's swicft 
oonsistotl of 21,000 infautiy, 3,000 cavalry and 120 gnus, Losidcs 
garrison troops and irrognlara. The hatfalinus wore veteran and 
uudefeatod, and their spirit and organisation nnetoeilocl It was an 
army the commaud of which might have filled with pride any soldier 
in India, whether Jring'a or Company’s officer or adventurer. Be lilud it 
was a proud reaord of aohievemeut ; it was well dieeipliued, well 
paid, and well eipuppod; and in addition animated hy that cs/u’/f do 
eai'ps wliicli lift.s man out of themselves, and by identifying them 
with the flag they servo, doubles their individual worth. Dp Boigno’s 
battalions were proud of tlieir prestige and joalons of their honour, 
and upheld by a rcBoIution to sustain the rcpufatioii they had won on 
many batlle-fields, and, where pos.sille, to increase it. They were, in 
sliort, a worthy monument to the man who had created them, 

Such was the aimy to the command of which Perron succeeded in 
September 179G. Mahing over the First Brigade to Captain Drugoon, 
he sot out for Mattra, where lie arrived in February 1797, and took 
over charge from Jaggn Bapn, the Marathi general. By liis 
commisBion he was invested with the full powers eseroisod by De 
Doigne, and one of his first acts was to talce possession of the Jaithd 
in tlie Jloab, Here, in October of the following year, he fised his 
lieadquartere, couBiderably enlarging the cantonment of Koil and 
strengthening the already formidallo defences of iViigarh, which 
defended the place. During his first year of offioo he had little 
leisura to attend to external affaws, boing fully emplayed in 
aeqnaiiitiug himself with the details of ilio Brigades, and tlie 
administration of the territory assigned for their upkeep. After be 
had ostahlifiliod his power and authority within his own lioundaries, 
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ho Uirnotl his attoiition to the more extended I’osponsiljih'tieR of liis 
poRt. Tlio first matter that oconpiod him was tlio state of affairs at 
Delhi, Directly after Perron's appointiiioiit to the snproine command 
of riindnstan, Biudhia had issued orders to tlio ManUIni governor of 
Delhi to make over charge of tlio city. Pint Ealloha Tantia, Sindliia’.s 
piriuie luiuistor and a delerniined enemy to PoiTon, secretly trans- 
mitted conti'aii'y instruetlous to the capital, '' an oeoimeneo ” oLgerves 
a contemporary liislurimi “ by no means nncoinmoii in the singnlar 
ah.snrdjty of jifaliratta politics.’’ 'Plio Hindu governor of DbIIiI, only 
too glad to retain liis post, refused to sim-cndor the city, and in May, 
1798, Perron ordered Major Pedron, with four battalions, to lay siege 
to it, and obtain possosstou l)y blockade, bribery, or intrigue, biit to 
avoid a bombardment for fear of offending llis blind ompesror, wbosn 
titular a<itborily it was a mattor of policy to rocogniso and respect. 
After a close blockade of five weeks Sutherland arrived and the gates 
■were opened to the impulse of gold, and the nnfortunnto Shall ’Alam 
released from the fears and privations oooasiouod by the conduct 
of his recent guardian, Nizam-nl-Din, the Cowrie Pakir, Perron 
appointed Captain Le kfnrcbant governor of the capital and oufstodiau 
of the king’s person, while Pedron returned to Koil, wbora the 
Second Pudgade, commanded by Sutherland, to which ho holouged, 
was oautoued, the Third Brigade, under Colonel Pohlman, being 
stationed at Mattra. 

The io.siibovdinate example of the Mariitha governor of Delhi oii- 
conraged tlio commandant of Agra to resist. This person was a brother 
of Ilalloha Tantia, and refused to yield up possession of the fort to 
Perron, who being at the time busily employed in strengtlieniug the 
defences of Aligarh, made no move until ho had completed the task. 
Ho then marched against Agra with six battalions and arrived 
unospootodly before the walla on tlio 17th of February, 1790. TJio town 
was taken completely' by surprise, and Perron entered it without oppo- 
sition, proclaiming his authority by boat of drum. But tlic fort and 
citadel held out, and an inveslmout wa.s necessary. A siogo followed 
and lasted fifty-eight days, at tlio end of wbieb a anocosaful mine 
was exploded and destroyed a salient bastion on the north-east front. 
’Whereupon, to avoid the oalamity of an assault, the garrison suv- 
reiidei'od on condition of being allowed to march out with the 
boEOurs of war. From first to last the capturo of tliis place oo.sL 
Perron fiOO men, and it was an aohiovemout not unworlliy of 
the reputation of Do Boigno’a battalions, for Agra was the strongest 
fortress in Hitidnstan, and defended by a foreo of 4,000 men. 

Witli the possession of the Key of India Pcitoh’r power was 
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eompletoly ostaljlisboil. “ lie hail now Iho ontiro anil merileil 
couliileuco of Sinclliia,'’ writes one of his ofTiccrs in a ooiitemporary 
jovii'ual, “ and was invested with the fnll and nncontrolleil f'cvernmeiit 
of all Siiulliia’s possessinus from the Chiirabul to Pate/ila— a 
country, even in its rninotis state, yielding a revenue of one million 
sterling. lie was authorised to raise armies and retain or di.sclmrgc 
troops, and no European, not even De Boigne, over possessed such 
eonfidencD and power.” 

This at first sight may seem a strangely rapid rise, but it is 
intelligiblo when tho circnmstances which favoured Perron are 
considered, Ddulat Eao Hindliia on, liis accession to power threw 
himsolf oompletoly into Deccan politics. Ilis predominant desire 
was to render hia influonoo supreme at Poounh. But he had two 
obstacles to contend against : the first was tho craft and power of 
Nana Faruavia, the Pesliwn’s prime mini.stor, wlroso opposition pro- 
longed the contest for ascendancy from month to month and year 
to year; and the second was his own natural wealmoss of ehniMctor, 
and the base elemouts of goveramont with which lie siui'onndod him- 
self, Danlat Edo altogether lacked tho genius of his miele Mndhoji, 
and possessed little real ability. He squandered Ills time in riot iiiul 
dissipation, and indulged in the worst vices of a debauched Oriental 
sovereign. iSiieli a nature as bis, out of very inertness, surrendered 
the power it should have wielded to hands that were itching to grasp 
it. With Perron tho beginning was more than half of tho whole. 
His appointment to the command of the army of Iliiidustan assured 
everything olse ; since the eormliy was held solely by that aimy, his 
battalions oonstitiitiug the real power hcdiind Sindhia’s throne. Left 
to himself in tho north. Perron assiduously employed iris time ami 
I'osonroGS in increasing his strength. Ho made Koil an immensa 
foitifiod camp, and laboured to render Aligarh impregnable. “ Tho 
strength of the place cannot he described — a ssveiity-fonr might sail 
in the ditch," wote Lord Lake of the fortress fonr years later. Its 
position was admii'ably chosen, for from his headquarters there 
Perron held both Delhi and Agra in cheek. Beneath tho walls of 
Aligdi'Ii ho built himself a palatial residence— it stUl existed in 1871, 
and was used as a settlement office— and assumed sovereign state. 
During tho seven years of his rule the dominion of Hiadnstan lay not 
at DoUii, nor at Poonali, but in the vast fortified camp of Koil, from 
whence the chief of many legions issued orders to the princes of the 
neighbouring districts and EdjpntanUj and so far as Upper India was 
concerned was tho master of both tlie emperor Shah 'Alam and 
Danlat Edo Sindhia. 
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Tliei'o is a vary iulcvoslmp; article in tlie Asiatic Roviow for 1790, 
wiiicli confirms this estimate of PGiTOii’fi power. “ General Perron, " 
(it run.s) “ a Fronoli ofllcer of great oxporiouco ami coiiaiunuiato 
aliility, both aa a statosmau anil a soldier, represents Dowlut Jiao 
Scindia in Hiudostan, and i.s invested with tlio most lull and absolute 
authority over every departraont, both civil and military. This 
power, which exceeds that of any prince, ho exorciso.s with great 
moderation, and at the Eaino time with a degree of judgment and 
energy that evinee.s very .superior talents. Amongst hi.s European 
officers none have a character for superior capacity, although very 
good Boldicr.s. Yet having risen from vory low situations, and not having 
the advautiigo of edneation, none of them have disiJlayod any abilities 
out of their professional line. But this deficiency in hia officer.', ho 
may easily remedy (and no donbt will) aa aoon aa preace takes pdace 
in Europe, when innumorablo military advonturors will flock to his 
standard, qualified for the highest situations civil and military. The 
Mahratta ports on the Malahar coast, from wlienco supply of 
ordunnoo and arms and military stores have occasionally boon 
procured, will afford them an easy aocoss, so that before long we may 
expeot to see tbo northern parts of Hindustan swarming with needy 
and intriguing Frenchmen.” 

7Vhllat Perrou was thus engaged in establishing and consolidating 
liis power in the north, troubles wore browing in the south, oooaaionod 
by the robcllion of the Bhais. The Bhais wore tho widows of the 
late Madhoji Sindhia, and had never acquiesced in tho accession of 
Daulat Eao. There wore three of these ladies, ono of whom, 
Bhagirthi, was young and beautiful. Daulat Eao, as in lionour 
bound, promised to make ampilc provision for bis aunts, and they 
conthuiod. to reside at his court. But time passed and no measures 
were takou to ensure their piermanent establishmenb. Presently it 
was whispiored that an intrigue was in pu-ogress between Bhagirthi 
Bhai and Daulat Eao, and the two elder widows, hoaring of it, wore 
Boaudalised, and oxpu’essed their abhorrenoe at the inoostuons 
criminality. For this they were barbarously ill-treated by Ghatkay 
Eao, one of Sindbia’s creatures in authority. This wretch not only 
imprisonsd the older widow.s, but caused them to be flogged. Such 
degrading treatment aroused tbo wrath of the Shenwi Brahmins, a 
high caste of men who had monopolised all the principal offices of 
government undor Madhoji Sindhia ; and these now openly 
espoused the canse of the widows against the young ohiof. Much 
discussion and dissension ensued, until it was agreed that the Bhais 
should reside at Burhanpnu-. For this purpose they left Poonah, hut 
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Imil not procsoclod far before tlioy wero troaclierotialy seized and 
thrown into coiifiuciuent in (ho fort of Aliiiiednagar, and after a shoi-t 
impi'iRonineiit, brmigbt back to Danlat Rao’s camp. Before Ion", 
boweYor, they found moans of escaping, ami llirow tliciuselves npou 
tlio protection of Amrat Rao, who was brother to the Beshwii, and a 
very piovyerfnl pensonago, ,Tiist pm'or to this, Baiihit Eao married the 
daughter of his minion Grliatkny Rilo. She was a woman of singular 
beauty, who exercised a comidote control over her huBbniid, and her 
influence elevated her father to the piost of prime minister in 
succession to Balloba Tanlia. No sooner was Gbntkay Biio in power, 
tlian ho urged Sindliia to erneh the consphacy of the Bbais at once. 
This advice was adopted, and five battalions of infantry were 
detached from Drugeon's Brigade under command of Captain Du 
Pr.at to aurinise Amrat Rao's campi, and seize the refugoos ; but the 
attempt failed, and Du Prat was beaten and obliged to retreat, 
Ro-souree was now had to further negotiation, and with all the duplicity 
of his Mnrath/l nature Sindhia jiromisecl to provide hie aunts with a 
suitable establishment if they would return to his protection. Where- 
upon, trusting in his good faith, Amrat Eao come to Poonah to 
arrange the matter, but was attacked by two battalions and twenty- 
five guns under Drugeon, who, witbout warning, opened fire upon 
him and dispersed his troops. This gross act of treachery constituted 
a declaration of war against the Poshwa himself, in whose govern- 
ment Amrat Eao now filled the post of prime rainisler. A coalition 
of ohiofs was immediately formed against Sindhia, who became 
alarmed ; the more so as Perron was at this time occupied in the 
siege of Agra, which bo had not yet reduced, and where the faction 
of tho late prime minister, Balloba Santia, still held out. A general 
rising against Sindbia’s anthority in Hindustan and the Deccan 
threatened, and he was now anxious to lay the storm he had raised. 
But Ghatkay RAo, who had been the primary cause of all the trouble, 
having tasted blood, thirsted for more, and disregarding Sindbia’s 
orders to effect a settlement with the revolted chiefs, increased the 
danger of the situation by perpetrating innumerable fresh outrages. 
At last Daulat Ei'io was obliged to order Ghatkay’e arrest, whioh was 
accomplished by two of Ms European officers, Piloze and Hessing. 
After this a peace was patched up with the PesUwn, hut in the mean- 
time the Bbais had retreated to Kolapur, where they were Joined J»y 
the leading Shenwi Brahmins, amongst whom was Laltwa DAda, 
one of Madhoji’s best generals, who had recently been dismissed from 
bis appointment of oommander-in-chief of the MmuthA army on 
account of bis attachment to tho ex-minister Bailolja Tdntia, who 
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had naturally been one of Gbatliay’a first Ticlims, and was now 
lauffuif.liing' in a cruel confinement. 

Large bodies of inomited Eoldiery flocked to LakwaDihla as soon as 
lie erected the standard of rebellion, and openly declared for the 
widows of tliQ old prince. Laulat Ulao attempted in vain to allay 
the inci'ensing storm. No Booner had bis rogiilnr battalions muler 
Du Prat, Drngoou, Pilozo, and Hessing repressed tlio atlaeka made 
oil bis territories by the rebels and retnrnod to camp, tlian the latter 
faced about autl followed tbeni. The flame spread through Hindustan, 
and Lakwa Dada soon found himself at the bead of an army of 20,000 
cavalry, 15 battalions of infantry, and 20 guns, and sustained 
by the immense prestigo which still attached to the service of the 
widows of the old prince. 

It was at this critical moment in lii.s affairs that Danlai Edo desired 
Perron to iid vaneo against Lakwa Dnd% and at tlio same time appointed 
another chief, named Ambaji Inglia, to the bead of the Maratba 
army, and ordered him to oo-oporato with the regular Brigades. 

Perron was at first disposed to underrate the strengtli of ilio 
rehelliou, and ooutontod himself with sending two liattalions, under 
Captain Butterfield, to assist Ambaji. 'With these tlie latter marched 
to Kotali, where ho mot the insurgents and engaged thorn ; but Ambaji’a 
troops Lad been tampered with hy Lakwa Dada, who was a master of 
intrigue, and lost the battle. Of the ICOO regular infantry under 
Butterfield, one-third wore killed or wounded, the whole brunt of tlio 
aetian falling upon them, whilst Axabaji’s Mardtha cavalry showod 
acarooly any fight at all. 

Perron now ordered Sixtlierland, with the Second Brigade, to rein- 
force the defeated army, upiou which Lakwa Diula fell back on the fort 
of Cbltturgarh. Ambaji, at the same time, made groat preparations 
to retrieve bis defeat, and engaged George Thomas, with G baLtalioiia 
of regular infantry and 00 gnns, on a monthly pay of 'Lts.OOiOOO. 
Supported by Sutherland and Thomas, tho chief advanced agamst 
Chittiir about tho middle of tlio year 1799, his army consisting of 
20,000 horse and 14,000 infantry. A good deal of desultory skirmish- 
ing ensued, but no reaUy heavy fighting, nor waro any substantial 
resulta achieved by cither party. Meanwhile Bnthovland’s and 
Thomas’s troops, being far removed from their headquarters, fell into 
arrears of pay, and this led to a general plundering of the oormtiy 
round, and very soon every village within fifty miles was pillaged and 
deserted. 

Perron had always been jealous of Colonel Sntberland, and he now 
gave a ready ear to a report that ho was secretly intriguing with 
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Lakwa DaJa instead of figliting him. The colouel was theiofoi'e 
snspendod, and Major Polilman sent from Matlra to tako command of 
his Brigade. Captain Butterfield fell a victim to Pcrron’.s malieo at 
the same time, and wna driven to leave Sindhia’s .service ; hut Suther- 
land ninnaged to clear him.sclf, ami after a .short time was .sent to 
the Deccan, to tako over charge of (he l^rst Brigade from Bn Prut, 
who had i-eoeutly enpersoded Drugeon fallen into disgrace. 

Major Pohlman had no opportunity of distinguishing IfimBolf 
again, st Lakwa Dada, for searcely h.ad he taken over tho command 
than ncw.s cams that Zamdn Shah, tho King of Kabul — a grandson of 
Almicd Bhah Ahdali, whoso name was dreaded hy the Marathis — was 
preparing for an invasion of IinlLa, witli the intention of re-establish- 
ing a Mahoiuedan ompire. This throatonod danger brought about an 
immediate eonoord amongst tho Marathds, and all internal fends and 
joalonsios were forgotten. Danlat Buo Sindhia released Balloba 
Tautia, Lakwa Dikla’s staunch friend, from confinement, and reiii- 
stalod him in his former post of prime minister ; whoroupon Lakwa 
and Ambaji eschangod visits of amity, ami riioi'lly afterwards tho 
former, through the iuflnanco of Balloba, was again elevated to the 
post of commandor-in-ohisf. This typical example of the glorious 
uncertainty of ofSoo in a Maratha adimiiistratiou left Ambaji without 
omployinont ; and fooling hurt at a humiliation lie had not deserved, 
he entered into rotiromont for a season. 

All the Marilhll troops, regular and irrognlar, w’ei'o now ordered to 
eoncoiilrato at Mattra, whore a formidable army was colleotccl in 
Decamljer, 1709, under the chief command of Poii'en, who marched 
thither from Koil. Krom Slattra tho army advanced to Delhi, to tako 
up a position to oppose Zamfiti Shah, and here for some time the 
imirienaa host was encamped. It included in its ranks Perron’s Second 
and Third Brigades, under Pohlman and Pedron, 100,000 Miiratlia 
cavalry of Lnkwa's, and 200 guns. So critical was (lie clanger con- 
sidered, that Perron decided to further augment his army, and 
directed Major Pedron to raise a Fourth Brigade. The Englieh also 
aBsemblocI a largo force at tho frontier station of Aniipehahr under 
General Oraig, to assist in repulsing the Afghan invasion. Fortunately 
for the peace and security of Hindustan, an outbreak at Kabul obliged 
Zaman Shah to return to his Capital, and so the danger passed away. 

A small ingiuTection in tho Saharaupur district next engaged 
Perron’s attention. Here a reh'gious impostor, whose real name was 
Bnltan Bhah, gave himself out to be Ghnlim KiWir, asserting that it 
was not that miaoreant who had hoon oaptured and Idllod at Meerut 
in 1789, and proclaiming bis nntliority over tlio teiritories of the 
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Iloliilla adventnroi' 'wliom lie represonloil liimsolf to lie. PeiTon 
(letfiobeil Captain Kmith,wifcli tliiee battalions aiul Koino of tlioLognm 
Somi'u’s troops, to bring tlie impostor to boolc, and be was easily 
defeated, and sent flying for refuge to the Hikbs, wbo bad assembled 
in Ibi'CB near luirudl, wibh the object of assisting 2aman Shah. 

Perron now advanced to fvarniil, and aniuiuonod all the Sikh chiefs 
between the Sutlej and tlio Jtnnna to appear before him and tender 
their submission. These included the Eajahs of Patidla, Jhind, 
Eaitbal, and Tanesur, who had long been a source of aunoyanoe and 
clanger to the nortlieru frontier of Hindustan. At first they seemed 
iuelined to resist ; whereupon Perron, with a number of local chiefs 
who were binning to avenge past injiirioa, and who brought with them 
10,000 cavalry, advanced with bis Third Biigado to Taiu'sur. This 
lirmnpt exhibition of strength overawed the Sildis, and they submitted 
to the terms imposed, and signed the treaty requirod li'oin them.’' 
Perron thou returned to Delhi, chastising, on bis route, several large 
villagoa which had been backward in paying their revenue, amongst 
them being some over which George Thomas claimed authority. This 
invasion of the latter’s rights — not the first instance of its kind— tendod 
to increase the ill-feeling already existing between the two adventurers, 
and sowed the seeds of troubles that wore to find tboir harve.st at 
Goorgogarh and Hi'insi two years later. 

* “It was about this time thatPeiTon sent presents to Eanjit Siiigli, of Lahore, 
witlx proposals for a treaty of amity aud fricaclsbip. Bfigh Siiigli of .Thind, 
who was Baujit Singh’s iiiatemul uncle, was induced to use his inlluoiice iu 
hriiigiiig about this treaty, hut Eanjit declined Pcrroii’a ovorture.s, still in 
such a maimer as to .avoid giving offence. lie had, prior to this time, entered 
into iiegntiationa with the llarcpnia of Wellesley ; and he explained that it was 
‘ iL difficult iiitttter to m.aiutaiii a fiieudsliip xvith hotli paitics.’ In the ciiil he 
patched up au understanding with Pewon, explaining to Colonel Collins, who 
had Leon the medium of the English negotiations, that ’ although my friendship 
for you aud the nohle the Governor- general is great beyond the possihilily 
of words, yet I muat preserve ixppearancei, with Hcuarnl rorron, iu consideration 
of what is duo hy me to the will of my uncle, Bliag Singh.’ 

“A little later Perron proposed lo Xtaujit Singh to join him in atlaolcing 
Geox'ge ’I'homas at H.mM, hnt Ihifi the Silch citiof refused to agx'oo to.” —Extract, 

“ Bomb, ay State rapol.s.” 
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1800-iaoi. 

PAKLY ill till) yoar 1800 Liikwtt DiUla ailrauuoil into Itajputaua, io 
^ culloot Uio li’iliuto iluo from tliut oonntry. IIo wa? eixpportoil ly 
I’uri'oii’s Suoomi Brigade under ftfrijorPelilmau, and by the Cbevfllier 
Dudranoo's corps, Partiib Singh, driven to oxaspsration by the 
oxaoUons of Perrou, had dotermined lo tlirow off the Maratlui yoke, if 
piOBsiblo, and aKsert his iudopeiidenoe. To this oud lie oollooted a 
powoi'M army at his caiiipi at Simganir, a few mifes south of Jaipur, 
whore on the 1th of April he was joined bj’ 10,000 Ihitlior cavalry 
from Jodhpur, who, for the first time since their defeat by Do Eoigne 
at Merla, ventured to take the field against Sindhia. Hearing of 
tliese preparations, I’orrou sent an ultunatimi to Partdb Singh, calling 
upon him to pay his arrears of tribute iinmedialsly ; and the demand 
being refused, Lakwa Biida was deputed to enforce it. 

Upon the rejootiou of Perron’s ultimatum great activity prevailed 
in the Jaipnir cainpi. The lliijah luoimted his state elephant and 
reviewed his troops; there was a vast amount of saluting with 
cannons, rockets, and small arms ; rich sacrifices wero offered to the 
gods, kikiis of oleemosynary nipicos distributed to the Brahmins, and 
alms in abundance bestowed on the poor. 

pjy lliia lime Lakwa’s army had apiproached to within fighting 
distance, and tlio 15th of Apirii being declared a propitious day by the 
court astrologers, Partab Singh’s forces moved out to battle. Lakxva 
had chosen a good jioBition near Malpura, where ha formed his army 
in two linos to meet the attack, the advance one consisting of the 
regular infantry under Pohlman and Hndronec, and the supporting 
one of the JVIanUha cavalry, who wsre stationed a thousand paces in 
the roar; whilst 5,000 of Perron’s Hindustani horse defended the 
iitinkfi of his Brigade. 
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At four o’clock in llio luoruuig tlio battle began with a bi'i&k artillery 
lira. Prohontly Pohlcuau, who was ou the liglit of the lino, ilatorminoj 
on a forward movomeut, and lod his Crigado ou, but with orders tu 
withhold their lire until quite close to the eiiGuiy. With their aeous- 
tomod disoipliue and iotrcpidily the troops obeyed, hut the cowardly 
Mariithil cavalry held back, loavhig tlio infantry, as usual, to iigkt the 
battle alone ; in oausequciiee of which Polilmau was soon hard pressed, 
and at one time in hnniinont danger of being overwhohuod by 
numbers. But bo displayed generalship equal to the omorgency, By 
a skilful and jiulicioiiB movomeut he massed his six battalions into 
square — a formation long warl'aro against cavalry bad made them 
familiar with — and presouted a h'ont to tho onemy on all sides ; and 
thus ih-awn iiji they mot and resisted every charge. After a dusperato 
dofoncQ, in which tho artiUory pilaycd an important part, Pohhuan 
gradually drove the Jaipur troops back, and captured dO of their 
gmis and DO stand of colours, hut not without heavy loss, for 
1000 of his moil, or nearly 17 por cent, of tho force engaged, were 
killed and wounded, 

Ou tho loft of the line tho Chevalier Budroiieo fared differeutly. 
Ills troops wore composed of nowly-raisod levies, who lacked the 
clisoipliue that enabled Pohlmau's voleraus to staud lirm and avoid 
piauio. Budronoo himself was ii gallant soldier, well soboolad in 
adversity, aud if experience of disaster could make a great general, 
ho would have had every claim to that di.stiuction. But he was fated 
to suli'er yet another catastrophe ou this day. It fell to the Itiithors 
of Jodhpur to oppose his portion of tho lino, and they had momoriea 
to obliterato such as could only bo blotted out with blood ; they had 
historical roproaohos to silence, who.so cutting echoes rang through a 
dooado of shame, and could only bo drowned in tho din of battle I 
and ribald rhymes to put a period to, whoso sling could only be stayed 
by tbo clash of slocl. To-day they sought tho ravniu'hc, of Mexta, 
and 10,000 .sons of Martvar were eager to fulfil thoir duty. 

There is a stirring and vivid description of their charge agalust 
Buclroueo’s corps in Colonel James Skiimcr's uiemoirs, whioli dephots 
the episode in language Bingiihirly glowing aud graphic ; and 
although it is not free from old “ Hikander's ” habitual exaggeration, 
no apology is necessary for quotmg it in cxlenso. These are fikinuer’s 
words : 

“Wo now saw the Chevalier Dudrenec's Brigade, which was on our 
left, charged by the Bibatlores. He received them nobly, but wiys out 
to pieces by ibom ; out of 8,000 men he hud not 200 loft. The 
Ithattores, more than 10,000 in number, were bcctj apiproaching horn 
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a tliilauce, tho tramp of tbeii imiuonbo aud compact body risiug lil;e 
Lhuudor abo^e tbe roar of battle. Tbcy came ou, first at a slow hand 
gallop, wliicli mcreased in speed as they approached. The well-sarvod 
guns of tho Llrigado showered gi-ape upon this douse mass, mowing 
down liuudrods at each dischai'ge, but this had no effect in arresting 
thoir progress. Ou they came liko a whirlwind, trampling o-vor l,fjU0 
of thoir own body dustroyedhy tho cannon of the llrigado. Noithor 
the murderous volleya from tho musketa nor tho serried hedge of 
bayonets could obeek or shako them. They poured liko a torrent on 
and over the Brigade, and rode it fairly down, leaving scarce a vestige 
of it remaining, as if tho sheer weight of thoir moss had ground it to 
piooGS. Then, as if they had mot with but a slight obstacle, they 
looked not even behind them at tho &llen, but wont on, unshaken, 
aud still in their formidable mass, to attack tho cavalry of the second 
line. These ran like sheep, while the Ehattores pursued them, cutting 
tJjem down for several miles. In this charge Captain Paieh and 
several other oHioors were killed, aud Dndrenoo only escaped by 
throwing himself down amongst Uie dead.” 

The impetuous frenzy of the Itiitliors, drunk with victory and 
revenge, proved thoir ruin. By then' blind pursuit of the Manitba 
cavalry, they put themselves out of the action as completely as if they 
themsolveB had been in flight, aud Ibis just at tbe time when their 
presence was most noodod ; for Pohlman had now beaten hack the 
Jaipnu’ troops, and advancing in his turn,recaptm'cd two of Duclrenec’fl 
lost guns. Upon this Parbib Singh, with 0,000 of his chosen body- 
guard, determinocl to emulate tho feat of the Iliithors, and charge 
Pohlmau. But the hitter, sooing him moving down on his elephant, 
divined bis purpose, and immediately ordered hia guns to the front of 
the line ; and. by the time the lUjah hnd approached to witliin two 
hundred yards, tho word was given to fire, and a discharge of artillery 
instantly followed. Partab Singh’s elephant was killed, but not- 
withstanding this, his bouygnard iwiee attempted to charge, but were 
beaten back each time. On the second occasion the Piijah mounted 
Ins horse, and turning tail fied to his capital, followed by his oavahy, 
who never drew rein until they found refuge within the walls of 
Jaipur, forty-five miles distant. 

Pohlman’s battalions were now loft in sole possession of the fielil. 
About midday the Edthora were seen returning from the chase of the 
Mardtha cavalry, beating their drams in token of victory, On nearing 
Pohlman’s camp they observed tho Jaipur eolours, which had been 
captured, floating above it; and this circumstanao led them to suppose 
that Partiib Siogh had been as successful as themselves and was in 
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poHseBsion, aud tlicy rode up in loose order to bo cruelly ruideoeived 
by a discharge of grape pioured into them from thirty gnus. 'When 
they realised the fatal mistake into whieli they had fallen they made 
a gallant olfort to retrieve it. Twice they oliarged, notwithstanding 
their fatigued oouJition, hut 'were repulsed, although many brave 
individuals broke tbrougb tire stpare formed to receive them, and mot 
their death at the bayonet’s point. But the task was an impossible 
one, aud at last they drew off, aud finding the Jaipur camp 
abandoned, followed the direction of flight taken by I’artiib Singh, 
victims of their blind impetuosity and an uudosoi’vcd misfortime. 

Pohlmau’a Brigade now advanced to occupy the enouiy’s deserted 
linos. It was a maguUicicnt encampment, crowded with sumptuous 
tents of the most luxurioua description, belonging to the various 
cbiofs. Two large bazaars ran down the centre, filled with movable 
shops, in which every imaginable article was oxpo.sed for Bale. But 
not a trader remained behind to recommend his wares, not a trooper 
to strut aud swagger down the streets, for the groat Iio,st that had 
thronged this tented city hut yesterday had molted away into 
nothingness. 

In the centre of the camp was Eajab Patiib Singh’s wooden 
pavilion, or palace. It wiis a bcauLifid structure, covered with 
embroidery and ornnson velvet, aud the interior a blazing sboon of 
gold aud silver brocade. Two golden idols guarded it, whoso flashing 
diamond eyes peered into vacuity — two goldon idols before whom 
the might of Jaipur had ofltimos bowed in adoration. But, impotent 
as Baal of old, thoy wore, by the hony of circumstances, the very first 
treasures to bo looted from the camp, which soon heoame a scene of 
plunder and confusion. 

The loBssB on both sides at the battle of Malpurah wore heavy. 
The Marathii cavalry had been cut to pieces by the Eathors, whose 
own rallies, on their return from the chase, had been decimated by 
Polilman’s fire. Dudreuec’s Brigade, whioli, according to Smitb’s 
authority, numbered about 4,000 fighting men, lost between five and 
six hundred Idlled and wounded, wMlst Pohlman’s list of casualties 
totalled 136. But heavier tlian all of those was the slaughter that 
had token place in the ranks of the Jaipur oimy. Partab Singh 
never recovered the How to his power and prestige which was dealt 
liim on this eventful day. Of the eighty pieces of cannon which ha 
had brought into the field, he lost seventy- four, together with all his 
camp, baggage and warlike stores. 

On the 10 th of May Perron arrived from the Sikh countiy north of 
Delhi, where he had been engaged in reducing his neighbours to 
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order and obedioiico at Kiirnul. He bron"lifc with him roiuforco- 
meuts of five battalions of iafanlry ami liis bodygnard. of 5011 cavalry, 
known as the Khtui Ilimihi. Having taken over tlia chief coLmnaiid 
ii'oin Lakwa Dada, lie was preparing to advance against Jaipur, when 
PartiUi Singh sent in bis submission, and was granted peace on a 
payment of twenty-five laklis of rupees. 

A treaty having been drawn out and signed, the Rajah invited 
Perron and his European officers, sistcen in numher, to vinit his 
capital and cspeiienco his hospitably. Tlie invitation was accepted, 
hut not without certain qualms aa to its pnidouec. The Ililjab, with 
a eavaleado of twenty elephants, met his guests outside the gate.s of 
his capital, and escorted them to the “Palace of the Winds," under a 
Baluto of twonty-one guns. Colonel SUimier, who was pre.sent, 
deserilier, the city as “the Iiandsomeat ever Been; the streets were 
hroad, the house, s regular on both sides, the baKaar.s extremely fine, 
and the pilaco full of inhabitants, who seem prosperous and happy.” 
This description, recorded nearly a centm-y .ago, would hold good in 
the present day, for modem Jaipur is without exception the cleanest 
and most hoautiful city in the native states of India, and enjoys the 
distinetion of being the only oue lighted with gas ! 

Perron’s ceremonial visit passed off with great (‘diit, despite fear 
and distrust on both sides at the commencement. A gr'und entertain- 
ment in the Hindu stylo was prepared, whereat nassars were 
presented and liMlats bestowed. This was followed hy a banquet, at 
which (observes Skinner) a ohoiee assortment of Hindustani liquors 
were on the table, and the whole wound up with elephant battles, 
tiger and buffalo fights, and the inevitable Natch Dance, when several 
sets of handsome girls were introduced. 

Tbe defeat of the Eajah of Jaipur had a salutary effect upon bis 
kinsman of Jodhpur, who, without further trouble, paid up the arrears 
of tribute due from him, amounting to twelve lakhs of rupees, and 
tandorod his formal submission to the Mariithn rule. 

Affair's in Puijpntana being thus satisfactorily arranged. Perron 
retnnied to Koil towards tbe end of July, leaving Pohlmau and six 
battalions to reduce the fort of Jajpur, which belonged to a chief 
named Kasri Singh, who had long harassed the Eajah of Kotah, an 
ally of the Marulhas in the lute campaign, Jajpui' was a stono 
fortress, built on the summit of a steep hill, and from its position and 
the solidity of its masonry, a place of unusual strength. Kasri 
Singh refused to surrender to PoWmau’s sumnrona, and measures 
were taken to forcibly disposseBs him. A large battei-ing train was 
brought to bear on the walls of the town, and a breach soon effected, 
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fintl Ilia following night, on a given signal, tlie trooiis advanced and 
oconpiod it without much dilliculty. The fort now reinaiuod to ho 
takon, and it was Ibuud nocessaiy to make regular approaches. A 
fortnight was eouBiimod in advancing the lines to within two hundred 
yards, during which the llaiput garrison made many vigorous sallies , 
lYlien OTorything was ready tho bombardmont was oponod, and a 
portion of tho wall boiug battorod down, a storm ordered, d'lio 
six battalions were formed into two oolnmns ; Poblman loading one, 
and Captain Donelly, bis second in command, tho other, and just 
before dawn the signal for attack was given by lighting a port-lire, 
and the troops rusbod forward. But the garrison was prepared to 
receive them, and saluted the asaailauta with a tremoudouB lire from 
cannon and small arms. The stormers pressed gallantly forward, 
and reached tho breach, but found it impraotioahlo. Tho garrison 
seeing this, increased tliom exertions, rolling down largo slonoa and 
discharging powder-pots and burning thatch upon tlio foo holow, wliicli 
oauaed tho greatest havoc and confusion in all ranks. Captain 
Donolly, a gallant Irishman, and Lieutenant Bxsliaw lost thoir lives 
in this affair, and 800 men wore killed and wounded beforo the 
battalions retired. Pour days later tho assault was renewed, and this 
time, in spite of the heroic defence of the Kajpiits, tiio fort was 
captured and all the garrison killed and woundocl with the exception 
of Kasri Singh and about 400 of his followers. Poblman, himsolf a 
gallant oflioar, could feel for Ibeso bravo mon, and offered them 
terms which, seeing all was lost, they accoptocl, and marched out 
with the honours of war. 

During tho next few weeks Poblman was engaged in reducing 
several rofraotory local chiefs, who refused to pay their tribute until 
compelled by force, after which be maroliod bis Brigade back to 
Delhi, after a short but successful campaign. 

■Whilst this expedition bad been in progress in Eajputana tboro 
bad been another shuffling of the cards in the DeBcaii, Parly in the 
year Daulat Bao’s wife had induced him to liberate fi’oin confmomont 
her father, Qliatkay BAo. This wretdi soon regained his former ovil 
influonoe over his son-in-law, and intrigued sucoessfully against 
Balloba Tantia, the minister in power. Before long Balloba foil into 
disgrace, and in June was seized and irnpiriBoned in tho fortress of 
Ahmednagav, where he shortly aftorwarda died by poison, Tliis 
event had. a disastrous effect on the fortunos of Lakwa Dfida, who 
owed his restoration to power to the friendship of the late rainistor, 
and now felt certain that bis own downfall was at band ; notwith- 
standing that Sindbia, with obai'aotoristie deceit, wrote to him to bo 
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uiidei' no appi’olionsion, tint to oontiinio zealously in tlia porformauco 
of liis duties as eoininanilBr-iii-cIiiof. But in Bpito of those 
rflasatu’anoefj, williin a vory few weeks Ambaji luglia was 
summoned from his retiremont and appointed to supersoda Lakwa 
Uada, who had already Bont his family to Jodlipui' for safety, wheve 
ha now iirooeeded to join them and ontorod into au allianas with the 
prince of that country. 

Idireotly after his I'e.Bloration to favour, Ohatkay Eao recommenced 
urging Daulat Eao to crush once for nil the robollioii of the Bhaia, 
by putting to death every mnu of note who was suspected of sym- 
pathy with them, knowing that by snob a course of policy many 
powerful rivais would ha romoved from his own path. Sindhin 
listened favourably to these snggosUons, and sanctioned a wholesale 
Blaughter of the leading ohieftninB, who had been, favourite officers 
and ministers under his uncle Modhoji, and were all men of high 
rank and ability. This atrocious proceeding at once alienated the 
afl'ootions of Siudbia's subjects ; but it did more Ilian, this, for it struck 
a death-blow at the MariUhii, national army, and loft Daulat Eao 
almost solely dependent upon bis regular Brigades and bis European 
officers. 

Such of the cliioftains as wero able to escape, fled for refuge to 
Sindlua's enemies, and disordor.s thvoatonod on every side, Lakwa 
Diwltt was now formally diamisBed from an office wbiob bo bad. in 
practice abdicated, and this gave tho signal for a general insm-rection 
to break out. The Holkars, who, since their defeat by Do Boigno at 
Laklmiri, bad scarce lifted their heads, now began to aseert tbemsolves, 
and untlor the direction of laawant Eao, a natural son of old Tnki'vji, 
who died in 17t)7, raised the standard of their house, to which vast 
numbers of Siudbia’s Into ndhoronts began to flock. 

Scarcely had Perron returned to lioil in July than nows of 
Lakwa DAda’s defection reached him. He at once prepared to 
return to Eajputana to attack the robol and his now ally of Jodhpur, 
but rvaa delayed by llio breaking out of an insurrection north of 
Delhi, where Sambundlb, the subalidar of Saharaupnr, a faithful 
adherent of Lakwa, declared for his patron directly he heard of his 
supersession, and, oolloeting an aimy, audaciously avowed bis 
intention of invading Perron’s Jaidad. The danger from such an 
oshibition of insubordination existed more in its example than in its 
action, and it was imperative to crosli it in the bud. Captain Smith 
was at once detached to attaolj Sambunath; but although he iufliotcid 
a slight defeat, more energetic measurea wero necessary. Perron 
thorofoi'o deferred his advance against Lakwa D&da, and on tho ‘i2nd 



244 


rnBitoN. 


of July took ovor llio eommaud of Captain Smitli'a i'oi'oo, and gave 
liafclle to SambuinUb at Kaiaoli. Tlip action was BlinrL but dcsoitiive, 
and resulted in a eompleto victory foe Porroii. Utterly boaton and 
routed, Sambunatb fled to tlio Bikli territory and llio f[ouoral rntuniod 
to Dolbi with sucli laurels as bo might roasouably claim from snccoss 
against an individual whom Goorgo Thomaa contomplnously torinod 
‘‘ a grain merchant.” 

Perron stopped a short limo at tho capital, watching the prngros,s of 
events, and whilst there paid his respects to tho blind Kmpnror with 
much pomp and ceremony. Tho formality of “ onloring into tlio 
preaenoo ” was oiio lio uovor omitted to obaoi'vo wboii occasion 
allowed, for tbo nomiu/il antbority of the Mughal was tho most 
powerful moral fiielor in his Land. 

Just about this time Partab Singh was going to bo married, and as 
Poitou bad promisod to attend tho ceremony ho dotorminod to visit 
Jaipur, and from tlionco march to the attsick of Lakwa llfida. 
Collootiug a strong foroo lie sot out for Eajpiitaua, Imt on arriving at 
Ealahei'a on the 14th of November, loarut that tbo rebel oliiof had 
left Jodhpur and joined tho Piliais ia Malwa. This nocoasitatod n 
ohanga of plans, but as it was important for political reasons that 
Perron should keep liis .Jaipur eiigagomeut, ho dolachod Major 
Bom-guien to capture Ajmir, which belougod to T.akwa, and liiiu- 
solf proooodcd to Jaipur to be present at tho nuptials of Partii-b 
Singh on the 20th of November, and add to tho oeromoiiial that 
edai BO precious to Oriental minds. It was not until January, 1801, 
that ho loft this city, and in fulfilment of hie original clesigu of 
attacking Lakwa Dada sot out for Malwa, where that ohiof was last 
roported to be. On bis way ho loviod a heavy Jluo from tho Bfijah of 
Unaria, a recalcitrant oliief who had lately defoated one of Parron's 
detached battahous under Skinner. At tins placo ho learnt that 
Lakwa had evacuated Malwa and gone to Dalia in Bundolkhaml, 
taking the Bhais with him, and th-ed of his I'ruitloss Imut Poitou 
determined to diseontinue it, and relraood hifl stops to his Jioad- 
qnavters at Koil, from which he had been too long absent, 

Meanwhile Ambaji Inglia, the new Maiitha commanclordn-chief. 
Was ordered to take up tho chose of Lakwa, who had now ontrenohod 
himsolf at Soimda, in the terriloiy of tho Elijah of Uatla, and was at 
the head of an army of 0,000 cavalry, 3,000 Bundela troops, and a 
small party of 200 sepoys, commanded by Colonel W, II. Tone, 
and 10 guns. The position ho hod chosen was an oxocedingly 
strong one. In liis roar was the fort of Boimda : in his front a 
network of ravines extending for seven miles: and his flanks 



THE BATTLE OF MALPUEA. 


245 


woro dofondod Ly Lrokon coimlry and soveml ntroiig forts. Through 
those natural defences Ihoro were only throe clear passes or passages 
for Iho advance of an onomy, all strongly protocted with infantry and 
artillery, 

Amhaji luglia, acting under orders from Siudhia, colloctod at 
Gwalior an army of 5,000 horse .and tliroo brigades of regular infantry. 
Of those lattor one was sent him by Perron , consisting of eight 
hattaliona under the command of Colonel Pedron; a second was one 
in his own employ, olllecrod by two Englhshmen, named James 
Shepherd and Joseph BoUasis, and the third an inferior corps 
aoionianded by a native named Kaleh Ali. But having assembled 
this army Amhaji hesitated to march against Lakwa, who was 
not BO mnoh Iho onomy of Sindlua as tho champion of the Marathri 
chieftains against tho tyranny of Ghatlcay Rao, a personage as hateful 
to Amhaji himself as to .any one, whilst tho latter’s foeliugs towards 
Lakwa woro, at tho bottom, not unh'iendly. When at length .an 
advance could no longer ho delayed, Amhaji deputed his hrothor Bala 
Kao to take oommand, and himself romainod at Q-walior. 

In March, 1801, tho army moved towards Sonnda, and a series of 
small skirmishes soon took place, but nothing decisive was effected, 
Perron now hogau to reoogniso tho gravity of the situation, for Lakwa 
Baila and the Bhais had by this time provailod upon Jaswant Piao 
llolkar, and Ali iJahadur, a powerful iudopeiident cliiof in Bundel. 
khand, to support the rohellioii. Thus a most formidahlo eonfedoration 
was prnjootod whicli threatonod Daulat Rao’s autliority, and thereby 
shooktho very fomuhations ofPorrou’s own position. Infact tho iiisur- 
roetion of tho Bhais, as it was still termed, was assuming snob pro- 
portions that it SQoraod likely to change liio existing halanoe of power 
in tho Marathi'i Empire, and opened an actual danger of Sindhia boing 
ornslied by a hostile aUiaueo of all tho other ehiofs in the Deccan, 

This iuduood Perron to proceed to Hounda in person, and ho arrived 
in May with an oseort of a battalion of infantry and 2,000 Hindustani 
horse. Ho found anything but a satistaotoi'y condition of affairs. 
Pedron, overawed by the natural slronglh of Lakwa Ddda'a position, 
had done nothing except engage in a few unimportant skirmishos. 
This dilatory conduct angered Perron, who detoriuined to bring 
matters to an immediate issue, and gave tho order for a general 
asGiinlt on the enemy's entreuclimcnte, and at dawn of clay on the 
drd of May the troops went into notion. 

Thoy wero divided into Ihroo columns to attack tiie three paasos 
that led to Lakwa’s eninp. Tho right ooirsiated of four hattaliona 
under Podron ; in the oontrO wore Shepherd, Bellasis and Kaleh Ali 
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with tlioii' bi'igados; anil on the loft wcro five hntinlious anil 2,000 
Ilimliislaiii lioi’KO unilcr Ciij^itaiii Hyiiiea. Tlio pasH which L'mlron 
nllnolcoil was held by Colonel Tone, who fonglit wiUi si'oat gallantry, 
nutil ho was overpowered, and with his ollicora taken prisouor. In 
the oontro Sliophord and Bollasia were opposed by a oliioC named 
Burar Bingh, whom they drove hack. But the loft wing under Captain 
Byrnes met with a soriona reverse at the hands of the gallant old 
Itiijalr of Dalla, and sustained groat Btanglitor. 

Borron on hearing of this disaster sent to Podron for rolnroroonionts 
of two battalions, and, placing himself at their head, advanced to 
Byrnes’s assistance. After rallying and rofurmiug the rented troops, 
ho led them back to the assault with the greatest personal daring and 
courage. Inapirllod by his presence and example llie men answered 
to his appeal, and the position was now stormed with oompleto suocoss. 
The old Eajah of Datia fonght until ho was Idllcd, whilst Perron 
was himself wounded by a spear thrust during an attack which ho 
pressed homo until it came to hand to hand work. 

This dooidod the battle. Barar Biugli was killod lighting bravely, 
aud Lakwa Dadii, soiiously wounded by a musket shot in the foot, 
escaped with Ilia groalosl dil'lioulty. Tho Bliais Cod on horsohaek, 
aud all the rebel troops dispersed, whilst their sixteen guns were 
taken and their camp piluudorod. Tho day was not, howovoi’, wou 
without BoriouB loss, for the resistance offorod was ohaliuato. In 
Pedron’s coluuiu nearly a thousaud men wore killod and wounded, 
amongst tho latter being two European ollicors. In tho cwilre colnirm 
BoUasis and three other olIicorB were killed, aud 1,500 men placed 
hors do combat; whilst on tho loft Captain Symos and Lieutenant 
Eaish wore wounded, and nearly half their men cut up. Had it not 
been for Perron's prompt aud gaUaul assistance lUo whole of this 
column would have boon aunihilatod. 

Perron behaved with groat humanity and kindness to Colouol Tone, 
Captain Evans and tho other Europoau oiTicors who wore taken 
prisoners. To tho former ho offorod service irr Bindhia’s army, but 
this was declined. Whoronpon all tho oaptivos wore permitted to 
retire to Holkar's territory, Perron furniBliing them with Es.l0,00() to 
defray their expenses and enable them to re-establish their I’ortuueH. 

All this time Major Bourgnien had been doing but little in Ajmir, 
wliieb, it will bo romombered, was Lakwa Bfida’s own province. 
Having arrived befoi-o tho fort in Decombor, 1800, ho endeavoured to 
storm it on tho eighth of the mouth, but was driven back by tho 
garrison. lie thou, in expressive Oriental phraseology, “ sat down ” 
before it, and after huitlessly attempting its reduction by siege, bom- 
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barded it with a mora powarM metal than ii-on, and after five long 
months gained posaossiou of Iho place by bribery on tlio 8tb of May, 
1801; BO that in one woelc Lnljwa Dacia Biistaiuod two crushing clefeiits 
at points BO fur distant as Ajuiir and Sonmla. Tint before news of the 
fall of the former place reached I’orron ha was so disgusted with 
Bourgnion'a iiioompotoneo that he sent Captain Symes to superBodo 
luiii. 

Prom Souuda Perron I'oturueil to Koil, which ho reached early in 
June, having in one short hut hrilliant campaign hrolvon up the rebel' 
lion of the Dhais and asserted Sintlbia’s supremacy. 



OIIArTKU iV. 

I'BIitlUN PAUAMOUNl’. TUB IIAT'TLE Of UJ.TAIN. 

1801 , 

P EBEON was uow at tlio Konitli olliis oavoor. IIo liad IroiiKlit all 
riiudustan into subjoctioii, and was Rupreino witliin llio bonn- 
claries of Sinilliia’s novlboru poESossionH. Whoii ho snoooodod to Eo 
Boiguo's post two formidable enemies stood in bis way, lialloba Tautia 
and Lalcwa Dada. 'Pbo former was dead, tbo lallor a fugitive, and 
for the momout iio shadow of opposition stood botwoon I’orron and 
bis will. Erum Kotali in tbo south to Babaranpur bi tbo uorlb, from 
Jodiipnr in the west to Koil in ibo east, bis ])owcr was paramnnnt. 

An enumeration of tbo lorritorios Perron governed at this time, 
and the countries and stales ho dictated to, will give an idea of tlio 
enormous extent of bis influenco. In the vast Jaitlad bo bold, and 
which inoludocl tbo richest districts of ibo Boub, bo enjoyed tbo 
rights and privilogoa, and lived in tbo state and dignity, of an actual 
sovaroigu. Tlie Subabs, or govoruorsbips, of Sabaraupnr, J’auipat, 
Delhi, Harnol, Agra, and Ajmir, wore directly nndor bis control: bo 
drew their revenues and ordered their govornmout. IJn cliroclml tbo 
piolitios of, and received tribute from, tbo Eajabs of Jaipur and 
Jodhpur, and many lo.sscr Rajput chiefs, and claimed authority, if 
be did not actually exercise it, over the Sildis between the Jumna and 
tbo yutlcj. Within Hindustan proper ho owned the monopoly of tbo 
salt and eustoms duties, tbo two most valuable sources of rovouuo 
that existed, and enjoyed tbo exclusive privilege of ooiniiig money, 
and bis annual rovonuo was estimated at tl.liba.nOO storliiig. His 
possoseiou of tbo person of the Emperor, Sliab ’Alam, oiiablod him 
to invoice the Imperial authority for all bis actions, ami ho enforced 
bis will by the terror bis disciplined army inspii'ccl, 

It is not woiiclcrful that such marvellous snceosis turnod Poitou’s 
bead. Prom hawking bandkorebiefs in a Proneb provincial town to 
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I'ulinf' ITiuiliistan IViiH an fwlvaiioouioiil in life that miglit liavo clazuleil 
tlie most soIjgv liraiu. LVom aorvin" as a sailor oil board a Treucli 
tVigato to ooimuamling au aiiiiy of 40,000 mou was a promotion that 
(iuds few pamllolfi in history. Limvo iu the tiolil, ami not ovorbcaring 
ill tlio (lamp, roiToii Inwl hitherto boon rospoctod Ly his Jjiiiropeau 
oflioM'fi and bolovod by his troops, and, until noiv, retained the charac- 
ter De Boigue had conooivod of him, namely, that ho was a gallant 
soldier and a man of plain sense. 

But in 1801 a change beoamo apparent in Porrou’s nature whieli 
soon began to iuflnonco his behaviour. He grow intoxicated with 
BUCCOHS. The siihllG oil of Oriental flattery WM poured into his ears, 
and ho learnt to love it. Great schemes suggested tliomsolvD.s to his 
mind, and ho indulged iu dreams of establishing an indopondont 
kingdom for himself, or whining a place in his eoiiiitry's history by 
restoring to Franco the doiiiitiion of the Bast. On his elevation to his 
prosont post ho had onlerod into corrospoiidoiieo with Piron, tlis ano- 
ouasor of Bayinond at llaidarabad, and with the French faction of 
Mysore, with whose revolutionary political prinoiplos he was iu entire 
sympathy. Had liortiino permitted such a oomhination Perron would 
liave joined thoso oouiitrymou of liis iu a concerted oudoavour to 
establish again tho French power in India. But Lord Wellesley broko 
up Ph'on’s foroo at llaidarabad, and Tijm Sultan's Froiioh auxiliaries 
Biirroudorod to tho English at Soriugapatain, so that tho only hope re- 
maining to tho French of reviving their ancient rule in the East was 
centred in Perron, for ho was now tho solo roprosoutativo of the 
French struggle in India, 'I'ho rule of a national champion aiipealod 
to his vanity and pride, and he shaped his policy aocordiiigly, and 
tlisplayed a decided proferonoo for Itopnbiican principles. Ho did not 
roiiliso that tho presence of a French army — for so his Brigades oaino 
to bo oallod — in tho very heart of Hindustan must raise tho jealousy 
of tho English ; or, if ho did, he was propwod to inonr tlie risk, for lie 
began, without any diHgui,s 0 , to pinrsuo a course of favouritism in order 
to advance tho viows he had adopted.* Ho ignored the claims of morit 

* TlioMlowiTiglootnotoiiiKayo’B“mo of Lni'clMDloiilfo”i0intBi'o3ting. It 
is an oxtraot from a lottor of tlio latter, ilatoa the 22uiJ of Mai-oli, 1802.-™“ Camp, 
KashulgJuir.'-IlMO I found lour inoro battaliona of Perron’s troops. One of 

tho oHlceis eaiiio to visit mo, anxious to bear of his fatlior, Oolonel . 1 

obtained somo inl'ormalion from him rolalive to tlio Mahratta sor-vlcie. It 
ftlipoars that proiiiotioa dopendB on Uenoral Perron, who is iwtiiraliy disposocl 
to favour his own oountrymmi. So far, however, sis the rank of captain, every 
oiliccr obtains a step nnmmlly — i.e. in four years a man must bo a captain, 
Tho rtiJo oxtouds no higlior. Tlio iinifonti of the Sepoys is tha same as tho 
Cwupany’s ; so aro the iicooutramonls, wiUi tho exception that tliey carry a 
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aiiiT the rights of regimental sonioriLy, ami lilloil all tlio posts of com- 
mand in hia Erigades with his own coimlrymon, who wore pitch-foi'lced 
over the heads of JSnropeaus of other nationalities, without justice 
and without desorl. This policy naturally excitoil tho enmity and die- 
saliafaction of all foroigners scrviiig under him and croalod a spirit 
wbioli weakened his army. It was n gross dopiivturo from the prin- 
ciples laid down hy Do Doiguo, who, above all things, was Impartial, 
and uovot gave profovonco to auy individual, but promoted eacli man 
by seniority, or for acknowlodgod merit, iu pursuing an opposito 
oourso Porrou hardly took tho trouble to dissctiiblo. IIo tolerated hia 
English officers only from nocossity, fully prepared to diaohargo them 
when the occasion arose, whilst ovoi'y adventurer who could boast a 
Erenoli estraotiou, was pushed forward into appointmouts of respon- 
sibility and omohuneut, iiTospectivo of claim or talont. That ovou- 
tually these favoured oonntrymon of his rewarded his proforonoo hy 
disloyalty and ingratitude was hut a just rotribution. His downrall, 
indeed, was brought ahotrt hy tho vorymon whom ho now raised from 
irisignifioauoe to i)owor. This can oroato little surprise whoii thoir 
oharaotors aro oousiderod. “Low they wore,” writes one of Uio super- 
sodod English ollioers, “in every souso of the word. Low in birth, 
iu ediicatiou, and iu prmoiplo. Poitou’s army booamo a nnniaturo 
of tho French licyolution. Wretches wore raised from cooks and 
batbora to become colonels and brigadiers, and absurdly ontrunLod 
with the command of troops, and showed into paths to noqiuro kkha 
of rupees. This was tho qulntesaoneo of cgalUe, the aomo of Fronoh 
Bovolulion, the principles of which wore now generally allbolod in 
the Force.” 

As a natural oouso(iuonoe every English officer iu tho Brigades soon 
came to detest Perron. Thoir supersession hy illiterate and ruprobnto 
Frenchnien was sufficient to raise thoir indignation. How unjustly 
they suffered may ho gathered from tho fact that iu tho period of 
twenty years bclwoon 1783 and 1803, during wlueli Do Boigno’s 
battalions flourished, only foiu Frenchmen wore killed in active 
service, whilst fifteen British-horn officers mot thoir death on tho field 
of battle. These partisan p)rojvulicoa which Perron displayed wore 
destructive not only of tho enjirlt de corjji} that had previously in- 
Bpii’od his army, but of the politiool harniony which should have 
existed between the Marfllhi'is and the English. To the promotion 
of a good fooling between tho two powers Do Boigno had partiaularly 

sword as well us a bayonet and musket. The band, which wiia in full tune, 
as they m.arohetl by my little ownp, played nothing but rauroliea—porfaetly iii 
the European style.” 
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(iddrossod hiniaoli', baL nudov rorron this fi-iendslii^) soon changed to 
mutual distrust and hostility. 

But this -was not the only cniniiy I’ciToii raised against himaolf and 
Ilia imiator. As his power and inlhienoo inctoasod Bindhia's Mardthii 
chiefs found tlitiir own declining, and with osioh augmoutation of the 
regular llrigiidos their fondal troops hocamo of less and loss acoount, 
and fowci' prinos fell to tlioiv sharo. It was ovidont thoir oconpation 
was slipping away, and with it thoso hereditary privilogos and emolu- 
ments BO dear to the native hoarl. Political oxtiuction and pecuniary 
ruin throatenod them, and the desperate condition of tlicu' prospects 
soon inKtigutcd them to plot against the Ibroigucr who had usurped 
their rights and to outer into inlrigiios to offoob his ruiu, 

ITuodlosa of thoso gathering dangers Perron pursued his course. 
Tlelnnd his political amhitiou there was an oven greater iiieontivo 
to personal exertion, and that was his love of niouey, Tho harvest 
wiiB rich, the season prosperous, tlio hnsbandmau in liumour, and ho 
reaped and reaped. Ilis pay and allowances wore ouormoiia. As 
oouiniamlor-in-chiof of tho Imperial army ho drew 118.15,000 j)C!r 
viunscm, with a liberal extra for “ table ospeusos.’' Por the support 
of his bodyguard ho received a monthly sum of E8.o2,000. On all tho 
roveiiuo oollootious of tho Jaidad hia commission was 5 2 «r centum, 
and tho same on tho rovonuos of tho Suhalis ho admiiiiafcorod. In 
every political arrangomonl ho sanotionod, or entered into Avilh tho 
neighbouring prinoo.s and fondatory stales, ho exacted a natisicw, or 
complimentary donation, of 25 per cent The wealth of tho man was 
prodigions. On the lowest calculation, exclusive of tho pay of his troops, 
he enjoyed a monthly emolumoul of IIb. 100,000, which, at the exchange 
ol tho day, ropresontod an annual income of over £150,000. In ad- 
dition to this there must have been many other sonreos of gain open 
to him, for his savings in seven years wore variously estimated at 
from one to two millions sterling. 

It is now necessary to turn to a contemplation of tho state of affaire 
ill the Deccau, whore Haiilat Mao Sindhia had been so long delayed, 
to tho advantage of his European depiuly in Uiudiwtau. 

Early in tho year 1800 Nana Earnavis, the great ManUhd mini,9tor, 
died, and a dispute immediatoly broke out between Sindhia and tlje 
PoMhwa over tho divieion of the iminenso property lelt by tho deceased, 
Daulat Bao illnstrated tho practical application of the adage that 
poBsosRion is nine points of tile law, by seizing tho Nana’s Jaghk, or 
territory, under pretext of a claim of u million sterling against tho 
estate. I’lot and counterplot succeeded, too long and too complicated 
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to 1)0 clelailod liei'6, inoxtricaUy iutenvovoii as tlioy woi'o wUli tho 
iu&urrsotioii of the Ubals, whose cause llie I’osbwa eKpmiaod after the 
hai'bai’ons repnaak anil hloollhirsly oxociiUoua Khiclliia had ovlotol, 
and which, as explained in a jirovioiis chapiter, left the latter without 
any friBiida or adherents amongst hie own coinitryiueii, oxcojit his 
father-in-law, Ghatkay Eao. Disorders and turmoils ))ro]ce out on 
ovary side, and their occnrronco pirouipitod Jaswant Itiio dlollcar to 
take advantage of the diflicnlty in which ids rival was plunged, to 
reassert the political inilnonce of his fiuuily, which, since the death of 
Taltuji Holkar, bad fallen to a vory low obh. 

In order to explain Jaswant Kao’s standing it is ncoessary to go 
back a little and pick np tho thread of tho nai'rativo at the point whoro 
mention of tho hoube of Ilolkar oeosed. After Talci’iji’s crushing 
defeat at Lakliairi in 17HS ho rotii'od to hia capital, whoro, in 1797, 
ho followed hia lifo-loug rival, lladhoji Shidhia, to Iho burning ghaut. 
Talciiji left behind him four sons, two logitiiu/ito and two uiitnrnl ones, 
Of the former, the older and acknowlodgod heir was Kluisi Kao, but 
he waa weak in iiitolloot and deformed in person, whilst tho younger 
brother, Malliar Kao, was bravo and aspiring. A contest for tho sue- 
cession took place between tboso two, and Klwsi lliio, with fatal 
weakness, api)lied to Sindhia for asaistaiico. So oxcollout an oppor- 
tunity of increasing liis importance and inlluonoo was precisely what 
Daulat Kao desired. IIo bccatuo for a time tho champion of tlio 
rightful heir of tho hoiiso of Ilolkar, and in tho striigglo that ensued 
Malhar Kao lost his lifo in hattio, and his inliiut sou, Khandi Iliio, foil 
into Sindhia’s hands. Khasi Kao was now loft nominally tu full 
possession of tho Government, but, in reality, wholly dopoudout on 
Sindhia. 

During the struggle batwoon Khasi Itao and Malhar Kilo, tliG two 
natvu-ftl sons, Jaswant Kao and Itbal Kao, supported tlio lafctor, and 
when ho was killed wore forced to floo. Ithal Kao sought rofugo 
at Kolapur, and eventually mol a violent doath at the hands of hia 
enemies. Jaswant Kao, in tlio first instanoo, found piroloction at 
Nagpur, and later on, aflor unmcroiis vicissitudofl, in vyliioh his lifo wiw 
often in danger, at Dhar. Doing a chief of groat personal galliuitry 
and talent ho was soon able, in tho diati'aotod stato of politics, to 
gather around him many adherents of his father who wore pruvonted 
from supporting tlio causo of Khaei Kao by liis counootion with 
Sindhia. Having collected a formidahlo following diiHwaut Kfio 
entered on tho life of a professional fr'oobootor, diroeting hia ontor- 
pirisas ohiofly against Sindliia’s tomtoiics. One of his first acta was 
to enter into an alliance with a colobralod Pathtin soldier of fortnno. 
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named Araii' Klii'ui, who wiiB at ilio head of a liand of free lances, 
mid lived by vapiiio and fovay. Amir Khiiii’H pccnliiir abilily, aiulacily, 
and fame in pi'odatory oxpoditions marlcod him mii. as a lit auxiliary 
for the BoliomoR iTiisu’iint Ibio medilalod, and tlio Patbiin, on Iris part, 
was not blind to tlio advnntaiie of coimeeting liimefllf with a chief of 
Buch high dignity n't Jaswnnt Biio, “llirougli whom" (to qnoto from 
his moraoirs) “ a road luighl bo opened to tho managomout of groat 
affairs, oven to tbo voi'y liighosi, from bohiiid tha onrtain.” 

It wafi not long before) Klinai Itno proved montally incapable of 
ruling, and whon tliis lioeaino iiolovioiifi Jaawant Itfio liad no difliculty 
in atrongtboning Ida pioaitiou by proclaiming tliat ho was acting on 
behalf of Khandi It/lo, tho no2)bow and hoir of Kbaai lUo, and in tho 
natne of this infant lio assumed the headship of the house of Ilollcav. 
Ills pingnlar Huceosa and tho depredations ho committed in Sindhia's 
Narbada dislriots noon roused tho lattor to aotioa, and a dotnehmont 
of regular infantry was soiit against him imdor the command of tho 
Chevalier Diulronoc. This officer, on tho death of Taln'iji, had cast in his 
lot with Khasi Ri'i,o, a peditioal orror which soon beoaino apparent to 
him, but never more oloarly than on this ocoasion when ho was 
flor«atod by Jaswant itao, whoso ro[)ntation was thereby vastly iu- 
oreaHod. Tho rovovsn ho sustainocl dooidod Diidronoo to change his 
nllogianoo, and doolaring his oonviclion that Khasi Eao was incapable 
of governing, ho piassod. over with all his battalions to tho service of 
(Taswant Ildo. 

Jaswant Efw's fortimoa wore now in the ascendant, and lie began to 
dream of ro-ostablishing the old glory and intlucnco of his house. 
Soon Ills improyod ciroumstancos roquirod that ho should conform to 
tho rospootahility ospoetod in a chiof of position, and lio roformocl his 
vagabond army, introduced a certain dogroo of discipline into its 
ranks, and augmented his regular battalions, so as to put himsolf on a 
more equal fooling with Sindhin. Sovoml European officers wore 
engaged to raise corps for him, and men of character and abilily 
tompted to enter his sorviee by liberal terms of romimaration. As 
there happened to bo a greater number of Eronoh advsntin-era in the 
Eocean than of any other nationality, throe-fouiths of the Europeans 
mlroduoed into his eervico belonged to that country, In addition to 
Dudraneo's Brigade two others were raised, each consisting of four 
battalions. Ono was oommandod by Capdain Gardner, but ho did not 
remain long in tbo service, being suoooedeci by Captain Dodd. Tlia 
other was imder Captain Plumot, “a Ereadnuau and a gentleman; 
two qualities which wore seldom united in tho Mahrafcta army." The 
BUeoosaas achieved by those infantry Brigades soon enabled Hollcar to 
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imy tliom witli iolevaLlo punctuality, and for a iimo ho cnntiuuod to 
devastate Hindhia's iomtories in the vicinity of Ujjain without oppo- 
sition. Sindhia was, in fact, sacriHcinff ovorylhinff to mainlain hia 
influence at Poonab, where the political firiuamout continnod to ho 
much disturbed. But a time camo when ho could no longer dis- 
ragai'd the rapidly growing power of Jaswant lliio, and he felt 
compelled to take action against him, or run the rislc of his own 
Malwa districts being hairiod into a wilderness. And so in 18(11 ho 
left the Peshwa’a court, and accompanied by an onormons army sot 
out on his return to Bjjain. 

Ilis progress was so alow that it allowed Jaawaiit Ilao ample time 
to call in all his scattered detaohmonte and ooneontriito them in tho 
neighbourhood of Bindhia’s capital, with the intoutlon of swooping 
down upon it in one linal raid. When Daulafc Bao reached tho Tapti 
he heard of the tlircatoiiod danger, and in his alarm sent forward 
Major George Hessiug with throe of his battalions and one from 
Fidole Filozo’a corps to protect the city. By this liino tho rainy 
sea.son had broken, and (lie country waa in a state most dillicult for an 
army to traverse, notwithstanding which Ilossing made an astnniBhingly 
rapid route and reached Ujjain by the end of June. A few days iiftor 
his departure from Sindhia’s camp the chief’s anxiety inoroaHod, and 
he ordered Lioutenant MacIntyre, with the fourth battalion from 
.Hessiug's Brigade, and a second from Filozo’s, to follow and support 
the advanced column, Three days later ho detached two of Sutlior- 
land's battalions from tho First Brigade, under Captain Gautier, to 
further strengthen Hossing, and finally rawnod his imliooility by 
closing up tbo roar, after another interval, with two more of Suther- 
land’s battalions and a park of artillery imdor Captain Browmigg, 

There was thus an cchelle of small isolated dotaclimouls, with 
twenty, thii'ty, and forty miles between oaoli, marolnug against an 
enomy whose entire strength was concentrated on tho objective point. 
Jaswant Eiio was too able a general to lot such nn oiiportunity slip, 
and at once prepared to attack tho dotachmonts in detail, Passing 
by HcBsiug, who had reached Ojjaiu, ho fell upon MacIntyre at Nuri 
and compelled him to surrender. Elated with suooess ho pinshod on 
to attack Brownrigg, who, ou hearing of tho disastor, had crossed the 
Narbada aud cffoctod a junction with Gautier near tho town of Batwiis, 
whore he took up a very strong position, Tho force under his com- 
mand only amounted to four battalions of infantry and a hnndred 
Eohillas, with, however, a vei-y strong park of artillery, Holkar’s 
army, according to a Bombay p.aper puiblislied at tlio time, oousisted 
of fourteen rogidar battalions, nndor Plumet, 5,000 Eobillas, 50,000 
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MarMhiL cavalry, 37 heavy gnus, anil 43 light M(l-i)ieeoa ; hut this 
appears an exaggerated estimate. Still it Is certain lie liad an 
immense numoiieal superiority over Brownrigg. The battle oom- 
uieueed fit seven o'clock in tiro morniug with a discharge of round 
and grape shot from .Tiifiwant l{fLo’.s gnus. An artillery duel sno- 
ceedetl, and lasted for four hours, when an attempt was made to 
advance and storm. Browtirigg’s po.sitiou. But ho defended himself 
with such resolution and judgment that all Holkar'a attacks wore 
unavailing, whole files of his infantry being cut to pieces by the 
chain shot diaohavgod against them. Before long the men became 
demoralised and refused to advance, and Major Plnmet being taken 
prisoner,* Holkar decided on a retreat, wliioh he did not effect with- 
out enormous loss. Brownrigg’s casualties were only 107, hut 
amongst them was his gallant fellow-countryman, Lienlonant Eow- 
hotliam, 

Jaswant Buo now relirod to Indore, from whence ho sent urgent 
moBsagea to Amir Kbiin to join him with all siioed. But the Pathau 
chief was a man of obstinate metal, and iireferrod to retrieve HoUiav’s 
rovorsB rather than commit himself to a rotrograde movement. So 
ho boldly advanced against U.jjain to attack llossing, whereupon 
nolkar plucked up heart, and, hurrying forward with two brigades of 
infantry, oil'ectod a junction with lus ally. On the 2nd of July, 1801, 
the oombiued foroos moved against the city. They found Hessiug 
drawn up ready to recolvo tliom, his force in a square formation, with 
its roar clefouilecl by tho battlements of the capital. Jaswanl lino 
divided his army into two equal divisions, making over the command 
of one to Amir Kh4u and loading tho other himself. The Pathin 
opened tho action by dispersing Ilessing’s considerable body of Marathfi 
horao by a charge of his own cavalry, and thou directed, a heavy 
cannonado upon the four battalions of regular infaufcry. Those wore 
soon thrown into oonfusion, upon which their commandor, a half-caste 
son, by a native woman, of gallant old John Hessiug, failed to domou- 
strate the doctrine of heredity, aud fled at an early stage of the action, 
leaving his offioers to meet tho advance of Blumet’s brigade, which 
was now commanded by a Prenchman named Pleury. Tho result 
was soon placed beyond doubt, for, although pressing's oflioors behaved 
with conspicuous galiantiy, freoly sacrificing their lives in tho defouce 
of their colours, they wore completely Oveipowored, and, towards the 
obse of the action, annihilated by a spirited charge of the Patban 
cavalry under Amir Khan himself. “ To the end," writes a contem- 
porary observer, they behaved with all that cool and collected 
r ,So stated in the nowspapor quoted from— but the fact is doubtful. 
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fortitude wliioh belongs to true heroism, and fell covot'od with hoiiour- 
iiblo wounds.'' Of the twelve ollicers engaged, eight woro killed 
and throe wounded and mado xn-isonors, Ilcssiug niono oaaiii)ing to 
Bairiiugai'li by a eraven flight. Those who lost thoir lives were 
Captain-Lieutenant John Macpihorson, a son of Captain Maophor.sou 
in the Comp.any’B aorvico ; Lioulenaut John Grahinii, sou of Ensign 
Orahani in the same ; Lieutenant Edward Moutaguo, son of Colonel 
Moutagiio of tho Bongal Artillory ; Liontenant IJoolan, Ensign.s 
lladdon and Unpuhart, all of Hessing’s brigado, and LieuteuantB 
Lany and Meadows of Filoze’s corp.s. Amongst tho woimdod wero 
Lienlenaut Humpheralone, Captain Dupont .and Major Doridou, tho 
latter a half-bred Frouclimau, who.so sister Perron had married. Ho 
was eventually ransomed by Colonel John Hessing, of Agra (who 
•was also a oonuootion of his), by a payment of li,a.40,0()0, which sum 
Siiidhia aftoiuvards refunded -with unusual generosity. Tho heads of 
the dead oflioors wero out off and carried to Ilolkar, who rewarded 
this atrocious act of mutilation 'with a payment of Es.1,000 for each, 
Jlolkar bought the victory dear’, altliough ho captured 20 guns. Tu 
Amir Klidu's memoirs it is stated that 200 Europeans were killed in 
tho battle, 'wliioh the editor, in a footnote, explains “probably iu- 
eludad all classes of Christians, so that the uumboi’ slaiu may have 
been nearly as stated in tho text’’; but this niipears vary doubtful, 
and the sportive fancy of tho AmiPs biogva£>hoi', Basiiwau Ldl, lU'obably 
added a redundant cipher to the right band of tho total. llG,ssing’a 
camxi was plundered and an immense booty of stores, elepbaiits, 
horses, ketblo-drirms, and standards fell into tho hands of tho victors 
in addition to the guns. The next day tho city of TJjjain was given 
over to xiiUaga, and sacked ■with all tho thoroughness peculiar to 
Asiatic freebooters, gifted with a gonius for the disoovery of oacMs 
and secret hiding-places. 

Holkar's lu'ostigo ■was onormo'usly increased by tho viotory of Ujjain, 
and overtures for an alliance -were now made to him hy Lalcwa Diidn, 
the champion of the Blmis, who, ollhougli wounded, was still able to 
intrigue. This chief proposed a combination betwoon Ali Bahadur, 
of Bundellshand, Jaswant Rao Holkar, and liimsolf against fciindliia, 
and a formidable allianoe was thus xiroaiolod, which soriouBly tliroatonod 
the gi'oat house of Ujjain. 

Sindhia was at Bm-hanpur when news reached him of tho clisaBlor 
that had overwhelmed Hosaing’s brigade. “ Hs writhed in an agony 
of vexation and rage at hearing of it," writes the quaint native historian 
already quoted. His first act was to send orders to Perron at Delhi 
to himy to ins support. The moment was critical, Dvei'y day helped 
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to fftn into Ilamo tlio luoukloi'ing embers of long pent-up hatted and 
joalntisy that existed against him iu tho Doeeiiu, iiud Diaiilafc liiio 
urged ou i’erron tho snjiremo necessity of using every exertion in 
bringing his brigades south, and simullaueously recalled to his hoad- 
qnartoi'B the troops he had left at rooiiah to maintain his authority 
thoro. Those included 1 0,000 Mariltha cavalry uu dor Ghathay iljio, 
and tho romaiiiiug five battalions of the first brigade nuder Colonel 
llobort Sutherland. Ah soon a& they joined, Siudhia’s confidence began 
to roturn, and ho only awaited Perron’s arrival to iulliot a orushing 
blow ou tho hasoboru irpstart of the rival house who had lowered his 
pride and defeated his regular infantry. 


It 
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THE WAU WITH tTUOllCrli TUOMAh. 

1801. 

A liOUT tbo mkldlu of IBOl a ilangei' wUkli liad for isomo time piisL 
Loou U'OiiljUiig iforron bogau to assniuo fonHklablu proportions. 
This was tiro singular rise to power of George Thomas, whoso history 
has ahoady been related. Botwoen the two ailvonturors enmity had 
long o.^isted, for they woro autagouistie at every point and hated oaoh 
other as cordially as Briton and li'ronebiaau could halo at that period, 
rorron was both joalouB and fearful of Thomas’s increasing iulUumoe, 
which had been greatly augmented by tho recent brilliant campaign 
against the Bikhs of tho Sutloj States. More than onoo during the 
past year the Froncliinatt had made a sly attack on Jhajjar territory, 
thoroby raising the wrath and indignation of its niaBlor. A 
common instinct told both that soonor or later their difforouccs would 
have to he decided by the sword, and the Irishman, with whom there 
was never any time like tho present for fighting, was getting ready for 
the fray, I’erron, on his part, having disposed of Lalcwa Giida, folk 
himself free to approach this now cliffionlty, For somo timo past ho 
had urged on Siudhia tho necessity of onishing Thomas's power, ami 
a treaty had hccu approved by the chief, framed with tho ohjeel of 
reducing Jowmj Jung to a position of subordhiatlon to Torron. To 
impose this treaty upon Thomas, PoiTon camo to Bolin in Juno, 1801, 
and wrote to him to send a valdl to confer on the matter. Thomas, 
who had concluded peace with the Bikhs, and withdrawn to his capital 
to prepare himsslf for resistanco, in view of a possible niptnro, so far 
acquiesood in Terron’s wish as to depute an agent to nttoiid tho 
General. 

Such was the condition of aflaiis on tho Bth of July, when the 
battle of Gjjaiu occurred, and Bindhia ordered .Iferron to proceed at 
once to the Beecan with two complete brigades and all the Hindnstaui 
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liorse. This ivas tanlamouiit lo the evaoiiatiou of HiiiJustau, for 
complianco with these orders would haye left Upper India defenceless, 
Bavitif; for a few garrison Iroopti. 

But Ilindiistau was ns comjjlotely under Perron’s sway as his own 
for it was held and controlled by the army ho commanded. 
Although for the sake of form he cited lha Emperor’s name as 
authority for his actions, and from time lo time, at Darhi'ir, confessed 
himself Sindhia’a humblo and obedient servant, Perron was the 
paramount lord and master of the country so long as bis brigades 
wsi'o at his hack. And now those brigades wero summoned to the 
south. 

It was impossible to lot them go : to proceed there himself would 
be an act of abdication. Ilis own duty and fciiudhia’a soro distre.9S 
had no weight in his mind wliile that terrible Irishman paraded his 
troops and won his victories on the western confines of Delhi. What 
mattered Daulat Ihlo’a danger, when dangur threatened Perron? 
Charity begins at home, and tlie former must be mol with temporising 
promises, the latter with the brigades, unless perchance— it was a 
brilliant idea that ooourrod to him— he could induce Thomas to under- 
take the figlitiug in the Deccan, and leave him, with his troops 
intact, in Hindustan, 

Eor some time past it had been appavout that the Uenernl was neglect- 
ing Sindhia’s intor6.sts and oonsulling only his own, This behaviour was 
conCnnod now, for on receiving Daulat Rao’a orders to proceed to Ms 
aid Perron at once lapsed into protestations, and with tliesa began 
and ended his response to his master’s appeal. His sense of loyalty 
and his seutimonls of gratitude to a prince who had loaded him with 
favoiU’S and raised him to his high station woro lost in approhousious 
of his own danger, and with a supreme selfishness he sacrificed 
everything to his own iutorosta. 

Thors e.xists a very detailed record of Perron’s behaviour, during this 
critical period of Sindhia’s allairs, iu some Persian ATIiars, or news- 
papers, printed at tho timo, and Uie following extracts, thrown into a 
narrative form, exhibit tho true character of the man of whom they 
treat. 

Tho chronicle commences on tho 28th of June, 1801, when intima- 
tion was received at Delhi that Thomas hail made peace with Ihe 
8ikhe, and was preparing for hostilities witli Perron, from whom he 
had just roooivod proposals for a political arrangement. In tlie suceesa 
of those Thomas evidently had very little faith, for he opened com- 
munications witli Lakwa Di'ida, who was in Datia territory, pro- 
posing an alliance against the Frenchman. 
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Ten. ilnys lator, on Uic blli of .fiily, L’oitou reccsiveil iuforrualiou of 
the defeat of Ilossing at Ujjaiu, and Riiunltiuioouhly urgent ordora 
reacliod liini from yindhia to juarcli to the Iteocaii -with liiw hrigiuloK. 
To tlioBQ he aont a reply saying lio would blait at oiico. On the 
15th of tlie moutli he moved out one stage from Delhi, with tho 
ostensible intention of proceeding south, hut having oneaiupod at 
Biirahpiila, remained tliore fast, showing no inclination to continue 
Ilia march. Ilero, on tho I'Jth, ho rocoivod a visit from Bapu Siudhin, 
his deputy-governor in the Saharaupur proviuco. li.fi this district 
adjoined Thomas’s territory and that of tho Sikhs with whom ho had 
looeutly boon at war, Bapu was certainly tJio porson most (jualifiecl to 
all'ord infonnatioii ahont Thomas, to obtain which was probably tho 
imsou of hi.9 being summoned io altond I’crron, for » long “con- 
Bultatiou " was reported to have taken place. Tho following day 
Perron returned to Bollii with four of his ISutopoau oiiiccrs, and wont 
through the formal coromony of being *• adniiltod to tho prosunco ” of 
the Emperor, to whom tho naiial oileriugs woro prosentod, and from 
whom tho customary gifts wore, in Inni, received. 

For the jioxi IbHiiig'ht Feimii mit&iuod at Delhi, iryhtfr to bi'ing to 
an issue tho uogotitttion.s with Thomas, for on the 7th of August it 
was ptiblioly given out that “ tho General was diverted from his 
purpose uf tnarohiug to Seiudia’s aid by iinparlant business nogotiu- 
tious with Thomas, by which lie hopes io ohlain four of that porsem’s 
battalions and 20,000 Bikh horsemen to send to Oojoiu.’’ And yet in 
the very same issue it is stated that “on Perron’s speedy ariival 
depends the fate of Boindia, whoso silnatiou has bocomo critical, ’’ 

On tho Bth of August Perron “ called in his dotaohmonia,” ami it 
was notified that “ immediately after his iuterviow with Thomas the 
General intends to march against Ilolkor.’’ Another day passed, ami 
ho wrote to one of his native oflicials that “ after fcsvo or threo days, 
having adjustsd matters of great urgency, I will sot out to join 
Soiudia," On the same dalo, with his nsual pnuotilio in revenue col- 
lections, ho sent a warning to tho Eajah of Jaipur to bo up to time in 
the payment of his tiihulo. 

Pour days later the receipt of another urgent letter from Bindhia 
was announced, which conveyed tho information that Ilotlm,r’i! army 
was only fifteen miles distant, and that many of Daulal Itao’s chiefs 
had deserted to tlio enemy, and once more urged Perron to join him 
with all speed. On tho 19th of August rumours reached Delhi tliat 
matters were still more critical, “ all the Dooean chiefs having joined 
Jeswunt Elio Holker,” hut still Perron made no sign of slartiug, foi' 
negotiations with Thomas were coming to a head, and his whole 
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atfcsntioii was moiiopoliyod by lliom. TIio uoxi, day ho raovod out to 
SiUiram Ka Herai, uaai' Baliaduvgarli, wlioro au iuloi-view look place 
between him and JoiornJ Jiintj. It appears to liave been bodged 
about wilk the eoremonial and dilaloriness of Orioutal diplomacy, for 
a week later lie was Btill at tlio same place. 

Tko next entry occurs on the fltli of Soptombor. Tbo Emperor 
filiali ’Alam having constantly intiuirad, “ When is General Perron 
going to Oojein ? ” and as constantly been informed, “ In two or 
three days," relieved bimsplf of tbo saga opinion that “be did not 
think tbo General allowed any intention of going at nil 1 ’’ and almost 
at the same date ilajak Partilb Biugb, of Jaipur, who had evidently 
boon following Perron’s niovomcnts with a profound intorest, an- 
nounced in open court that bis agent at Jlolbi bad written him saying 
that “ Perron kolda forth an intnutiou of .joining Roindia, but that in 
roality bo entertains no such design, and has conimonood a soerol 
oorrospon donee with Luokwadaila.’’ Commoutiug on ■vvbicli tho Ilajah 
observed that “the General sooms to bave dotaobod liimsDlf from 
Soiiidia, and baa not acted well in bo doing." 

Tins sido-hglit thrown on the negotiations between Perron and 
Thomas is interesting, in so far as it snggOBts a reason why the latter 
was disappointed later on in receiving tho assistance he expected from 
Iiakwa Dtida, whoso notoriously troaolieroiis chavaotor would be quite 
equal to onoouragiiig 'riiomaa to resist, and coming to a secret nndor- 
stauding with Perron to stand neutral. 

On tho 13Lh of Beptambor it was reported that Porron was going to 
llio camp of Ali llahadur.ono of Uio allies in Iha eonl'odevation against 
Siiidbia, to settle certain affairs, and. about the same time the report 
of bis negotiations with Lakwa Dada was eouftimod. 

On the Kith of Septombor Porron roturned to Delhi, all attempts to 
come to an understanding witli TJiomas having proved futile. Shortly 
after his arrival ho paid his rospocts to the Emperor, but “ on receiving 
an express went off to Oool.” A week later it was reported at tho 
capital that Daulat Itfio Sindliia continued ropcatodly writing to 
Perron, urging him by every meanB in his power to help him, and was 
at the same lima so Banguino of rospouse that ho “ only" awaited the 
arrival of the Gonoral lo attack Holkar. It is instrnctivo to read, 
side by side with this, that “ it is piibliely roportod in Hindustan that 
General Porron has withdrawn from tho ooutoatwith Jesmint Hao 
llolkerl’’ 

On tho ffflth of Reptomber Dragoon, Commandant of tho fort of 
Delhi and custodian of tho Emperor’s person, roeoLvod a letter from 
perron, tlio coutonts of which bo made known. Tlioy wore to tbo 
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effect tlinl i'ervoii’n " wish Imd beou to romaiii at Polbi, but lUo 
nooesfiity of souding troops to Daiiliit Ilao Simlbia obliged bini to 
repair anddeiily to Koil, and ?/r linit unit a ^vilb iiiilibu'y 

stores and nmniuiiitioii, to Dniilat Uiio.” 

Here, at last, bo seems to Imve awalcoiiod to n aonso of bis duty, 
but, as will presontly bo scoii, tbo good iuloution witboi'od in tbe 
bud. 

On tbe 29th of Septomber canio tlio news of tbo defeat of Captain 
fimitli’a force at Georgogarb by Thomas, followed Iwo days later by 
alarming intolligonco of a .sanguinary battlo, in wbicb Bourgnien and 
bis brigade bad been defeated and lost 3,0(10 men, whilst tbo Irisluniui 
bad regained Gcorgegarli, and was in possossion of it. No sooner did 
Perron lioar of this than l>o sont iininadiato orders to Drugoon at 
Dellii to entertain fresh levies, dosiiatcbod I’odron to tbo front with 
robifoi'oemants of five battalions, and ordered George lIoRsing, who 
bad evidently arrived at Agra from Ujjain, to march to Bonrgulou’s 
assistanee with fcnir battalions. At the samo time bo collectod all tbo 
availablo troops at Koil, and gave out that bo intended lo take tbo 
command in person against Thomas. 

The total force at this tune nudor Porron’s command in ITindnstiin 
consisted of three brigades of infantry, C,000 llindnaUni horse, and 
tbe gandson troops. Of those, two brigades — tbo third nudor Bourgnien 
and tbo fourth under Podron— and most of tbo cavalry wore omployod 
against Thomas at Goorgogavh, It is probablo that Podron’s brigade 
was ilio one wbicb Perron informod Grngoon “ bad boon sent " to 
Ujjain. But it is possiblo that when ho so wrote he was reforring to 
the second brigade, under Pohlman, whose hoachpuirlors wore at Maltra. 
’VVbiehover it was it is very certain tliat noitlior procoodod vory far 
towards tbe destination indicated. Podrou’a, as lias boon shown, was 
diverted to Georgegarb, and for Pohlmau’s tboro was a more romarkablo 
task assigned. It appears that somo limo previous to Ibis Perron, in 
tbo novel capacity of a pawnbroker, had lout Partab Singh, of Jaipur, 
a large sum of money, for tho security of which the Ibijah had pledged 
his jewels. Perron now wanted his money back. It is not diflumlt 
to oonjQotnro what doubts and fears wore passing through his mind 
and making him anxious to realise bis capital. And it is evident that 
tbe recovery of his cash was a far more important business in bis oyos 
than tbe relief of Sindbia, for Poblman, who might certainly have berm 
spared for tbe Deccan, was deputed, instead, lo perform bailiff’s work, 
and obtabi from Partali Singh an immediate soLtlomont of his account, 
under pain of his torritoi-y being laid waslo. 

Jfc is interoBting to observe howPoJiltnan performed tbis lionouralilo 
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commiRBion. IlaiVtiif; Riimmoiictl rai'tftb Sitigli to pay Tip, he diil not 
wait for a reply, but adiled a point to liie deninnd liy iiiarcliiii" from 
Cbnlctn to Harii'n, where be began plundoriiig Llio eonutry a few 
tnilca aoiitli of .Taipur. G'lio Rajah at once sent I'oliluian the balance 
of bia dolit, amonuling to Ra.!)5,000, and asked for tUo rBslovalinn of 
Ilia jflwela. But liu was mot with a conntercliiim from tho bailiff- 
general in posRoaaion of his country, who presented a stalemont of 
account showing a balance of two hildia of rnpecs. Tho debtor denied 
tho oorroetiiess of the figures, iia debtors imskillod in the casting of 
compound interest are apt to do in India, and his agents refused to 
part with tho money they had brought, oapocially after eliciting from 
J'ohlman tlia aeknowledgmenl that lio had not got t!io jewels with 
him, but had sent for them, and expected them to arrive in four or 
five days. This delay allowed an extension of time for pillaging, and 
Pohlman resumed the congenial work italil the Rajah bought him off 
with a payment of Rs.IO.OOO on account. 'Whereupon Polilinaii con- 
aontod to hold his hand, and marcbod south to Tonic— an outlying 
district belonging to Ilollcar— wlicre ho oxpollcil the garrison from tho 
chief tnrni and took possession of it. 

Returning now to Delhi, nows was received there on the 8tb of 
Oelober of the death of Emilins Felix Smith, just as Dragoon 
was sending off 200 newly raised, cavalry to the front. On the 
12th Perron, who was still at Koil, was reported to have severely 
censured Bourguion for his miseonduot of the campaign, and super- 
seded him by Pedron, “ who will now have a chance of displaying 
his valour." Between this and the ‘i.'ith of October tbere were 
constant reports of Tboiuas’s bravo defence (which have been 
incorporated in the slcelcli of Iiis life), and on the latter date Perron, 
never unmindful of the main chance, called upon tho Rajah of Jaipur 
to pay up his tribute, promising, if ho did so punctually, that, as soon 
as Thomas was roducod, lie woTild march into the Rajah’s territory and 
put him in possession of certain rovoltod districts, in fulfilment of a 
promise previously given. On hearing which Partfib Singh, who 
was a prince over in trouble with his own tributaries, sadly observed 
that “ General Perron had entered into many siniilar engagements, 
but never performed any of tiiom, and that ho regarded nothing but 
his own interests.'’ 'jYliioh, on tho face of it, seemod a reasonable 
remark to make. 

Such is the tale of .Perron’s iugratiludo, faithloasnoss, and treachery 
disclosed by tho Persian newspapers of tho period. Ntir aro all these 
reports mere idle gossip, emanating fi-om irresponsible sources, for in 
the majority of instances the authority quoted is that of Mohan Dal 
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PeiTOU'B own vakil, or agent, Tesitlenl with llio Emiioi'or, wIioro dnty 
it was to daily reporl his niaalei-’h aotiona to Iho King of Kings. Tho 
truth Was that Perron not only Jiad uo iiitciitioii of nfisialing Simhiia, 
hut even desired that lio shoiiM bo hard pressed liy ITollcar. 'J'liis is 
confirmed by a letter from Colouel Oollins, the itosidout at Daulat lliio’.s 
fJoiirt, to the Qoveruor-goiioral, in wliieb DioJbllo wing passage ocoiirs, 
which beiii's upou the ovonta just recorded 

“Tho Mahratta Chiefa and Sirdare, envious of Perron, do not Bcrnplo 
to affirm that he by no means wishes the total ruin of Ilolkor, since 
in this event Soiiidia would be unablo to repair to Hindoslan to take 
iiponliimsolfthocbicfdiicctiouof affairs in that quiirler. . . , (Joncral 
Perron has been given to understand that ho luufit rclinijiiish tho 
eolleetiou of all the dislriola which ho now poasossofl in [liudostan, 
excepting thoao appertaining to lik /nwhni, Iho annual rovuniies of 
wliioh aro esiiinated at 40 lakhs, wlnlo at present tho (ionoral 
oolleotB nearly 80,” 

It must here bo ohaorved that Colonel Oollius nuder-cstimatod very 
oQiiBidBralily the annual colloctiona mado by Perron, towards whom, it 
may ho added, lio entortained a vary friondly foaling, iroroovor, tho 
infoi'oiioo lhat Perron’s reported dosiro for llollcar’fi BncocRB wore lo 
be traced to the envy and malice of imKorupnlous Mariitha chiefs soonis 
unjust. Perron's own actions afforded very slroug grounds for tliis 
fiuepieion, which is amply oorroboralod by the day-to-day rooord of 
his doings between the ‘iSthof June ami tho ICth of Octoborof tlio year 
under review'. No one wbo has followed his Binnoiis courRO during 
tlieae four months can have any doubts loft as to bis real cliaraeler. 
Ho was no longer “ the brave and faitliful soldiiir ” he oueo had boon, 
lint a traitor, wlio bad tbrown olf all disgaiso, and was Jigbtiug for bia 
own band alone. His greed of power ami gold bad ovorebadowod 
ovcrytliing else, and bo cared not bow dospiorato wa,s tho cause of tbo 
master wbo had lavished so many favours on liim and raised him to 
so high an ostata wlion his own paltry lakh of rnpeoa was at stake. 
Thero was amplo work for the army of Iliudnstau in orushiug that 
defiant Irishman, who could not comprohond the moaning of dofoat, 
at Georgogarh ; but if, porolianco, a brigade could bo spared, it 
might, in Perron’s opinion, bo more profitably omployod in daiug 
bailiff's work in Rujputana than in propping up tho toltoriug power 
of Hauhit Eiio Shulliia in tho Heceau. 

Sindhia’s position was indeed critical while all tliip procrafitina- 
lion w'as going on. Tho alliance against him was ovoi'wholming, 
for Eaguji Bhousla of Berar, a cliiof of tho first mngniludo in 
till! Mariitlid Confederation, had decided to join Ilolkax', Laltwa 



Till'] WAR WITH GEORGE THOMAS. 265 

Diula, All riabadui', and all the leasBr cLicfa who ware leagued 
agiiiuhl, Daulal. llan. Tlio onl> person of impoitanco who remnined 
Lruo lo Sindliia, was his goueralissimo, Amhaji Tuglia, who was in 
Ibo noiglihoiuiiood of Jariu'ii, -wliore hia battaliona, iiiider Jamea 
Shophord, wers snccossfully holding Laltwa Diida in chock. 

Sindhia, in this distressful situation, was ansions to stay the storm 
hia amhitloii liad been mainly inBlrnniontal in raising ; but the 
J’o.shwa, who had tided with his enomies, refused to listen to any 
overtures for reconciliation, until Daulal Eilo had made peace with 
tlio llluiis, who coiilinnod as greatly incensed as ever against their 
nephew. Moroover, Eaji Eao demanded n nazuimna, or peace 
offering, of fifteen lakhs of rnpocR, and this was highly inconvenient to 
Kiudhia, who was in hia elironio stato of impeemhosity, and engaged 
in a costly campaign. There soomed, indeed, to bo more money in 
ilaswaut fliio’s camp than in his rival’s, for the former was constantly 
sending rcmittaiioos and reinforcements to Lakwa Dada, with which 
to oppose Ambaji’a attack and Perron’s anticipated march from 
.Delhi to Ujjain, it being taken for gi-autcd that the General, as lie had 
publicly annonneod, would at once proceed to his master’s assistance. 
At Agra, Colonel John Ilossiug held the fort, but ho was so weakened 
by tho despatch of his son and the four battalions to Georgegarb, that 
ho was utterly unable to help Sindhia, and, on the contrary, was 
eontiiiually urging Perron to send him reinforcements as Lakwa 
Dt'ida’s intrigues bad created groat disturbances in his government. 
.In .short, as far as Hindustan was concerned, there Boomed lo bo no 
possible hope of help reaching Sindhia so long as Thomas held out 
and monopolised the altoutiou of 16,000 regular infantry and the 
IlindUBtimi liorso. 

Put now, when matters wore at thoir worst and nothing bnfc 
danger, difficulty, and disappointment seemed to surround Sindhia, a 
savioui' arose in his o^rn camp, in tlio person of Eobert Sutherland, 
Oolonol-Commandanl of the first brigade. Tt will bo romombered that 
after Do Boigno’s resignation Butliorland tried hard to obtain Ids post, 
but fortune had been against him and Perron won tho priiso. The 
competition left a feoliug of hatred and jealousy in Perron's lipart, 
which had on more than one occasion inlluoncod his treatment of the 
Sootohman. Anxioirs to expel Mm from IJindnatan, ho had iimnu- 
factured a charge against him of ontoring into troasonahle oor- 
rcspondenco with Biiidhia’a enemiaa, and found in it an excuse to 
transfer him to tho Deccan, giving Eie command of liis brigade to 
Pohlman. Sutherland had boen impotent to do anything but obey. 
But tho very moasuro intended to punish and imdo him, now gave 
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tliG Scololnnaii tlio oppoi'Uinihy of proving liis moril, for lio found 
liimself fillina: iJm cliioC jiosl, of defoiicn tit liis niiif,lrr’fi hide, -wliicli 
Perron had battoly deoUned. 

I'or nearly tlirco montliB after llio bnttlo of Ujjiiiii Rindliia did 
little hnt wait for I'orron to ariivo, and oiidfavonr, iiy every means in 
Lis power, to Btroiigilion liis forcon. At last ho gavo iiii all hope of 
assibtaiice from Iliiidnstaii, and detorinincd to try and reiriovn Ills 
fortunes with sueh moans as Jio Lad at Lis disposal. On llio 2'llli of 
HoptemLor lio crossod llio Narbada, on the .sonlh hanlt of which ho tiad 
Leon eompnlfiorily oneaiiiped Binco ILo rainy hoason eommeneed, and 
entered MiUwa with oigLl, Lattalions of Snllicrhind’s brigade and four 
of PiloKo’s, A week later bo formed a junction with 14,000 MariUlui, 
liorso and encamped on tlic liaulis ol tbo Kolali Bind llivor. Here he 
remained with his heavy bnggago, sending Sutherland forward to 
avougo tho sacking of Ujjnin by rctaliaiiiig nn ITolkar's capital of 
Indore, an undertaking wLioli the troops approached in tbo liigheBt 
spirits. 

Jftswaut Eiio immediately advanced towards tbo dofeuoo of bis 
capital, and on tlio 13tb of Oetobor tbo two ai'Kiioa mot outside its 
walls. Tbo Indoro force consisted of ton battalions of I'cgnlnr infantry, 
C,000 Kobilla’;, 12,000 Matiilba cavalry, and 15,000 1’atban liorao under 
Amir Kliiln. But ITolkar was willioul European olTroorB, wbieh was 
a serious loss to him. Tbo reason of this is not very clear : nooording 
to one anlhovity bo bad dismissed all in his om]iloy on the suspicion 
that they were imfaitliful to bun ; but Major Ambro.sc, an officer in Ills 
service, states tliat lie was “ dosortod ” by his Europeans just bolbro 
this aotion, and that this was the caiiso of his dofcat. 

After sending off bis baggage and rcservos to the further side of 
Indore, Ilolkar, during tbo night, cbaiigod ground, and placed the 
city between liim and the enemy, taking post bobind a doop raviuo to 
the north of it, and training bis guns so as to sweep tliifl defouec, 
whilst Amir Khan, with 1.5,000 horso, threatened the enemy’s roar from 
a place about five niilos distant. 

Sutherland oomineiiccd tlio ntlaclc on Ilolkar’s position early on tho 
morning of the I4tli, bis twelve battalions moving briskly forward, 
animated by a dotemination to aveiigo their ofTioors and comrades 
slain at Ujjain, Owing to tho cliaiigo of groimd made by tbo oiioioy 
during tbo night, Sulhorlaml was obliged to manceuvro his army to 
tho right, over .somo difficult .and broken country, before lia could Ibrm 
it in line of battle for attack, and it wjm not until three o’clock in the 
afternoon that the action began. Having detached bis Moriitba 
cavalry to keep Amir Khan in check, the (Joloiiol aJvauood against the 
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nullftli wliieli prolectod Ilolkar, and ^vas met witli a tromoiulons 
fii’o from !),) gnns. ]iiit it ronld jiot stay llin stoatly and irre- 
si'itibla assault ot tlio roguliir baltalions, who forced the ravine and 
captured the gnus in tlioir position. At this critical moment 
Amir Jiliiin, liaviug tlefoiitod tlie Mariitlia, cavalry, camo cliarging 
down to tlia relief of Jaawant liiio. Wliermipou SiiHiPvlaud boldly 
foced round with a portion of his force and opened .a heavy fire of 
grapo and round .shot upon the Patlian as he wa.s sli’iiggliug through 
tho r.avine from which tlio brigade had jnst oinergod, and the Amir's 
horse being killed he fell to llic ground; whorcupou his men, 
supposing him dead, Look flight. This was Oie turning-point of the 
battle. Sutliorlaud's infantry now stormed Ilolkar’s entrenchments, 
whioii they carried splendidly, and by six o’clock in the evening the 
victory was won and tlio enemy dispersed in full flight. Holkar lost 
all his guns, 1(10 tumbrils, .and his baggage, and, attended by his 
cavalry, Hod headlong to Maheswar ; and tho next morning Sindbia's 
standard floated ovoj' Indore, and Ujjain was avenged. An 
inoidant happened in this 'battle, mention of which should not he 
omitted, h'idoio Filozo, who commanded four of the battalions 
engaged, belonging to liisjirigadc, had a short while before entered 
into a triiitorons corresiioudenco with Ilolkar, and whon tho action 
oommonoed, with a dastardly treachery, fired into Sutherland’s troops. 
Happily this diabolical act failed in its intention, and tho perpetrator 
was apprehended and confined in pirison, where he shortly after- 
wards committed suioido. Sutherland’s loss at Indore was 400 men 
killed and wounded. It is noodloss to add tJiat Holkar's capital was 
thoroughly pillaged, and, indeed, rased to tlio ground by Sindbia’s 
prodatoiy horse, who, however useless in fight, were masters of the' 
art of oxtriiotiug tho last grain of rice from any city given over to 
them to loot, 

Tho victory of Indore might have been tiirnod into a decisive battle 
of Marutlni history by Sindbia if he had followed np bis advantage. 
Blithe ovor-o.stiinated his siiceoss, auddoliidod himself into tbo idea 
tliat Jaswant Biio’s power was onishod out. But this 'was not the 
ease, and Baiilat Elio’s ixnin-udont assumption led to tho gravest 
reaulta. Ilolkar and his /Ulus aclmics, Amir Klian, soon resumed their 
fomiev eonrso of aggression and plunder, attraoting to their camp all 
tbo discontented soldiery in Central India, so that it rpiiokly becams 
filled with rude and reckless freebooters, who oame to he known by the 
geuowB torin of Pindarip, and wlioso. deeds and inisdoads during tbo 
next eighteen years laid desolate many of tho fairosl provinces of the 
peninsula, and oonstitnlod a period to whioli the natives gave the 
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expressive appellation oftlio Gii)'ih-liii.-W(i,UU, or, “Timo of Troulile.” 
No longer able to pay liis troops, Ilolkar gave them free liceuao to 
support tliemaelvos by pJmnlei', though ho coutinueit to keep np his 
regular infantry, who, after Dncirruuc's dosortioii to Perron, whieli 
shortly took pkee, found a gallant leader in the person of a young 
English officer named Viclcoiu 

Bindhia’s uuexpoctod snccoas in the Deccan gave Perron breathing 
apace; but tba relief was only temporary, and the elfocts that followed 
very aerions. In a abort tiino liia personal lortmios wore as seriously 
threatened as Daiilat B.'io’s had been hofore Sutherland’s victory, 
Thomas still eoutiunod to hold out at Qcorgogarh, with that nu- 
conqnorablo spirit of liis that npsot all calculations. And now 
Colonel Siitborbind’s star wa.s in the a.soondant, and tiro distrust and 
jealousy with which Perron regarded this officer were iutonsifiod to 
an enormous degree, and ho even began to be fearful of being 
Bupplanlod by the Seotchmau, who had been bis rival in the past. 
As yet lie could do nothing to avert the throatonod danger, for bo 
dared not leave Hindustan while Thomas was tindofoatod. And so 
lie vacillated in an agony of indooision, uncertain whothor to proceed 
to the west and put his fortunes to the tost of an iiBBiiult on the 
fortified camp tliat was resisting all Podron's endi'avoni'R, or to hurry 
to the south and re-establish his inllnoneo at Siudhia'R Oourl. 

On the KHh of Novcinhor Goorgogarh fell, but oven as I'erron was 
oongratulaliug liimuolf on his long-doforrod sucoesa, he heard of 
Thomas’s oseapo to ITdnsi. Tfm capture of the man was far more 
important than the oapturo of his outlying camp, mul the victory was 
robbed of its oliioE imporlanco by the failure to obtain possessiou of 
Thomna's petaoii. Then came tidings of the fresh ro.sistiniofi at 
Hiinsi, and the knowledge that tile task of seising Thomas had been 
confided to Bourgnien. Tho incapacity of fhia officer was Icnown to 
Perron, and lie siekoned at heart as ho relloctod how liis interests 
were in the keeping of a man wlio had always failed in every task 
allotted to him. Week after week Perron waited, in feverish anxiety, 
at Koif, eagerly driuldug in the daily news from tlio scat of war, 
elevated for a moment when lie hoard of some temporary sucooBS, 
depressed again when reverses wor-o reported ; hugging liiinsclf with 
joy when ho learnt Hint loiamj Jtcfii/ had been beaten back into bis 
citadel, downcast when it was made evident that tliero was still figlit 
loft in the terrible Irishman. 

To add to his troubles the constant mosaages that oontiimoil to 
arrive from Daulat Bao woro now conohod in very different language 
to that affected bofore the battle of Indore, In their growing 
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insistence theio ■(vere ominous expressions of ausor ; tlioy wore no 
longer apponls, but sliarp oomiuamla, with a warning ring in them 
that iuilioatod iiangor and uienaoo. 

The tension was terriblo, but at lust the rejiriove came, Bonrguien 
tbo iuconipetont, for the lirst lime in his life, was guilty ot acliievo- 
inoiit. Tlioiiiaa surreiuloreil. Tho news roachod lioil early in 
January, 180‘J, and with a groat gasp of relief Poiiuu hoard that bis 
enemy had been delivered into his hauda. 



GEM’TEll VI. 

L>I!EBON VlblTh U.rjAIN. X'HK J!Al''i'LE OP I'OONAH, 

180 -J. 

T he ilofeaL of Tkomns aiul tloHlvuctioii of his powor oloiirotl a vovy 
BOi'ioiiM (liiufjop from Poitou’s palib ami loft luiu i'roo to conoon- 
triito his onfloavourR on ro-osUiblishinf'lu.s iut(3i’0.sL at SiiiilUia’a Court. 
VYIuIbI, the Iriahman was mulofoatcil it was I’emm’s policy to bolittlo 
his impoL'lauco, but aflor tlio fall of llausi tho viinquifibuil aclvoiituror 
booamo a national enemy, who luul tbrcatouecl the ilisiuLogmtiou of 
tlio Mariilha Jimpiro, and in his loiters to yiutlliia Porrou maclo as 
inuoh of his victory over Thomas as if ha had dofoatod a Oiesar or an 
Alcxandor. 

The reason of this change of opinion was not far to soolt. Perron 
wanted an oxeuso to explain his long and Byslomatio diBuhodionoo of 
Siudhia's orders to march to the Docoan. The oampaigu agaiust 
Thomas olfered a plaueihlo oxcnlpation, and the more he extolled it,s 
importance tlio greater credit would bo rolleeted on bimsalf for 
destroying suoli a formidahlo public enemy. Moreover, Perron was 
now as anxious to proceed to Ujjaiu as ho had before been unwilling. 
Colonel Colling, tbe English resident, had roconlly joined Daulat 
llilo’s camp, and Perron dislrnstod him, fearing ha might have come to 
initiate a policy hostile to tho brigades, similar to that under which, 
four years previously, the Pritish Governmout had broken up and dis- 
banded Eayinoml's corps at Haidarabad, This was one of the 
reasons that made a visit to Ujjain iiooessary, whilst anothor was 
Perron’s jealousy of SatherlauchVhu, bIuco tlio battle of Indore, had 
risen high iu Sindhia’s favour— a slate of afflurs highly detrimental to 
tho Gonoral, since the Bcotchiuau was next to him in seniority. In 
fact Perron felt it was imperative to countoraot tho growing inlluonoo 
of this successful subordinate, who aheady held ilioir niastor’s oar, 
and at tbe same time learn the real tenor of Colonel Collins’s instruo- 
lions, and so be determined to prooeed to the south, 
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Mattel's in Ilmtlustaii ■wore now in a fairly settled state, Uourgiuou’B 
brigade had overawed the hiikL country, and that bold brigadier was 
engaged in levying tribute from hia recent allies, under guise of 
colloctiiig a coutributiou towards the esiieases of the war, so that tho 
cost of uxpolliug 'I’homas was defrayed by tlio oliiofs of Patiala, Jiud, 
iiLid Kaithal. At Delhi Drngoon kept wutch and -ward over the blind 
iliuporor— a closo one, too, in ovory sense of tho word, for in January 
of this year hihah ’Abini wrote to Sindhia in terms of mild 
remonstrance, saying that “Although General Perron certainly made 
a monthly remiltaucu of tho royal stipend, it would still bo more 
agreeable if Dowlut Kao would do so himself, under his own 
immediate supervision.” Poclrou had returned to JCoil with the 
fourth brigade (for tho command of which the Chevalier Dudrenec 
had lately hocn engaged), and George Ilossiug to Agra, with his four 
battalions, to roluforoo his father in command there. All things 
wore in order, and Perron could safely bo spared. Ilia departure 
was aocoloralud hy a report which found publicity in the Persian 
akbars at Dulbi in February to the eJlbct that “.Dewhit lliio Hcinclia 
had several times wi'ifctaa to General Perron requiring his poreonal 
attondiiuco, but without offocl; and that Uis Uighiiess was accord- 
ingly BO luucli exasperated at tho General's neglect of orders, that he 
iuatautly broke and dibbaudod tho rogiiuouts under his command.” 

This Avas tho climax, and at the end of tho month Perron loft Koil, 
aird, oseoi'tod hy his bodyguard of 5o0 lioi'fie, started for Ujjain. A 
letter writion by Inm at this ireriod is given in tho apiiondis of 
M. St. Gonis’ “Life of Do Doigno,” and tho following translation of 
it may convoniontly bo inaertod hero ; — 

“ U.un> Bandakbs, 

“ Fvhriuiry 23, 1802. 

“ My DUAK GKNEiun, — Sinco your cloparhiro from this country 
thoi'o have boon nothing hut IroubloB. Four years ago tho widows of 
tho old Prince fled li'om their nephow, tho reigning Prince, and 
colleotod a cousidorahlo force in oppoeition to him, 

“ Throe years ago Luckwadada, who also turned traitor to tho 
ITineo, look the part of tho widows, I was obliged to march against 
those two factions who opposed us. Having brought them to action I 
was fortunate enough to defeat them, Luokwaddda was wounded 
in the battle, and since his defeat tho widows have petitioned tho 
Prince to grant thorn, terms, 

“ He has just pardoned them, and they have returned to their 
allegianoe, Luckwadada died of his -woundB ; had he got the better 
of me he would never have spared m&i 
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“ Jeswunt B.io, of tlio house of Holker, Ims also beoii at war with 
the Prince for the last two years. Ho is i^iUmclorius and dasohuing 
tlie country ovorywhero, and I am ou the march against liim with my 
cavalry, 

“ A mau named G-oorgo Thomas, who took advantage of my stay in 
the Doocau to raiiSe a party of 12,000 men with (30 guua, eoi/od a 
oou&idorablo tract of territory on tho Sikh frontier, whore ho Iniilt a 
strong fort and deva&latod all tho conutryside oven up to tho walls 
of Delhi. I was obliged to destroy his forco with my third hrigado, 
and I have allowetl tlie scormdrol to go, but prohibitci.1 liim from 
again ontoring tho rriuco’b territory. 

“You are a soldier, my dear General, and yon. know that we 
always lose bravo soldiers in the tinio of war. M. Iloslook, whom you 
recommended to me, was killed at the battle of Indore. M. Bernier, 
one of the host and bravest oflioers iu tho brigades, mot the same 
fate ; also the yoimgor Smith, Donelly, your protcfjc, and several 
others whom you do not know. 

‘‘At tho present momout tho Prince has only Jeswunt Iliio to 
subdue to assure complete peace in his immonso possessions. Tho 
brigades, of which you yourself, my dear General, were tho 
croator, and in which your nnnio is daily iuvoirod, are as cilioient as 
ever. It is iu reality you who have conquered this iiumenso territory. 

“following your oxainplo in tho discipline which I insist on, and 
which is not only most necossai’y for an army, but tho basis of its 
success, I have been everywhere victorious Avitlr tiro brigades. My 
command is made happy by the attachment and coiilideuco wliioh tho 
troops express for me, and I have always Avon, roniaiuing master of 
tho situation, even \iuder the most critical circumstances. 

“ You recommended M. Drugeon to me. A year ago I rornstatod 
him in the brigades, but in consideration of tho ability Avhich you 
knoAV he possosses, I appointed him to an oven more honourable 
situation than any I could have given him in tho army itself. I have 
made him Governor of the fort of Delhi and guardian of tire 
Emperor’s person. In giving him this post I havo ovetiookod his 
former shortcomings, and I foel perfectly compoiisatod by the interest 
yon take in his Avelfaro. 

“Yes; I will receive with pleasure any oiio Avhoia you may 
recommend for an appointment in the brigades. My Itioudship for 
you damaiids this, and it is also due to you as the creator of tho brave 
soldiers who eoBipose this forco. It is the least I can do for yon, and 
both ruy duty and gratitude require that I should not fail in fulfilling 
yom’ Avishes. “ Guillieb PiauiON.” 
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After forming a jimetion with Pohlman’s brigade On the road, 
Perron inaroliecl to Ujjain, which ho reached on the 20th of 
March, 1802. Colonel Sutherland’s brigade arrived at the same 
timo from an oxpoclition to the Barinda Elver, where it had been 
employed. 

The story of Perron’s reception at Bindhia’s Court is so graphically 
related in Colonel BhinnePs memoirs that the account must be 
hon’owed in extenso. This is how it runs : — 

“ Hia reception was not of a nature to gratify an offloer like Perron. 
It was not until the 25th that he was invited to call upon the 
Maharajah, and then, having proceeded to durbar with 200 horsemen, 
he was kept waiting at the gates for two hours while Soindia was 
amusing himself by flying kites. Not a chief oamo out to meet him, 
while ho sat in company with certain discontented chiefs of note, among 
whom was old Gopal Edo Bhow, who was at tho head of the army. 
This officer, addressing Perron, said, ‘ Observe to what the old 
Pateil’a reign has oome ! Good soldiers are all forgotten : none but 
dirty time-servora aud flatterers can get on. But mark my words, he 
will soon find out his error, but not until too late to mend it,’ To 
this PeiTon replied that he was but a servant, and all he knew was to 
obey. This sort of conversation went on until the oholeedara announced 
the approach of Soindia, when we all rose, and Perron went up and 
preaouted his nmmr. Soindia just touched it, and asked him if he 
was weE ; to which Perron made the usual reply, ‘ By your favour,’ 
and then we all in turn presented our nuzaurs, and wore desired to 
sit down. 

“ In hah an hour Soindia dismissed the durbar, and desired 
Perron to return to camp, which he did, completely disgusted with the 
cold and slighting rooeption he had received from his master. Eight 
days now passed without tho slightest notice or message from Soindia 
to Perron, and Gopal Efi,o Bhow, a great friend of the latter, signified 
to him he had best be on his guard, as tho Maharajah had resolved 
to lay hold of him. Several socret visits passed at this tuna between 
Perron and Gopal Edo Bhow, whilst Colonel Sutherland and Major 
Browmugg were intriguing against tho former. 

“ Perron, aware of tho intrigues of his enemies, became depressed 
and perturbed, when at length matters seemed likely to be brought to 
a crisis. A day was appointed for holding a durbar, to which Perron 
and ah his European officers were invited. At the durbar Soindia, 
together with his father-in-law, Shirzea Edo Ghatkay, had formed a 
pdot to lay hold of him, and had employed 600 Pathans, belonging to 
Bahadhur Khdn, a chief then at Malaghur, and several others of his 
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own iavourilos anil companiouB in vice and dobiiuoliory l,o carry the 
pni'i)Ose into etTeot. 

“ PeHtm, however, waa made aware of thia plot, and ordered all the 
native oflicora of both brigades, as low as tbo rank of jomadar, as 
well as all tbo Biiropoan ollieera, to conio fully armod to attend bia 
visit to Soindia. Our fall uniform iucludod a braoo of ])iHlolB 
attached to onr sword-belts ; and those ho diroctod us to bring loadsd. 
We amouiilod in all to 1100 uativo and 130 Enropoan ofiloers, and 
in ibis state of prepai'ation inarched to tho durbar, whicb was bold 
in a largo tent pitebod for the occasion. 

“ At the hour of nine in the morning, headed by Perron, we 
reached tho tent. Soindia rose to receive us, nud we all prosouted 
onr nioazdfs. Wo were then directed to sit down on tbo left side of 
tbo prosenco, tbo right being occupied by tbo Patluins, who rogardod 
ua very fiercely. Wbon we wore seated, Sciudia, turning to Perron, 
observed that tbo invitation bad been extended to birnselfand his 
European officers only, to which Perron replied that in arranging his 
suite bo bad only followed tbo old rulo laid down by himself and bis 
uncle ; and this answer silenced him. All this time we sat quiet, 
eyeing each other, whilst much whispering went on botwoen Soindia, 
Q-opal Biio, and Sbirzee Itao, I believe it was Gopal Bdo who 
persuaded him not to attempt any violence, for that not only bimself, 
but the whole party would be out to piocos by the flue body of men 
whom Perron had brought in. 

“ Soindia then ordered tho PathAns to retire, and tlioy all got up, 
looking as if they would oat us, while our inon sat laughing at them 
with the most porfact unconcern. 

“ When they were gone Soindia and Shirzee Bao began to Hatter and 
endeavoured to throw Perron oif his guard. But he, assisted as ho 
was by his old feiond Gopial Edo, was too old a soldier to be so 
cajoled ; and so ’kliiluts were ordered for us all, and after receiving 
them we presented our ‘iiii.zzurs, which Soindia graciously accepted. 
Beetul was then banded round, and we received leave to retire. 

“ Perron then got up, and taking off his sword, laid it down at 
Scindia’s feet, saying that he had grown old in the servioo, and that 
it did not become him to be disgi-acedby dissolute knaves and bullies ; 
that all ho wanted was liis discharge. Then, addressing us, he said 
that honoefortb we must look to Sciudia, for that ho, for his part, 
was too old now to brook affronts and must rotiro. Soindia on thia rose 
and embraced Perron, telling liiiu that he regarded him as Ms undo, 
and that he had no idea what offondod him. Goniplimonls without 
measure passed between both parlies, but on taking leave Perron 
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cautioned Scindia to beware of Sbii'zoo Eao Ghatkay, for be would bo 
his ruin — a caution iu which all the old Mahratta chiefa joined cordially 
and iipplaudod the part which Perron had taken. 

“ At length wo reached camp, where several days were occupied in 
the triinsmie.sion of messages to and from the Court, and in visits 
from chieftains who were sent to make matters up. But Perron was 
too indignant to be pacified. Colonel Sutherland iu the meantime 
was sent to the second brigade and Colonel Pohlman to the first, 
while Major Brownrigg was put in arrest under fixed bayonets. On 
the 15th of April Perron marched with the secoird brigade for 
HiiidoBtau.” 

The light in which PciTon’s conduct is hero depicted is a very 
favourable one, hut Skinner was somewhat of a partisan officer, and 
allowance iiinsb be mado for his sympathies, and also for a certain 
faulthiess of memory. The account of Perron’s visit that comes to 
us from other sourcoa somewhat modifies the impression that 
Blduner'a version leaves. Lewis Ferdinand Smith states that “ a 
storm was brewing at Oojeiu, and Perron was obliged to risk his 
authority, and oven his personal safely, by proceeding there. But 
he had motives for this dangerous step, wishing to find out by closer 
inspection what wore tho views of Colonel Collins, the British 
Eosident, Perrou being jealous of the Company, Moreover, he began 
to dread Colonel Sutherland, who commanded the first brigade.” 
There was good cause for this, if any trust may be placed in a report 
which appeared in the Persian akbars about this time, and which 
stated that Sindliia had actually transferred tho command of the 
brigades to Sutherland. But Perron, although “ dotermined to quit 
his station aud resign his authority if he could not quell the storm 
that was rising against him, succeeded in doing so. Perhaps his 
apprehensions wore greater than tho real danger. Perhaps the five 
lakhs he gave Scindia dissipated tho dangers ho feared, and which 
threatened his ambition.” Herein we have a much more likely 
explanation of his success than that which Skinner jmts forward. It 
was not Perron's injured dignity that influenced Sindhia, but his hard 
cash. Daulat Edo was a dissolute, vicious prinoo, who oarod nothing 
for character : a good man in distress awakened no compassion iu his 
hoart. But a wicked man — and assuredly Perron had been wickedly 
treachorous during tho past year — with five lakhs of rupees was 
worthy to be taken to his bosom ! 

■While it lasted the contest between Perron and Sutherland must 
have been a sharp one, but the former triumphed, and seourad the 
Scotchman’s trauefer to the second brigade, which was to return to 
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Ilinclufstan. with tlio Q-enoral, whovc it is not diffioiilb to imagine tlis 
ti-eatment that ■would liare hoeu meted out to the vaiiqiiiBlied sub- 
ordinate. Sutborlaiid, however, had no intention of Buhjecting him- 
Bolf to such a risk, for “ he took some offonoo at an expression of 
Perron’s and his extraordinary hohavionr and loft Oojeiu for Agra with 
a liuiidred horsemen.” ‘Whereupon the General “ composed the minds 
of the troops -when Sutherland left them -without pormission, and 
promised them another oflicor of equal rank to command their 
brigade." 

Early in May Perron commenced his return march to Hindustan, 
and on the 14th reached Jaipur, -whero doubtless Ihore was a little 
account to be squeezed out of PartAb Singh. But although tho 
General returned to Itoil with his former iJower and in perfect safety, 
still it was clear to every discerning eye that his inlliionco with 
Diiulat Eao was diminished. Tliis is confirmed by letters written 
by Colonel Collins to the Governor-general soon after Perron’s 
departure, in which the following passages occur : — 

" I hear on very good authority that it is Scindia’s iutonlion as 
soon aa he oan got to Agra to deprive Perron of the command of the 
forta-essos he i^ossessea in nindoBtan ’’ ; and t-wo months later, 
“General Perron has boon porempjtorily directed by Soindia to give 
up all the meJials in his possession not apportaiuing to his Jaklad, 
I understand that Perron is highly displeased with tho conduct of 
Scindia’s ministors, and that ho ciilortaiuB serious intentions of 
relinquishing his present command.’’ 

The Asiatic Eegiafcer, in a communication dated Jime 2, 1802, vory 
clearly summarises what Perron actually aooomplished by his visit 
to Siudhia’a Court : — 

“■Wa learn by a letter from Oojein that Soindia has dismissed tho 
whole of the British officers in his sorvioe. There is no doubt that 
this is to be ascribed to the influonco of General Perron, who has 
long been jealous of the introduction of English officers into Scindia’s 
army, and has occasionally exerted every artifice of intrigue to 
frustrate their views and to impress tho Prince with a notion that 
though these men came into his dominions in the character of 
independent adventurers, they are generally emissaries of tho British 
Government, in whom, it was impossiblo ond highly unsafo to confide ; 
and Soindia listened to these untruths and acted on them,’’ 

Perron made the best use of his renewed opportunities, and in the 
shuffling of commands that rosulted Major Bro-wnrigg -was the only 
Englishman -who kept his post. He -was last heard of, upon Skinner’s 
authority, under fixed bayonets, but he appjears to have been restored 
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to favour, for lie was appoinbod to the command of the flftli brigade, 
wliioli was raised sliartly after Ibis. The rest of Sindliia’s army 
passed ontiroly nndor tlie bands of foroignors. Poblmau, a German, 
commanded tbe first brigade ; George Uessieg, a Dutchman, and 
nopbow to Perron, tbe second ; Louis Eourguien, also a relative of 
Perron, tbe third ; Dudronec, a Frenchman, tbe fourth. This 
officer was also promoted to second in command, and destined to 
succeed tbe general wben be retired. Tbe independent corps, afiibated 
to Perron’s command, were those of Jean Baptiste Filoze, an Italian, 
and also a relative of the general, and tbe Begum Somru's under 
Colonel Saleur, a Frenchman. John Hessing, a Dutchman, com- 
manded tbe fort of Agra, Di’ugeon, a Savoyard, that of Delhi, and 
Pedron, a Frenchman, had charge of Aligarh. Deridon, Perron's 
brother-in-law, also filled a high post. Thus every Englishman in 
the force, with the exception of Brownrigg, was debarred from 
superior employment, although the British subjects in the brigades 
numbered not less than forty. Country-horns — a very large factor in 
the force — who could boast a British origin fared no hotter ; and so 
gross was the favouritism and injustice Perron displayed, that oven 
tho natives could not conceal their contempt for it. 

Those intrigpies and jealousies which contaminated Bindliia’s court and 
brigades had a lamentable effect upon his interests. His own country- 
men were estranged, and their complete auporsession by the regular 
troops shut them out from every opportunity of following a soldier’s 
career, and they ceased to bo a martial people. Danlat Eao liimsolf 
plunged deeper and deeper into tho mire of vice and degradation, 
neglecting state affairs and ignoring the duties of government, and 
Perron, on his retuin to Pliudustan, soon became as independent as he 
had been before his visit to Ujjain, Little of importauoe occurred 
during tho rest of tho year 1802 , tho only matters recorded being 
some desultory fighting against ITollrar’s Piudaris in the Deccan, and 
a visit paid by Perron to tho Sutlej, where Bourguien with the third 
brigade was trying to reduce tho Sikhs to tho same state of subjection 
as tho Eajputs, aud was, as usual, “ waiting for reinforcements.'’ 

AU the time those matters had been taking place in Bindhia's 
possessions Jaswant Bao Holkar had not boon idle. lie and Amir 
Kban engaged in an extensive and lawless campaign, during which 
Bajputana was plundered and Khandesh devastated. Holkar’s 
Pindari army might appropriately be likened to tho mountain 
toi'rent, which gathers volume in its course. In a predatory 
expedition there is nothing which succeeds like success. Malwa was 
full of disbanded soldiery, to whom Jaswant Biio’s remunerative 
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rapine conatiiufced a eiill to arms. Froiu all quartors he was jomod 
hy -wild Deo can lioraemou ihirsting to sharo the pillage of his I'outo. 
Ileforo a year had piiGsocl he completely rccovorod Ironi the fhook of 
ludore, and was at tho head of a mighty host, full of the dash and 
daiing aoqtiii-cd hy a long ootirBc of succossful foray, aiul made the 
more formidable by two complete brigades of regular infantry in- 
cluded in its numbers. 

Holkar now began to turn hia stn 2>8 townrclB the Doc-can, intent on 
once more regaining liiB inflnenco iu the councils of tho I’eshwa. As 
goon as his intention becaiuo aji^iarout, the Court at Pooiuih look 
alarm, and endeavoured by every mouna to stay his advance, lie 
■was even desired to formnlato Lis dwuands, and iiuuiediato attontion 
rvaa iiromised to them, provided ho would only roiunin uortli of tho 
Godavari. But thig Holkar declined to do. Personal as well as 
piolitioal motives guided Ids course. lie had a brotlior’s murder to 
revenge, for Baji Kao, tho Peshwa, had in the lu-ovions year not only 
ordered the death of Ithal Itao, Jaswant Kao’s younger brother, but 
gazed on the oxooutiou as it was being carried out with all tho 
shoclving barbarity of Oriental savagery. 

On the 7th of October Ilolkar’s infantry brigades, under tho 
ooinmancl of a trusted chief named Patch Bingli, came upon the 
Peshwa’s army, and after a short, but decisive, action ocunplotely 
defeated it, and captured all its oannou. Two days later Jaswant 
Kilo, who had hoeu elsowhoro engaged with his cavalry, olTcctod a 
junction with Patch Singh’s force, and at once marehod towards 
Poonah. 

The Docoan capital was now at Holkar’s mercy, and with it tho 
Peshwa, who was tho key of tho power which controlled tho Maratlia 
Confederacy. On Jaswant Kao’s aiiproaoh overtures for jtonoo wore 
opened by Baji Eao, but they led to nothing. Holkar’s real object 
was to obtain possession of the Peshwa’s person, hut the latter would 
not consent to a meeting; for, in the language of a nativo historian, " tho 
word treachery was in the paga of his dealings with tho Holkar family, 
and his eye fell on it, and ho fcarod to trust himself in tho qiowor of 
Joswaut R&o.” But nothing short of this would satisfy Holkar, who 
was determiuod to estahlisb himsolf in a position whoro ho could 
enforce his ascendancy to the oxclusion of Siudhia’s induoueo 

Daulat Kao had been roused to action by Jaswant Kao’s rapjid 
advauoe, and directly he realisod that it was tho intention of tho latter 
to attack Poonah, ho scut an army from TJjjain to assist the Peshwa. 
This force successfully made its way to tho capital, hut it was 
utterly inadequate for tho performance of the work assigned to it. 
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Holliar, however, heforo proceeding to wfir, determined to make an 
attempt to divide Lia oiiomies, hoping to overawe the Peshwa into 
neirtrality, whilet he himfself first Betlled matters ■with Sindhia, Ho 
ho wrote a diplomatic loftor to Baji Kilo, saying "that the Ilolhcr 
and Soindia factions ■wore tho same in the balance to Hie Higliuess ; 
for liim therefore to show partiality to the one and eBtrangeinont to 
the other, mnoh less to side absolutely ■with either, was not the part of 
tho Pligh Lord of both. That it would bo more becoming to hia 
dignity to keep up a friendly understanding with tbo t-^vo parties, and 
bring about a friendly reconciliation, or if precluded from adopting 
ibis course, that at any rata he should give protection and counten- 
ance to neither, but stand aloof from the contest, and leave them to 
settle matters as they might.” 

In explanation of this it may he observed tJjat Sindhia still lield 
possession of tho person of Jaswaut Kao’s nephew, Kbandi lUvo, the 
ixrfaut son of Malliar Kao, and the rightful heir of tho house of 
Holknr, For political reasons Jas'waiit Kilo had constituted himself tho 
champion of tho child chiof, claiming to bo his proper guardian. It 
was theroforo a matter of groat imprortance to procure tlio release of 
this youth, and Holkar informed the Pesh'wa that bis present action 
was due to this nooesaity. 

Of course Kaji Kilo would not consent to disconnect himself from 
Sindhia, whom he had takeia into favour again after his victory over 
ITolkar at Indore. The Peshwa had no choice in tho nianngomeut of 
his political machine, except to use one chief against a-uother, imd so 
preserve a balance between tliom, which loft him with the nominal 
control, When Sindhia grew too proworfnl tho Peshwa sided with 
I-Iolkar, Lakwa Dada and the Bhais, and now that Jaswant Eiio's 
star was dominant Baji Kilo, as a matter of course, threw hiinsclf into 
Siudhia’s arms, It is impossible in tho limits of a short sketeh to 
follow the shifting currants of Maratliil inh'iguo and diplomacy, but 
tbo explanation afforded will make the jireseiit situation intelligible. 

Negotiations being unsuccessful, both armies prepared for battle, 
and on Sunday the ?5th of October 1802, their linos wore formed/or 
action on the plain outside Poonali. Sindhia’s forces consisted of 
four battalions of Pohhnan’s brigade, uuder Capitain Dawes, and 
seven battalions of Ambaji Inglia’s imdor a Mahomedan coinniander, 
with 10,000 Manltlul cavalry and 80 guns. Tlio Peshwa only con- 
tributed four very inferior battalions of infantry, under native officers, 
and 6,000 cavalry. The position the allied forces took up -was a strong 
one, their rear being protected by the city of Poouah, 

Holkar brought into tho field an army supxerior in bothnnmbers and 
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quality. His rogiilar infautry couRisled of four battalions tindor 
Major Harding, five imdor Major Vickors, and four nudor Major 
Armstrong, There ’were also tliroo others under a native ooimuaudGr, 
and 6,000 irregular Eohilla infantry. His cavalry numbered 26,000, 
and ho had 100 capital guns. 

It was due to the spirited representations of Captain Dawes that 
battle was offered to n force so superior in every way. Dawes was a 
gallant soldier, and strongly advised fighting, although there wore but 
four European oflioers in the allied armies. The troops were accord- 
ingly formed for action, and Jaswant Kilo eagerly responded to the 
challenge. Dawes himself took post in the contro, with the artillery, 
On the right were the Poonah troops, and on tho left the Marabhd 
cavalry. At 9.30 a.m, tho aolion oommonced with a sharp and inces- 
sant cannonade, which lasted for fom- hours, and showed great 
determination on both sides. An advance was then attempted hy 
Dawes, and for a time the superior discipline of his battalions began 
to tell ; for, owing to a mis^nlderstanding, Jaswant Bao’s cavalry were 
ordered to make an ill-timed charge on Dawes’s loft flank, during 
which they were exposed to tho grape of tho artillery in such re- 
peated discharges as to threaten the loss of tho day altogether, for seeing 
them wavering Dawes’s cavalry attacked them with fatal effect. “ Tho 
confusion," writes the quaint native historian already quoted, "was 
nice that of tho Day of Judgment : no one knew whore ho was or 
what ho was about. The slaughter was great, and tho fiiglU of 
Holker’s troops had commenced.’’ 

Jaswant Bao, who had taken up his station on an ominenoo, in order 
to direct the operations of the field, perceived this critical pass to which 
his arms had come. It roused him to a groat and worthy effort. 
Springing on his horse, ho drew his sword, and calling out, “ Now or 
never to follow Jaswant Rao I ’’ spurred to tho front, rallied tho fugitives, 
collected a compact body around him, and turning round charged back 
again upon the enemy. 

As he reached them he foimd Ambaji’s battalions already boginning 
to waver before the steady attack of Major Harding, whose brigade had 
advanced to the loscue of the cavalry. Against these Ilolkar dashed, 
and scattered them like chaff, and then turned his charge upon 
Dawes, whose troops had up to this time behaved with a courage and 
discipline worthy of their reputation. As Dawes saw the Chief and 
his squadrons approaching, he attempted to op>poao a proper resistance, 
hut his small body of men was completely overwhehnod hy tho 
sheer weight of numbers and thrown into confusion. They fought 
desperately to the very last, and as became the best traditions they had 
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inborited from flio days of Do Boigne. It was not until three of their 
oilicera woro Idllod, and the fourtli taken prisonor, and tiOO men out 
of their total strength of l/lOO killocl and wounded, that they sur- 
rondorod. During tho latter part of tho action a torriblo explosion 
took plaoo ill their very midst, caused by a cannon shot striking ono 
of thoir tumbrils, and this atldod to their disorder, and hastoned thoir 
defeat. Almost immediately after this catastropdio Dawos was killed, 
and a similar fate bofcl Captain Catts and Ensign Douglas, This left 
tho force with only one oflicor — a Frenchman named Hanove — who 
behaved with groat intrepidity, carrying with him the colours of tho 
corpjs, until ho was mado prisoner. 

Jaswaut Elio, to whoso personal bravery and spirit the victory was 
due, was wounded in tho act of spearing ono of Dawes’s artillerymen 
at his gnn, to tho very nmzalo of which tho chief had charged. 
Major Harding, who joined him, and rodo by his side, was kiUed by 
almost the last caunonahot fired. Holkar lost 1,000 men in this 
action, whilst on the side of the allies the killed and wounded 
amoxmted to 2,000. Sixty-five guns wore captured, of which twenty 
belonged to Dawoa's battalions. It is worthy of note that, during 
oightoon years of arduous aotivo service and continual fighting, these 
wore the first guns lost by any of De Boigne’s old brigades since their 
formation. Tho whole of Sindhia’s baggage and camp were taken, 
and his army, bereft of their ofiicors, was routed and dispersed, and 
lied in all directions. 

The oonsGipuonoos of this defeat were far more more diaastrons to 
the Peshwa than to Shidhia. Early in the morning Bajl Efio, not 
doubting success, left his palace with the intention of being present 
at the action. But the noise of tho fii-ing frightened him, and ho 
withdrew to a plaoo some distance south of Poonah. Almost before a 
shot xifas fired his troops deserted Dawes, and retired within the walls 
of the city, and as soon as Baji Eiio heard of the impoondiug issue of 
tho day, he fiod, attended by 7,000 followers, to the fort of Singarh, 
from whence he proceeded to Mhar, on the sea coast. Here he em- 
barked on board an Enghsh ship, provided for his reception by the 
Government of Bombay, and was landed at Bassein, a fugitive from 
his throne, and indebted for his safety to tho very nation from whom 
it had been the policy of tho Mardthd nation to consistently hold aloof. 



CnAPTER VII. 

WAll Wl'i’U THW ENGLI8II. 

1802-1803. 

“ TESWANT RAO ICOLKBR has tiikon poRBossiou of Pooiuih, auJ 
gi'eatly liariissod that city and His Ilighnoss the Poisliwa. I am 
thoi'eforo obliged to march towards Poouah to oppose the Hollcera, and 
immediately on receipt of tliia latter yon will hasten yonr march with 
all your troops under yonr ooramand and moot ns at that place. Onr 
Qudeavoura mriat bo strenuously exerted to bailie the Holkors in all 
their hostile designs, and to secure the country from their infamous 
depredations now and hereafter. It will be necessary to use every 
moans in oui' power to crush and overwhelm them at once, that they 
may never again have snflioiont ability to do ns similar miBchiof.” 

Thus wrote Ilaulat Edo Sindhia to General Perron on the 10th of 
November, 1802, after the defeat of hia and the Poshwa’s troops at 
Poonah. On receiving this letter Perron made some show of obedi- 
ence by directing Boiirgnien, who was at Jind, to proceed to tho 
Deccan with tho third brigade. But hero his olforta began and 
ended : the order was not carried out — probably there was never any 
serious intention of having it executed — and Perron coniiued himself 
to copious protastations, declaring ho was about to march sonth “im- 
mediately ” — a formula that had an elasticity about it not contem- 
plated by the framers of language. 

Other roinforo omenta, however, reached Sindhia. Amhaji, his 
Mardthd general, despatched five of tho Begum Bomru’s battalions, 
and Baglm.-ji Bhonsla of Berai’ sent a large body of horse. On these 
joining him Daulat Bao inarched with bis army six or eight miles oui 
of Ujjain on tho 1st of December, with the intention of proceeding to 
Poonah, hut his further progress was arrested by sicknoss which 
broke out amongst his troops, and by a belief that he was not strong 
enough to risk a conflict with Holkar, and reinstate the Pesliwa, who 

282 



WAR WITH THE ENGLISH. 


283 


was conUmially wi'gijif; him lo come to bis aseistanoo, and drive 
Janwaiit Itao out of the capital. 

Perton was fully aware how critical the momout was. Ilolhar was 
uoL only in posHe&sion of Poouah, but bad declared Etiji Rdo deposed, 
and olovatod to the masnacl, the Poshwa’s brother, Ararat Kilo, whom 
ho dosirod to use as his tool, usurping the real authority himself. 
Driven from his country, a fugitive aud afraid, it was bepeless to ex- 
pect JJaji lido to accompliflh hi.s own restoration. There were hut two 
courses open to him : either to trust to Siudhia to reinstate him, or to 
throw in his lot with the English, as the TSlizam of Haidarabad had 
done two years previously, and accept from them the services of a 
contingent force to reiilaco him in power and keep him there. But 
this would be tantamount to the surrender of the independence of the 
Miiratha, Empire, and Baji Hao naturally hesitated before committing 
himself to such an irrovoc.ablo stop. 

During the two months of indecision that followed, Baji Eao re- 
peatedly appealed to Sindliia for military asaisfance against Ifolltar, 
warning him that if help was deferred ho would be compelled, from 
sheer necessity, to apiily to the British Government to reinstate him. 
Bindhia as repeatedly despatohod express messengers to Perron, com- 
manding him to send down troops to the Deccan at once, as without 
roinforooraents Daulat lliio darod not risk a battle. But Perron pursued 
a line of conduct similar to that which ho had adopted in the previous 
year. lie was afraid of throwing too much power into hie master’s 
bauds, which might ultimately bo turned against himself Bo long as 
ho kept throo comploto brigade.*) under hi-e personal control in Hin- 
dustan, ho had nothing to fear from bis enemies at the Ujjain Court ; 
but tho transfer of one of thorn from Delhi to tlio Deccan would 
destroy his propondcrauoo of power, aud prejudice the political plans 
ho had in view. So ho avoided compiliauoo with Biudhia’s commands, 
and alfooted an oxouso for his disobedienco in the refractory conduct 
of Partdb Singli.’'’ Instead of marching to Ujjain ho led his troops 
to Jaipur, announcing that he expeetod to be absent on this expedition 
for some tiiuo. But Partiib Singb, soarod at Perron's approach, im- 
mediately paid tho fine demanded, whereupon the general, instead 

* A “nows loiter ’’ in a Poramn journal states that in August, 1802, 
tho Itiijali of Jaipur wrote several letters to Q-liat-kay lifio, Daulat fl.'io’s 
fathor-iu-law, aud Prime Minister, complaining of the conduct of Qaaei-al 
Perron, aud stating some other mattors of moment to IdniBOlf. Those letters 
wore Intcrceptod by Perron’s Ilarltarras, or news rrmuera, and brought to him. 
Their eontouts “ eltaoed all the impreasiona of friendship ho felt for the Bs.Jah, 
and dotcrininod liim to take vigorous monSHres to ruin the Priuoo,” 
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of proosading to tlio Beat of war in tlio Doooan, roturnod to Ins lioad- 
quarters at Koil. 

And this at a naomont when kingdoms wore toppling 1 Tlio Pesliwa, 
Holkar, Sindhia, all were threatened directly or indirectly by the 
existing state of affairs. One masterly stroke would have assured the 
complete aseondanoy of Sindliia’s influence ; for had he driven Holkar 
out of Poonah, and reiustatod the Peshwa, Danlat Biio’s power -would 
have boaonio unaesailable. It noedod but Perron’s co-operation to 
make this a certainty ; but that co-operation -was withheld, and tho 
failure and ruin which followed wem solely duo to the general’s 
treachery. Baji Eao, heholdon for his personal safety to the English 
at Ills elbow, could hold out no longer. Sindhia was even invited hy 
Colonel CoUin.q, tho British Besident, to assist in the restoration of 
his snzeraine, hut his anxiety to ho tho sole agent in the matter would 
not permit him to act in concort with a foreign p)owor, and ono which 
he especially feared and dreaded. So ho temporised with Colonel 
Collins, and carried oii an active correspondonco with Baji Bao, 
promising help, which novor came, until the latter grow despairing 
as ha daily received the stereotyped reply that Sindhia “ would march 
as soon as ho was strong ouough,” whilst every hour consolidated tho 
power of Holkar at Poonah, and tended to make tho elevation of 
Amrat Eao to the masnacl an establishod and recognised stale of 
things. 

At last tho Peshwa could no longer defer coming to a decision, 
and on the 81st of December, 1802, tho die was cast, and he 
appended his signature to the Treaty of Bassoin. It sounded tho 
death-kneU of Marathd Indepondenco, and, by a retributive justioo, 
of Perron’s own power, for his subsequent fall was distinctly tracoablo 
to this event. By the Treaty of Bassein the Peslwa was reduced to 
the status of a pirotected prince, and accepted from the Company tho 
services of a subsidiary force of 0,000 regular nativo infantry, with 
the usual proportion of guns, and European ofticors, and artillorymon. 
In return for this ho assigned to his deliverers vast districts in Guzerat, 
and on the Narbada and Tapli Elvers, which yielded a roveuno of 
twenty-six lakhs of rupees. Moreover, the treaty oontainod a olaase 
directed against adventurers of Perron’s class, for by the eleventh 
article tho Peshwa agreed, in the event of a war between the English 
and any European nation, to “ discharge any European or Eui'opoans 
in his service, belonging to snob nation, who shall have meditated 
injury towards tho English, or entered into intrigues hostile to Iheir 
interests,” 

Perron’s relations with the Erench Government were -within the 
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knowloclgo of tlio Maryuis Wollosley. Colonel Skinner montiona 
that in tSOl Iho gouoi'al “ was ho puffod up witli riclios and power 
that he allowed liimsolf lo ho persuadod by his llattorora into sending 
an ambassador to Doiiaparto, iwid Monsieur Dosoutde was the person 
despatohod ; but tbo purport or result of tho embassy was never 
known.” But if not actually known, it may roaaoiiably bo Buspectod 
that it led to tho Expedition which the First Consul ordered. His 
designs against India havo boon fully explained in tho skotoli of Da 
Boigno’s life, and need not be hero ropo.atod. But Porron’s share in 
tlioin must bo noted. Perron was a Pi'ciioiiman and a revolutionist, 
in oloso sympathy with tiro principles which tlie Freueh nation 
affected at this tjei’iod, and after bis own personal advantage he 
honestly desired his country’s welfare. He perceived how favour- 
able was tho opportunity afforded by tbe internal commotions in 
Hindustan for llio eatablisliraenl of a Fronoli dominion in India, 
and was prepared to assist that consummation. There is but little 
doubt that tho elaborate project formed at Paris owed much to 
his practical suggestion, for it could soarooly have bean any other 
person who pointed out tho route by which the Expeditionary 
French oliioers wore to roach bis headquarters through Cuttack. 
It is known that Perron pressed his views on the attention 
of Bonaparto, and that an important communication from him 
roaohod Paris during tho national rojoioing over the Peace of Amiens. 
It could not have arrived at a more seasonable period, for the treaty 
of 1802 opened every desirable avenue for the prosecution of the 
schemes suggested. An arrangement was actually settled for the 
assigumeat to tho Government of France of all the districts that 
I^erron held, tho transfer of which was to bo confirmed by tho 
Emperor Shah Alam, in whoso name, and under whose authority 
everything was to be done. 

Perron’s policy in Hindustan was subordinated to this scheme, for 
the success of which ho worked and waited, and saorifloed Sindhia. 
The three brigades which Peiron kept under his immediate command, 
refusing to spare any of tliem for the Deccan, were requii’ed for its 
accomplishment. They were regarded as “ the French army of 
Hindustan,” and contemporary writers constantly refer to them by 
that designation. Perron only awaited a full complement of officers 
from France to oo-operato in any attack on the English which the 
First Consul might order. But, rmfortuuately for Perron’s plot and 
Bonaparte’s plans, Lord 'Wellesley antioipjated them, and the Treaty 
of Bassein was one of the countermoves in this game of politics. It 
established the paramormt influence of the English in the Mardthii 
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dominions, and at tlio eama time cut the ground from under the feet 
of the T'l'ench faction. “ There is every ronson to heiicve,” writes 
Lord AVellesifly in liis “History of tlie Maliratta War,” “that tlie 
CTOvernment of Ifrance intended to make the unfortunate Emperor 
of Hindustan the main inalriiment of their designs in India, and to 
avail themaelvOB of the authority of Ilia Majesty’s name to re- 
establisli their influeiroo and power. A plan to this offoct was 
actually submitted to the Oliiof Consul of Ifranoo, in 1801, by an 
officer, who afterwards accompanied General Docaeu to India, in 
1803.” This plan rosulted in the despatch of the Exjiodition to 
India, which was preparing to sail from Franco at the tiuio that the 
battle of Poonah took place, and Perron was probably aware of it 
when ho received Siudhia’s lU’gout orders to join him “ with all his 
troops"— tlio very troops who wore to bo offieorod by the oxpiootod 
French expedition. To detach them to the Heocan under such 
eiroumsianoea was manifestly impioasiblo, and so, from Novombor 
to February, Perron evaded obodioneo, expecting at any moment 
to bear of the arrival of the force which would so immeasurably 
Btrengtlion his hand as to mako him independent. But the French 
fleet was delayed, and did not ai)i)Gar off Poudichorry till June, 1803. 
Before tliat time Perron was in diilicnltles, for Siudliia grew “ warm 
and positive" in hia tones, and the Fronchman had not suffioiont 
staying power to hold out. Hope deforrod made his heart side, and 
he submitted to prosairre, whieli a slrongor man miglit have resisted 
for a much longer time. In February, 1808, he sent Sindliia the 
fourth brigade, under the Chovaliev Dudreneo, and half the newly- 
raised fifth hrigado, under Oai)tain Brownrigg, thus dotaolung nearly 
half hia army to the Deccan. It was tho aoknowledgmonl of his 
defeat, and he confirmed it by tendering his resignation at the same 
time. 

There is only one explanation of this sudden and complete collapse 
of Porron’s policy. Ho suspected tho designs of the British Govern- 
ment against the French military adventurers in tho MarfithA service, 
and wished to secure his own personal safety and his large fortune 
before any further political complications ensued. Disappointed in 
tho long deferred arrival of the French Expedition, it was now 
evident that with the English paramount at Poonah, tho aoeomplish- 
ment of hia plans was impossible. Tiie auspioious moment had, in 
fact, passed away; and even as Bindhia's projects and ambitions 
had boon destroyed by Perron withholding assistanoo from hhn, so 
were PeiTon’s own schemes ruined by tho untoward delay in tho 
arrival of tho aid from France, which he had so long expooted. It is 
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curious to uotc bow iu. liis downfall Porron sufl'orod, stop by stop, 
from almost idoutioally similar disasters as those which, through his 
inJlaonco, contributed to his luastoj-’s luidoiug. 

At tho saiuo tiino tliat I’orron tondorod his resignation to Bindhia, 
he applied to Ounoial Liaho, tho Coniinandor-iu-cbiof at Oawnpore, 
for loavo to proeood to Jjuckiiow, with an escort of 200 cavalry 
ami 400 infantry, on his rolnrn to Kni'ope. Gonoral Lake forwarded 
tho application to tho Marquis Wollcaloy, who replied that he was 
strongly disposed to acoolorato I’orron’s departure from Sindhia’s 
sorvioe, conceiving it to bo an event which promisod much advantage 
to the British interosts in India. A willing guarautoe was accorded 
for the geiioral’a safeguard from ljuoknow to Cnlentta, necessary 
orders issued for his snitablo reception and treatment, with every 
murk of rospoet and ooneidoralion, and ha was assured that a proper 
guard of Sopoye for his route would bo provided, and at tho Presidency 
tho Oovernor-Gouoral proposed to receive him iu a manner con- 
formable to his wishes, and to iiso every moans to facilitate his voyogo 
to ISuropo. 

Perron’s resignation reached Sindhia towards tho end of Febninry, 
1803, just as Colonel Collins, the British Koaidont, returned to the 
MarAthii prince’s camp at Burlianpur, altar a temporary absence, 
bringing with him a copy of the Treaty of Baosein, whose terms he 
now disclosed. In a moment tho whole political atmosphere was 
changed. Although Sindhia affected to consiiler that there was 
nothing in tho treaty ho could object to, it put a period, with one 
dash of the pen, to tho whole policy of aggrandisomont to which ho 
and hi.s imole boforo him had devotal their enthe energies for the 
last decade ; for it placed the head of the Mardthd’s under the pro- 
tection of tile ono power they most desired to keep out of the nation's 
councils. No instrument could have been more complete in its attack 
on the existing condition of things, or more xiuacceptahle to the 
Marathds at large. Bvery Deccan chief was startled, and, in the 
face of this common danger, all internal enmities and jealoxieies were 
relegated to tho background. The note of alarm was sounded by 
Baghuji Bhonsla, of Borar, who at once proposed an alliance between 
Sindhia, Holkar, and himself, for the purpose of expelling the English 
and restoring the national independenoo of the Peshwa. AH the 
minor chiefs ooneurred in the determination to resist, and, if posaihle, 
overthrow the new regime. In this crisis of affairs Sindhia wrote to 
Perron, declining to accept his resignation, and informing him of 
tho Treaty of Basseui, and the proposed general alliairca against the 
Company. 
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A false ray of hope shone out on Perron, who thought he saw the 
silver lining behind the black cloud of disappointment. It is not 
impossible that lie was further encouraged by advices of tbo forward 
stato of the Preneb aspedition destined to strengthen him. At any 
rate ho decided to see ont the storm that ■was now gathering in tbo 
Deccan, and consented to withdraw his resignation and remain in 
Bindhia’s service for another year. 

War, althougli within a meaenrable distance, was not at this time 
declared. But at Sindhia’s request Perron drew out a plan of 
campaign to bo followed in the event of hostilitiea. It was one that 
did credit to his ability as a general, and, although it was never 
carried into effect, its details are worth recording. 

The forces of the Confederate ohiefa wore apportioned as follows : 
Sindhia, with 35,000 lUaratlni cavalry, was to penetrate into the 
Ilaidarabad tow'itory and compel the Nir.am, who was in alliance 
with the English, to withdraw his forces from the scat of wav in the 
Deccan. IlaghujI Bhousla, with 30,000 horse, was to enter Bengal, 
cut olf General Lake in Ondh, and carry iiro and sword into the rich 
districts of tlia Ganges. Ilolkar, with anotbor 30,000 horse, was to 
invade Benares and Bchar, and Shamehir Bahadur (a son of Ali 
Bahadur, who had recently died) and Ambaji Inglia, with 20,000 
cavalry, were to desolate Oudh and the British Dodb provinces. 
This disposed of the mounted native armies. The infantry wore 
detailed for defensive work. Perron, with three brigades of twenty- 
four battalions, was to defend the passage of the Jumna, llolkar’s 
infantry, under Vickers, was to oppose the English in Sural. Sindhia's 
Deccan brigades, consisting of Perron’s first under Pohlman, half 
the fifth under Brownrigg, four batlnlions of the Begum Bomru’s 
under Salcur, and four battalions of the late Fiddle Filoze’s under 
Dupont — in all twenty battalions were to defend the Adjanta Ghdt ; 
and, finally, fifteen irregular battalions of Eaghuji Bhonsla’s, under 
native oommandors, were to bar the passage of the KdBabdri Gh&t. 
It was a skilful and comprehensive plan of campaign, which appor- 
tioned defensive work for 94 battalions of infantry at four widely 
divided points, and offensive operations for 115,000 cavalry. Had it 
been carried out in its entirety it must have resulted, in a long and 
bloody war. But the ignorance, distrust, and supinoness of the 
Maraihas, and the treachery of HoUcar, who withdrew from the alliance 
at the last moment, ruined all hopje of success. 

From March to August, 1803, Colonel Collins, tho British Eesident, 
remained in Sindhia’s camp, vainly endeavouring to obtain from that 
chief and the Eajah of Borar the withdraw'al of their armies fr-om 
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the fi'ontioi'S of tho Nizam’s territory, ■wlioL'e they were euoampecl, 
and which they Ihraatonod. But Sindhia, in reply, demanded the 
previous retirement from tho territories of tho Peshwa of the army 
of observation assembled under tho command of Major-General 
Arthur Wellesley. To oousent to this was impossible while the 
Maratha, forces rotaincd their commanding position and menaced 
Haidiirabad. In the Governor-Genoral’s words, “ It would have 
submitted the dignity, honour, and interests, if not the very oxistenoe, 
of tho British Government in India to the most faithless, sanguinary, 
rapacious, and violent of Mahratta advonturera. We shonld have 
forfoitod the opinion of the native piowers, which forms a main pillar 
of tho fabric of our Einph'o • wo should have been degraded by the 
native states of Hindustan and the Hecoan to tbo rank of a socoiidary 
power in India; of a power secondary to Daulat Bao Scindia, whose 
military strength rests upon tho supiport of French adventure, enter- 
prisQ, and skill,” 

During those negotiations PeiTOn strenuously advised Sindhia not 
to form any conuootion with the British Government nor to entor 
into thoir plana, vowing that he was ready to sacrifioe his life and his 
fortuno in defending tlia cause of his prince. No explanation is given 
of this newly-dovolopod loyalty and enthusiasm, uor does any suggest 
itself for Perron’s conduct during this period, except the airival at 
Pondicherry, on tho ISth of June, of General Deoaen’s expedition 
from France. Of this ho probably rocoivod early intimation. What- 
ever professions he made to Sindhia he certainly substantiated by 
the uncommon energy with which he prepared for war. On the 2Cth 
of June lie directed Bornguien to withdraw the third brigade from 
tho Panjab and canton it at Panipat, whilst the second, under 
George Hessiug, was concoutratod at Sikandra, near Agra. At 
Aligarh, where Pedron was in command, the most olaborate prepara- 
tions were made for hostilities. On the 25th of July old Colonel 
John Hessing died at Agra, and Perron instantly jn-ooeeded there 
and appointed Colonel George Hessing to the command of tho fort, 
sending a French officer named Qeslin to take over charge of his 
brigade, which had marched to Delhi, 

Notwithstanding all this energy and the display of loyalty which 
these preparations seemed to indicate on tho port of Perron, ho was 
feted to feel the reaction of his former treachery to Daulat BAo 
Sindhia. At the very moment when he was really working honestly 
in his master’s interests intrigues against him were being brought to 
a successful issue in the Oourt he served, Ambaji Inglia had long 
coveted the SubaMwi of Hindustan. Despite Perron’s prolesta- 
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tions of fidelity thci'e existed a. deop-sot fooling of diali'iisi, against him 
in Siudliia’s breast. Ilia p)ast actions roGO np to condemn him, aud 
Ambaji, by a timely gift of twonty-flvo lakhs of mpecs, was able to 
gain hia ende, and in tho month of Angust, on the very ovo of tlio 
doolaratioii of war, was appointed to tho chief command of Ltinduataii, 
with instruotioiis to suporsodo I’erron, who was to bo subordinate to 
his orders. “By this action,” widtos Lowia Bordinand Smith, 
“ Sciiidia delivered Perron over to his mo.st implacable enemy, for 
Amhujeo would have assuredly drained Perron’s purse if ho had 
spared Ids life.” 

On the 3rd of August Colonel Collina loft Sindhia’s camp, and the 
British Government forthwith declared rvax', aud proceeded to carry 
into oxaoution the plan of inilitai’y oporatious provionsly dedorminod 
upon. 

Perron xva.s aclnally tho last man in tho Miiriitliii oonncilB to hear 
of it, and oven thou the notification oaxue to him from Qonornl Lako 
himself after tho British advance had begun. In this tremendous 
erisifl of his life tiio ma.st 0 r of many intrigues was destined to find 
himself uuclono by tho craft anti treaclicry whioh disclosed thonxselvos 
aroixml him. Ho was unawaro that Amhaji Inglia was hastening to 
Ilindiiatau to wruuoh tlio hiUon from his hands; or that tho Chevalier 
Hudrouec, whom ho had given service to and destined for his suooossor, 
had declared his allogiaiiee to tho noxv oommaudor-iu-ohief. But tho 
cruellest blow of all was yet to come, for Loixbs Bourgnien, Perron’s 
boaonx friend aud mo.st triistod lieutenant, “ whonx ho had raised from 
obscurity to rank and riches, with outrage aud in, justice to other 
ariieers,” wiia tho first in Upper India to revolt against tho hand that 
hud lifted him from tho gutter, and ore many days had. pxaBt to 
doohxre the deposition aud attempt tho life of tho man before whoso 
frown Hindustan had tremhlod fox' seven years. 



CHAPTEU Vlir. 


i.oui) wkltjlslky’s uicai'A'i'cima, 

1803. 

S O lUr tile niin'iitlvo baa followotl Pevron ancT bis foi-Luiies from the 
MariUhii point of view- In orclor to assist a bvoader estimate of 
Ilia polifcieal, and even intarimtional, importaneo, it is necessary to 
ovtvaot a few iiaasagoa from the Marqnis Wellesley’s dospiitohes and 
correspondence, wbiob will illustrate the high elevation attained by 
this self-made soldier of fortune. 

The lirst roforonoo to Perron in tbo.se voluminous wriliugs occurs in 
a letter, dated from the Capo of Good Hope in Pebniary, 1708, and 
addressed to the llight Honourable Henry Duudas, President of the 
Board of Control, It merely indicates Lord WoUesley’s knowledge 
that “ Soindia employs about 20,000 Sepoys, disciplined by Europeans 
or Americans. The commander is named Perron, a Erenohman." 
The next reference is in Juno, 1790, by which time the Governor- 
General has boeomo alive to the influence Erenoh adventurors wore 
exerting in the Mavatha States, for addressing the same correspondent, 
ho writes ; — “ I shall endeavour to render the cossion of territory 
(after the Mysore war) tlio iuslriunent of anniliilating every remnant 
of a French party in that iinartez-,” and a few days later adds, “ T am 
anxious to find some mode of engaging the interests of Soindia in the 
now settlement of Mysore, under the condition of dismiBsing all the 
Erenoh officers from his sarvico, and (if possible) under that of ins 
delivering them over to our Government for tho purpose of being 
sent to Europe.” On the 4lh of July, in a despatch to Colonel 
Palmer, the Resident at I’oonah, he further emphasises this desire. 
“The whole system of my policy is an earnest of my anxiety to 
expel the Ifr'cnoli from the service of yoindia.” 

Bat the action of this policy was delayed by another circumstanoo 
which demaodad Lord Wellesley’s attezitiou and heavily taxed his 
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resources. TJiia Was ibe invasion of Egypt by Bonaparte, wbicb was 
a blow ainieil diroctly at India, and all curront intentions bad to bo 
siispandod in order to aBsisl in repelling this now dangor by 
cleBpatobiiig a pjowerfiil contingent, uudor Ocnoral Baird, to co- 
operate with General Aberci'ombio in tbe Delta of tbe Nile. 

But althougb Lord Wellesley’s local policy was necessarily doferred, 
it was by no means abandoned, and in 1802, on Ibo termination of 
tbo Egyptian campaign, bia attention was once moro focussed on 
affab's in tbe Doconn. “ Tbe distractions in tbe Mabratta Empire,” be 
writes, “occasionod a combination of eirouin&tanco of tbo utmost 
importance to tbs stability of tbo Britisli power in India, yet pre- 
senting a conjunction of affairs wbicb appeared to afford tbo most 
advantageous opportunity tbat has over occurred for improving tbo 
Britisb interests in that exuarter on solid and dnrablo foundations.” 

Tliis was writteiijjust after tbo battle of Poonab, wlien Jaswant 
E4o Holbar bad det'caled tbo combined armies of Sindbia and tbo 
Pesbwa, and tbe latter, a fugitive from bis capital, was indebted for 
bia personal safety to Britisb protection. In tbo dixilomatio trans- 
actions wliiob followed ibo treaty of Bassoin was oouooived and 
executed, and tbe road opened, for tbe attaob on tlio ” Eronob army 
of Ilindustau," wbioli the Govemor-Gouoral bad so long desired. 

On tbe 27tb of March, 180i3, tbo name of Perron again appears in Lord 
"Wellealoy’s daspatolies, on tbo occasion of bis aoknowlodging a letter 
from General Lake, wbicb onclosed an application from Perron to bo 
allowed to proceed to Enroxio tbrougb tbe Company's territories. To 
this flanotion was accorded ; bnt before it roacliod Perron bo bad 
changed bis mind, and decided to throw in liis lot with Bindbia in 
tbo crisis that bad just arisen, and was instigating him to resist all 
tbo demands of tbo English. Bwayod by bis advice, Danlat Rao 
refused all accommodation, and at last became tbroatoning and 
insolent in his tone, when, as a final resourco, a separate treaty was 
offered to him. Upon bis rejocliou of this tbe Commandor-in-obiof 
was ordered to make xn'eparatiouB for war, and in a despatch dated 
tbe 28tb of June, 1803, the Governor-General laid down the following 
objects to be attained by force of arms ; — 

1. The seizure of all Sindliia’s possessions between tbe Ganges and 
tbe Jumna : br otlier words. Perron’s Jaidad. 

2. To take tbe person of the Mughal Shah ’Altuu under British 
protection : bo was at tbo time in Perron’s custody. 

3. Tbe immediate roduolion of tbo foroos under tbo command of 
Perron. 

4. Tbe foiiantion of alliances with tbe Bajpnts and other inferior 
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states beyond the Jumna for tho jiuposo of exoincliug Sindlna from 
tho norfliern distriots of Hindustan : these states were tributary to 
Perron. 

C. The oooupation of Bundelkhand. 

It is very plain to soo that tho objective of the campaign was 
nothing more or less than Perron. Without the Pronohman tliero 
would have boon no war at all ; it was his brigades which gave SinClhia 
confidence to resist and the British Government tho incentive to 
attack. As witness the Governor-General’s noto on the subject : — 

“ M. Perron’s forooa aro said to he at present oollectad at Cool, and 
to consist of about 8,000 infantry and an equal nnmbor of cavalry.'!' 

“ Soindia, it ia goncrall.y boliovod, ba.s no confidence in M. Perron’s 
attachment to his government. In tho event of a war with the British 
Government it is probable that Soindia will endeavour to propitiate 
M. Perron, and the prospect of this crisis of affairs, which would render 
M. Perron’s conduct an ohjoot of attention to both states, may have 
contributed to induce M. Perron to postpone his avowed intention of 
relinquishing Soindia’s service, in the hope of more advantageous 
offers from Soindia or from the British Government. A considerable 
nnmbor of the Bopoya ■who were discharged from the British Army at 
lire late reduotiou are said to have entered into M. Perron’s service. 

. . . It is supposed that Soindia’s European oflioera might be induced 
to resign tho service by offers of present suhsistenoe and of a future 
establishment in tho service of some of the allios or tributaries of the 


* Tboao I'ofor (o tlio local foroas at Koil only, for in tha Marquia 'WoUealey’a 
“History of tha Malnatta War " Sindliia's army, regular, and irregular, in Juno, 
1803, ■H'ns estiinatod ns follows : — 


Names anil Veserfplian of Coips. No. 

o/BfT«aKoH». 

No, of Men. 

No, of Guns 

1st Brigade. M. IjOius Bourguion 

.. s 

7,000 

60 

2n<l ,, M, Hessing .. 

.. 7 

6,000 

60 

,3i'il ,, M. Pohlman . . 

.. 8 

6,000 

80 

■Ith „ M. Dudonmigno .. 

..7 

6,000 

70 

hth „ „ 

.. 7 

4,000 


Corps imflor M. Dupont 

..4 

2,000 

about 20 

Major Browiirigg’a Corps .. 

..6 

2,260 

30 

Begum Soini'u’s Corps 

..4 

2,400 

20 

Bate Kioto’s Brigado 

..6 

3,000 

GO 

Amhaji Inglia’a Di-igado . . 

. . 16 

6,400 

8i 

Grand Total 

.. 72 

43,660 

404 


N.B.— I’ha force in tliis sstimato is oxcluslvo of tho troops employed in 
garrisons, of irregular infantry Mowattis, &c., tho number of -wliiiih is oon- 
aidorable. 
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Biitisli Govornmont. It must be ascertained wbetlier it would be 
safe or praoticalile to detach M. I’evToi), or any of tho Ein-opoan 
oilicei’S in Scinclials service, or any of Sciiidia’s troops from thoir 
employment with Soiiulia, and wbothor any and what omiBsary 
should be sent to 1\I. rorron or to tho officors.” 

Tea days after tho date of thoao instruotioua Lord Wollosloy writes 
to General Lake : “ I wish you to undorotand that C oonsidor tho 
reduction of Soindia’s power in tho Nortli-west Prontior of Hindustan 
to ha an Important object in pioiiortion to tho pirobabilily of a war 
with Franco. M. du Loigiio ().i'c), Bcindia’s late general, is now the 
chief confidant of Bonaparte. Ho is constantly at St. Cloud. I leavo 
you to judge why aud wherefore.” 

On tho 18th of July a secrot and confidential moinoraudnm is 
dsspatolied to the Commaudor-in-chief, in which tho following 
passage ooours : — 

" Tho defeat of Perron is certainly tho first objoot of tho oampaign. 
Tho Commander-in-chief will oonsidor what advantage can. bo 
derivod from any uogotiatious with Perron or IIosRing (for Agra). 
My opiiiiou is that it might bo dangerous to attempt any uegutiatiou 
with any of Sciiului's officei'K until wo shall bo mastors of tho field. 

. . Tho Pvttjput ami Janl itlijaha are disguRtod with Mahratta rale, 
hut their dread of Perron's piower exceeds thoir wish to bo rolievod, 
and the same ohservatiou appilios to tho Sikh chiefs. . . . Colonel 
Sutherland, lately dismissed from tho command of a brigade by 
Perron, might bo able to give much valuablo iuformatiou, and bo 
instrumental in drawing over other officers from Perron. ... I shall 
cheerfully sanction any obligations or osponsos incurred for the 
piurpoae of conciliating tho officers or mmistors of tho Ooufederatos." 

On the 2StIi of July, iu a secret despatch to Lord Oastlorongh, the 
Governor- Gen oral writes : “ Tho shato of pn'oparation reguirod by tho 
irosition and strength of Soiudia’s French corps, under tho command 
of M. Perron, has ab’oady oompjollod me to restore tho native corps to 
the war ostablislnneul.’' 

Two days later, in a despatch to tho Oornmandor-in-ohief, Iiord 
Wsllesloy more particularly explains his opinions : ‘‘ Tho regular 
infantry' in the service of Soindia, under the oornmand of European 
officers, is supported by funds derivable almost oxolusively from tho 
torritoiaal piosscssious of that chief, situiilod between tho Jumna and 
the Ganges, and the mountains of Kumaon. A considerable x>ortion, 
if not the whole, of the territory has been assigned to M. Perron, a 
French officer who has succeeded M, du Boigue {siti) in the oliiof 
pmmand of Soiiidia's regular infantry, M. Perron iias formed hjs 
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tei'i'itovy into an imlepeijclaut stalo, of whicli Scinflia’s regular 
infantry may justly lie termuil tlio national army. The iniiabitanta 
of tlio dislrirts coniin oliciiKloil in M. Porroii’s Jaijhir consiilor that 
officor as tlioiv imurodiatB Bovoreign, while the troops supported from 
the rovsmies of tlio country regard M. Perron aa tbo iiumediato 
oxQontivo authority from which the army is to receive orders, sub- 
sisteiioo, and pay. Possessing such 2neiiu8, M. Perron dictates with 
the authority of a aoveroign state of a supiorior rank, and with the 
vigour of efficient military p>ower, to the petty states occupying the 
couiitriuB to tlie southward of tlio Jumna, and by the terror of his 
Jianie and arms lioldB in abject submiseion the Itajput states of 
JeypoTQ and Jodporo, togethor with the Jhauts and tbo state of Goliud, 
oxlonding hia influenco oven to BnudcUchand and to the flomilry 
ocoupiod by the Sikha. Bcindia retains no ofliciont control over iP 
Perron, or over hia regular troops. Various iaataiioes must be 
familiar to your ExoeUoney’e Icnowledgo in which M. Perron has 
cither openly disobeyed, or systematically evaded the orders of 
Soindia, especially in the late crisis of that chief's afiairs. M. Perron 
ban for some tinio past manifoalod a systomatie disposition to remove 
all British subjecls from tlio command of Sciadia’s regular infantry, 
niid to introduce I’ronoh officers under his own immediate patronage, 
M. I’srron is snpjiosod to have amassod a considerable fortune, and 
your Excellonoy is intimately acquainted with his anxious desire to 
retiro to Europe, and to dispo.se of his actual command, aud of his 
territorial posaesBiona to some person of the French nation. To these 
considerations it is important to add that M. Perron is in posse 8 .siou of 
the person of tlio nuforlunato ompieror, Shah Allnni, and consequently 
is master of the nominal authority of that unhappy prince, and 
therefore may transfer this valiiahio possession, with his property of 
any other dcBCrixdion, to any French advenluroi’ or olBoorwho may 
bo enabled to comiiloto sucli a purchase. TIiub the coincidence of 
various axiraordinary and uncontrollahlo aceideiits, aud the weakness 
of Soiiidia’s personal character, havo contributed to found an 
ludopondant Preuoh Stats on the most vulnsrahls part of the 
Compony’B frontier. Under tlio injluonae of a suecoanion of Erencli 
aclvoiiiurors, this, state must he exposed to the intrigue of the Franoh 
in Hill! a, and even to the anihllion and hostile spirit of the person 
luho now rules the f'reneh nation. Nor could an instrument of 
destruction more skilfnlhj adapited to wound the heart of the British 
nation bo presented to the vindictive hand of the Eirst OoustU of 
Prance. This French slate aclnoUy holds posBossion of the person • 
aud nominal authority of tbo blogul, maintains the most efficient 
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army of regular native infantry aucl the most powerful artillery 
existing in India with the exception of the Company’s troops, and 
exorcises a oonsiderahle authority over the noighbouring states, from 
tho l)anl£0 of tho Indus to tho eonfluonca of fcho Ganges and Jumna. 
In the present crisis, when every eiroumstanco annoimces the 
probability of a renewal of tho war with Franco, and urges tho 
necessity of resorting to ovory piractieablo moasuro of prooaution and 
security, the safety of the British dominions rogiiiroa the reduction of 
M. Perron's military resources and power, iudepondantly of any 
question which might exist hotwocn Scindia and the British Govorn- 
ment," 

This explicit declaration of the views and opinions of the Marquis 
Wollosley amply confirms the lostimony previously adduced of 
tho high political position hold by Perron. His Jaidad was " an 
ludepenclout French State,” in which he “ dictated with tho authority 
of a Bovoreign of high rank,” and his army oonstitnlod “ a monaoo to 
tho British dominion in India.” This was the height of power and 
iuduQuea to which the runaway sailor from a French frigate had 
raised hiinsolf. It was an elevation oven more astounding than Ho 
Boigne’s, an usurpation of authority more audacious than that of Goorgo 
Thomas. Had Perron resigned his post at this moment he would 
have left behind him a reputation second to no adventurer’s in India. 
But tho splendoiu' of his success was to bo marred by tlie squalor of 
his dawnfall. Ho lacked tho respectable dignity of Do Boigne and 
the dauntless dofiauoo of George Thomas ; and in the last few days of 
his jpowor, when summoned to face tho cidminating crisis of his life, 
ho showed a weakness of purpose that prejudices all his previous 
achievements, and his exit from the scone wherein ho had played so 
prominent a part was that of a poltroon, clutoliing his money lingn 
and crying for quarter before ho had struck a single blow. 



CHAPTER IX. 


PliltnON BE PHOPUNDIS. 

1803. 

U PON tho (loolnrftlion of war by Lord 'Wellosley, Sinilbia’s Regular 
Brigades unmberod over 39,000 men, with 6,000 Hindustani 
horse and d04 guns. In addition to tlioso tbero wore 35,000 Maratha 
cavalry and fiftoon battalions of infantry belonging to Anibaji Inglia, 
and also sundry garrison troops, so that the ontire strength was not 
far short of 90,000 mon-at-arms. The BAjab of Berar oontribnled 
fifteen battalions of infantry, 80,000 horse, "and 00 guns, and Sbamshir 
Bahadur 10,000 troops of sorts. The Confederate army was divided 
as folio W.S : — 

Witli Sindlua, in the Deccan, were Perron’s First Brigade, under 
Colonel Poblman, four battalions of Jean Baptiste Filozo’a corps, under 
Dupont, and four battalions of Ibo Begum Somni’s, under Colonel 
fcjaleur. Tbeso totalled 10,400 men. The Ililjab of Berar’s infantry 
was estimated at 0,000, and tbo combined MaralbA cavalry at 50,000. 
The cannon numbered 190 pieces. 

13n rouia to Hindustan were Perron’s Fourth Brigade, under 
Dudrenec, and five battalions of the Fifth Brigado under Brownrigg 
— in all nearly 8,000 men. Ambaji’s infantry and cavalry increased 
the total to about 26,000 of all arms. 

At CJjjain was stationod Joan Baptiste Filoze’s party of six bat- 
talions, numbering 8,000 men, with 60 guns. They wore destined for 
tho defence of the capital, and had no share in any of the bistoiical 
actions of tbo war. 

With Perron in Hindustan wore the Second and Third Brigades, 
nndor Bourguien and Geshu, at Delhi. Two battaliOM of the Fifth 
Brigade and 6,000 Hindustan horse at Koil, and at Aligarh the 
garrison troops under Pedron, and a similar body at Agra under 
George Hessing. In addition there wore about 10,000 Mar&ihA 
oavahy. 
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As far back as the month of March yiiulhia had urdered rorron to 
bring hia army into a atato of rcadineas to take tho field, and thoso 
instructions were faithfully exeentod. By tho ond of Juno it became 
xuiblioly known that war was inovitalile. Perron was busy -ndtli his 
preparations at Aligarh, and orders were issued to all tho foudatory 
chiefs in Northern India to rally to tho standard. Tho Emperor’s 
royal tejit was pitched at Delhi, and it was proolaimod that Sindlua 
■was about to lake up iirins against the English in order to defund the 
Mughal from tyrants 'who sought to lasiirp his throne. The Second 
and Tbii'd Brigades ■wore inaKsod .at the capital and tlie Eomth was 
on its way to join them, after its fruitless rnnreh to the Deooan. 
Shah ’Alam was iuvilod to place himself at the head of the army — a 
proposal tho holplcsa old man 'was not in a x’ositioii to decline 
Ilarsnk Ptai, Perron's chief hanker, was sent to the capital to advauoo 
whatsoever money might bo required for the troops. In short, all 
that was i)OBsible was done to pmt tho army on a sound war footing, 
and hring every available man into tho field. 

It is beyond doubt that Perron’s fixed determination was to fight. 
However spiurious his lip-loyalty had been in tbo past, bo now girded 
Ills loins for war. Quo can only surmise the reason for this. It was 
certainly not hie fidelity to his master’s cause, for ho had displayed 
his insensibility to this too often ; nor was it to Boeuro his fortune, for 
Ire had declined tho oiler of a safe conduct to Calcutta, which had 
boon recently guaranteed him ; nor could it have been for tho puro 
love of fighting, for although Perron had in the past shown himself 
a gallant man, he was never carried away by that lust of battle 
whioh distinguished George Thomas. Lord 'Wellesley suggested that 
be stayed on, hoping in the event of war to find two powers Lidding 
for his sword ; hut this ■was disproved by his doolining ovorturos suh- 
sequenlly mads to him by General Tiake. There remains only one 
solution to aooount for his line of oonduot — his relations with tho Eroneh 
Government. He was too deeply committed to dare to withdra'W from 
Hindustan, ospeoially rvith tho knowlodgo that Gsnoral Decaon’s 
expiedition, which had boon dospatohed not imxw'obably on his appdi- 
cation, was at Pondicherry. This in itself made his return to Eranoe 
without striking a blow impossiblo. Had he deserted his piost at the 
elovantli hour he could never have faced tho First Consul, to whom he 
had sent an ambassador offering him the dominion of ninduslau. 
It was neooBsity, not ohoiCo, whioh made him apparently loyal to 
Sinclhia, and dooidod him to seo tho eonlest out ; to which cud ha 
sent his family and treasure to Agra, and made every preparation to 
resist General Lake. 
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Uul tboi'Q waB ouG power with which Torrou had not reckoned, and 
whose attack lio had not oven anticipated. This was tlie enmity 
behind him. One cannot but feel a compassion for tliis faithless man 
whon one learns the reason of his downfall, ifor even aa he was 
bracing himself for the luomcntona alrugglo, working with energy 
and ahilitj’, hurrying from post to post, and doing everything in his 
power to safeguard Siudhia’s intei'osts, intrigue and treachery were 
leagued against him in secrot and plotting his downfall. Aa he had 
meted it out to hia master, so it was to ho meted out to him. 

Just before the declaration of war. Lord 'iVellesley iaaued a very 
judicious proolamation inviting all the English officors in MavAtha 
employ to gait tlioir stations and como over to the Bi-itish Govorn- 
mout, under promiso of pensions gradiialod to their rank. Most of 
tho adventurers in Sindhiii’s army took advantage of this. Amongst 
them wore Captain Carnegie, a Scotchman, and Captain Stewart, a 
oountry-horn — both in tho Second Brigade — who at an early date 
signified to Perron their intention of leaving the eeivioo. Pleaiiug 
whioli the General grow fiirioiia, and summarily dismissed seven 
other British-born oileors, ordering thorn to quit Marathii territory 
fortliwith, and following this action by a general disoliargo of all 
JJritibh and British country-born Bubjecla in the brigades. It was a 
swift and prompt way of cutthig the Gordian knot, and was resented 
by not ti few, who remonstrated against the sweejiieg deeision. But 
Perron's wrath was roused, and the only repily ho vonohsafod was a 
warning to them not to bo found within roach of the Marathtl camp 
after a eertain date, His ooiuluct is hardly to be wondorod at : for 
many montlis past ho had been unpopular with Iiia English sidi- 
ordiuatos, whom lie had mortiflod and disgraced in the most unjust 
way. Such men were not the ones to roly on in this extremity : their 
jirejndioos wore fixed and antagonistic to iiim. Enlly realising this, 
Perron determined to expel them from his service, and to repose hia 
oonfidenoo on his own oountrymen alone, especially on those related 
to him by maniage or hound to him by tie-s of gratitude. .Herein ho 
made hia last and most fatal mistake. 

On the 20th of August Perron heard of General Lake’s advance. 
He immediately wrote to the British Commancler-in-ehie^ esiH'essing 
his surprise and demanding to he informed if war had been declared 
against Bindbia. In ropily, General Lake explained his march in 
general terms, and at the same time invited Perron to send a con- 
fidential offioer to confer. This was in accordance with instructions 
received from Lord Wellesley, who had shortly before written to the 
Oommandwr-iu-ohief in the following terms : — 
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“ It would be biglily desirable to detacli M. Perron from Soindia’e 
ssrvieo by pacific nogotiation. M. Pen-on's inclination certainly ia to 
dispose of bis power to a Prencb pvu-ebasor. I Rborild not be snr- 
prieod if bo wore fomid to bo ready to enter into terms with yorn- 
Excellency, provided bo conld obtain a sufficient security for bis 
personal intoreBts. I empower yom- Bxoellonoy to conclude any 
agreemout for the seonrity of M. Perron’s personal interests and 
property, accompanied by any reasonable remuneration from tbs 
British Government, wbicli shall induce him to deliver up tbo whole 
of hie military resonroos and power, together with all his territorial 
posBessions and tbo person of the Mogul and the beir-apparsnt, into 
your Exoollonoy’s bands.” 

Perron sent no reply to General Lake's letter until tbo 27th of 
August, when be wrote oxpr-oesiug an oarnost desire to find some con- 
venient ineane of avoiding boBtiliticB, but declining tbo proiiosition of 
Bending a confidential oflieor to the British camp, on the grounds that 
Biicli a stop would excite the jealousy of Sindbia. But, a.s a counter pro- 
posal, be suggested that General Luka sbonid send an officer to him. 
With this the latter did not think fit to eomply, but in convoying liis 
refusal be mentioned that tbo aim of Iho proposed conferenoe with a 
ooufldontinl officer of Perron had no roforenoe to tbo public affairs of 
tbo British Government, but to the private intorests of Perron, and to 
tbo means of executing with ease and safety liis recent design of 
withdrawing from Sindhia’s sorvioe. 

Perron’s reply was one that did him honour. Ila stated that it 
was his intention to stay by Sindhia during the prosont crisis, and 
that it was impossible for him to retiro until his successor was 
appointed. Bnt ho added that he would send his aide-de-camp to 
General Lake, and, in oonsoquence, Mr. Beckett attended the Cora- 
mander-in-ohiof on the 20th. Bnt the conversation that onsuod w as 
of a vague character, excepting that Beckett would not agree to any 
proposition for Poitou’s suvronder, and he withdrew without any 
arrangement being conchuled. 

General Lake had during these communications steadily continued 
Ids march, and when they were concluded ha was at the gates of 
Aligarh. Dirootly Mr. Beckett had loft the camp the British army 
moved out to attack Perron, whoso force consisted of about 1C, 000 
cavalry, wbiob included Ida own 6,000 regular Hindustani horse. 
The position they bad taken up was a strong one and favourable for 
defence, their front being covered by an extensive swamp, which was 
unfordablo in many parts, whilst their right flank was protected by 
the fortress of Aligarh, and their left derived^considorable adyantage 
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from tbe natirro of the ground. Directly Perron observed indications 
of the hostile movement in tbe British camj} ho struck his own tents 
and drew up his eaviilry in lino of battle, 

General Lalco determined to try and turn tbe loft flank of tbe 
enemy, and, forming bis oavali'y up iir two lines and liis infantry in 
three or four, as tlie coiifuBod nature of the ground permitted, 
advanced to the attack. As lio was executing this manccuvro a flue 
oppiortunity was afforded Perron of malting a bold cliargo witli bis 
cavalry upon an enemy who numbered only two men to his three ; 
but he did not dare to strilce a blow, being inlunidated and con- 
founded; and ilia indooiaion ran through tiro ranks. No sooner had 
General Lake fired a few rounds from his galloper-guns than Perron’s 
force turned and fled, The irregular piortiou disbanded and dispersed 
to their homes, and the C,000 IlindiiBtani horse followed their chief 
in retreat to Maudu, a largo village eight miles south of Aoil. 

Amongst the British officers whom Perron had recently dismissed 
from Sindbia’s sorvioo wore SHimor and Stewart (oountry-borns), 
Fergusson and Oaruogio (Scotchmen), and Lucan and Henessy 
(l)'islimou) — the latter a dosortcr from the Idtli Native Infantry, in 
which he had boon sergeant-major. They had started from Koil on 
the day previous to the battle, and were proceeding southward to 
Agra, whore their families resided. About midday on the 29tb, being 
encamped by the roadside during the heat of noon, they saw the 
Mar/ithil horso galloping towai-ds them in a disorderly manner, as 
they fled from the light. Presently Perron himself dashed tip “ in 
confusion and without his hat.” SMuuor, who at that time was 
bound by no tie to tho British intorost, had made np his mind to 
apply to Sindhia for redress, sinoo his remonstrance against summary 
dismissal had boon of no avail with Perron. 'Phis is how the story of 
what now occurred is told in his momoirs : — 

" Skinner weitt up to Perron immediately, and told him ho had 
come to again remonstrato against his dismissal, and had determined 
to remain in the service and share his fortunes. ‘Ah ! no, no,’ 
replied Perron, ‘ it is all over. Those follows [the horse] have behaved 
ill ; do not ruin yourself ; go over to the British ; it is all up with 
us I ’ ‘ By no means,' replied Skinner. ‘ It is not so. Lot us rally 
yet and make a stand. You may depend upon having many yet to 
fight for you.' But Perron stiU shook his head, and after a little 
while said in his bad English, ‘Ah, no, Monsieur Skinner. I not 
trust. I not trust, I 'fraid you aU go.' Skinner on this got angry, 
and retorted, saying that in that case it was Perron who was the 
traitor, if ho luoant to proceed in that way ; if, on account of one or 
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two ingrn,(iOS, Lo blioukl lose to his luafetoi' tho sovvicos of inaiiy 
faithful x’crBou'5, this was the way to i-uiu tho cause . Bnt that if ho 
Xiorsevcrecl iu doing all fur tho heal, no doubt ho might btili hold the 
country and olfoctively servo his master. But I’orron, who had made 
mi his mind on tho matter, still refuaod to have anything more to do 
either with him or any of his brothor officors, on which ykinuor 
doohu'cd he would go to Sinilhia hiinsolf and comiilain. Perron 
answered iuixeaticnlly, and bidding no further parloj', shook his head 
and rode olf, saying, ‘ Qood-hyo, Bloiisiour tddunci-. No trust, no 
trust ! ’ ‘ Than you may go to the dovil ! ’ roared Kkinnei' after him.'’ 

Perron xTOrsned his way to IJ.Uliias, where lu' mado over tho com- 
nmud of tho Ilindnatuni horse to Monsieur Plouroa, aud ordered him 
to go to CiiiWnxioro, destroying tho country as ho went. Perron him- 
self retreated to Agra, wliaro Ins family, and a groat jiortiori of his 
wealth in xu'seious stones, jewels, and shawls, had boon sent. 

TliG following day, tbc 30th of Angust, General Lake sent a Bummons 
to Colonel Podron to surroiidor Aligaih. Podr'on was not disiuolinod to 
listen to tarms, but ho siiuultauoously rceeivad a letter from Perron, 
who oithor divined or was iufoiined of the Coiuuuuidiiut’s wuiikness, 
and. this dooumout is worth (xuoting, if only to Gxliil)it tho singular 
effrontery of the man who, having liimaolf shamofully avoided battle 
under the walls of Aligarh two days xireviouely, could write iu tho 
strain ho now adopted : — 

“ To Colonel. Pedron, 

“ Sin, — You will have received tho answer you arc to inako to tlio 
XH'opositions of General Lake, f never could have believed that for 
an instant you oould have thought of cafutnlation. 

“ Beinember you are a Frenchman, and lot no action of yours tarnish 
the high oliaraoter of the notion. 

“ I hoxie in a few days to Bond back the English commander as fast, 
or faster, than he came, kfaku yourself iiorfootly easy oii the subject. 
Either the Bmxieror’s army or tho army of General Lake shall find n 
grave before the fort of Alyglnir. Do your duty ; and defend the fort 
while one stone remains uxiou aiiothor. 

“ Once more reniomber your nation. The eyes of millions are fixed 
tiXion you. 

‘‘ T am, etc., 

“0. Pkruon.” 

Of a surety a eharaoteristio letter, with its vainglorious vauntingfl 
and itf) ineffable French vanity. Nor must notice be omitted of the 
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voforeiico to Iho Empcror'a — not Siudliiii’h — army, by wboso valour 
;uid lieroiBiu so groat storo was sot. And yot, ovon as bo invoked its 
coirrago and protested its fidelity till doatb, that army was reuounoiug 
rorroii and swearing allogianco to Drigadier-Ooneral Louis Bourguioii, 
ox-oook of Cnlontta, and qiwaclam pyrotecbniat of Lucknow, awhile it 
olamonrod for tlio life of tho man who eitod its virtues. 

The fortress of Aligarh had lioon roudorod strong by all tho skill and 
pains which seioiice eonld bestow, and Lorrou voposod tho moat im- 
plicit eonfidenoo in Podron. But tho latter — “ a stout, elderly man, 
tlresaed in a groen jacket with gold laco and epaulets ” — was not made 
of that slorn luotal reguisito for defending a pdaeo “ while oiio stone 
romainod upon’ another.” On the contrary, he would have hailed 
eapilulaliou with relief, had not the garrison refused to agree with 
him. The troo3)s in the fort consisted of 800 reguLars, 1,000 Bajputs, 
and 1,200 Irregulars, and a squadron of horse. Tiioso men resolved to 
defond the pdaoc to the cud, and doposing Pedroii, elected for their 
ooinmandor a Baliadari Eajpxrt named Baji Buo, who signalised his 
accession to office by confining “ the stout, elderly man in green,” and 
occupying the place of honour in charge of tho gate and outer fort. 

General Lake, dueling his summons disregarded and his terms 
ralVisod, iisRanltfld tho stronghold on the 4th of Soptomber, ■with uOO 
liluropoaus and throQ Ijattalions of Sepoys. This force loft tiie camp 
at 2 a.iii., and reached the walis a little beforadawu. Lieutenant Lucan, 
the Irishman who had recently left Sindhia’s service, and had since 
boon rooeived by General Lalco, volunteered toloadtlje storming party. 
A pnequet of CO men -with a (J-pounder gun had been stationed by Baji 
Bao aboitt fifty yards from the fort, and this was quickly driven hack 
by tho forlorn hope, who captured the gun after a desperate tussle. 
They then mado for tho moat, ‘which -was so broad and deep that a 
throB-dockor might have floated in it, and crossed it by a narrow 
causeway loading to the gate, which was raked by two or three guns, 
and flankod by a bastion, from whence a most dcBtruotive fire ■was kept 
up. Scaling-ladders were now applied to the walls and an attempt made 
to mount them, hut the stomiors were rcptilsed. A 12-pounder was 
then run up to tho gate, and after five shots it was blown open. Tbs 
conflict now bseamo a hand-to-hand one, the gaiTison fighting with 
stubborn bravery, but by degi-ees the attaoJdng force made good its 
footing, and eventually succeeded in capturing what had hitherto heeu 
rogardod as an impregnable fortress. The Bajputs “fought like lions,” 
and Baji Bdo was killed, with 2,000 of the defenders. Gallant and 
loyal men they were, as tho following extract from General Lake's 
letter of the 4th of Sepitemher shows ; “I had tried every method to 
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prevail upon these people to give up the fort, and offered a very large 
sum of money, but they were determined to bold out, which thoy did 
most ohstinatoly, and, I may say, most g.aUantly. Prom the extra- 
ordinary btrengtli of the pilace, and being obliged to win it inch by inch, 
it being so determinedly defended, in my opinion British valour never 
shone more conspiiouons.” 

The English loss at tho Btorming of Aligarh was very heavy, no less 
than 223 officers and men being killed and wonuded. Ouo hundred 
and nine guns were captured, exelnsivo of wall-pieces, and a vast 
quantity of warlike stores and material, inolnding thousands of regi- 
mental uniforms, ehiaily blue jackets with rod facings, made after tire 
Ereuoh fashion. Podron, in spite of himsolf, had the honour of being 
made a prisoner of war. 

The intrepid oovji tic main on the fort of Aligarh was a mortal blow, 
not only to Perron, but to Sindbia. It created a panic in the minds of 
tho natives, and astonished every prince in Plindnstan, giving them 
exaggerated ideas of European valour and prowess. 

It will be remembered that M. Elourea had been detached with 
Perron’s S,000 Plindustani horse to harry the country towards Cawn- 
pore. He carried out his orders, and to him belongs tho single success 
achieved by any portion of Siudbia’s regidar army during tho war. 
MaMng his way to Shikohabad, a small out-post in tho Company’s 
frontier district of Etilwab, hold by Lieutenant-Colonel Coningbam, 
with five oompanios of tho 11th Native Infantry and one gun, Elourea 
attacked it on the 2nd of September. Erom four in the morning till 
two o’clock in the afternoon the garrison resisted all liis attempts with 
groat spirit and resolution, and ultimately obliged him to fall back. 
The attack was, however, resumed on tho 4th, and Colonel Coning- 
ham, through the failure of his ammunition, was compelled to capitu- 
late after two hours’ fighting, and to give his parole that nono of tho 
garrison should serve agamst Sindhia during the continuance of tho 
war. He retired to Cawnpore with his arms, ammunition, and all 
his x^i'ivata proiierty, the eantojiment being burnt and pillaged, but 
Mrs. Wilson, an oflioer's wife, was carried offby the Malirattas. Colonel 
Coningbam lost four of his offioers and 03 Sepoys killed and wounded, ^ 
whilst Eleui’oa purchased his victory dearly, at tho expense of seven 
officers and 500 men. No sooner had those terms been arranged than 
news arrived of the fall of Aligarh. Eleuroa’s iroopsra refused to 
believe the fort had boon, taken by assault, but maintained that it 
had been treaoliorously surrendered by Perron, and immediately made 
their way to Agra in groat indignation, expecting to find the general 
there. He had, however, removed with his family and effeots to 
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Muttra, taking with him his hodygnaril of 8UU liorsemeu, mounted 
from his own stable, and bore i'Uenroa’a horse joined him — a rGinforce- 
mont which, as events happened, piroved highly anconvenient. 

h'or within the period of one short weok that had elapsed since his 
flight from Aligarh Perron was dostinodto see the ^vhole fabric of big 
power fall in fragmonta to tho ground, and the army he had bo long 
ooimnanded arrayed iu revolt ngahiethim. More bitter to bear than 
this was tho revelation that his hosom friend Bourgiuen was at the 
hoad of tho mutiny which declared their chief’s deposition. 

liourguion had received early intelligenoo of Ambaji'a apipointment 
to super, sodo Perron, and on the first rumour reaching him began to 
plot and intrigue against his chief, and publicly announced that he 
had gone over to the EugUsh. A semblance of confirmation was given 
to this by Perron’s snp>ino conduct at the battle of Koil ; and no 
sooner did news of the abortive resistance roach Eelbi, than Bourguien 
threw off all diagniae, and called on the Third Brigade to elevate him 
to the supremo control, which they forthwith did. He thou attempted 
to win over the Second, under Monsieiu' Gosliu, but this officer stood 
true to Perron, and denounced Bom-guien. But the spirit of mutiny 
was abroad, and his wen placed Cfeslin and nil their officers of the 
Second Brigade in arrest under fixed bayonets, and declared forBour- 
gnisn. The latter now demanded an audience with the Emperor, and 
procured from him a Khilut of invostnre as Commandor-in-ohief of 
tho Imperial army. Tho blind and helpfioBs monarch, in no position 
to withhold favours, aoqniosood with tho simplo faith that distinguished 
all his aotions whenever he was complimented by tho req^uest for an 
exhibition of his regal authority. Hover, surely, did snch a stalking 
horse exist for knaves to veil their dosigns, ns poor old Shah ’Alain, 
who deputed more authority from a prison than many a sovereign 
has done from a throne. 

But Bourguion had not reckoned with Capitain Brugeon, the keeper 
of the King. Drugeon had been iu trouble once, but had experienced 
Perron's clemency and forgiveness. Ho rememborod this now, and in 
tho moment of his ohief's downfall etruok a loyal blow on his behalf. 
Besisting Bourgnien’s demand, to deliver up to him all the public 
treasure, Drugeon turned out his garrison of 3,000 men and expelled 
tho usurper from the fort, at the same time informing tho Emperor 
that ho would obey no one except he had Perron’s orders. 

Bourguion immodiatoiy laid eiege to the citadel of Delhi, and 
planted a battery of eight guna in front of tho Eajghat bastion, 
whioh ho battered for two days and laid level with the ground. Where- 
upon the Emperor bogged hhn to euepend operations, saying ha would 
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oonfa'ive to malce JDrugeon obey orders. Itonrgnien having in the 
meantime soonred the perBon of Perron's chief bnukor, liarsi'ilc Rai, 
found suflioient occupation in squeoning several lakhs of rupees out of 
liiru — at which interesting point tlio story stops. 

The usurpation of I'erron’s oflioo was not huiliciont for Bourguion, 
who, with truly Oriental tliorouglmoss, detorminod to avoid half 
measures, and completo the work lie had begun. Ho now wrote to 
the native oflieora of the Hindustani horso at Mattra, denouncing 
Perron as a traitor, and ordering them to seize him, and, if uacossary, 
p)ut him to death. It seems scarcely credible that a man who owed 
everything ho piossessod to Perron should have been guilty of such 
hlaok and dastardly treachery. But its confirmation oomos oiroum- 
stantially, and on the authority of Skinner, Smith, and Perron himself, 
who adds that his aasassination was only prevented by the proseuco of 
mind of his aide-de-camp. 

This was the last drop in the bitter cup, already tilled to overtlowiug. 
A concatouation of disasteis, misfortunes, and daugors was ornsbiug 
Perron as suddonly as swiftly. Pirst came the fall of Aligarh ; then 
his Bupoi'sossiori by Ambaji luglia, his implacable enemy. Simiilta- 
naously the revolt of the Second and Third Brigades, and the nows that 
the oonimandor of the Poirrlh Brigade had already pronounced for 
Ambaji, despite the fact that Dudrenoo had boon selected by Perron as 
his own successor. Lastly oamo this uitompt on his life, instigated by 
Bourguieu, at the hands of the cavalry who had come hurrying in from 
ShikohdbAd, already inoited against Perron by the news of the fall of 
Aligarh, which eoomod to them primdfaoia evidence of his treachery. 
All these slings and arrows of outrageous fortuno crowded in together, 
and struck home, one after another, within Iho period of a few hours. 

No wonder that Poitou was “coufoimdcd with the dangers which 
surrounded him,” and determined to throw hiniself on tho hbsrality 
of the British Government for protection and safety. But in order to 
accomplish this ho was obliged to cmi)k)y stratagem. Mnstoring 
liis Hindustani horse ho harangued thorn, oondomuing Bourguion’s 
conduct, and assuring them of his own loyalty. He declared ho 
would at once march to punish the luutineors and thou, if they 
would follow him faithfully, drive tho British out of tho Dodh. Those 
were brave words, hut he had braver material behind thorn. As an 
earnest of his good intentions, ho handed over Ihreo lakhs of rupees 
to the native officers to bo distributed amongst the men. It was an 
astute piece of liberality, and resulted, as Porrou had counted, in tho 
soldiery q^uarrclliug over the division. Meanwhile he prepared their 
minds for his doijarture, by announcing that ho would cross tho dumna 
that evening, with his bodyguard, enrouio for Delhi. 
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Everything turned out aoeording to his dosires. By suneot he had 
placed the river between lum and Ms Hindustani horse, and, by 
bribing the feiTymen, secured the retainmout of every boat on Mb side 
of the stream for the rest of the night. He then loft, saying he was 
going to encamp a short dislaiico ahead; instead of which he mado a 
forced mareli of thirty miles to Sasiii, sending on an express to General 
Lake to inform him that ho had resignod Siudhia’s sorvieo, and 
desired to renew his application to retire within the Company’s 
territories to Lucknow. 

In this letter, which reached General Lake on the 7th of yoptember, 
■Perron mentioned that ho had just lieard of the appiointment of his 
Buoco' .^or, which rclioved him of all obligations to remain at hiB post, 
and furthor observed that the treachery and ingratitude of his European 
officers coiiviuoed liim that further resistance to the British was 
uselosa. 

The Commauder-in-ehief immediatoly oompliod with Perron’s 
request, and detached a British officer to moot him and conduct him 
in safety to Lucknow. He also permitted Perron to retain liis body- 
guard as an osoort, and provided for his reception in the Company’s 
torritories with every mark of respect and lienour. This course of 
aotion was later on approved by the Governor-General, who wrote ; " I 
consider the retirement of General Perron in the present ciisis of 
alfaii’s to bo an event highly favourable to tho success of the British 
arms, and to tho intorosts of tho British Government in India. It 
must also diminish tho eonfldenoo which the Native powers of India 
have been accustomed to repose in the fidelity of their Prenoh 
oflicors,” 

Thus in ten days from General Lake’s arrival belore Aligarh 
Perron’s power was dissolved, and himself a fugitive in the British 
oamp. Never surely did a master of so many legions fall so swiftly, 
and BO ignominiously Not a single blow had he struck to upihold that 
sovoroign power which ho had wielded for seven years. All his bi'ave 
Bohomes, his elaborate plans of campaign, his jjrotestatioas of fidelity, 
his vauntings, and his vanity had melted into nothingness at the first 
sight of the .British flag flying in the heart of his domain. With a lie 
on his lips, and his trombliug hands squandering gold to bribe the 
soldiery he dared jiot trust, Perron fled from his kingdom, followod 
by tho execrations of his troops and the exultant denunciation of his 
fellow-countrymen. 

The causes which lod to this dramatic downfall wore many. In 
tho fii'st pjlaco Perron had calcnlated that tho British army would 
wait for tho termiiiatiou of tho rainy season before starting from 
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Oawuporo, wlioi'eas Ganeral Lalio nuirchccl out iu raid mousoon. He 
oonsidoi'od tiuit Aligarb would snatain a &ipgo of at Icafit two monlliR, 
duriii'; wliicb time ho would bo ablo to bi'iug iiy Iub brigacloK luid right 
au advautagoous battle beneath its walls. But his iiiipvQguabla for- 
tress foil iu a siuglo da_y, and this, in itself, apjiallnd him. His tnidden 
aupersoasion by Ainbaji, iindor whom ho was ordered to sorvo, con- 
froiitod him with actual danger to hia porsou and property. Tho 
dofootiou of hia brigades, ouo after another, pariilyaod him and loft him 
bolploaa. But, above all, the troachory of his bosom friond Dourgulon 
crowned his tribulations, and forced from him tho iiL tii Brute that 
bows its head in despair, tuitl resigns itself tofato. 



CHAPTER X. 

BOURGIIIItN IN TiXOHLSIS. 

1803. 

liiglit left tljo road ooirndataly clear for Loiiia Bourgivion, 
who was a man aa weak as lio was wicked, as conceited aa lie 
was inoouipotenfc, and as timid as he w'as troaoberous. It was in 
keeping with bis oharaotor that ho should bcoIc to make a stepping- 
steno of hia benofaotor. Prom time to time Bourguien’s shadow has 
fallen across those pages, yet never once gloriously. 'Whotlier at 
Ajmir, endeavouring to bribe an enemy he could not beat, or at 
Goorgagarh Iceepiug out of range of lire, or at IldiiBi, entering into 
foul intrigue to ruin a Ijravo man, he is always an inflated, low-born 
follow, fitted only to handle hia native akowors, or discharge tlie 
rockets of braggadocio. But he never foil so despicably low as when 
he proved a traitor to Perron, who had paid him the complirneut of 
bolioviug in him. At tho first whisper of omen, this renegade 
braggart, whom ovory consideration should have impelled to remain 
truQ to his chief, was the first to declare against him, and on the 
lofty grounds — forsooth — of loyally to Sindhia’s service 1 Louis 
Bourgiiieu apostrophising tho code of honour is an idea too prooious 
to bo lost 1 

It ha.s been shown how Bourguion tampered with tho hrigade.s at 
Delhi, and induced them to elect him to their head, and how Geslin 
and Drugoon opposed him without sneoess. lie gained the day, and 
was for a time in nominal command of tho Imperial army. “But,” 
says Lewis Pordinand Smith, “ ho baffled hia own ends. If once the 
reins of subordination are thrown aside, and the soldiery encouraged 
to revolt, it is difflcuU to chock or repress the commotion which often, 
like a dangerous instrumonb in feeble hands, recoils on him who holds 
it. Such was the result of tho mutinous spirit Bourguien had infused 
into the troops of tho two brigades. Licentious with impunity, they 
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despised tlio orders of Inm who had taught thou to dospiso thoir own 
Commandoi'-in-ohiof,” 

After the fall of Aligarh Delhi hocamo the rallying point for the 
troops roij'on had doeertod. Thithorrodo Dlourea’s C,000 I-Iiuduataui 
horso, coiivincod now that Bonrgiiion was a true man, sinco ho had 
warned thorn of the general’s defection. When they arrived at tho 
capital they found the brigades — which included oightoou battalioiiB 
and 110 pisoos of eanuon — iu a state of mutinous confusion aud 
anarchy, Simultaneously nows arrived that (lonoral Lake, with rapid 
mai'choH, was approaching. A change at once came o’er the sp)irit of 
Bourguion’s dream, and he endeavoured to persuade the troops to 
retire to Ilariana. 

This opened thoir eyes aud convinced them that thoir now gouei'al 
was as craven aud iiutrustworthy as their discarded one. Never in tho 
history of the brigades had battle boon shirked, as it was now pro- 
posed to shirk it. The spirit of tho nnm rebelled iigainst tho 
cowardice of thoir oflleora, aird they forthwith dciposod BourgTiion and 
pdaoed him in coufiiiomout, oloeting a Native name Barwar filiiin to 
tho chief command. 

Buoh is Skinner’s version of tho progis'ss of events at Delhi during 
tlie few days prsoocliug Qoiioral Lake’s arrival. But Jloni'guien must 
have boon released iiluio.st inunediately, for ho porHOiially superin- 
tended tho preparations for defence, and was in command at tho battle 
that shortly look place. On tho Dth of Seplonrbor ho moved his two 
brigades down to Patbargliat and began to cross tho .Tninna, and by tho 
11th twelve battalionsof infantry, 5,000 Hindustani horso, aud70 pieces 
of cannon had oifootod the passage, when tho arrival of tho British 
army oonipellod him to form his troopis for buttle, which ho did in 
tolerably good order, but taking care to keep himself, with some 
cavalry, out of reach of fire. 

General Lake was unaware of tho pu'oximity of the emimjr, for they 
were entirely concealed from view by tho high grass jungle which iu- 
torvoned. Having oompiloted a fatiguing march of eighteen iiiilos, 
and reached tire banks of tho Hiudnu river, six miles distant from 
Delhi, the Britisli army began to pntoh thoir touts | and some of tlie 
Sepoys wore aotnally engaged in cooking their food, when a largo body 
of Borrrguion’fl horso Btiddouly apipearod so close at band that the 
grand guard and advanced piickots were at once tnrned out. Tho 
enemy’s numbors increasing, General Lake wont to the front to re- 
connoitre, aocompauiod by tlirco regiments of cavalry. Ilo found 
Bourguien’s army drawn iip in oouiplelo order of battle, on rising 
ground, and with their guns strongly posted. 



BOUROUIEN IN EXCEL SIB. 


811 


11 was noli a favourable bonr to accept battle, for the time was mid- 
clay, and the British troops wearied with a long march, having been 
in motion since three o’clock in the morning. The heat was intense, 
and nudor the llorco rays of a September sun many of tho Euro- 
peans had boon prostrated by Bunstroke. Ganoral Lake's entire force 
consisted of 4,. '500 men, and included one King’s regiment (the 7Gtb), 
sovon battalions of Sepoys, the 27lh Dragoons, and two regiments of 
Native cavalry. With these he had to oppose nearly 10,000 regular 
infantry, 5,000 Hindustani horao, and 70 g;ma, po.stocl in an advan- 
tageous position. 

Bourguien opened tlio action with a heavy cannonade, which caused 
General Lake to send orders for the infantry and artillery to move up 
instantly to the front. They were quickly formed, and marched for- 
ward in columns of grand divisions from each battalion, but it was at 
least an hour beforo they joined the general ; and all this time bis 
cavalry was exposed to a oonstautjand well-directed artillery fire, which 
oeoasionod heavy loss. At last tho Commandor-in-ohiof (whose horso 
had boon shot under him), peroeivingtho enemy were so strongly posted 
as to make an attack not only difficult but hazardous, determined to 
draw them on to more level ground by a feint, and ordered tho 
cavalry to retire with the double object in view of enticing the enemy 
from tlioir position, and effecting a more rapid junction with the 
infantry, than if he had waited for them to come up. The manccuvre 
was entirely successful, for Bonrguien’s battalions immediately left 
their ground, and pursued the retreating cavalry with exultant shouts 
of victory. But they halted dead when suddenly tlae British infantry 
came in sight. General Lake’s cavalry at ones opened from the centre 
to permit tho infantry to pass through to tho front, then the line was 
Hwiftly formed, whilst tho oavah-y massed and took up a position about 
forty yards in tho roar of the right wing. 

The order was now given for a gonoral advance. Led by tho Com- 
mandur-iu-chiof inporson, and amidst a tremendous fire of round, grape, 
and ohaiu-ahot, tho rogimoats jirossed forward in one steady desperate 
assault of bayonet against cannon. Tho men fell by scores, hut they 
iiovor took their muskets from thotr shoulders till within a hundred 
paces. Then tho charge was sounded, and immediately tho whole 
line gave a single volley and doubled forwartl upon Bourguien’s guns 
and battalions with suoli impetuosity, that tlia latter refused to meet 
them, and, turning rightabout face, lied from the field. As .soon as 
the infantry charge was spent, General Lake gave the order to break 
up into oolumua of companies, leaving gaps through which the 
cavalry charged with the galloper guus, and falling upon tho flying 
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ioo, I'cntlovod Iho -victoi'y a conipleto ono. Tbo battle was I'ongbt 
witbia sifflit of Uie uiiaarots of hjkI lu'Ioro smihot tljo Bi’idsb 

arrnywas anoaro[)Qil on tbo oast bank of llin Jumaa, opposilo tbo city. 

It was tbo fii’st timo in ihoiv faiuone oaroov that J.>o lioitJiio'K 
battaliona bad given way witbont hbowing stubborn bgbt, Had bo 
wbo oi'oated tboin commaudod tlioiu, tboi'o would liiwo boon a 
difforent talo to tell, but, desortod )iy tlioir oillcors, and loft witbont 
proper control or direction, tboy obeyed tbe instincts which bavo 
always assorted tbomsolvoa in Asiatic troops when boroft of loaders . 
Uonrguimi and bis French ollicera wore tlio first to fly from tbo field, 
and. aeoompaniod by a fow borRoiium, who afforded them an example 
of fidelity, tboy sought rofiigo in I'olbi. “Hero tbo inisoroant” (to 
quote Gonoral Lake’s dospateb), “after plundering tbo city, tooli bun- 
solf and bis vagabonds off on tbo morning of tbo Isftb, and tbo country 
people wore so enraged at being plundered by Lourgnion, that they 
retaliated by plundering the baggage of bis fugitive troops.’’ 

In tbo battle of Delhi General Lake lost 477 mon killed anil 
wounded, of whom 181 belonged to tbo ranks of tbo gallant 70tb. 
In Donrguiou’8 army 8,000 men wore killod. and womidod, and 08 guns, 
87 tumbrils of animunition, and two tumbrils of treasure oapturod. Tbo 
report of tbo ordnance taken is an interesting doonment, and rolloots 
credit on the handiwork of Sangstor. Colonel Horsford thus describes 
the captured pieces ; “ Tbo iron guns (eight in number) are of Europe 
manufacture. Tbo brass guns, mortars, and bowituors have been cast 
in India, ono Portuguese throo-poundor oxcoptod. Borne boar an in- 
scription of having boon made at Muttra, otberR at Agra ; but tbo 
whole aro evidently from tbo desigria and execution of an European 
artist. Tbe dimensions aro in general those of the French, and tbo 
workmansbip) is of as high a finish as any in the Company's arsenal, 
'The whole of tb o guns are furnislied with well-made elevating sorows 
of tbe latest Frenob improvement.” 

Tbrea days after tbo battle of Delhi General Lake began tbo ovobb- 
ing of tbe river, and on the ICth of September paid bis first visit to 
tbe Emperor, Sbab ’Alam. IJiH progress to tbo palace was slow, for 
the streets were thronged with tbo populace, eager to behold tbe 
English general wbo bad onaancipated them from tbo bondage of tbo 
P'rench adventurorB, General Lake found the great Mughal seated 
under a .small tattered canopy in a mookory of regal stato. The aged 
monaroh showed signs of all the oxipresaiona of old ago, degraded 
authority, and extromo poverty, and hia miserablo appoiiranoo was 
eloquent of his recent sufibrings. “ It rolleoted,” writes Major TJiorn, 
“ indelible disgrace upon the meroileaa oppressors who had usurped 
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bis dominion,” iiud Lord WoiloHloy rceovda the motaphorioal 

liinf’uago ol' Asia, tlio NaLivo iiows-wrilcrB, who doscriliod this oxtra- 
ordiiijiry Boono, liavo doolarod that, 11 in Mniosty’s dtilivorauoa rebtorod 
tho isifjlit to hifl pyos from oxochh of joy.” In .addition to uiauy other 
marks of royal favour and coiidunKonniou, tlio Emporoi' was graciously 
ploasod to ooiifor upon Gouoral Lako tho ])loaauig if volumiiioua titio 
of “ Tho Hword of Btato; tho Iloro of the Ijimd; the Lord of the Age; 
and tho Victorious in War,” Ilis Majesty, it may bo obsorvod, was a 
poet, and given to oomposing versos. A not inelegant translation of 
one of his ologioB is given in tho Appendix to Franoklin’s “ Life of 
Shah Allum.” 

The viowa expreaeod above concerning tho actual condition in which 
Shah ’Alain was ooufiuud must be aceoptod with a certain amount of 
roaei’vo. It was almost an axiom in 1803 that a hronebman could do 
no good. Mills, tho historian, is incliuod to consider that the Emperor 
was very fairly troafcod, ovou though Lord 'Wollosloy talks of his do- 
livoranoo from degradation and bondage." That tho poor old man 
was moat cniolly used in tlis past has boon shown in tho sketch 
of Vo lloigno’B life, but thoro is cvidouoo that his condition was 
much ameliorated whou Drugoon was appointed his keeper. Up to 
that time Shah ’Alam was nearly starved by Slulbji tho Fiikir. 
Aftor this there is an indication that tbo Emperor was far from satis- 
fied, for ho wrote to Siudhia, roguoating that his allowanoo might be 
paid by that Prince himaolf, and not allowed to filtor through chaunola 
which ovidontly sho wod a loakago. Tho incomo allottod to Shah ’Alam 
was nine laklis of rupoos annually, bnt Major Thorn asserts that 
"not more than lls.SO,O00 woro actually appropriated for that piu'poso, 
so that tho dosoondant o Timur (who was at tho time oighty-throe 
years of age) and his immense household were often in want of the 
common nooessaries of life.” Tho suggestion immediately forces 
itself forwai'd— who had tho eight and a half laklis uiiacooxmted for ? 
Not IJrngoon, for his Ravings amounted to only Ps, 80,000, He was, 
moreover, merely the dopxity of Porron, to whom Smdhia granted 
tho Soubahdari of Delhi in place of Shahji. 

Lord Wollosley thus summarises tho situation aftor the occupation 
of the capital. “By the snecess of our arms iniex’osting piurposcs of 
humanity were aceoniplisbed, and so far as tho object is regarded in 
a political point of view, His Majesty Shah ’Allum being placed under 
the protection of the British Government, no other power can now 
avail itself of the weight and influence which tho Emperor’s name 
must ever possess amongst tho Mahoraedan inhabitants of Hindostan. 
The attention of the Govornor-Geiieral is now directed to the forma- 
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(ioii of a jicrmanout iiriaiiKonn'iilj Ibu tho fului’O dignity and coinforL 
of PTis Tinpoiial IMiijosly. . . . ITc lias hIko given direclioiiB to provide 
for tlio nobility and llio great oflicovs of state at llollii, 'whoso fortunes 
liavQ boon destroyed by tho snceossful usurpation of Boindia’s li'rouch 
advontnrera, ” 

Thus, after a life of singular trial and viciERitudo, Shah ’Alam found 
a suitable repose in liia oxtremo old ago. But tlio fact must not bo 
lost sight of that tlio British Govornuiont never attempted to restore 
that authority and power which “Scindia and the French adventurers 
had usurped,” hut merely aiipropriatod it itself. Tho moral justifica- 
tion for this does nut apjiear to ho discussed in any oflioinl work on 
tho Riilijoet. 

Three days after the hattlo of Delhi Louis Bourgniwi surrondered, 
with four of his offioors, whoso uatnos arc given as Gossin ('i' Goslin), 
Guorinnier, Del. Perron, and Joan Piorro. It is also jirohablc that 
Drugoon asked and ohtainod ((uartor at the samo time, for there is a 
rororoncQ iu one of Gouoral Lako’s despatoheB to a sum of five and a 
half lakhs of rupees “ captured iu the hands of M. Drugoon,” which 
was divided as pri?,e-xiiouoy. Ilourguion and tho officers 'with liiiu 
wore coiiiinod under a strong guard, aud a little later sent to Fatoligarh, 
from wlienoo thoy woro deported to tho Prosidouoy. Their Rurvondor 
was aceeloratod by the dangers that throatonod them from tho enraged 
populace of tho capital, to osoape whoso resontmeiit thoy were very 
glad to solicit British prolootioii. 

Thus, within the space of a fortnight (iuclndiug tho iiitorreguum 
during which lie was iinpriaouod by his own troops), began, flourished, 
and ended the roigu of Brigadier-Goiioral Bourguion. Begotten in 
treaoliery, eonduclod with cowardice, and concluded in dofoat and 
dishonour, Louis Bourguion’s Indian ciiroor found a fitting termina- 
tion. It will not, perhaps, surprise tho reader to loam that on tho 
aolnovomout of his last fortuight ho founded a claim to having vali- 
antly oudoavuurud to save tlio Warathi'i Empire from doslnictiou. 
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laswaki and assaye. 

180 a. 

A FTEB ostalilislnEg mattoro on a Bound fooling at 'Dollii, Oouoral 
Lnlco niai'ohod, on tho 2'tth of Sopton)l)cr, foi‘ Agi'iv, leaving the 
cuiiital and tlio Rniporor’H pca-flon in obargo of Colonol Oobtorlony, 
who was snppoi'tod by a battalion and a ball of the Company’s Native 
infantry, and two nowly-raisod rogimeuta of Najihs, recniited from men 
roooutly in I’orron’H sorvic-o, and oommandod by Liontmiaiits Biroli and 
Woodwill, ex-odicors in Siudhia’a employ. Tl elioirld also be inen- 
tionod that inuundialnly after tho bnttlo of Dollii eight ItiBillns or 
tainadronn of the Ilindnetani horao cnmo over to General Lake, and 
wore taken into Britieh employ, Captain Skinner being appointed to 
oonunand them. Tlioao f,nbsc(xtiontly beoauio a linnonB regiment, 
known ae Skinner’s Irregular llorso. 

Tbovo wore six battalions of Perron’s Second and Third Brigades 
which had failed to cross tho Jumna in tiino to participate in the 
battlo of tho illh. So soon im tho day was lost tlioy fled to h'atehpnr 
Silsri, wliBi’O they divided. Three, under Sarwar Khan, effeeled a 
junction with tho Kourth Brigade, which was on its way from the 
Deccan, under Dndrenoo, to join tho army at Delhi. The Chovnlier, 
and two of his ollioors, Major Lewis h'erdinand Smith and Lieutenant 
Laponol, now left their troops, and surrendered to Colonel 'Vaniioleur 
at Mattra on the 80th of September, tho command of the Fonrlli 
Brigade being taken over by Sarwar Khan. The other throe Delhi 
battalions pushed on to Agra, where they joined four battalions and 
twouty-six pieoGB of cannon belonging to Perron’s Kifth Brigade, 
which had also been dispatched from tho Deccan, under Major 
Brownrigg, to strengthen the forces in Upper India, These sovoa 
hattaliona, being denied entrance to tbo fort by tho garrison, took up 
a position on tho glacis outside. The troops in Agra consisted of 
4,00t) fighting men, under Colonel George Hesaing. Thoy had broken 
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iulo mutiny nftoi' rcvi-ou’u iloteotion, anil inaOo XIoShiiig ii priaouov, as 
well iiB tlie liiu'opoan ollicoi's xmder him. In the fori was (roasm-o 
auionnting to twenty -i’lvo lakhs of rupees (£300,000 storling), which 
had boon scut thoro by Poitou for Safety wheu hostilitios first 
throatGuod, and of which particular mention will bo made later ou. 
Tho revolted garrison doairod to divide this troiianro, but their mutual 
jealouaios provontod thorn from agreeing to any plan of apporlion- 
mant, and tho singular eironmstanco was presontod of those nmti- 
ncoi's guarding thoir procioua ohargo from each other with tho utmost 
vigilance. Whou they iioard of tlio arrival of Browurigg’s battalions, 
and tlioge from Dolbi, they dreaded tljoir streugtii and unanimity, 
and refused to admit thorn iulo the fort, lint still they did not daro 
to broaoli tlie treasure Uicmaolvos, being intimidiitod by tlieir Euro- 
XJoan iirisouora, Colonels George Uossing and liobort Sutlicrland, 
Majors Browmigg and lloridou, and Captains linrriot, Miirsliall, and 
Atkins, wlu) wamad them that if tlio money wore ttunporod witli tlioir 
lives would answer for it wlioir tho British arrived. 

On the 2ud of October Gonoral Lako roachod lifattra, and, forming 
a junction with Colonel Stovensou’s dolachmont, moved onto Agra, 
where, at 2 p.m. ou the 4tii, a summons was sent to tlio garrison to 
surrender. But witliin the fort all was anaroliy and confuHiou, and 
not even a roidy was roturnod. 

Tho seven battalions, however, who wore onoampod on Iho glaoia 
had presorvod tlieir disciidino, and now prepared to show fight, 
which, oonsidoring that they were looked out of tlio fort by thoir 
fellows, oshibilod mioominon spirit and resolution. So long aa they 
hold, their position it was imposaiblo for General Bako to make any 
aiiproaches against Agra, and accordingly ho detorminod to dialodgo 
them. This he effoolod on the lOlh, with nine battalions of Native 
infantry, but it cost a long and sovoro figlit, and his loss was nine 
offioora and 218 men killed and wounded. Tho aovon battalions 
resifltod Btubboruly, and it was not until they had lost (>00 mon, and 
all their Iwentx^-six guns that they yielded, “ Tho enemy,” wrote 
General Lako in his despatch describing the action, "fought most 
desperately. I imderstund they are supposed to bo tho best Barron 
had, and they wore so advantageously posted that it was almost im- 
possible to got at them.” Two days after tho battlo tho survivors of 
those seven battalions, amounting in all to about 2,500 mon, toudorod 
their submisBion, under xn’omiso of being taken into tlio Company’s 
Borvice on tho same pay as they had reoeived in Sltidhia’s, and maroh- 
ing over to the British lines on the 13th of October, onoampod along 
side of thair conquerors. 
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'i'lio siogo of Agra was )\ow oomnionood. Altliougb Sarwar Klian 
with llio T<'onvO) Brigatlo, tho Utvoo Delhi b/ithilions (iu all about 
0,000 iiiianii'y), aiul 1,500 Iliudustaui liorao, was eiioauigod within 
thirty iniloH, ho mado no attempt to roliovo tho fort; this ooiild not 
luivo boon from want of spirit, for his trooijs had plenty of dglit in 
Ihom, as they sliowod before tho month was ont, and their supine 
attilodo aau only bo ahribiilod to tho want of iutolligont dirootion, due 
to tiioir dosnrtion by tlioir Idm’opaaii oilieora. 

A broaohiug battery having boon orectod within 8fl0 yards of the 
south-onst sido of Agra fort, propnratious wore luado for a bombard- 
ment. Jhit boforo it was opouod tho garrison roloased Colonel Sutber- 
liiud from ooniliiomont, and sont him to ask for torms, He brought 
a lottor sigiiod by IIoBBing, as commandant of tbo fort, who wrote 
that " his soldiery hud booomo a little more roasonahle from his 
having ropeatodly told thoni that any further roBiaiaiieo on their part 
would avail thorn nothing, but on tho contrary oxasporate tho English." 
Thoy wore now prepared to dolivor up tho fort, guns, storos, &o., on 
ooiiditiou. of pi’otootion to thomsolvos and thoir private property, 
“But,” added Ilossing, “should any unforsoen deviation from this 
proposal tako plaoo, as wo aro still their prisoners, we hope your 
Bxoollonoy will not impute to us tho blame.” 

•tn reply, General Lake sanctioned the terms asked for, but particu- 
larly spooifled that no troaauro was to bo taken out of tho fort. He 
granted one hour’s grace in which to confirm the agreement. This 
answer was taken hy Captain Salkeld, but after receiving it fresh 
difliouUles and divergonoes of opinion arose amongst tho garrison, 
and in tho midst of them the firing recommenoed from the fort, 
whereupon Captain Salkeld immediately retired. 

In oonsognonoo of this traaohorous act all negotiations were deorood 
ended, and the breaching battery opened on the morning of the 17th) 
doing oonsiderahlo damage to tho high stone bastions and rampart. 
A few hours sufflood to bring the garrison to their knees, and the next 
morning tho place capitulated, and the English marched in. The 
defeated troops, amounting to 4,000 men, were permitted to depart, 
and some of them joined the British service, whilst others dispersed 
to their homos. Twenty tumbrils laden with treasure, amounting to 
twenty-four lakhs, were taken, and the amount distributed as piize- 
moiioy. Tho ordnanoo captured conalstod of 76 brass and 86 iron 
guns, iuolxrdhig a famous piece known as “ Tho Groat Gun of Agra," 
which was composed of many metals, including all the precious ones, 
and discharged a hall measuring twenty-two inohes in diameter, and 
weighing 1,600 lbs. General Lake attempted to send this ” Agra 
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lafiint ” as a trophy to Oalentta, but it was fiwampod in the Jumna, 
and under the golden sands of that river found a final rosting-place. 

In leas than two months Aligarh Delhi and Agra Jiad ])een captured, 
and three battles won, by which the Hecond, h'hird, and Fifth Brigades 
had been piraoticnlly destroyed — only tho Fonrtli, and throo of tlio 
esoajied Delhi battalions, remained undefeated, but this force had been 
gradually Bwollen by the daily arrival ol refugees and small, diaporsed 
parties from Delhi and Agra, bo that it now numbered twelve or four- 
teen battalions, furnished with EQVenty-tour pieces of artillery. Against 
this formidable force Genoral Lake turnod Ids arms. “If I can got 
hold of the brigades of the Deccan,” he wiito.s, “ not a Pronohmau 
will be left in tho country.” Ho had information of their position, and 
at first made overtnres to their commander, Sarwar Khiin, to desert 
Sindhia's cause, oflorlug him vory toniptiug poouniary inducements. 
But tliia native was as faithful as he was gallant, and rojootod them. 
It speaks woll tor tlio loyally and diseiplino of Do Boigno’s battalions 
that in those dark days, when they were desortod by all, or nearly all, 
their European ofiroers, and wore aware that every action hitherto 
fought had gone against thorn, thoy still maintainod thomsolveB as an 
army and stood to their guns. How nobly thoy hold out to the very 
end lot tho story of Laswari show. 

When Sarwar Khfin hoard of the fall of Agra ho marched from 
Entelipur Sikri, where ho was encamped, to Bhartpur, to gain the pro- 
tection of tho fort. The Hdjah, however, refused him admitlanoe, 
■whereupon ho prevailed on a local Mardlhd chieftain to join him with 
about 0,000 irregular cavalry, and commenced his march towards the 
M6watti country, levying ooutiihutions as ho went. 

General Lake started from Agra in p)urBuit of these troops on tho 
27th of October, and ou the lat of November overtook thorn at the 
village of Laswfiri, aftor n forced march of twenty-six miles, performed 
at night, during which tho cavalry had outstripped tho infantry. 
When ho came upsou tho enemy at sum-iso he had only throo rogi- 
meuts of dragoons aud five of Native cavalry with him, hut with 
thoae ho determined to make an iimnediato attack without wailing for 
the arrival of tho infantry. So ho pdaoed himself at their hoiwl, and 
led them for-svard, Thoi-o never was a more gallant goiioral than 
Gerard Lake, who was “ a man of action ” iu tho holdoat sense of tire 
word. Throughout this MiuYithfi, -war -wo find him over heading 
charges in poerson, just as if ho had been tho eolonol of a cavalry oorp),s, 
and constantly having his horses shot under him ou tho field of 
battle. 

He now attacked and forced the enemy’s first lino in the face of a 
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tromendoua diHoliargo of gvapo and musketry, which oroatod gi’oat 
slaughter amongst his Bipiadrons, whoso progress was seriously 
impeded by chains fastened to the onemy’s cannon and running from 
ono buttery to imothoj'. “ Sarwar Khan’s battalious reserved their 
lire,” writoB Major Thorn, “till our cavalry caiiio within a distance of 
twenty yards of tho mn/.zlos of their guns, wliioli, Leing concealed hy 
tlio higli-grass jungle, became i)erc0pliblo only when a fierce discharge 
of grape and douhlo-hoadcd .shot mowed down whole divisions, as tho 
sweeping storm of hail lovols tho growing crop of grain to tho earth. 
Kul, uolwithstaucliug tlio shook of this iron tompost, nothing conld 
roprosa tho ardour of tho cavalry, whoso velocity overcame every rosis- 
tiiuoo. Having penetratod tho ouoiuy’s line, they immediately formed 
again, and ehargod backwards and forwards three times amidst the 
continued roar of tho oaimon and an incessaut shower of grape, and 
ehain-Bliot, with surprising order and offoot. Tho Bcono of horror was 
hoighlonod and tho work of doBtruotion increased by tho disadvantage 
under which our cavalry had to act ; for no sooner had they charged 
through than tho arlillorymen of the enemy (who, to save Ihomsolves, 
had taken sheUar uudor tUoir guns), directly our mou had passed, re- 
loaded them and fired upon our roar.’’ So dotormiued was this resis- 
tauoQ and so galling tho fito, that at last General Lake found it 
necosaary to withdraw out of roaoli of tho enemy’s guns, and await the 
aasistauoo of the infantry to continue tho battlo. 

It was not until noon that tho rest of tho troops came up, after 
having covered a distance of twenty-five miles since throe o’clock in 
the mavaing. A short rest being absolutely necessary, two hours 
wore allowed tho fatigued troops in which to recover tliemselves. 
Taking advantage of this delay, Sarwar Khan fell back and concen- 
trated his battalioiiB around tho village of Mehdlpur, placing the Fourth 
Brigade on tho left, and tho rofiigoos of the Second and Third Brigades, 
who had redeemed their character, lost at Delhi, by repelling the 
cavalry charge, on the right, whilst tho cavalry was stationed in the 
roar. In front of his posilion was a tank or large pond of water, the 
embankment of which he cut, and so flooded tho space between tho 
two arinioB. His front was covered by his guns, which were posted 
with great judgment. 

Soon after noon General Lake formed his infantry into two columns, 
and directed one to support the other in turning the right flank of the 
enemy, while the cavalry were detached to make a hostile demonstra- 
tion against their front. The renewed action opened with a tremen- 
dous oailnonads, and as soon as Sarwar Kh&a perceived the plan of 
the attack, he threw back his right wing so as to bring it at almost 
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I'iglit angles willi his front and loft wing, both roars being protootod by 
tlic village of Mohillinir. Tlio gallant Tfith loci ibo way against this 
position, supiiortod with ccpial alacrity by the 121, h Native Infautry. 
■When tlioy arrivocl within a hnndred and fifty pacoa of the oiiomy’s 
line theii' ranks were boing so mown down by Sarwa.r Khan’s admir- 
ably-sorved guns, that, sooner than risk n temporary halt whilst wait- 
ing for the reaervos to oomo np, General Lako ordered a bayonet 
charge. Tlie men responded maguificoutly, and rushing forward with 
a ringing British cheer, were soon in the thick of a meUo, whoreiii not 
even a spirited charge of the ononiy’a cavalry could dismay them ; 
and when, in turn, the British cavalry spurred forward to attack, tlio 
day wiiB won. 

But splendid as was tho advance, aciually splendid was tho resist- 
ance. On the fioid of Laswiiri I)o Boiguo's battalions surrendered not 
only their glorious career, but their existence ns an army and their 
lives aa men. Thera was no confusion, no fear, no rout ; to tho end 
they were atauuoh, disciplined veterans, on whose oolonra wore cm- 
blazoned P/itan, Morla, and Bakhairi, and worthily they sustained their 
proud heritage. Their breasts mot tho opposing British bayonets 
as inch by inch they conlostod ovory point, refusing to give way until 
they had lost the whole of their guns, and even then, although their 
sitirntion had booome despernto, tlioy ooutuiuod to maintain the same 
courage and disposition. When at last, out-fought by British 
porsistanoo, they fell back, it was in steady retreat and good order. 
But it was too late to escape. They were broken in oolnmu, and out 
to pieces by tbo Britisli cavakj', who clofconred and took thorn in rear, 
sabreiug all except 2,000 men. These, being hemmed in on all sidos, 
and without a loophole for escape, surrendered as prisoners of war. 
Tlioy were tho solo survivoi'S of fourteen battalions numboring 9,000 
men who had boon ranged in the field that luorning I The annals of 
Indian warfare contains no more dreadful saorifioo at the shrine of 
duty, 

The battle was over by foiu' o'clock in tlie afternoon. The enemy’s 
camp was captured as it stood, with all their baggage, 74 guns, and 44 
stands of colours. The loss on the British side amounted to 834 men 
killed and wounded of all grades, including 42 officers, Major- 
General Ware .and Colonel VandoleiU’ wore amongst tbo killed. Tho 
Oomiuander-iu-cliiof had two horses shot under him, and liis son, 
Major George Bake, was wounded in the act of tendering hit! chargor 
to liis father. 

No sketeli of the battle of Baswdri could do eomploto justice to tho 
vanipuiBhed, if it omitted to quoto General Bake’s secret despatch to 
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Lord Wolloaley, dated from the field of battle on the '2nd ol Novoinber, 
1803. The following is an extract from it : — 

“ The enemy's battalions avo most imoommouly well appointed, 
have a most numerous artillerj’’, as well served as they pos.sibly can be, 
the gunners standing to thoir guns until killed by the bayonet. All 
the Sepoys of the enemy behaved osoeediugly well, and if they had 
Icon comviamlocl hy French officers, the affair would, 1 fear, have 
been extremely doubtful. I never was in ao severe a business in my 
life, and pray God I never may bo iu such a situation again. Their 
army is bettor appointed than ours ; no expense is spared whatever, 
and they have three times the number of mon to a gim we have. 
Their buUooka, of which they have many more than we have, are of 
a very superior sort. All their men’s knapsacks and baggage are 
carried upon camels, by which means they can march double the 
distance. . . . Those fellows fought like devils, or rather heroes, and 
had we 9iol made a disposition for attach in a stylo that we shonlil 
have dona against the most formidable army we could have been 
ogigiosed to, I verily boliovo, from the position they had taken, we 
might have failed.” 

Skinner, in his memoirs, strikes a moro human note, as indeed ho 
often does in his record of these stirring times. 

“ As General Lake was returning fi'om the battle some of the 
tSuropoaus chaorod him. He took off his hat and thanked them, but 
told them to despise death, as those brave fellows had done, pointing 
to the Mahratlas who wore lying thick about their guns. All these 
guns wore captured, with sevei’al thousand pirisoners, besides killed 
and wounded, the number of -which on the Mahratta side was very 
great. But it was never properly ascertainod, as I believe the field 
was never cleared, and the poor fellows were loft to the wild 
boasts ! ” 

At LaswAri the destruction of the last of Perron’s battalions in 
Hindustan was oomiiloted. Twelve had boon routed at Delhi, soveu 
at Agra, and ton moro hero, oxolusive of the dispersed fugitives Aom 
the pirevious battles. In the fortresses of Aligarh, Agra, and Delhi, 
about 13,000 garrison troops liad been broken up, and the 5,000 
Hindustani horse never paraded again. The total amounted to 
nearly 10,000 men, of whom twelve weeks after the declaration of war 
not a vestige romainod in opposition. At least-one third of them had 
been actually killed or wounded in fight — a return whioh illUBta'ate.s 
thoir bravery and devotion to a lost cause far better than any 
words can hoj^e to do. Without dotraoting fi'oin the merits of the 
victors, the observation may bo permitted, that had it been possible to 
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floprivo the British army, sudclonly aiul without warning, ol' all thoir 
commission 0(1 offioors at tho commeneomout of tlie campaign, it in 
doubtful whothei' tho record at the oiid of it would luivo ilUistratod 
such devotion true to death as onnohled tho passing of Bo Boigno’s 
Battalions. 

AVhilst General Lake was winning victories, and Porron’s army 
crumbling away in Hindustan, lire bamo process had boon going on in 
the Boooan, whore Sindliia and Blionsla wero opposed by Gonoral 
Artlmr Wellesley. Tho force in tho south coii.sistod of tho First Bri- 
gade under Major Polilmau ; four hatlalion.s of tliu Into Fidelo Filono, 
now comiuandod by Major Bupout, and gonorally reforrod to as 
Bupont’s Corps ; live laittalious of tho Begum Bomru’a under Colonel 
Salour ; and Biuilhia’s grand park of artillery of G2 guns, which, addod 
to those of the Brigades, brought up tho total to llfi jiiucos in tho Hold. 
Ill addition to those troops thorn wore 30,000 irregular Maratha 
cavalry. 

General Wellosloy’s iirst o.vploit wan tho capture of Ahiuodnaggar, 
a strong fortress near Poonali, garrisoned by 8,000 nion, “ including 
1,000 Sepoys, in white jackets, coiiimiuidod by Ihroo l^'roncli oJlu'orSi 
a little dark coloured, who wore hlno olothos,” Tho Uimoral then 
marched against the combined armios of Siudhia and tho lli'ijali of 
Borar. These, on tho 24th of August, had oritorod tho lorritorios of 
tho Company’s ally, tlie Nizam of liaidarahad, by tho Adjanta GluU, 
and reached Jalnivpur, a place forty miles oa.4t of Auraiigahiid, After 
some marching and oomitormarchiug, which only gave opportunity 
for a little skhmishing, Gonoral Wollosloy managed to ooiiio within 
striking distance of an onomy, whoso disposition had boon to avoid 
action. Although at tho momoiit a couslilorahlo portion of his troops 
was detached at a diatiuioo under Oolonol Btoveusou, whereby ho ivaH 
much woalcoiiod, tho Gonoral dotormiuod not to lose tho ohauoo 
afforded for a battle. Leaving his baggage undor guard of a battalion 
and a half of Sepoys at Naulnor, he marched, oil the 23rd of Soptomhor, 
with the 74th and 7Bth King’s Begimcnls, tho Will Light Bragoons, 
four battalions of Native infantry, and foiu' regimoiitri of Nativo oavalry 
to the place whore tho enemy wore known to bo ouoainpod near tho 
fortified village of Aseayo, whore ho anived at one o’clock in Ihu 
afternoon, after a fatiguing march of iwoiity-two miles, and found 
tho Biiemy strongly posted in a triangular piece of graiuid, hotwoou 
the junction of two small rivers, tho Kaitmi and duah, .IIo doter- 
luinod to attack at oiieo, and having crossed tho former by a lord, 
near its junction with tho Juah, formed hie infantry in two linen, 
with th(i cavalry as a reserve in a third, and from tho apes of tho 
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U'iiiugle whooled down upon tbo I'oo, who quickly ran tbeir guns into 
lino to oppoHO him. Notwithstanding tho torrihlo artillery firo pourod 
into thoni, tho Lritish troops advaneod with iiiidauuted firmness, hut 
tlio nxQoiition in their ranks w.as so groat, and. espocitilly amongst the 
mou and hnllockH of tho avlilloi'y, that their o.aunon hud to bo left 
behind, and tho inCanlry and cavalry, led in person by General 
Wellesley, advanced wilhont any support whatever from thoir artillery 
to attack a line of 115 gnns. 

Tho Jlai'iUlias, numerous and daring as tliej' wore, stood iistouiidod 
and appallod at the aiiducions spirit of tho comparatively iusignifloant 
array that thu.s prcsniiicd to attack thoir forniida))lo host. The total 
immhor of imau uiulur General Wollosk'y’H command did not exeaetl 
4,500, of which only ono third wore JHuropcaus, whilst the enemy 
miinborod 50,000, of ^vhom 10,500 wore disciplined infantry, 

Moving rapidly forward tho Jlritish troops fired but a single volley, 
and stormed (iho flr.st lino of gnus at tho point of tho bayonet. Thou 
tuh’auoiiig again, in e<iunlly good order to thu second line, they 
captured that aa well. But incauwhilo many of the Jirtillorymeu of 
tho first lino, who had thrown thoiasolvoa down and simulatod death 
as tho British rogimontB passed over them, rose, and manning thoir 
gmva again, tnrnod thorn round and ponvod grape and chain shot into 
tho roar of tho victors, wlio were obliged to return and drive thorn away 
from thoir piocos. Bnoonraged by this seeming reiroat, some of 
fclinclhia’s habtalions, who had boon retiring in good order, haltod, 
faood about, and advanced to tho attack, whilst tlioir cavalry wore 
omholdonod to ohargo.'' Tliia was tho critical point of tho battle, 

* Tho loUowicg iutorcating Native account cE thu battle of Assayo from tbo 
pages of “PiiiuUrraiig lliiri” is poiliaps not geiionilly laiown, ami is boro 
iiiBorted as ooiilirmiug with .sitigulav accuracy tbo account aliovo given, -vvlndb 
l>na been culled from Bnglish howcus : “ At Assayo wu opiioaed a great Engllsb. 
gouoral. Ho attacked cur lott whig, and wo ohangod the position of our guim 
and iufautry. Tlio lOiiglinh advanced to the altnok; our firo was dreadfully 
dcslruolivo to them, and wo so thinned llio right of tlioir lino, that a body of 
oiir cavalry was induced lo charge il, of which iiurahor I was ono. Wo thought 
imrsolvoH to hn doing business pretty satisfactorily, until wo found that tho 
uiioniy’s cavalry was in rcsorvo to inlurcopt us. 'I'hoy ropulsod us with great 
slaiightor. These English arc largo, piowerful mou — ^iierfoct war-tigora— and the 
weight of thoir sabres almost amiibilatad my poor troopers. They unhorsed 
iiundiurs of uti moroly by riding against us — was so served for cum, and, with 
many others, foiguud myaolE dead. Our iirniy hoiiig routod, iled, and the 
Itiigli.sh pnrauing Ihom, loft Hie gnus Ihuy had captured in tho rear. Those 1 
propo.sod to turn upon tlicm ; wo got up and did so with groat oll'ect. It tv'iis 
clear wo made our shot toll pretty well, for a body of Iho T'opoo Wallahs, with 
Iheu' general at their head, rode np to put a stop to tho liring- Tho Oonoral had 
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iHul, roalisiug the danger, Goiiornl Wollosloy pnl, hiiusoll' at the head 
or llio 78lli Bogiinonl. and cliargcd the MiU'AthiiH who had manned 
Iho guns, wliitHt at tlio same moment llio 19lh Dragoons, who drew 
only 950 sabroR, and the Native cavalry dolivorod thoir attack, Aftoi' 
a bloody iiud perilous contest Oouoral Wollesloy, who had a horse 
shot under him, and was oxpoHocl to the most immiumt danger, 
achiovod his object by roeovoring tho oaimoii, whil,‘,t Colouol Maxwell, 
with the oavahy, so vigorously attacked tho oiiemy’B main lino of 
infantry, which had reformed, that he completed thoir overthrow, but 
with the loss of his own life. 

Although clofoaled and thrown into oonfnsion, !-iindhia’n regular 
infantry fought to tho end with the desporato fury <jf mon Rluug by 
a BciiBO of Bhaino at having to yield to an iuforior forco. h’or throe 
hours tho Banguinary ooullict I'ligod, at tho ond of which British 
rosolutioii triumphed over Asiatic valour, and the glorious name of 
Assayo was added to tho battlo-roll of hinglaud’H violorios. Daulat 
Efici Sindhia and tho Elijah of Borar llod from tho Hold soon aflor 
the commeiioemont of tho action, as did tho Marathii, cavalry, who 
bohavod iu a dastardly way. Eohlman loft 1,000 mon on tho hold, 
whilst tho country round about was covorod with his wounded, d’ho 
whole of tho onomy’s camp cipiiiiago imd military sloros, with 98 
guns and 100 timibrils, foil into Gouoral Wollosloy’s hands. On the 
British side tho loss iu killed and wouudod amonntod to 1,50(3 (of 
whom COO woro ISuropoaas), or moro than a third of the total nuiubor 
engaged, Such a porcontago of loss had novor previously been ro- 
oordod in. any general action sinco the ostahlisliinont of tho English 
power in India. Tho 74th fling’s Eogimout was half auuihilatod, 
17 oflicers and 884 men boing struck down; they wero 700 strong 
when they wont into action. Hindhia’s I’rimo Ministor, Judii Tiao, 
roooived a wound, from tho oflccls of which ho afterwards suocuuibod, 
and an European of di.stmotion was found dead on tho Hold. It is 
difficult to surmise whom this could have boon ; ho was probably ouo 
of the following, whoso names appear in Goiioral “Wollosley’.s despatches 
as Borving with the ouemy. 

Brigade-Major D’Orton, Ensign Porriu. 

Captain Gautior. Ensign Mars. 

Oaptain-Eientonant Meroior. Ensign Cameron. 

Captain-Lieutenant llonord. Ensign Brown. 

Ensign Wroughtou. Oadot Songster (? Sangstor). 

liis hoi'Bc killed iiiidor him. At this tiiuo our trooiw still liovorod fihoul oiici pint 
of the English Uuif. At length wo lied, loaving iiiiiaty-oight pioooB of ciiiiuon 
and seven atandurd.s in llio luuuls of tho Euglish.” 
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Roviawing tlio battle of Assayo, it was aoknowlodgetl by all the 
offioora pi'oaont, who had witnessocl tho power of tho h'l’oaoh ortillery 
ia ilio wars of liiirope, that tho euoLuy’a gnus oil this occasion were 
ogually well sorvod, and that Ihoy fought with a prowess worthy of a 
Eiiropoau nation. ‘‘The buttle,” wrote Genoriil Wellesley in a privato 
letter to Colonel Collins, “ was tho most sevoro 1 have ever fought in 
India. Biudhia's infantry behaved woU. Tlioy wero driven from their 
guns only by tlio bayonet, and some of thoir corps retroatod in great 
order and formed again.” Lord Wollosloy, tho Governor-General, 
tormod it a matolilese victory. It swept out of existence all that re- 
mained of Do Boiguo’s battalions, and cleared the way for the treaty 
made with Daulat ItAo Siiidhia on tho 30th of Deoembor, 1803, by 
which Ilindiinlau was closed tu Prouch influoacQ and intrigue for avor. 

'J'lio two great battles won by Lake and Wellesley rank amongst 
tho moat notable gained by tho English in India, bocauae our 
arms ovoreamo a bravo and powerful oneiuy, whose defeat meant 
fiomothiug more than tho more addition of another inscription on 
tho orowclad pago of British aohlovoniout. The foomen were worthy 
of our stool ; tho fight was liard and dosi)oralo ; tho victory one to bo 
proud of ; tlio results eonunonsurato. Per they added to our Baatorn 
poBSOHHions tho rich Doab distriotB botwoou tho Gauges and the Jumna, 
including the cities and forts of Dellii, Agra, anil Aligarh ; the greater 
portion of tho province of Bundollihaud ; tho whole of Cuttack and 
Orissa; and a largo extent of territory in Guzerat. It left ns in posses- 
sion of tho ontiro soahoard of India, and was tho most important oxtou- 
eion of fi'ontier our fndian couquosts have ovor known, sin oo it soonrad 
to un not inoL'oly the BUpvomnoy, but practically the annexation of tlio 
whole of the peninsula ; for rmmd the indopeudeut states that still 
remained tho cordon of the rod lino was closoly drawn, 0 U]iport 6 d in 
Its roar by tho oooaus of wliioli oiu- navy was tho master. Eiually, 
thoro was loft to onr tmoinios Imt a einglo road to India — tho long and 
droary ono through Central Asian do.sorts, ovor which they arc still 
toiling. 

Ooraiuonting on those two baltlos, thus writes an oloqnont hia- 
loriiui In 1807 : “ At Aasayo and Laswaroo tho infantry of tho ouomy 
.stood till tho English bayonets camo to thoir hroasls; tho artillerymon 
served thoir guns without receding an inch, till they fell under the 
wheels of thoir own cannon ; tho cavalry charged to the very muzzles 
of the English firolocics, There is not in the records of human courage 
a mow (losporato ongagciunut than that which was fought between the 
British MUiy conunaudod by Sir Artlmr Wolloelciy and tho MahmttaS, 
aided by the Erouoli regular battalions, on tho plains of Aaeayo. 



320 


rmiitoN. 


Had tlio liberties of liiiirope boon eoiitoElcd vviib equal bravery, llio 
Contbiont wonld not at this day bo laid proatrato at Ibo bool of 
Franco." 

il'bus iiaased away Do Boiguo’s battalions, wliiclr bad in twenty 
years iuoroased from two to forty, and prCHcrvod iin almost unbrolvon 
record of victory until tboy mot tbo Bnglisli. Clreat in tboir rise, 
tlioy wore not losB groat in tlioir fall, but worthy to tho Inst of tbo 
traditions and acbievomonts wbicb luado tbeir earoor illLLslrions. 
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PKUUON’H RETIlinMKNT, flUnACTMl, AND DEATH. 


180;.i-18H4. 


A P'J'JiiB ]iia HiiiT'ondoT to GoHeral Tialco, Pottod, witlj his BooTotai’y 
and aido'do-oamp, Bockott, aii Eugllshtnan, and his cavalvy 
(soimnandaul, J'’loiiroa (who had olToolod iiis o&capo with groat difli- 
cully from tho Hindus taiii horso), procoodcd to Luokiiow, whioli 
thoy roaohod on tho lat of Oclohor. Uador apocial orders from I, ho 
Oovci'uor-Oanoral, Porron was treated with tho rospoct and distinr- 
tion duo to his raiilc in Sindhia’s army, anti roceivad tlio onstomary 
wilutos and marks of attoution. Tlio Kosidont at Lucknow was, how- 
ever, orderod to aooolorato hie dopnrturo for Oalontta, but nolwith- 
ulriiiding this hia alurt was delayed by aovoral ciroumstanoos, 

Soon after hia arrival at tho Oudh capital Porron wrote to Lord 
Wollesloy, stating tliat at tho timo of rpiittiug Siudhia’s sorvioe he 
had doiiositnd twouly-two lakha of rupoos iir tiro koopiug of a Native 
haulfor, besides other vairuiblo poreonal property, and that, on ro- 
ipiiriiig their rG.storation, lie was informed tho monoy and valu- 
ables 'woro at Agra, and oonld not thoroforo bo delivered up. In 
oonBoqTionco ho was obliged to loavo tho monny holiind him, and now 
ro(juostod lliat it might lio rostorod. 

This was the tiaaauias whioli had induced the garri.son at Agra to 
dopnso and confine their European officers; but tlioy had boon fright- 
ouod to divide it, owing to tho wartiitigs of Colonel George Ileaaing, 
and tho luonoy was found intact when General Ijako captured the 
forlroa.s. Ho qnostioDod all Bindhia’s European offioor.s about it, who 
declared it was puhlio treasure, and not Porron's inivato property. 
It wan clearly in tho poBSosaioii of the garrison at the timo of taking 
Agra, and altlimigli the terms of eapituhition ponniitad tho troops 
to carry Livoir private property away with them, thoy loft this 
monoy boliind, Genornl Imko, on Ihoso grounds, declared it to bo 

sur 
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lawful prize monoy, and in this view ha was supported by Ibo 
Govoruor-Gonoml, who, in answor to Poitou’s application, informed 
him that when ho was allowed to rotiro into the Company’s lon-itory, 
the safegnard granted only oxtondod to his person and tho property 
he oarriod with him, and that tho liritish Clovoruiuont could not 
guarantOQ tho safety of anything ho had loft bohitid in tho hands of 
an enemy with whom tho English woro at war. 

Of this inoidoiit Perron, who was naturally much oxasporalod at 
losing more than a quarter of a million storling at ono fell swoop, 
made conaidorablo capital on his return to Europe, by which time tho 
sum in quostion appoans to havo moro than quadrupled itsolf, whilst 
its couflfeoation oamo to bo doHorihod aa an actual robbery on tho part 
of tho Dritiah Govoraniont. Major Thorn distinctly travorsos this 
statement, for ho says, “ Perron, witli a singular oflVontory, hut with 
an address peculiar to advonturors, being no doubt wall aequaintod 
with tho dopobit of tho Iroasuro at Agra, laid claim to twenty-two 
lakhs takou there.” In this tlioro is a suggestion of mala Jhlos, wliioh 
is not ooiifirmod by Louis Fordinand Smith, who staloa that “ boforo 
tho declaration of war Perron soul all his ready monoy to tho fort of 
Agra.” It is not improbable that tiro treasure was dorivod from his 
Jnidacl rovouuo collootioiis, and that tochnioally it was Porron’s; but 
it bad passed out of his hooping and control into that of bis mntinoua 
troops, and he lost it, not unfairly, hut by tho ohances of war. Itn 
loss by no means crippled him, for in addition to tlni property bo was 
able to convoy away, ho had a largo sum of money (ostituatod by ono 
authority at ^1280, 000) invoated in tho East India Company’s funds ! 
In pecuniary invootmenls this shrowd Eronchman ran with the hiiro 
and liuiitod with tho hounds. 

On the 8th of Ootohor Perron left Lucknow for Calcutta, from 
whence ho retired to Ohandornagoro, whore ho resided for some timo 
in tho neighbourhood of the Eronoh soltlomont. It was not until tho 
following year that ho omharkod for Europe, nor until Koplombor, 
1800, that ho landed at Hamburg, whore do Lonrionno was tho Eronch 
Consul, from whoso memoirs iho following passage is extracted ; — 

‘‘Every ono has hoard speak of the famouE, Qonoral Perron, who 
has phiyod such a great rolo amongst tho Mahraltas. In 1800 he 
arrivod at Tlamlmig and applied to ino for a passport, and f had a 
moat interoBting convorsation with him about hie truly oxtraoj'dinaiy 
adventures. He said that be had possossad more than fifty million 
franca, but that in order to obtain iiormission to leave India ho had 
been obliged to pay tho English three-quarters of tho monoy. Most 
of his goods woio maguiiioonl cashmeres. Ho was good enough to 
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oilor mo one. Goneral Porron had. only one arm. IIo was aocom- 
paniod by two oopper-eolonved cliildron — a boy and a girl^ — ^tbe off- 
Hin'ing ol' ail Indian motlior. Tlioir costiuno atlraetod oonsiderablo 
attiGiition whorovoi' Uioy went. 'I'hoy did not epcak a word of Pronoli. 
I’lioir father c.'cbibitod groat affection for thorn, and caressed thorn 
continually. 

“ Soino days after Qoncral Perron's arrival Bonrguion also arrived 
and applied for a passport for Franco. Ho was at daggers drawn 
wil.li Perron, who spolco of )iini with aiinilar bitterness. They pro- 
foBHod a profound contoiiipt for each othor, and accused each other of 
being tlio cause of the ruin of the Mahrntlas. Both had immonso 
fortunes. I do not know what has hocomo of Bonrguion, hut Gouoral 
I’orron retired to a magnificont estate which he bought in the noigh- 
honrhood of Vemddnie.” 

Perron, after lauding, proceeded to Paris, whore he was coldly 
rocoivod by Bonaparte. He did not remain long in the capital, 
imt withdrew to a domain which lio purchased at Fresnos, near 
Mouloii'O, in the department of Loire ot Chor. Ills motlior and 
sietora svoro alive when ho roturnod to Franco, and roceivod 
him with open arms, Soon after lie had sottlod down be married 
a Madiimoisollc Du Trocliot, by whom ho liad a large family. 
Two of his dauglitora by this union wore Bubsetpiently married 
to two lucmbora of the Roehofonoanld family, ono of whom, the 
Oouritosfi Frodoiic do Itochofouoauld, died so recently as March, 
1892, whilst the “ ooppor-eolonrod damsol ” gave Iior hand to 
M. Alfred do Montoaipuiou. In hia luxurious rctiromont at Froenoe 
Perron pnisBod nearly thirty years, but towards tlio ond of liis life he 
was Huupocted of ropublicaniam and suiijocted to police Burvoilhinoo 
by the French Govornmout, and, in tho words of a French author, 
“ found in his own country misory and pjorsocution." 

Of tho throe caroera of military adventure which have been 
skotehed in this work, Perron’s was, without doubt, the most re- 
markable. Starting from a beginning as liumhlo as that of George 
Thomas, ho obtained a political power oxoooding that of Do Boigae, 
iiotwitliBlanding whioli ho leaves us with the eouviotiou that of tho 
throo ho was tho inferior man. Ho lacked tho daring and the per- 
sonal attraction tliat distinguished Thomas, and ha wanted the 
dignity and straightforwardnosB of Do Boigno. Not that Perron was 
doiiciont in jiorsonal oonrngo Or solf-estoem : no one could impugn his 
spirit during the earlier part of his caroor, nor deny his appreciation 
of }) 0 Biliou towards its close. But there eamo a time when ho pro- 



330 


PjbJBJiON. 


feiTod to gain liig oiids by cunnine ftiid inli-igno rathor than by good 
houost Qgliliug, wbou bo Rtoopod to grossest ra\^oin'iti8m, and was 
guilty of injustice and troacboi-y, and wbon his proper prido dogono- 
rated into vulgar vanity, and ills notions gavo tlio lio to bis ijrotQsta- 
tions of courago and fulolity. 

It is, porbaps, diilicnlt for an KngKsliuinn to appronoii tbo considor- 
ation of I'orron’s character without projudico, Had ho cnrriod his 
pronounced hostility towards tho British nation to its logitiinato end, 
and fought ns in tho flold of battle, ho might have claimed more 
from our gonorosity than ho can from our impartiality. But lio 
doolinod to cross swords, preferring rather to acoopt ipiartor, wliioli lio 
repaid by oopiioua abuse whou bis porsoual safoty was no longer at 
risk, and tliia rousos our indignation and ranges ua against bim. 

And whoii wo coiuo to judge bis career as a wholo wo cannot but 
oondomu much that was evil in it. Ifis later loyalty to Hindhia, and 
his croditablo rojoction of Gouoral Lake’s ovortiires, do not oonduiio 
hia long course of raitliloR.snoHa and treachery during tho war with 
Ilolkar, wliou ho saovifieod hia mastor’a iutorosls with callous unoon- 
ooru. Ilia courago at Bouuda ia ohlitoralod by hia oravou retreat at 
Koil. Wo oiuuiot holp reading with contempt hia appeal to hodroii to 
hold tho fort at Aligarh, whou wo romomhor his own spiritlosa Bur- 
I'oiidor a week later. And if hia fall wn.s duo to hia doaurtion by his 
oliOBon favcmi'itoa, Bourguion and Dndrenoc, their dofoolion auggosta 
how little there must have boon that wna lovable in thoiv olilof. 
Tha reoriminuUons Borron onlovod into with Bourguion at Hamburg 
diaplay Ida amalluoss of mind, au does also his vainglorious boast that 
by hia intrigues ho oomtiollod He Boiguo to roaign hia post. Tliin 
lattor asaorlioii oomos to na on tlio authority of (lonoral Bolliard, who 
waa in a ooufldontial post under Bonaparte in Egypt, whore ho had 
charge of all the First CouBul’a intriguoa and corrcspoudcncB with 
the Native atatoa of India. Tina oilicor records that, on hia return to 
Europo, Perron boa,stod that lio had oompoHod Da JJoiguo to ipiit 
Siudhia’s sorvioo. Ho Boigno nover stooiiod ia notice, far losa 
to reply to those allegations, whicii only loavo in our iniuds 
a wonder that Porron should so aolf-oouviot hiinaolf of hasonoss. 
That Porron was oumiing, grasping, and avaricious, hia financial feats 
clearly show. Who shall say from how many holi)lesB wretohoa, 
and by what dire oxactiona, hia foriuno waa accumulated ? If — ^aa ho 
alatod — it amounted to two milliona alurliug, ilis very magiiitado is 
its own condonination, for auch a vast aum could novor havo boon 
honestly aoouimilatod in tho time and ciroumatauoos which wore opon 
to him. 
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This is the davk side of tho i)ictiu’e. On the other hand it cannot 
bo denied that Pon-nn luado tlio most of his opportunities, and if ho 
sriocoodod to a f'voal position l)y favour of fortune and intrigue, he 
hold and improved his station by his own onorgy and dutormiuatiou. 
If 0 was as iudufitrious as Jio was ahlo. Colonol Oollius boars testi- 
jnony to tho former rpuility in a letter addressed to the Governor- 
Gonoral in March, IHO'i, jnst after Poitou’s visit to Ujjaiu. “ I 
noticed” (he writes) “tho unwearied attention of General PoiTon to 
improve nud strougthou tlio works of tho difforeni fortrossos garrisoned 
by iris troops, and uiontioned [to tho Maln-atta ministers] tho higli 
estiiiHilo in which ho was held by all tho llajpoot anil Sikh tirdavs, 
who were ohiofly guided by his oouiisol and direction.” As to Porron’s 
ability, tlio singular sitoooas with which lie wielded the power loft to 
him by Do lloigao admita no doubt of it. llisraethodB may have boon 
fpieHtionablo, and lha admin istratiou unjust and venal, but ho held 
tho reins with a (inn and skilful hand. His reputation as a soldier 
was ostahllHliod by tbo oapturo of Kauauud and the victory of Kardla. 
Ilia subjugiitiou of Uajputiina and his defeat of Lakwa DAda wore 
masterly, vigormiH, and bravo doniouHtrations of military capacity. 
T’ho plan of eampaigti which ho proposed for tho war agniuat the 
l!ritinh does credit to Iiis powers of organisation and his talont as a 
general, and had it boon oarriod out in its ontiroty would have resulted 
in a long and bloody struggle for suproinacy. Of his contest with 
Goorgo Thomas porhaps tho best that can ho said of it is that Perron 
won ; it' bo oxiiibitod signs of porsonal woaknosB in its condnot', if, an 
has boon suggostad, his oonrago was doubtful, ho at least continued to 
keep his grip on ITindnstau throughout tho crisis, and when it was 
ovor immodiatcly advaucod his power to tho Sutlej. Even when his 
inlluonoo with Siudhia was gouo, and ho was peremptorily ordorocl to 
give up poKsosaion of all tho disti'iots ho held, except his own Jaidad, 
he ovaded obodioiioc, and to tho end retained his govorument intact. 
Throughout his caroov ho was opposed by many onomios, 1ml he 
triumphod over all. Tlio throo most powerful ones were .Tlalloba 
Tantia, Lakwa Dada, and Goorgo Thomas : thoy all died in flight or 
defeat, Ambajl Inglia alono prevailed ovor him, and tho victory he 
pnrehasod with gold was a dnar and oinpty ono. 

In addition to those internal fooa, Ihoro was a far more powerful 
oxlM'ual hostility opposed to him. Tho oousidcration in ivliioli tho 
Maivjuis Wolk'sloy held I’orron’s inflnenoo towards the end of his 
caroor has boon sliowu. But it was not only in 1803 that tho Gover- 
nor-Gonoral oonsiderod him dangevons ; so far back as 1708, when 
Kemaii fllmh’ti invasion' throatonod India, Lord IVollosley wrote to 
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Colouol Oollina in Uio following toi'ma : “Your parfcionlar attonlion 
must bo givoii to Uio oontlnet of M, Parron. We muat counioraci any 
attempt from him to cblahluh it state in Ilinilustan, TIo would 
nndoubtodly a&sisl Homan Shah, and poihapa onlor into hia aoivioo in 
the ovont of Soindia’o fall. . . . I cannot beliovo that M. I’on’on would 
give a cordial huppoi't to any canso that wo might favour. Wo viu.it 
never forget that lie is a F> mchinnn." 

In the face of this dotormination Perron did ostablifeh “ a state in 
Hinduatan,” as Lord Wolloaloy admitted four years later. “ Genoral 
Perron," he rooordod, “ has obtained the exoroise of aovoroigu 
authority over a tonitory whoso annual rovonuos amount to near two 
niilliona sterling, and has iiogotiatod troatioa and alliaucos with sovoral 
potty fltutOH in his own name.’’ 

When wo eouBidor wJiat Perron was— a runaway sailor from a 
French frigato — and what ho hocamo — a person oxoroisiug snvovoign 
authority over Hindustan — and this in spiito of tho aolivo opposition of 
many onomios in tho court ho sowed, and Lord Wollosloy’s oxproB.sod 
intention of opjiosiug him, wo muat allow him tho full credit of an 
aohiovomont as extraordinary as it was groat. 

It has boon assorted that tlio Marquis WolloHloy ovor-Gstiraalod 
Perron’, s powor, and that the adventurer was not such a dan,"orous 
individual as tho Govornor-Gonoral found it oonvoniout to make out. 
It wa.s not tho man but tho principlo that Lord Wcillosloy loarod. 
Ho I'ogarded Porron as tho active roprosontativo of tho French iulo- 
roat in India , It is known that Porron was in Mondly ooinmunioa- 
tion with Itaymond, and after that oOicor’s death with his BUoooHSor, 
Piron, at Ilaidarahad ; and also witli tho Fronoh taction in Mysore. 
Tho alliaucG of these throo parlios, which was solely provontod by 
Lord Wollasloy’s sagacity aud statoBmanship, would have throatoncd 
tho English with a graver peril from Fronoh ambition than any 
actually expeiioiicod. When I’iron’a coipa was broken up, and Tqm’a 
Fronoh auxiliarios surrondorod at Seriugapatam half tho danger of tho 
situation was domolishod. But thoro still romainod aufficiont to 
roquiro tho most eager vigilaneo and precaution ; and when Porron 
sought tho eountonaneo aud help of Itonaparto, tho Jiual coutost could 
no longer bo safoly dolayod, nor tho moans taken to Boouro sucoosa too 
carefully guarded. Tho simultauooiia and marvollouflly rapid viotoriofl 
of Generals Lako and Wollosloy gavo rise to an improssion that tho 
euomy tlioy vanquifchod could not havo huon so formidable ns tho 
Governor-Gonoral aasorlod, and on tlio.s 0 grounds ho was publicly 
attacked by many persons, notably by Sii' Philip Francos — one of 
those virtuous instruinonts of ohu.stisomont not altogothor unknown in 
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lUoclBrii pai'liammUs — and by Mig diaerodited hlalorian James Mills. 
But thoii’ ai'ftiimoiit that boeauao I’errou’s Brigades wero so soon 
defeated and dioporBod, therolbro ilioy could not biivo boon ae powor- 
fnl as Ijoi'd Wollosloy I'oja'OHonlod, was tinjusL to many. It was 
unjust to Bo Boigne’fl stubborn battalions, who displayed such heroic 
oourago at Liiswari and Assayo, and although dosertod by tliolr Euro- 
pean offiooi'B fought with a valour that baa never boon equalled by any 
Native-lod armies in India. It was unjust to Borron, for uo one can 
deny that ho kept Ida army up to its aucioiit standard of exoolleiioo — 
and intlood tlio rank and iilo who fought to tha death wore far more 
worthy of jiraiso tliau llio nllicors who loft them before a shot was 
fired. It wan unjust to tionoral Lako and General Wollsbloy, ainco it 
bf'littlod tboir aobiovomonts bysuggoatiug that their victories were too 
cheaply worr, whou Iho very opposite was the case. And, lastly, it 
was unjust to the Oovornor-Goueval, whoso statosnianliko policy had 
woakonud the offoot of I’orron's power by loreviously destroying those 
who would have been his allies in an international struggle hetwoon 
hbyinoe and England for the poasossioii of India. 

As I'ogai'ds Borron himself, it is true that his inlliienoo was waning 
whou the war broke out. Ho had passed his zenith, and his personal 
jiowor was on the doolino. At a dofluod period in his career this 
ehango hooaino manifest, and it was duo in a principal degree to his 
own faults and failings. Skiunor dosoribos the commonoonaont of this 
moral dooadonoo in 1801. “ Borron. now began to fool his ])owor, and 
to ehango his inatnier. Instead of being, as formerly, a good, plain, 
honest soldier, beloved by hla soldiery and esteemed by all about him, 
he began to turn his oars to llaltory, aud to neglect merit, while his 
favourites got all the good appoiutmonla, and ho himself only thought 
of amasHiug luouoy.’' No x)orsoual government could safely pursue 
such a course without risk : it was bound to end in danger and dis- 
aster. Whon once the controlling hand onti'ustod tho reins to incom- 
petent enboriliuatos, and began to gi-opo for gold, tho whole fabric of 
administration was weakened. Bowis B'crdinand Smith confirms this. 
“Unfortunately for Berrou,’’ ho writes, “every low Brenohman he 
advaneeci with outrage to others repaid ins unjust preferonoe with 
ingratitude. His army was a miniature of the French llevolution: 
Wrotohos wore raised from oooks, bakers, and barbers to majors and 
colonels, and absurdly onlrnstod with tho command of brigades. . . . 
I speak tho calm language of impartiality, T have no x'eraonal dis- 
like to Berrou, nor have I received more iiyury from him than any 
other British subjoet who bad tlur mortifying misfortune to resort to 
him for sorvico. Every low Ji’renchmau was put over us in rank, 
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Tins wonld not liuvo been so unjust if tlioy hail auporior, oi' Gvou equal 
nioril/,” 

Ah regai'da i-'orvon’s final am-rontlov, Smith jutlgOH it leniently. “ 1 
do not approve of Perron’s priucijilcs, nor do I admire hifj cluiraotor, 
but impartiality obliges mo to doelaro that T do not tliink lie wanted 
oitliur Roiiso, prudence, or principle in quitting Scindiii’a Ki'cvieo when 
ho did, and seeking protoction to his person and property from the 
IJritinh Govermnoiit. I condonm him for not advising Soimlia to 
avoid hostilities. ” 

Do Loigne’s opinion of Perron has boon quoted in an earlier part of 
this aketoli : ho do.scribod him a.s “ a man of plain souse, of no talent, 
but a brave soldlor.” 

Such are the views of three of Perron’s coutomiiornrios. Do 
Boigno'H wo may aeoopt as retlootiug trutli fully Perron’s character 
and disposition in the onidior part of hin ciirGur, and before suooosa 
had turned his head. ^Vith regard to Skimior’s and Smith’s oxujiioun, 
oven admitting the imavoidablc x>rojndico that existed in their minds, 
there is no reason why wo should hesitate to give weight to tlioir 
judgmoul. 11 ad Porrou’s resignation oceurrod just alter ho won the 
battle of Sounda, his name might have been handed down to posterity 
with Do Pioigmi’s. But, like many another groat man, his movidiati 
aplondour was dimmed by the dark clouds that .shrouded his decline. 

“ Wo must never forgot that ho is a Pronchraan," wrote Lord 
Wellesley of Perron, in 1708. ABSurodly wo never can forgot it, for 
ho was a typical son of Franco, and displayed all the strength and all 
the weakness of the national characlor. IIow earnest ho was in liis 
Xjafcriotism it is difficult to estimalo ; how much may bo forgiven 
hiai ou the plea of it is still more dillicult to decide. “ llomomber 
you aro a Frouohmau, and lot no aetiou of yours tarnish tho oharactor 
of your nation" wore Porron’,s owji words to Pudron, when ho 
oxhorlod him to hold tho fort of Aligarh against tbu ’English. “ Oncu 
more romombor your nation," ho roiteratos ; and thou vvith a Irue 
touch of Qallio vanity, “Tiro oyos of inillious aro luxod upon you.” 
If those wore Perron’s aotiual thoughts, how much moro focussed, 
niuat ho Jmvo considered, tho oyon of Franco upon himsolf ? But tho 
knowledge, howovor much it inlluouccd his aetious, did not malco him 
strong, and within a week ho was tondoriug in surrender the sword 
whioh ho had never drawn from its sheath. 

Tho Bovorost ocmdemnatiou of Pcri'on comes from ono of hia own 
countryman. “ Perrou,” writes a French oritie in 1828, ‘'under the 
Xirolootion of tho British Government, eBcax)od tho just vengcanoo of 
tho Mardthas, Sikhs, Bajputs, and all the people of India. ITo haa 
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Mliivuoil lo lA’anco to oxliibit boforo onr oyen, aa a Ivopby of bis 
iufaniy, fbo diaiuoutls and Uio millions lio stolo from, tbe inisoi-ablo 
Hindbia whom bo botrayod. Ilia infiinioua troaobery was so odious 
to tbo Iiidiiius that bis namo was long oxponitod by them. Tbo con- 
dnot of tliia traitor asBurotl lo tbo Englisb the supromacy of Hindu- 
htan, and Ima duno nioro harm to tlio name of Eranco than fifty years 
of misconduct and misfortuuo could have aocomplishod." 

Tlo died at hia Chiitoau of Erosnos in 1834, in the Havouly-ninth 
year of hia ago, and tborc ho lios buried. And though it may seem 
strange, yet it is true, that Death, “Elof|uont, Jusl, and Mighty,” has 
denied to tins famous Eronohman “ those two narrow words, Iliu 
Jiwoi." Eor I’iorro (Juillior, the last ropresentative of the Erenoh 
powor in India, and who, for aovon yeiir.s, ruled in Idugly state and 
with Bovoreigu authority the fairest provinces of Hindustan, sleeps 
in an lunuurkod grave, above which posterity may not evoii road the 
uamo of 1‘urroiL. 
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A MBBjOS’E, R. L., major. — M ajor R. L. Ambrose was an. English 
offioor in .Taawant, Edo Holkar’s servicOj of whom little or nothing 
is known, oxooptiug that ho was the author of an Intliau tract en- 
tillod “ A hittor on the presont orisis of affairs in India, addressocl to 
Edward Parry, Chairman of the Honourable Court of Directors Of 
Iho Ilonourablo East India Company.” The following extracts from 
the pamphlet are of interest, as touching on the subject of military 
adventuro in India : — 

“Holkor dotostod— jnstly dotestod — the name of a Frenohmtm, 
when ho roflootod that by the Ohevalior Dudernaigue and Monsieur 
Plumot, to whom In the first instanco ho entrusted the command of 
his brigades, ho was deserted on the near approach of Soindia’s army, 
ond loft with his infanliy, deprived of officers, to the defeat which he 
osi)orienoed at Indore. So highly irritated was he that ho never 
mentioned the country without signs of abhorronoo, and it was his 
ospj'oss orders to the cominandors of brigades suhsoguontly appointed, 
that on no account whatovor should they afford employment to indi- 
viduals of a nation by him entitled tho Buggerhaa, or Eaithless. . . . 

“It is well known, to those conversant with tho affairs of tho Bast, 
that Ihoro are in that country many hundreds of thousands, soldiers 
by profession, who wander oontijiuaUy from service to service, from 
prinoo to prince, as tho pressure of tho moment roq,nires their assistance 
and promises them employ. Gain is their god, and it is so perfectly 
immaterial to them whom they serve, while they are paid, and the 
miimtias of their caste attended to, that an utter stranger, with 
efficient funds, might at any time raise an army in Hindustan, who 
would follow him and fight his battles as long as his resources were 
suffioient for the current exponsos of the day. Born soldiers, without 
any other profession than that of arms, those men eagerly flock to the 
standard of any adventurer, however desperate his prospects, if he 
only possesses tho stunmwm, bonim, of thoh happiness. In the minds 
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of those pooplo no such sontimoul as avior is to bo roiiml, 

abovo afl'ectiou for a few clods of earth or slumps of troos, moroly from 
Ihoir haviug boon irapriulod on Ihotr rocollootioii h'om llio sportivo 
period of infancy. The Indian is, in this point, a ciliKOu of tho world. 
It not nnfroquoiitly happons that fathers, sons, and brothoi'S ombraoo 
difforont sorvioos, and moot in haltio array on tlio onsaugnined plain 
against oach other, perhaps unwittingly to fall by each other’s hands.” 

AitMSTnoNO, Major, — Major Armstrong suooeedod Major riumotin 
the command of llolliar’s Hoooud Ilrigado of regular iiifautiy in 190il, 
and distingnisliod himself nt tho haltio of Poonah in tho saiuo yow. 
On tiro breaking out of tho war with tlio Fniglish in 1803, Armstrong 
dotorminod to quit tho chief. But ho did not eiToct i.iiis without tho 
groatosl diilioully, and was obliged to saorifieo all liis arreai's anil 
most of his property, barely saving hia life by a soorot flight. 11 ad his 
iuleulion been Buapoctod lie would assuredly havo shared tho ornol 
fate of Viokors, Dotld, and Ryan, whom Ilolkar barbarously ])Ut to 
death for refusing to fight against thoir own oonntrymou. Major 
Armstrong lived to onjoy a ponsiou of Bs.l,20() a month from tho 
British Govormnont, as a oomponsatiou for Ins loss of oniploy. 

Baoues, Major [ortliography doubtful j also written Bohors] , — 
Major Baoura was a Bronohman, and began his career in tho Bognin 
Homru's force, to tho command of which ho suooaodod in 1783, after 
tho murder of Pauly at Delhi. When Do Boigno raised his first 
brigade Baoura gladly loft tho Begum's employ to talco tho command 
of a battalion, in Siudhia’s service. Ilis onroor was, howovor, soon out 
short, for ho was killed at tlie battle of PiUan in 1700. 

Bellahis, Joseph Harvey, CAPTAiN.—This fino young advonturor 
was probably a cadet of a well-known Bombay family of tho name 
name, one momhor of which rose to the command of the artillory in 
the Peshwa’s service. Captain Bollasiu was originally an ensign in the 
Honourable Company’s Corps of Engineers, but was impelled by liis 
poonniary omharrassmonts to seek to retrieve his fortunes in tlio servioo 
of tho Native princes, and hi a rash moment resigned hia commission, 
and penetrated into tho Mariithfb dominions. Ho had aeon and hoard 
of many advonturors who had reached the summit of ambition, power, 
and riches as soldiers of fortune In the interior of India, and wlio did 
not possess greater talents or stoiitor resolution than himself ; for ho 
was a young man allowed by all to bo an honour to his profession. 
His courage was undaunted, his integrity irreproachable, and his 
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gonoi'osity nnboiiniled. lie had on excellent knowledge of military 
fioicnce, was elegant in portion, and endowed with great aotWity of 
l)ody and energy of mind, and was, moreover, au excellent scholar, 
conversant with Orook and Latin, and understanding mueio and 
painting. To these ncoornplishmonta ho added a fascinating address 
and (111 open disposition. Such was the young English gentleman 
who in 179C out himself adrift from his fellow comitiymcn, and entered 
the Borviee of the Marathii, ohiof, Amhnji Inglia, for whom he raised 
fonr hattaliona of regular infantry. Ho soon found out the mistake he 
had made. Ambnji was “ tainted with the worst principles of the 
worst Asiatic," and Ballasis lacked the powers of intrigue, the as- 
siduity and the duplicity noceasary to rise in eucli a service. Tet he 
tried hard to do his duty, and it is rocordod that Ambaji’s liattalions 
would linvo boon “ as fine as any in Hindustan, if the parsimony of 
the obief had not rendered futile thoir commandor’s labour and 
genius.” Tu 1797 Bollaais was engaged in the fatovin of Lobar, and 
in au aosault of uuoommou boldness his battalions sulfered heavily. 
Notwithstanding this, ho was ordered, immediately after the capture, 
to marolihis sliattorod and fatigued corps to storm another fort, named 
Qopi'ilpur, flCtoon miles distant, leaving his dead unhui-ied, and his 
wounded unattended to. Such inhuman orders oonld only be justified 
by the most cruel nooessity, and Bellasis, with the fine feelings of a 
soUlior and the propriety of a oommandor, refused to obey them. This 
rofusal, which was eagerly expected, was made the pretext for dia- 
cluirgiug him aud his battalions, and plundoriug thoir effools. Two 
years lator his distress and his nooossities drove him once more into 
Ambaji's service, and ho obtained the command of two battalions in 
.ramoB Bliophord’a party. With theso he took part in the siege of 
Hounda, and whilst gallantly loading his men on to victory was shot 
through tho head in tho assault on Lakwa Dfida’s eutronohmont. 

Buenibe, Atjotstinu, Majob [spolt Bunnoar and Burnoar by con- 
temporary writers] . — Miijor Boinior was a Prenoh adventurer, and 
began his Indian oaroor iu tho service of the Begum Somrn, aud was 
one of tlio witnesses to that lady’s marriage with Lo Vassoult in 1793. 
Later on ho oommaudod a battalion in Perron’s Third Brigade, under 
Louis Bourguiou. Bernier was a bravo and. ablo soldier, and Skinner 
states that at tho battle of Goorgognih in IBOl ho saved Bourguion 
from a disastrous defeat by his ability and courage, He was killed a 
few weeks later at the grand assault on tho town of llansi— a fact 
which, it is ourious to note, was brought lo light so recently as Novem- 
bor, 1891, for Skinner erronaously states that Bernier was killed in the 
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attack on Tliomas’fl outposts whilst rnllyinK hifl men, who had boon 
bcaton back. A cori'OBp>omlont of a Lahdi- paper tlnia wrilos on the 
date above munliuiied : — 

“ A noarblo tomb, in a broken coiuhtiou, has boon found liy Mr. 
Stanley Slduncr in his villago of Barsi, close by Ilfnisi, boarinK an 
inscription to this effect : ‘ To llic memory of Avguntiiir Bernier, late 
Major in the kcyrico of Jl.JI- Bowltif Itiio Sciiirlia. Kitlo/l in the 
storm of lliinai, on Wlh IJecember, 1801, while e/allantly leading on 
his troops. Aged 32 years.' ” 

Bernier was a groat favourito with his soUliorj', by whom, as well 
as by his fellow oftlcora, his death was deeply regrottod. 

BriiOH, LniDTENANT. — Lioiitoiiant Birch was originally an olKcor in 
Qoorgo Thomas’s army, in which ho fairly diRtiugnishod himsolf. lie 
jirovod faithfalto Ids eliiof during the long and trying siege of Qoorgo- 
garh, and aocompauiod him in his ilight to ITiiiiBi, which ho helped to 
defend until Tbomaa was furcod to capitulate. Birch then appears to 
Imvt) joined Porron'fl servieo, for ho romiiiuod in Hindustan, and was 
one of iiho oflioors in Mariithii, employ wlm took advantage of Tiord 
■WolloBloy’s proelamatiou ollcring ponaioiiH to all British uuhjoctH who, 
on the declaration of the war, loft the Marfilhfw and passctl over to 
the English. Birch appears to have boon awarded a pension of Ils.iiOO 
a month, and after tbo haltlo of Delhi, when General Lake loft Oolonol 
Oflhterloiiy in oouimaud of the Capital, received the commiiiul of two 
Nnjib battalions raised to nssiat in holding tbo oiiy. Boon afterwards 
they wore rtotaobod against Bapfi Sindhia, Baubit Itdo’s governor 
in the Saharanpur district, but wore shockingly beaten, and lost four 
of their gnus — a catastrophe whioh so inconsed Colonel Oohtorlouy 
that ho rofusod to entrust any more of tho Company’s artUlory to 
Sinclhia’e late oilieors, many of whom wore now in tlio British sorvico 
and in command of newly raised lovios, rocridtod from the dispevaod 
remnants of Perron’s Brigados. Birch, after his dofoat by Bapi'i, re- 
assembled his battalions, and was etationod on tho Punjab frontier, 
whore, in 1804, ho assisted Skinner to dofoat a largo body of Bikba, 

Boyd, ,T. P., Colonel. — Boyd was an American. Wben Ilaymond 
iucreaBod bis corps at Haidarabad to stick an oxtont as to make it too 
formidable, tbo BritiEh Covormnont, as a countorpoiao, snggestod to tbo 
Nijiam that ho should i-aiso two fresh corps, to bo commanded by officers 
whose sympathies were with tho English. Boyd, who owned a party 
desorihed as “ a ready formed and exporionood corps of 1,800 mon,” 
was engaged, and in 1705 took part in the battle of liardla. In tho 
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Xollowing year, when Eaj'mond was at the height of his power, ami it 
was riimoin'Gcl that he premotlitatod an attack on the British Ecsident’a 
oiMiip, Boyd and Binglasa (anolhor JBngliah adventurer in command 
of a corps) at once paraded their ti’oops, and signified their intention 
of supporting the Oompany’s causo. The trouble, however, passed 
over, and they wore not called upon to act. A few months later 
misundorstandiuga arose between Boyd and the Court of Ilaidarabad, 
formouted probably by Baymond, and the Amerioan quitted the 
service, taking ilia party with him. lie was next engaged by the 
I’eshwa of Poonah, who i)aid him a salary of Ea, 3,000 a montli. In 
October, 17!)0, Boyd asBieted in the opioralions which reonltod in 
Baji Elio being soiitud on the inasiiad aa Peshwa, after tho tragical 
death by suicide of Madhn EAo. Tho next year he was raised to the 
eomiuand of tho I’oshwa’s regular Brigade, and the last mention of 
him la in counoction with some local disturhanc 0 .s which broke out at 
i'oonah in 1797. 

BouuauiKN, Louis, Colonel [spelt algo Bonrguiermo, Bouwiuoiu, 
BDurijiiin, and Bourldn]. — This individual, wlm was known amongst 
tho Natives as Looea Sahib, was a Pronohmau, whoso real name was 
Louis Bornard. IIo oamo to India in Admiral Suffroiu’s Hoot, laud- 
ing at Pondicherry, where he remained some time. Ho then made 
his way to Calcutta, and oulisted in a mercenary regiment of 
foreiguors in tho Company’s service, known as Captain Doxat's 
Chassonva. Upon tho reduotion of that force Bonrguien turned his 
attention to civil pursuits, and for some time exercised tho calling of 
a cook at Calcutta, his craft in culinary matters being superior to his 
sJiill in military ones. Later on ho started blisinoss as a maniifactru'or 
of fireworks, and in this capacity accompanied a gouUeman named 
Oairard, tho proprietor of tho Vauxball Uardoni at Calcutta, to 
Luokuow. IIo thou returned to tho military profession, and obtained 
an appointment in tho Bogimi Bomru's forco, from which be 
onterod that of Do Boiguo about tho year 1794, when ho is found 
rated as a lieutenant on a pay of Es, 200 a month. No mention 
of his name appears again tmtil August, 1800, when he joined the 
Elijah of Jaipur, with one of Perron’s battalions, to assist against 
Lakwa DAda. Boon after this lie was detached to capture Ajmir, 
but tho fort proved too strong to he taken, and ho was defeated in 
Docombor and obliged to fall back. He then invested the place, 
and on tlio 7tli of May, 1801, secured its gurrondor by bribery. But 
moaiiwhile General Perron had become greatly diaBatislied with his 
conduct of the aioge, and sent Captain Symos to supersede him. 
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Bourgnion was f.o onragoil at lliis tliat lio nflovcd his Borvicos (o 
Iho Eajiili oi' Jaijair, bnl J'artab Kingli dooliruul to aei'npt tboiu 
foi- ibiu' oi Lllsubligiug Qonoial boii'oii, by wboiii bo liad rcooiiUy 
boon roduootl to a etalo of abject anbiuiaHion. So J'.oui'guiou Rwid- 
lowotl Mr luortifioatiou, luid rolainotl lii« apjioiiilmout in Siudhia’H 
army. ITe HooinH to have boon uudo.soj vodly fortunato, for iii a few 
weeka be was promolod to Ibo command of llio Third firigado, and 
in August enlruBtod with the conduct of the war against Ooorgo 
Tliomaa. A full account of thia campaign lias boon given in tiro 
sketch of Tliomaa’s life. Although at tlio head of ton lino battaliona 
of infantry and a largo body of liiiuliiRtaui liorao, liourguiou was 
outwitted and outmaurnuvrod liy Tliom.aB, and iliially defeated at tlio 
battle of Goorgogarb. This lod to liih Kupersossiuii for iiiottiiacity for 
the second time -withiu the yoav, hut aftov Bodroii hiul retrieved affliirti 
Bourguieu was once again entrusted with the command of oporatious, 
and eventually forced d’liomas to suiToudor at lliiusi. Ilo -was then 
dotaohod with Ida brigade to oolloot tribute in the Butloj etatoEi, aud 
ill Novoinbor, 1802, wo Jind bim at Jiud nogoliiithig matters of cou- 
sidorablo imiiurtauoo with lltijali BAgh Bingh, Ilo roimiinod in tho 
Bilsh oouutry till tlio middle of 1803, his last oxploitB being tlio Ciipturo 
of Ilohtak, aud tho levying of a tribute of 110,15, 000 from tlio Karual 
district. In June of liiis yoar, when war willi the KugliHli was im- 
miiiont, f’orroii ordered Bourguieu to oucamj) at i’auipat, and sliortly 
afterwards to marcli down and oocuiiy Bollii. In Augitst hoBtilitios 
broke out, and BimuUauooubly Ambaji Inglia was appointed to supor- 
sedo Borron. Bourgnion, altliough a “bosom friend ” of tlio Gouoral 
— Bkiunor states llioy wore rolativofs — was tlio first to I'ovolt agaiimt 
him, and the ohiof iiistrimiont in olTooting his downfall. Tho ovoiitn 
loading up to tho battle of IJollii, and Bourguion'a briol toiiuro of 
power, bavo been fully rooordod. Ho BUiTondorod to Qeuoral Tiiiko 
shortly after the British victory, aud was doporlod to Calcutta, from 
whonoo, in coui'so of time, ho found Ida way to Hamburg, and so to 
Franco. Ho retired with “ an immouso fortune, ” and there his 
history ends. “ lie was not only a coward, but a fool,” wu 0 Bkiimer’s 
briof commentary on him, and Smith doHoriboa him as being “ as 
wiokod ns ho waa weak.” lie gained a certain reputation from tbo more 
fact of bis being in nominal command of tlio enemy at tho battle of 
Dclld, but it was a totally spurious one, for ho was tho first to lly the 
field, 'With tho exception of Bombro, aud perhaps Michael and b'ldolG 
Filoiso, there is no more oontomptihlo oharaotor ainougfit the military 
aclvonturors of nindustiin than Lonia Bourguieu, cook, pyroleohnist, 
and poltroon, 
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BitowNiiioG, Majob. — Major iirowmigg was known as Biwandeo 
Saliih amongst, tlio natives, Init there is no proof that this (lorogntory 
(loBignatiow was anything hut an unhappy corruption of his proper 
unmo. Ho was an Irishman hy birth, anti a very Itrave and able 
ol'lioor, much liked ))y his Bohliory, and highly eateeinod by Daulat 
ltdo Sindhia, for whom ho raised an independent corps, lie is first 
hoard of in 1790, when ho stormed and captured the fort of Kolapur, 
near Poomih. During tho next year he was chiefly employed in 
opposing Pareshram Bhiio, tho Toshwa’s commandor-in-ohiof, during 
tho political revoiutions and disorders tliat prevailed in the Doccan. 
IIo then aceompaniod Sindhia to Malwa, and in July, 1801, made his 
famous dofeneo agaiuat Jaswant Rao Holliar, who, after defeating 
MaoEiityro, attacked Brownrigg’s ontronched camp near the Narbada. 
Brownrigg’s foi'oe was vastly infoiior in numbers, not exceeding four 
battalions, but his piosition was an oxcocdiiigly strong ono, with the 
river in his roar, and his front and flanks iuterseotod by ravines, 
whioh proveuted liolkar’s oavalry from acting. He was, moreover, 
well supplied with artillory, being accompanied by Sindliia’s grand 
park, IIo dofondod his position with great judgment and intrepidity, 
and finally obliged Ilolkar to retreat, leaving two guns behind him. 
Throe months after this Brownrigg assisted Sutherland in winning 
tho notable battle of Indoro, in whioh Holkar’s entrenchments wore 
stormed at tho point of tho bayonet, and all his guns taken. By this 
time Brownrigg had risen vory high in Sindhia’s favour, whioh made 
him an object of jealousy to Perron, who, whon ho oamo to TJjjain, in 
March, fK02, found means to encompass Iris disgrace, and Skinner 
moutiouB him as having boon “ put in arrest under fixed bayonets ” 
for intriguing against the General. 'Whnt became of Brownrigg’s 
oorjis after this is not quite clear, 'hut it is possible it was incorporated 
in Perron’s army, for a low months later Brownrigg was at Koil, 
from whonoo, a littlo whilo before IJio broakhig out of the war with 
tho lilngUsh, ho was sent back to the Doccan in command of five 
battalions of the newly raised Vifth Brigade. Sindhia, however, soon 
ordered him hack to reinforoo Perron’s army in Ilindnstan, and he 
reached Agra just after the battle of Dellii had been fought. Although 
Brownrigg’s battalions were refused entry into the fort, ho was par- 
mitlod to join IIes.smg, Suthorlaud, and tho other European officers 
residing there, and sharod with them the confinement they were 
presently placed in by tho revolted garrison. After the fall of Agra, 
Brownrigg entered the British sorvioo, obtained the command of some 
irrogalai: lovies, and was employed in the war against JaSwant B&o 
Ilolkar. lie foil in an unequal confliot before Sirsa, in tho Hnriana 
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district, on llio lOtli of Febrimi-y, 1804, liia troops being ovorpowerod 
by siLporior numbora and dofoatod for want of good arms. It rvas tbo 
first repniao he bad oxporioncod in tho course of twelve years of active 
and arduous service. He was an amiable man and a fine soldior, 
whoso defeat of Ilolkar in 1801 was ono of the most brilliant oirisodes 
of Maratbfi civil strife. 

Butteefield, Oaptain. — Captain Buttoriiold was the son of an 
officer in the Blonourable Comx)auy’s service, Ho appears to bavo 
sought a career in the Nativo courts early in life, and before 1790 
was employed by tho Rajah of Karaoli, whom ho cpuitted in order to 
enter the servicQ of I’lialciir Durjan Ldl, a Rajput ehiof^ from which ho 
was tempted away by tho sui)orioi’ indneomeuts of Sindhia's army. 
It is probable that ho joined Do Boigno when the Second Brigade 
was raised, for in 1794 ho had risen to tho rank of a captain, though 
on a pay of only Rs. 200 a mouth. Some years later ho was still a 
captain in tho Second Brigade under Colonel Sutherland. When 
Lakwa D/ida joined tho rebellion of tho Bhais, Ambaji Inglia was 
ordered to attack him, and Buttoriiold, with two battalions and ten 
pieces of cannon, acted under tho chief. Marching to JCotah they 
engaged the Bhais army at a place called Chand-khori, when Arnbaji’s 
iiTognlar troops dosertod, and tho wliolo brunt of tho attack fell upon 
Buttoi'flold’s two battalions. After fighting for two hours it booamo 
apparent that not only cowardice but treachery was rifo in Ambuiii's 
army, for some of his troops wont over to Laltwa, in consoquonoo of 
wliioli Buttorheld was forced to retire, and lost a groat number of 
mon before ho could got to a placo of safety. Eventually ho made 
good bis rolroat to Shdrgarh. Eor his conduct on this occasion ho 
received a very flatloring lollor from Perron. No further mention of 
his services can be fountl, 

Dawes, Captain.— Captain Dawes was an officer in Perron’s Eirst 
Brigade under Sutherland. Little in known of his oaveor. In i'uh- 
niary, 1802, ho was delaohod by Daulat Eiio Sindhiato pursue .ITolkar 
after his defeat at Indore. Dawes had only four battalions of regular 
infantry and six ragamuffin battalions belonging to Ambaji, and 
was unable to olloet anything of importanoo, or stay Holkar’s rapid 
predatory course, though ho carried on a desultory campaign in 
KhancHsh for some months, and won a fow small skirmishoB. When 
Ilolkar advanood against Poouah, Dawes was sent to oi)poao him. 
His army was utterly inadequate for Uio work, and Inferior in ovory 
respect to Jaswant Rfio’s, notwithstanding which he strongly urged 
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Siulaaoo Bhao, lbs Mavathii goneral, to force a battle. Tlio clofoat 
wbieh followed is liislorioal, and was tbo indirect cause of tbo war 
botwooii the English and Sincibia in Iho following year. Dawes’s 
hattnlione behaved with signal courage, fully sustaining their reputa- 
tion, but they wore oomplotoly overpowered. Of thoir four officers, 
throe — Dawes, Gatts, and Douglas — wore killed, and one taken 
prisoner. Tho guns lost on this occasion wore the first ever captured 
in action from any of Do Boigne’s battalions. 

DjcimiiDON, Louia, Major [spelt also Doridan, Den-idoven, and 
Daroobdoon]. — Major Derridon was a half-bred Frenebman and 
brotlier-iu-law to General Perron, who mamed bia sister. Ha was 
also related to Colonel John TIossing, probably in the same degree, for 
blio Colonel’s son, Gaorgo Hosaing, is described by Skinnor as Pen'on’s 
nophaw. Major Derridon ooiumauded a battalion in Ilessing’s corps, 
and was present at the buttle of Ujjain, when Ilolkar defeated four of 
Sindhia’s battalions, and killed nearly all thoir olficers. In this action 
Derridon was wouudod and taken prisoner, and Colonel John Hossing 
paid Its. 40,000 to ransom him from Ilolkar, though Bindhia, according 
to a local paper pirblishod at the time, eubsecfiiontly refunded tho 
amount. Derridon then ropairod to Hindustan, and when Perron 
disohargod most of his English olBoors in 1802, rooeivod a high 
appointmont in Ida army. Ho was at Agra when the fort was 
oapturod by Gonoral Lalw in 1808, Lady Fanny Parkon, in her 
“Wanderings of a Pilgrim in Soaroh of tho Piotures(iuo,’’ incidentally 
montions that this olficor was living at TCoil in 1838, “in a house 
formerly tho property of General Porron.” His grandsons wore 
owners of tlio same property as lato as 1871. 

Donn, Major. — ^Major Dodd was an Englishman, and succeeded 
Captain Gardner in tho command of a brigade in Jaswant Eao 
Tlolkar’s servioe, wbieh was composed of four battalions of infantry, 
200 cavalry, and 20 guns. It is probable bo took part in the battle of 
Poonab. He was ono of tbo British oflicers beheaded by Holkar in 
1804 for refusing to fight against thoir own countrymen. 

Donisluv, Oai’tain. — Captain Donolly was an Irishman, and com- 
manded a battalion in Perron’s Bocond Bidgade, undor Colonel Pobl- 
inan. All that is kuoW3i of ium is that bo w.as killed at tbo storming 
of Bhabpfira in 1709, when Poblman was beaten back with a loss of a 
thousand men killed and wouudod. Porron in a letter to De Boigno 
mentiona tho death of this officer, whom ho refers to ns “ your proieffi, 
Donolly.’’ 
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DraiaEOH, Oai'tain. — Oaplaiu T)nigooii wiia a Savoyard by birlli, 
and a eonntryirmn of Do Boigno. IIo was born tit IfyounG, uoar 
Oliambdry wboro Lis falLov rosidod in llio chatoau of Tiorgon. ILo 
oircuruHlanoQ of bis brother Laving risou to tlio rank of agonoralin Llio 
Sardinian army Boeuis to indicate ILat Cajjtain Drngoou was a luau of 
good family. In 1767 Lo was at Paris, and probably camo out to India 
in Clio PrencL aorvico. Ho was oiio of Do Boigno’s oldost oflioors, and 
ill May, 1794, was Brigade-Major of tlio Second Brigade, and drawing 
Its. 400 a mnntli pay. Wlieii Perron was traiisforrod to the oommand 
of tLo L’irst Brigade and soul to the Doeonn, Driigoon acooinj’anied Lina, 
and suoooodod to Lis oommand in 1797, when be was proinotod to Do 
Boigno's vacated post. Driigoou saw eomo ligliling at Poonali, but not 
of a very croditablo kind. In Juuo, 1796, after tlio Bliais Lad llod for 
lirotection to Anirat Ilao, ILal chief was induced by Siudlna Lo repair to 
PoonaL for negoliatioii. But no sooner bad Lo onoanipod on tlio out- 
skirts of the city than GLatkay Efio, SindJiia's father-in-law, mado a 
trcaolierous attiiok upon liini with two Brigades of infantry unclor 
Drugoon’s couniiand. Opening fire from twonty-Lvo guns upon Amrat 
lUio’s unsuspecting troops, ho speedily throw thorn into coiiliision, and 
than charging with the infaulryput thoiiito flight and phmdorod thoir 
camp. Soon after this Drugcon appears to have falloniuto soiiio grave 
trouble, for a local paper records that lio was dopoaod by his own 
oflicors, and, undor ortlors from Perron, Bupersedod by Colonel Diiprat. 
IIo attributed hia cliagraco to tlio maoliinatioiia of his onomies. Tii 
1800, partly at the request of Do Boigno, who appears to hayo retaiiiod 
a regard for him, lio was roslorod to Perron’s favour, and appointed to 
the oommaudantship of the fort at Delhi, and ton months lator to Iho 
charge of the Emperor’s piorson, on a salary of Its. 800 a month. 
About tliia tliuo ho wrote an iutorosting letter to De Boigno, from 
which many of the following particulars aro gleaned. Ho nioiitionod 
lio had saved Its. 30,000, wliioh ho hud im'osted in the Company’s 
Ennd.s, and hoped to bo able to piay for his passage to Euro]ie without 
trospiaaaing on this capital, which would oonstilulo a uuBioieiit provi- 
sion for hia old age. IIo doplorod Do Boigno’a dopartnro, dnolaring 
that his prosoiioo was nooosBavy to re-estahlish Biiidhia’s fortniioa on a 
Bound basis, and that Ms return would bo hailod like that of a Messiah, 
“ in such vouoraLiou and adoration ai'o you hold, aspocially by tlio 
troops, who iiivoko your’namo only iii thoir BOiigs.” As for I’orron, 
Drugeon dosoribos him as " liko tho King of PruKsin for power, and 
like a Orensns as regards riches, which fall on him night and day liko 
the moat abundant rain, in Iho form of rupoes. IIo is oourtod by all 
tho rAjahs and chiefs of iho country and also by Sindliia, who is afraid 
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of hiiii. You havo mndo tho soup, wliich lie lias ouly llio troulilo of 
Buppiiig,” llis own iiUHlortiincs, Di'ii"cou goes on to ttalo, liad been 
vory lioavy. “Jf my jealous oiirmios,” ho proloBls, “had not dono 
mo ail ill timi with Poitou, I would havo boon a rioli man to-day. I 
ii'y to I'oi'got thoia — for what cau I do ? God Almighty cannot undo 
what has ab-oady boon dono.” Such is his pliilosophical refloction, 
but doubtlons ho found a bahii to hi.s wounded Bpirit iii the fact that 
tho Einpcror’a porson, his coTrespoudouce, and all his household wero 
ontruBlod to Ills eiu’o. After detailing some local news, which has 
boon inoorporalod in tho skoteli of rorron’s life, Dnigoon goes on to 
Ray ; “ I vory iimcli desire to return to Eiu’opo, but I am hindered 
from doing ao by an outauglomout with n lady of the country, whom 
I lovo vory much, and whom I have lakou up with to assist me to 
forgot my past earoa. As to taking her with mo, can I do so ? I do 
not at all wish to desert hor. Kindly give mo your advioo. Bho is a 
iiiooo to tho Nttw&b Stdinian KliUn, and a widow, sevouteon years old, 
and is inooaaaiitly tolling mo she would rather dio than loavo mo. I 
am spoaking to you as a oonfossor, and I await your answer before 
dooiding anything." 

DriigtiOn romuinod at Dollii till tho hroaking out of tlie war with the 
blnglish, and is ooustautly roforrod to in the Persian nowBpnp6r.s of 
tho period. Much of tbo information ooucorning Perron’s movomenla 
rooordod in Iho lifo of tliat advoutiiror has boon gloaned from the 
pubhshod reports which Drugoou made to tho Emporor. In August, 
IBOl), when Bonrguioii rovoltod against Perron, and stirred up a 
mutiny in tho Soooiul and Third Brigades, Drugeou resisted him, and 
after ro fusing to sumuidor tho troasuro ho had charge of, turuad him 
out of tho fort, which ho prepared to dofond with tho 5,000 men form- 
ing its rognlarJgarriRoii. After tho capture of Delhi by the Britieh, 
Drugfioii, who sooiUK to have stuck to tho treasure, attempted to 
“ deposit it ” with the JSmporor, hut tho transaction was regarded hy 
Qouoral Jjako iia a “fraudulent transfer, ’’ and it was distributed 
as priKO money to the troops. Drugeou was deported to Oaloutta, 
and eventually found bis way to Europe, and diod at Nioo in 1824. 

DomusNiiO, THE OimVAMEB [wi'ittou ulso Du Dronoo, Du Deruaig, 
Dudornog, Du Dornoo, .Doderuaiguo, Dudernaigue, and Dndernek. 
Known to tho natives as Jlanur Bcg \. — Had tho history of tbo Ohovalier 
Dudrouoo boon properly rooordod, it would witliout doubt havo affordod 
as iuloroating a caroor of romauco and advonturo as any in tlieso pages. 
Tho following fragmentary particulars havo been pieced together from 
a groat variety of Houroos, and ovon in thoir skeleton forna suggest a 
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romm'kubly ovouU'ul life. Dudrouoc wiisa iiativo of Brest, iu Franco, 
and a gontloiruiu of rofinonrouL, education, and agroealilo inannors, 
Ilo came of a good family, liis father Ijoing a coiniuodoro in Llio 
Frcnoh navy. The Ohovalior arrived in India about tho year 1773, 
as a midaliipman on board a French man-of-war. Loaviug his hliip, 
he made lua way to Delhi, whoro ho obtained employment in Madoo’s 
corps in 1780, two of his follow ollicors being tho Oouul do Moidavro 
and tho Chovalior CroBsy. With lladoc’s party ho scrvoil in turns 
the Rajahs of Bhartpur and Gohad, and Najaf Kuli IChau, tho Wazir 
of tl .10 Emperoi' Shah 'Alam. Abont tho year 17811 Mndoc retired, and 
Drudenoo sntorod tho sorvico of tho llogum Somru, whoso force was 
at this tiino commnudod by Fanly. With tin's lady ho ronuiihad till 
17111) a litllo proviouH to which ho obtained tlio oomrnund of hor 
troops. But lio I'csigacd tho ai)pointiuont to cuter tho sorvico of 
Tukaji IXolltar, who olforod liim Its. 3,000 a month to raino and 
diHoiplino a hrigado of foiii' hattaliouH of regular infantry. Ju tho 
following year thin force HuClbrod an anniliilating d(d'oat from Do Buiguo, 
at tho battlo of Bakhairi, when all its guns woro oaptnrod, and its ranks 
hrokon and diaporsod. Dudronoc only savoil ins life by throwing him- 
self down amongst tho dead, and simulating death. Bui ins battalions 
had shown such stubborn lighting powovs lioforo thoy wore doHtroyod, 
that Tulciiji liolkar listunodlo thoir conmiandor’n ropresoidatiouH and 
CDUBontod to raise anotltor brigade, advancing Dmlvonoo a largo Hiun 
for this purpoHo. 'J'ho now force was ouUt,toil in 1703, and two years 
iator tooic part in tlio battle of Kardla, being nssoolated with Borron's 
battalions and sbariug with thoiu tho houour of a somowhat easy and 
bloodloas violery. From tho seat of war tlioy rottirnod to Indoro, 
whoro they roposod iir poaco for tiiroo or four years, and by 1707 theur 
atroiigth had inoroasod to six hattalioua. On tho death of Tulaiji 
Holkar, Budranoc was much j)irKnlod whothor to oaal, in his lot with 
tho imhoeilo but rightful hoir, Kasi Itao, or witli tho dashing hut illo- 
gitimato Jaswaut Bdo. Ilo doolarod for tlio fornror, anti for a time 
carried on a campaign against Janwant Bao, whom ho at lirst 
defeated , hut at whoso haiubs lio Bustainod a serious rovorso in 1708. 
Aftor this Amir Khdn, IlolkarV brilliant ally and JM/is nuhates, found 
moans to tamper with Dndrenoo's troops, and by offering tliom in* 
croasod iiaygainod ovor a great immhor, audoreatoda mutiny umojigat 
the rost, when thoy wore oncitmpod at MalioBhwar. 'I’lio Patihm ohiof, 
galled at a dofoat roooivod at tho hands of tlio Ohovalior, had vowed 
not to wear a turban till lio had roducod Dudronoc. 'I'hiH oaino to tho 
knowledge of tho latter when ho was at MalnjHliwar, in groat Hlraits 
for want of provisions, and ho eont a vakil to Amir Khan ofl'oring to 
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come liO torms with Jaewani, IXiio. The Amii' roportod the ovoi'ture to 
llolkai', who, with ohai'acterislieporfidy, proposed to allurotho T’l'onch' 
man to an iutovvio-w anil Dion asBnssinato him. But Uio Pathi'iu, 
lhouj,'h not a man of many scriiplca, could not bi'iu^i hiinsolf to 
couRont to tliia, and, after Bomo persuaRion, oxtriictod n promise of 
hononrablo lonuK for Iho Ifroiichman. Armed with this authority, he 
procoodod to Ji'imh'hat, near tfah^shwar, to receive the Ohovalior’s 
Hurroudor. Biidronee mot liinisoino distance out from his camp, gave 
him a so Into with all honours, and iuvitod him to his font, whore 
ho first do, sired him to ho sealed, and then pointing to tho silk hand- 
korohiof Amir Khdn wore in lion of a turlmn, took off iiis own head 
oovoriiig, and, with joined hands, said; “As your vow prevonts you 
from wearing a inrhan till you havo conquered xuo, sao, the olijaot is 
nocompliehod 1 Barohoadod I lay my head’s covoiiug beforo you, and 
ftoicmnvlodgo my ilofoat. Nay, if yon wish lonialco me your pniaouer, 
hero is luy sword. I siuTGudor it, and you may tako mo to your 
oamp,’’ 'i’hin, hoing ooni'oriuablo with tho Europie.an custom^ pleased 
Amir Rhfiu very much, aud ho oxproasod himself fully natisfied with 
tliu Bpooch. 'flio Ohovalior then gave tho Amir liis own tiirhan, and 
put on tho silk liandkoroliiof iho Patluin was wonriug, after wliioli he 
ORCoi'tod him to Malifisliwar. Having transferred to him all his jowola, 
sLoros, and troaHuros, ho aocompanied him to tho Mar/lthd camp, to he 
pvesontod to Juswanl Rfio. Tn oonsoqiionoo of tho protoctiou oxtonded 
by Amir Khan, Ilolkar darod not harm Diidrouoe, but he still designed 
evil against him in bis lioart. “Whereupon,” to take up the thread 
of Dio namitivo from tho pagos of a Native iiistoriau, “it happened 
that on that vory night tho Maharajah was sitting on tho bank of tho 
Nurhfuhi rivor, amusing liirnsolf with firing al a marie, when tho matcli- 
loclc hurst and infliolod a sovore wound in tho oyo, liy wliioh ho entiroly 
lost tho sight of it. Of a truth ITo that knows all things, soovet and 
divulgod, is not to be docoivod I In tho twinkling of an eye, upon tho 
oyo of tho Maharajah fell this just rotributiou for the troaehovous 
designs ho meditated against Haaiw Bog," In tho end Ilolkar 
aooopted Dudronoo’s submission, and restoring him to the oommand 
of his brigade, sent him, in 1798, to occupy and adruiniater the districts 
of 'Tonk and Bainpura, where he remained two years. 

In 1800, when Bakwa Dada was restored to favour by b'indbia, he 
appears to havo obtained Budronoo’s aasislauce for the subjugaliou of 
laipur, in wliioh Holkar was probably intorestod. On tho l‘2th of 
March of that year tho Ohovalior offooted a junction with Perron's 
second brigade, commanded by PoHman, and shortly afterwards was 
ougagotl with his corps at tho battle of Malpiura. A aplrited account 
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of tlio oliai'ge of tlie Buiihor cavah'y,'''wliioh (lostroyod 500 of his foroo, 
oxifita in tlio pages of Bkiimev’fi memoii'K, and lias Leon, already ipiotod 
in tbo bIcgIcIi of I’errou’s life. 

Tn Aiignst of tlio following your JDiuIronoo, Imving mado up Ida 
mind to loavo TIolkar, showed an inclination to follow tlio foi’tnnoa 
of fjacliwa Dada, wlio had boon again diagvac.od ami doposod from 
office by Siudhia, lint ho ovouttially decided on joining I’orroii’s aorvico, 
being invited to do so by the General hiiuaolf, who offered him the 
poat of second in command, vioe Suthorlaud diBUiiaRod, and a brigade. 
Diidroneo was at this time at Ilampi'ira, whore ho alwiiyfl kept Ida 
family and proporty inntor tho iirolootiou of Kaliin Singh, Ho hiul 
tho greatoat diffionlty in escaping, for his troops, who rofuaod to follow 
Ida fortnnoB, jicltod him out of camp, and thou, at tho instigation of 
a Native named Sliamrao Nadilt, Mirroiinilod hia houao, with tbo 
intention of putting him to death. Ilo waa saved by tho intorvoiUion 
of Jialim Singh, tho regent of tho rulov of the territory. Jaswant lli'io, 
on healing of this, demanded hia surroudor from tho old Bajput, but 
tho latter refused to perpetrate snoh an act of troaohory, and in tho 
end a small sum of monoy was paid liy Dudronoo to llolkar, by way 
of coiuponsatiou, apd ho waa pormittod to depart to ninduatan with all 
hia money and belongings. 

On arriving ut Koil Dudronoo onterod Borron’a army, and oaiiy in 
1800 was givan tlio command of tbo Ifonrth Brifjado. .In Fobrnary of 
tho same year ho luarehod to tho Deccan to roinforco Sindhia, hut 
just before the breaking out of tho war with tho English ho was aont 
back to Hindustan, and loft Daulat Bfio’s camp at .Talgilon on the IBlh 
of July. About this time Atnbaji Inglia was ap])olntod to suporsedo 
Barron in tho oomniand of tbo Brigados, and Dudronoo exhibited more 
attaehmout to tho Native than to tho European Ooinmandor-in-ohiof 
— a dosartion which stung Porron aculoly. On his way to Dolhi 
Dudronac received information of Bourgnian’s defeat, and seeing liltlo 
prospect of ultimate snocoss, abandoned hia oommand, and on tho 
30th of November surrondorod to Colonel Vandalour at Maltra. 'I'lniR 
ended a career full of adventure, iuoulont, and peril. Tho Chevalier 
000 ms to havo boon a singularly unfortunate oommandor, for ho 
snfforotl Rovoral disastrous dofoats. TIis faitlilossuosa had such an 
ofCoct on Jaswant Iliio Holkar, that ho withdrew all conntouanco from 
any whoso nationality was Eroiioh, and aftov tho Chevalier’s dofootion 
gave orders that no advontnrer of hia naliou should bo allowed to 
enter his sorvioo. As will bo soon by this slight skotoh (in which, it is 
to bo feared, thero arc many inaoouraoios duo to an attempt to 
reconcile divergent statements and dates), Dudronoo served no less 
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than aovon tlifforont maetovB during U 10 period of his Indian career. 
II) is dillio\ilt to BOO how ho desorvos the many oucominms that havo 
lioon pahsod on iiim l>y various writora, for there is no record of 
his having won any suhalantial victory, flis surrender to Amir 
Jfhiin was singularly Rpiritlosa, and his notions of loyalty wore 
docidodly quostionahlo. 

Dupont, John Jamks, Major. — Major Dupont was a native of 
Holland, and an offioor in Pilor.o’o corps. After the suicide of Pidiilo 
PiloKO ho Ruecoodod to the command of fonr of the battalions and was 
with Sindhia when war with the Dngli.sh hroko out. lOs foroe took 
part in tho battle of Aasiiyo, where they sharod in the defeat and diaper- 
flion of Daulat Bfio's army. Accoi’diug to one account Dupont was 
Qirgagod in tho hatllo of Ujjain in 1801, whore he was wounded and 
lundo prisoner with Dorridou and Humpliortson. 

Doprat, OoiiONnn. — Oolonel Duprat was a Frenchman and an 
ollioor in Forron's army. lie suocoadod Drugeon in tho command of 
tho h’irst Brigade at Foonah in 1798, but only held tho post for a year, 
boing roliovod by Ooloiiol Sutherland. Ho was in command of five 
hattaliona of infantry which attempted to surprise the camp of Amrat 
Rilo, tho Foshwa's brother, after the Bhais had Had to him for proteo- 
tiou. This ooouiTod on tho night of the 7th of June, 1798. Ho failed 
in tho attempt, and being briskly attacked in return, was oompollod to 
draw off, and it was not without considerable loss that he made good 
Ilia rotroat. In tho negotiations wMcli followed the allair Amrat Iliio 
WHS provailod on to come to Poonali, when Drugeon treachorously 
ftttaekod and dolbatod him. Dupral’s uamo does not appear in any 
BuhsocpiQut records. 

Evans, Captain [also spelt Evens], — ^Vory little information is avail- 
able oonoeruing this officer. Ho appears to have commanded the 
Bogum Somru’s party after Baours left it in 1789. He then entered 
Do Boigno’s aorvioo and roso to the rank of captain on a pay of 
Eb. dOO per monsem. Skinner mentions an officer of this namo as 
having been taken prisonor with Oolonel W. H. Tone at tho storm of 
Bonnda, and from another passage it is made apparent that he passed 
into Holkar’s sorvioo. When war broke out with the English in 1803 
a Captain Evoue availed himself of Lord Wollesloy’sin'oclamation and 
“came in,” receiving a pension ogual to the pay ho drew in the service 
of tlio stale ho was serving. But it is diilioult to believe that an 
offioor who oommaudod Somru’s party so far back as 1789 was only 
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a oaptaiu in 1803, and tliex'o may Lavo boon two advontnrora of the 
same, or Bimilar, namoa. 

Filoze, Fidiee, Colonut, falao spelt Filoae, Foloao, and Folozo]. 
— Fidble Filozo was Iho son of Michael Filozo by a Native woman. 
Whon Ilia fiilhor found it pjndcnl to hastily resign Sindhia's sorvioo 
and lonvo Poonah, tho command of his olovon battalions was divided 
between his two eoxifl Fidolo and Joan Baptisto Filozo. Fidolo, how- 
ovor, retained eight of those with him in tho Doooan and sent throo 
only to hia brother who was at Dollii. Tho first mention of Fiddle ia 
in 1798, when ho and Gooigo Tlossing woro dirootod by Sindliia to 
arrest Ghatkay Bdo, whoso gross misconduct and oontompt for tho 
prince’s authority had hocomo inlolorablo, ami this task they offootod 
with groat dexterity. Soon after this Fidblo micooodod to tho 
command of hia father’s battalions. In 1 801 ho acoom2xaniod Daixlat 
Kao to Malwa, and on roachiug the Naihada one of his battalions was 
dotaoliod nndoi' Colonel Qoorgo llosaiug to ijrotoct Ujjaiii, and a 
second shortly lollowod under Caixtaiu MacIntyre. Both woro 
defeated and disporsod, tho former at Ujjain, tho latter at Ndri. Tho 
roniaining six battalions took part in tho battle of Indoro in Oolobor of 
the snino year, and dirootly afterwards Fidblo was accusod of a foul 
act of treachery, in having fired into Sutherland’s troops as they 
advaneod. It was assorted ho had ontored into a rsOoroL nudorslanding 
■with Ilolkar, and on those groinuls he was seized and confined. 
According to one account ho cut his throat in jirison, in order to avoid 
tlia disgraoQ of condign punishment, but another stales that the act was 
dons in a lit of dolirium following fovor. Smith, though admitting hia 
treason, somewhat unaooouutably doscriboa him as “ on the wholo a 
good, ignorant man,” but ho has boon dojiiotod in a niuoli loss fa'vonr- 
ahlo light by others, and Drugoou condemns him as a traitor who 
■worked to ruin a master who had loaded liiin with favours. This is 
probably tbe moro correct estimate of his character. 

FinozE, Juan Baptiste nia ua Fontaine, Ooloneu [known to the 
Natives as Jan Battcojis], — Baptisto Filozo, as this individual is 
always called, was tho younger son of Michael Filozo. When his 
father fled tho country Baptiste wa« at Bellii, whoro his brother F'idWo 
sent him tlireo of tho eleven battalions they had inherited, and to 
these Baptisto added three moro whioli ho raised in Ifindnstan. This 
force assisted in tho war against George Thomas in 1801, but was in 
a sorry slate of discipline, and extremely iusubordinato, tho three 
original battalions being on one oeoasion expelled from Delhi by tho 
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Eiuparoi' Shall 'Ahim’s oi'ilors ou accoiiul of tkeii' ftti'ocLou& eoiidnot. 
This appears to bo the single reoorcled instance of that king of 
kings having voluntarily x>romnlgaleil a iloereo ■which wag carried 
into c/fool, and both the order and its prompt execution seem to 
iudicato that Baptihlc’s hallalions wore a ptiMic nuisance. After the 
fall of Q-corgcgarli Baptiato — who, according to Thomas’s memoirs, 
carried on a traitorous oorrospondenco with him — returned to Delhi, 
and Smith aay,s that Terron pirooiirod the transfer of those six 
battalions to his command by intrigue, and that they formed the 
foundation of the h’ourth Brigade. This was piroiiahly the case, for in 
IBOd Bapitiato proceeded to Ujjaiu to take ovor the command of the 
Doccau battalions left vacant by the euioido of his brother Fidblc. 
Wheu war broke out with (ho English his forco consisted of eight 
Viattalions of mCantey, 500 cavnivy, and 4.5 gims. Eonr of thoBC were 
boil ton and diaporsod at As,saye under Dupont, and Baptiste, with tho 
romaliiing four, oscapod a similar falo by the ohoumstanco of hia 
having boon left to guard IJjjain. When he hoard of Bindhia’s 
crubliing defeat, ho saved liimself by hurrying off to Bnjputana, but 
rejoined tlie priuoo on tho eonolnsion of the war, and remained in his 
sorvioo for many years aftorwards, being the aingle military adventurer 
of Ifinduatan who survived tho disasters of 1808. People of his name, 
and probably his dosoendants, are to this day employed in the oourt 
of Sunlhia, and Bir Miohaol Filoze is a highly respectable architect at 
Grwalior. In Broughton’s “ Mahratta Camp ” tiiero are several 
roferonoos to Baptiste Eilozc, whoso circumstances in 1800 were far 
from happy, for serious disturbances were constantly occurring in his 
corps, whioh was seldom out of a stale of regular mutiny, owing to the 
inon being in arrears of pay, and tho tyrannical treatment they 
expoi'lonood from Baptislo. On one occasion he was removed from 
the command, after ho and his European officers had been seized and 
confined, some being flogged, while others, with a refinement of 
cruolty, had their oars nipped in gunlocks, after -vvliich they were all 
expelled from the linos. They niunhored forty, eliiefly half-castos, but 
two or Ihreo -were EngliBhmon. A little later on Baptiste was roin- 
statod, through the iutorost of frionclK at court, who described him aa 
“ one of tho greatest generals of the day ” ; which Blieilod the shrewd 
comment fr-om Sindhia “ that ho had generally found these very groat 
gonorals wore also very great rogues," However, Baptiste obtained 
Ms roappointment, and evidently prospered, as the following extract 
from Colonel Slooman’s " ri,atnbloa of an Indian Official ’’ testifies : — 
‘‘After tho Duaora fostival in November every year, tbe Pindaris go 
‘ ICingdom taking ’ as regularly as English gentlemen go partridge 
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Hliooting ou the) Int of So|itouihor. 1 may give fifi a Bjiaoinion tho 
oxciu'Bion of Joan Jhiptmlo J'hloKO, who Halliod foi'th on Huch iiu oxi>ci(li- 
tiou at thn hoad of a (livifsiou of [-iciiidia’K army jmili liofoi'O tho i’indari 
War. hrom Owalior ho jiroooedod to KorowloOj and took fi’Oin tiu) 
olucf of that turritoiy tlio diRtricI, of Snliugliitr, yiolding four takliH 
anunally. Uo Uioii too]; tlio torritoiy of thn Jtajah of Chnndoyloo, one 
of tile oldcHl of tlin liuiidUicnud chiofa, whloh yioldcd about hovou 
laldiH of rnpoos. Tho llaiah got an allowanon of U.s. '10,000 a your, ilo 
then took the) turritorioR of tho itajaha of Itagooghur and Bahadhur- 
ghiir, yielding throo lakhs a year, and tlio throo jii'inons got Ub. fiO.OOO 
a yoar for subsiatonon amoiigHt thoin. fJo thou took Lopar, yielding 
two lakhs and a half, and aHHignod tho Jtiijidi Its. tiri,000. Ho then 
took GiU'ha Kotlah whoso chiof gets anhfiiatiinoo from tho Britinli 
Oovorumoiit. iJaptisto had jii.st complotod Inn IChigdoin taldng vvhou 
our armioa took tho hold agahibt tho i’hulavis, and ou tho termination 
of tho war in 1817 all thosoaoiiuimtiousworo ooniirmod and gnarautoiut 
to yciudia." Writing in 188(5 Oolouol Slootuau adds ; “ Tho priiHont 
Gwalior force oonsisiH of throo rogimonts of infantry undor Goloiiol 
Alo.'vaudov, six nudor Apnjoo, olovou nndor Ookmol Jacob (liroughtou 
montuma thorn as oxooUontly diBoiplinod in 1H07, tlioir connnaudor 
on,joyrng a JaUlad and paying tlioin rogulai'ly), and livo nudor Colonel 
Joan Baptiste h'iloso.’' 

Baptisto romainoil at Gwalior till the hroakiiig out of hostilitioH 
hotween tho ruling Biudhia, and tho J3ngliBh in 18-11!. Ho wan thou 
oommaudor-in-ohLof of tho State army, whioli couHtatcd of 80,000 
rogular troops and the famous jiarlc of artillery which had romninod 
with it siuco the days of Do Boigno. Just hoforo tho battlaa of Maha- 
rajapfir and .Bauniiir, Baptisto urrangod that ho Hlundd ho loekod up 
liy his own mou so aa to avoid lighting tho lilugliah, Tho roaacm of 
this was that hs had X'df),0()r) invostod in Ooin]>any’fl paper. Wil.h 
tho o.veoption of two, all tho other oHicors of liin army willrdrow from 
tho ooiitoat, knowing tho hopolosBuoHs of suooorh. Tho war waa hogau 
and oonolndfld with tlioBO two battles, both fought on thn saiuo day, 
and after it Baptisto and his oJIioors wore rc'movod from thoir oom- 
inandfl and omploymont of ovory land. 

Thus Baptieto’s oaroor is traced lor forty-sovou yoai's in tho sorvioo 
of Sindhia — a record no othor military advonturor can boast of, 

BtLOZE, MronAEt., Couonkj.. — Mioliael Bilosio waH a low-brod 
Neapolitan of worlhloss oharaoter, yet not without a oortain addrofja 
and ounning that onnblod him to advahoo Ins inloroata. In his 
native ommtry ho had followod the oaUing of a mulotoor, boforo 
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1)0 oiilistocl ill tlio Proiioli army anil eaino oul to Madras, from 
whoiico, alter aovoral vicisaitirdea, ho made his way to Delhi, and 
oulistod iu the Dana of Goliad’s service, in the corps commaiiclod hy 
BJadoc. Do la Fontaine, a Frnnehmau, was a follow officer, and it 
was evidently afloi liim Itnat Michaol uamod hit, .son Daptisto, who 
was born at Gohad in 1771!. In 178'I, when the Ihma was defeated 
by yindhia and his battalion brokon up, Mioliaol Filozo lost his 
eniploymont, and it lias boon stated that daring the next eight 
years ho served one of the Native states of Southern India. But 
if so, bo evidently returned to IlindusUn, for about the year 1790 
ho found moans to recommend hhnsolf to De Boiguo, who ap- 
pointed him to the eoiuniand of a battalion iu his First Brigade. 
It was Bomo timo before ho rose to any substantial rank, for iu 
May, 1794, ho wa.s only rated at a piay of lls. 800 per month. In 
the previous year ho had boon solooted to aooompauy Madhoji 
Siudhia to the Doooau, and later ou ho Eueco.ssfally intrigued to 
got his battalion mado into a .separate comunwid, indeponclont of 
Be Boigno's. It formed lha uuolens of the corps ho raised, which 
ovoutuiilly numbered olovon battalions. In 1707 Mioliael Filoze 
found it prudent to lly from Booaab, under the following choiim- 
stauoos, Nana Faruavis, tho Poshwa's prime minister, and the most 
able Hlatasiuan iu Mariithii history, was induced to return a formal 
visit of ceroraoiiy paid him a few days pireviously by Danlat lifto 
Shulhia, of whom he was snspioiona and distmatful. But Michael 
Ji'ilozo pilodgod his word of honour for the safety of the old minister, 
and BO overeamo his soruplos; notwithstanding wliioh the Neapolitan 
seizod Nana and made him over a jirisouor to Sindliia. This por- 
liditms act oxoitod tho just indignation of all tho European officars 
iu tho aorvioo of tho Native states, whoso general character was 
im-iniguod by it, and wlio, in Grant Duff’s words, ” though mere 
Boldiors of forkine, wore as distinguished for good faitli as daring 
ontorpriso.” The Mardthfis themselves oxcusod Mioliael’s traaohory, 
saying that ho was ignorant of whnl was intended, and ascribing 
it to sudden coercion by Ghatkay IWo. It Bliould further be 
montionod that in a leltor to a oiirront nowspapor Michael Filoze 
stronnously denied his guilt, Tho Nana was loo powerful a person- 
age to bo kept a prisoner long ) for a time he was ooniiiiod iu the fort 
of Ahmoduagar, but in tho following year ho obtainod his liberty by 
a payment of Lon lakhs of rupees. Directly Filoze hoard he was 
treating for his liberty, and likely to obtain it, he decamped to 
ISonibay, leaving llio command of his eleven battalions to bis sons. 
Dragoon, who brands Michael Filoze as a traitor, moutious that he 
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BOt out t'oi' Jiui'opo, “but iliocl”— 'wbotlioi' on tlui voyago or al'lor Ilia 
arrival tlioro is not apouiliotl. Oriint i)u(f conlimw Di'Ukoou’h obtiuialo 
of this ft(lvotitiU'Oi'’H cbiu'iiclor, as tloos Hmitli, win) dcnoribow bbloKO’s 
parly as one tliaL“ uovor jiorfomiotl any action of inilitary W' political 
oc)nso(j.uouco.“ 

riNiiLAbib, Oai'Tain. — 'i'liia olliocr was an I'liiKliHliman, and formerly 
(i (^uai'toi'-imistor in tho flflli Dragoons, vvlioro Ijo boro a good olia- 
rautcr. lie and Oolonnl Jloyd, at tbo head of tvvo indopondont ])ariioh, 
woi'o introduced into the sorvicu of tlio lii/.iim. of Ilaidarabad an a 
counloi'ijoiiio to ilayinond’H overgrown jiowor. In tbo yoar 17i)5 
b'iugltiBb’a corps niimborod about HOd inon, and took part in tho 
battle of Kardia, wiioro it aharod iu tho defeat tho Ni/iani brougld 
upon iiimaolf by bia pusillauiiulty. After tliis it was iuoroased, and 
iu 1798 muuliorcd 0,000 mou. JSarly iu this year ilayiuond died, and 
waa sucoaodod by ib'rou iu tho command of tho “ Drcinoli army ’’ 
of 14,000, wliioh wait) diabamlod in tho following Ootobor by 
Lioutouaut-Oolouol itoborta, uudur orders from tlio Oovoruor- 
Gonoral. With tho disporsioii of Ihoso troops, and tlio ooimatiou of 
tho danger they throatonod, it booamo a (iuostiou wholhor or not 
b'iuglass should ho allowed to retain his corjis. Iu tlio end fiord 
Wellosloy Banctlonod its contiuuaiico, and, furtlioruioro, poriiiillod 
Viuglass from tituo to time to pnrohaao ordnance, ordnatioo Htores, 
and ULUskolH at Dort St. Ooorgo. U is poasiblo that tho Ilaidarabad 
reformed troops, uow iu tho sorvieo of tlio Nir.am, can carry their 
traditions back to the days of Captain Finglass. 

I?utuiU!A, Oai’tain [also writlou blomyl. — Captain Flouroa was 
a Dreiiohman aud a cavalry officer in I’crrou’s army, After tlio 
battlo of lioil ill 1803, wliou Perron precipitately fled to Agra, ho 
detached Dlouroa, with 6,000 Itindustani horse, to carry lire aud 
sword into tho Company’s district of Oaivnporo. Mouroa aamo across 
a small British outpost at Shikdahad, ooinmaiKlod by Oolouol Oon- 
inghain, aud after four days’ lighting forced it to surrondor. It was 
not a very brilliant porformauco, but still tho Biiiglo advantage gaiuod 
by any of Porron’s troops during tlie war. On hoaring of the fall of 
Aligarh, Dlouroa’s troopers carried him bade to Agra, from wiiouca ho 
inado his escape with great difficulty after Perron’s flight, joining the 
General at Lucknow, aud nooompanying him to Caloutta. 

fl'miMONT, OoLONEL [spclfc also Frimont and Proinond],~~Oolouof 
Ifrdmont; was a Itoyalisfc and commander of tho h’ronoh forooa at 
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OhanAomn"oro. But lie (luitted the sorvioo, as did most of the other 
offioors ill 1790, ou the lii'oaldug out of the Fronoli Rovoliition. Pro- 
oooding up country, he applied to Do Boigne for employmont, and. 
was appointed to the oommaud of one of the two original battalions, 
and, when tlio Second Brigade was formed, promoted to the hoad of 
tliQ Birsl with a salary of Es. 1,400 a month. In 1792 ho distinguished 
Iiimsolf at the storm of Balahhi, a hill fort forty-five miles east of 
J aipinr, on whiob oooasion Captain Bulkoley was killed. An interest- 
ing account of this campaign appears in T7io WoM (a newspajicr 
printed at Calcutta), in the following letter, dated from a place called 
“ Ringhass,” on August G and 10, 1792 : — 

“ Wo arrived at this place ou tho 5th, our force consisting of the 
Second Brigade and 15,000 regular Mahratta horse, but excluding 
irregulars. This is a stone fort, upon a soientifio plan of construotion, 
surrounded by a ditoli thii'Ly foot deep, twonty-four foet wide, and 
capable of dofonoo with such men and discipline as ours. It belonged 
to the Rfijah Deby Sing, a tributary to the Joypore Bdjah, to whom 
ho has j'ofused the oatablishad tribute, amounting to two lakhs and a 
half, offoriug only n small portion. Wo arrived early, and after 
summoning the place to that effect, at nine o’clock we opened our 
tvenohea, and kept up a sovovo five on tho pilaoe till ten o’clock, by 
which time wo hud offootod a cajiital broach between one of tho 
bastions and a hoad of the ourtaiu. Tho ganison had but few guns, 
with which, and musketry, they contrived to annoy us heartily, We 
opened two mortars after dark, which croatod, as was intended, 
dreadful confusion among thorn. 

“ Captain Cliambaud’s battalion and a select body of Bohillas were 
ordered for tho storm in two divisions, with orders not bo aparo tho 
swovd, Tho time, three in tho morning. However, the order had 
roaoliod the garrisou, and by a oaxululation at half-past two they 
saved tho lives of tho rornahiing xieopilo. Dohy Sing had guitted the 
fort previously, leaving injunctions to lus officers not to stUTender on 
any terms. Tho garrison are all prisoners now with us, and tlie stock 
of provisions and stores is vahrahle to ns. Tho valuable properly was 
carried off to the BAjtth ; however, what was left more than pays the 
amount olTored. 

“ Dehy Sing has another strong fort, called Sikkor, about eight 
cos distant, where ho hn.s resolved to hold out, and we are determined 
to bring him to implicit obodieuco or bondage. He has a chosen 
force, a strong fort, good guns, and thre^ ruonlliB’ provisions, and the 
oonntry around is without water.” 

Frijmout brought this exxiedition to a suecessM conclusion. The 
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next, moKtion of him is two yoam lator, at .Datlu, ■vvlutliov he was 
Bont to pmiisli the lli'ijah. 'L'lio CollowiiifT ncoonut of tlus oauipiuj;n ib 
oKtmefccl JVoiTi llio “ AHialic Rof-ioiU’cliofl.’' “ (iop/il ]M,o Dhow iniirehod 
iiHiiiniit ThiUoya (iuJ70'1)to compel piiymcul, of kibuLo a)ul exact a 
fine. Ifo was opposed. Au ongiifpimont ouRiiod, iu wliioli the 
Dnttoya li'oopfl cliai'god, swovd in liaiul, tlio votei'au hatlalioim of 
1)0 Doigua, which wore commuiidod hy Major l'’i'oinonl, au oJ'lioor of 
ability and experience. Tlio DuiululliiiH fihowod no foar of tlio imiHlcot 
and bayonet, and there wove rtovoral iustiinooB of grouadiorH cut down, 
while their bayonets wove buried iu the breast of their nHsailants’ 
horse. The Ih'igado Innt 300 men in Iho attack, and Major h’riinout 
luinaolf tiasnrod mo that nothing but a continual cliHohargo of grape 
from the guns prevented it from utloi' dostruotiou.” fu auothor 
acoouut the victory is fttlributod to iho judioiouM (;liBj)Ofliti<)n of b'i'5- 
niont’a arlillory, and tho gallantry of Iub men in some Hovorn ohmo 
fighting, iu which they routud tho onoiny witli oonHiderabio slaughter. 

In 170(1 or 1700 IhAiuoul died, and this left I’orroii tlie houior 
oflioor iu the force, and jravod tho way for his promotion to tho 
ohiof oomiuftud. 

Oaudnei!, Wxr.i.iABt Linakuh, Cot.onku. — Tu its sooial aspeol 
Oolouol G-ardner’s life is tlio moat romanlio of any roeorilod in tJi(‘Ho 
pages. Dorn in 1770, ho was a groat grandHon of ■Willluni Garduor, 
of Oolloraiiio, and a iioprhow of Aiau, fii'Ht Darou Gardner, a distin- 
guiahod admiral in tho British navy, who roceivod tho thanks of 
Barlianaont for his Borvieoa. Oolouol Gardner waa oduoalod in 
li'ranoo, and camo out to India iu tho King’s sorviee, and after rising 
to the rank of captain quilled it to enlist niulor tho banners of iho 
Native prviaoes. Thoro was a Scotch offioor of iho Bnmo nan 10 who 
ontorocl Siadhia’s service in 1703, was JhigadO'Major of tlio hirst 
Brigiido in 1703, oommandod tlio Sooond Brigade in '1794, and was at 
tho Biorm and capturo of Sohawalgarli in 1705, wlioro ho wan aRsistod 
by George 'fhomas. But an hia Clmstian luimo in given aa Jamos in 
one place it is doubtful whether ho was the same individual an tlio 
olfioor nndor notice, Oolouol William Gaj-dnor ontorod Jaawant BAo 
HoUtnr’fl sorvioo in 1 798, .and raisod a brigade of rrgnlar inllmiry for 
tliat cliiof. Bat a diBagroomonl aroBo holwoon them, and Gardner 
left him. 1'ho story of his oacapo is tlniH told by himaoif : — 

“One evening, when in Holkar’a Borvicci, I vvas employed as an 
envoy to iho Company’s forces, with iustruetions to return within a 
cortoin time. Aly family remained in camp. Bunpieion of troaohory 
was oauaod. by my lengthened absence, and acousatioiis wore brought 
forth against mo at tho dwhav held by Hoikar on the third day follow- 
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inn; that on wliioh my piesouoe was expoolecl. [ rejoined the camp 
while the duihar war-i in xirogroaa. On iny onlvanoo the Maharaja]], 
ill an angry tono, floinandotl tlio reason of luy c]el,ay, whicli I gave, 
pointing out the impoBBibillty of a Bpcodior rotnin. ‘Whoi'tuixion 
Ilollcar Gxulaimod, iu groat anger, ‘ Ilad yon not returnod this day I 
wonid have lovollod tho Icluiimts of your tout.’ I drew my sword 
instantly and ondoavourod to cut Uia lligliuoss down, hut was piro- 
voiitod by tlioso arouudiliim j and boforo they bad reoovered from tho 
amaKomont and confusion caused by tbo attomiit, I nishod from the 
oam|), sprang upon my liorse, and was soon beyond the reach of 
recall.” 

To account for Colonel Gardner’s indignation it must be explained 
that lie was inarriod to a Native lady, and that the IchmiuiSg or can- 
vas walls of his lout, represcnlod tbo privacy of tbo zenima, and to 
havo cut thorn down implied the osiiostire of tho inmate, w, an insult 
for whioli there could bo no atonement. Tlirough the influonoo of 
fritinds Colonel Gardnor’s wife and family were allowed to join liira 
sliortly afterwards — a piooo of generosity hardly to ho ospooted from 
such a oharaclor as Jaswant Edo Holhar. 

Tho story of Colonel Gardner’s marriage, as related by himself to 
Lady Ifanuy Earkoa, is one of romantic interest. He was married by 
Muhammadan rites to a pnnooa.s of tho house of Cambay, a state on 
the WQBtorn soaboard of India, and x'l'obably when ho was an ofSoor 
in tho British service. This is his description of the ineidonts leading 
to the imiou ; — 

“ When a young man I was ontvusled to negotiate a treaty with one 
of tho Native jirincos of Cambay. Durbars and consultations were 
continually held. During oiio of tho forinor, at which I was xirosont, 
a curtain near mo was gently pullod aside, and I saw, as I thonglib, 
tho most beautiful hlaolc eyos in tho world. It rvas imposbible to think 
of tho treaty: those bright and piercing glaneos, those beautiful dark 
eyes completely bowilderod uie. 

“ I felt llattorod that a creature so lovely as she of those deep black, 
loving eyes should vonluro to gaze upon mo. To what danger might 
not tho veiled beauty bo exposed Bhould tho movement of thop«rd«/t 
bo seen by any of thoso pi’osont at the durbar? On quitting the 
asaembly I discovered that the bright-eyed beauty was the dnugliter 
of tho prince, At tho next durbar my agitation and anxiety wove 
oxtremo to agtdn behold the bright eyes that haunted my dreams and 
my thoughts by day. The curtain was again gently waved, and my 
fate was decided, 

“ I domandod the princess in marriage. Her relations wore at first 
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aiul pofdUvoly rofuflod ray proiniKfil. irownvoi', on nialin’o 
doinioralion, Uio ara 1 >asS(i(lor wan coiiftidofod too iulliioiitial ii iiorson 
to biiivu !i. ro()UOHli doniod, and tlio liiiiul of t]io yonnfi in-incoaM wan 
proniihod. Tho propiwiitiouH I'oi' tho iniii'i'iiigo wovo cavriod foi'W'iird. 

‘ llBinoiuboi',’ Raid T, ‘ it will l)o ukoIohk to attempt to docieivo luo. 
1 shall know thoKo oyan iiKaiii, iKir will 1 raiirry any other 1 ’ 

“ On tho day of tho marriago t raiaod tlio veil from tho oonntonaneo 
of tho brido, and in tlio rairror that was ]daood botweon nw, in ntioor- 
danao with tho Mnlinmodan wodding ooroinony, T hohold tho britjlit 
oyes that bad bowildorod mo. I arailod, Tlio yminj!: lloKum smilod 
too.” 

d’kis young prinooBS wrh only thirtoon yoavR old when who waa 
nini'rind ; “Anovoiit,'’ says Colonol Clarduor, “ wliich ])i’obably mivod 
botb our livoH.'' Slio was ovontually adopted aa a daughter by Alcbar 
Shall, who aueunodod Sliah 'Ahini aa Jilniporor of Dolhi. I^or over 
forty yoara hnabnnd and wifo lived a life of perfect hap])inoHH, and 
aho died of a brolton lionrl in August, IKIC, six months after Oolonol 
Q ardiior. 

Siibao(iuontly to his dopartnro from Holkar’a aorvioo Oolonol 
Gardner bad iinothor vory narrow osoapo for bis life, fu 1808 ho 
was eoufmod a priaouor by AinriU BAo, who, whon war broko out with 
tlio I^ugliah, ouuaod Oardnor to bo fimlonod iu a gun, and throatuuod 
with iramocliato oxooution if ho rofuHod to take tho liold against his 
follow countrymou. d'ho Oolonol romainod ntaunoh, and in tlio hopo 
of wearying him out, his oxooution was auapondod, and ho was plaood 
in oluirgo of a guard, who had orders novor to (iuit sight oi' him for 
a single instant. ’Walking ouo day along tho odgo of a stoop oliff, 
whioli Icul by a prodpitous dosoont to the rivor Tapli, Gardnor was 
Buddouly inspiirod to make a daring dash for liborty, and ])orcoiving 
a plaoo fitted for his pnirposo, ho oallocl out “ Bisniillali 1 ” (“ In tho 
name of God and flung hirasolf down a doolivity Homo forty or fifty 
foot doop. Nono woro iuclinod to follow him, but an iilarui was 
soundod. Boeovoring his foot, ho inado for tho rivor, and plurvgod into 
it ; but after swimming for somo distance ho found purmiorH woro gaining 
on him, and sought oholtor hi a friondly covert, wlioro, with moroly his 
mouth above water, ho waited until thoy had jiasBod. IIo thou landod 
on tho opposito side, and iirocoodod by unfrwxnontod jiaths to a to wn in 
tho noiglibourhood, whioli was imdor tho oomiuand of a Niitivo whom 
ho know, and who alTordnd him proloetion. Aftior romaining in 
hiding for some time, ho vouturod out in tho disguieo of a grass onttor, 
anti roaohod the British outposts iu safoly. 

At ono time it would appear, from a passage in Major Thorn’s “War 
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in India,” (.hat Oolonol Gardner wan in the Borvioo of the Biijah of 
Jaipnr ; Imt in IBOi ho retninod te hifi allogiiiiico to the British Govorn- 
raoiili and raiend a famons cavalry corjia known as “ Gardnor’H ITnrse,” 
vvliicli aohiovod a great rnjratalion. His best soiviees, both in the held 
and in diplomacy, wore jioiferniod nudor Die King’s flag. lie had a 
])vofonud knowledge of the native clinvactor, and had adopted many 
of tljo ideafi and opinions of the people with whom he jjasscd a great 
■[tortion el his life. But this did not prevent him from boing nn 
aocopl.ahlo companion to his own oonntrymen, with whom ho was 
always a groat I'avourito. Lewis Kordinand Smith doscribes him as 
“ a gentleman and a soldier of pleasing address and uncommon 
abilities.” Ilia figuro was tall and eonimandiug, and his handsome 
oountcinanoo and military air rondorod his appioarance very striking. 
T;ady Ihumy I’arkos, from whoso interesting “ Wanderings of a 
Pilgrim” many of the foregoing facts have been gleaned, formed an 
iiitimaliO frioudHlup with Oolonol Gardner, and speaks of him, in his 
old ago, in toriuH of 11 lo warmest admimtlon and regard. For many 
yotirs prior to Idsdoath ho rostdod on his jctf/hir, or ostato, at Khasganj, 
sixty miloB from Agra. Ills 1 legnm boro him two sous and a d'anghtor. 
Ilis oldo.st son James inarriod a nioco ot tho Emporor Akbar Shah, 
fl’ho youugQi', Alan, was nuilod to Bibi Snhiba Uinga, and loft two 
daughlors, SuKiin and ntirmuzi. Tho latter was married in 1836 to 
hor rnlativo, William Qardnor, a nophowof tho socond Baron Gardner. 
'I'hoir sou, Alan llydo Gardner, succeeded to tlio title, and Is tho 
pi'OROnt holder of it. Ito married in 1879 Jane, a oouvertod prinoess 
of tho House of Bolin, and has an heir, born in 1881. Tbore is a most 
intorosting jiodigroo of Ibis family on pr 4‘20 (vol. i.) of tho “ Wander- 
ings of a Pilgrim,” which illuslralos in a very curious way the thread of 
Gounootiou by iulorinarriago botweon tbo lioirB and dosoondants of an 
English Barony, tho Im])orial IJouao of Taiim'ir, tbo Kings of Oudh 
and the Princes of Cambay. Tbo degree of relationship is too intricate 
to bo oxplaiuod in detail, but llio prosout Lord Gardner la grandson of 
a Priuoo of Ofunbay, and iiopbcw to a lato Emperor of Delhi, and 
a lato King of Oudh. This skolch cannot be more suitably concluded 
than by an ovtraot from Bod’s Poorago. 

” GAtiDNEu (frolaiid) oroatod 1809. Baron Gardner, 1806 (United 
Kingdom), by wliioh litlo ho holds his seat in tho Hour© of Lords. 
Barouot, 1794 (Great Britain). Alan IJydo Gardner, son of the lato 
Slowart William Gardner, grandson of tho first baron. B. 1836: M. 
L879, Jane, daughter of Aiigain Shokoo. Succeeded his Iriueman in 
1888. IloBidonoe, Village Munowta, near Nadri, Etah district. Heir, 
Bon Alan Leggo, born October 26, 1881." 
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GehT/IN, Majoii, — Major Goaliu waa a li’roncliman, anil oonuiiandcid 
a liattiilioii in f’oi-ron'fl Socond Brigado. WJion Iho war of liSOdbrolco 
old ho wiiH ajipoiutod to aueeood Ooorgo Iloasung in command of tlio 
hriipLdo, tho latter boiiig soul to tnko ii).) the oommaudantBlup of tho 
fort of Aj^ra, rondorod vacant by tlio death of biH father, Colonel John 
Iloasiiig. Goslin, mcnuwhilo, joined Bonrsidon at Bolki, and oppoRod 
him wlnni ho rovoltod agaiiifit Perron’s authorily, and nwirjiod hifs 
ooimnand. Bonrgnion, liavinp; failed in ovory attempt to Rodneo 
Goalin from hia alloginnco, incited tlio brigade to inuiiny and jdaeo 
tho Major imdor arrest, wliioli they did. After tho battle of Delhi, 
Goalin was ouo of tho oflicovs who purrondorod to ]jord Lakn, and 
woro doportod to Oalcnlta. 

llAUMNa, Ma.toi!.- Major Harding waa a very gallant yonng 
English adveutm'or, whoso cai'oor though short was brilliant. ITo 
raised a brigaelo of four battalions for Jaswant Bao Holkar, which ho 
brought to a high stato of oflioionoy and disuipliuo. Ifo mot his death 
at tho buttlo of Poonnli, 'whilst ohargiug Dawes’s guns sido by side 
■with Ilollcar. In tho very momont of victory ho roooivod a cannon 
shot in 'the shoulder, almoHt tho last ouo fired iii tho action. .Taswant 
ltdo, although wouudod hi tliroo plaooH, immodiately hnvriod to tho 
S])ot where Harding was lying, to afford him asHistanco and consola- 
tion. But the wounded ollicor was sinking fast, and ho only had Lime 
to exprosa a wiuh to be laid to rest by tho side of his follow country- 
men in tho burial place of the BritiHh Jtoaidency at Poonah -a dying 
request that was sai'U]nilouBly fullillod. 

Habtuott, CAi'TATNf.— Captain Harriott was an JStiglishnian, and an 
oflioor in Porrou’s Fifth Brigado. TIo was one of tho ISiivopoanK con- 
fined by tbo luntinons troops at Agra, previous to the oapturo of that 
fortress by General Lake. Taking advantage of Iho tornis of hord 
■Wollosley'p proclamation, he possod over to tho British Govornmont, 
and obtained tlio command of oiio of Bimlhia’p baUalioiiR which ivoro 
taken into tho Company’s sorvioo after llioivar, and sawsonin figliting 
with it in tho Ilarhina district in 1804. 

IlnAftBKY, Captain. — Captain Iloavsoy was one of Thomas's oilioors, 
and assumed tompiorary charge of tho camp at Gaorgegarh after tho 
momorablo battle of tlie Ith of Soptomher, IBOi. It wan owing to his 
error of judgment in not retiring to ETaiisi, that Thomas'H fall was iii- 
diroctly duo. ITo appoaralo have possosHod very lUtlo military ability, 
bub was faithful to his chief, and not only aecompauiod him in hia flight 
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to TT('uisi, bnt ftniffht brnvoly to Iho omi, After Thomas’s fall Iloarsoy 
ontorntl tlio soivkhi of noino Nativo atato, whothor Sindhia’s or 
Trolkav’s it is iuipooHiblo to say; )mt ho was oiio oE iho oflioors -who 
availod tlioiuiiolvos of Iioul ^Vc'11oHloy’H )n oclamation in 1803, aud 
roroivod a poiiHiou of lEa, 800 a inoiilli iroin tho Liiitiuh Govorameiit. 

Ill s>-uN(r, Gianifin, Ooi-onm,. — Gcoiro Ilosaing was a luilf-casto 
'Dntohmaii, bniug a son of Oolouol Jolm lloasing by a “Nativo 
■woman.” But thoiigli Grant DnJf dofloriboa the mother in thoao 
torma, thorn is little doubt but that aho was a siator of Major 
Dorridou aud Madaino Poxrou, for KLinnor mentions that George 
XrosHing was the Genoral’s nopliow. IlosHing waa kno'^vn amongat 
the Nativofi ns Jonu Sititib, a corruxilion of his Ohristjau naino, which 
oaniiot boar cwnimriaon ivitli tho aouorons Jowruj ai>i)liod to Thomas. 
7'ho th'&t moutioii of Goorgo XIoHainglB iu 3708, -whou, in ooujmiotion 
with b’idolo i'iiozo, ho o'ixiortly otroctod tho capture of Ghatkay E.'io. 
(n IHOO, on tho rotiroincml of his father, ho snccoodcd to tho command 
of a bvigado of four hattalioua, ■which ho quickly iuoioasod to eight. 
I'ho next year ho uoooinxiatiiod yiiidhiii to Malwa, and on reaching 
tho Narbada ivas Hout forward to protoot TJjjaiu against a throatauod 
attack by ITolkar. Although it was in tho rainy soason, aud tho 
country iloodod wiih water, ICoasiug made an astonishingly rapid 
luaioh, arid arrived at tho oaxulal in Juno. Amir fChiin soon attacked 
him, and kept Jiiin in jday till ITolkar dofoalod Maolatyro and 
altomiitod to ropoat tho success against Brownrigg ; but being ro- 
[uxlhod by tho lattor officers, ho joined Amir IXliiin, and mado a con- 
cortod aaKault on llossing’s ontronohmonls oulsido tho walls of lljjaiu. 
ITflasing bohavod in a most cowardly manner, flying at an early 
period of tho action, and leaving his hoops to he annihilated, and his 
olflvfln. XSuropeftii offioors killod or wonnclod and taken prisoners. 
,Tust provioUB to the battio of XJjjam he had despatched four of his 
battalions to bis father at Agra, whither ho now made his way. Ho 
was soon called upon to march with those to assist in the war against 
Qoorgo Thomas, and it was through his lines that Jowi'iiJ JtMff out 
Ills way whou ho oscajiod to HAnsi. Aflor this Hossmg returned to 
Agra. Smith states that his four bottalious were taken over by Perron 
iu 18011, a'ud mado tho foundation of the Fifth Brigade, Hessing being 
jiromotod to tho command of tho Second, in succession to Robert 
Sutborland ; but ho did not hold the apjiomlinnnt long, for his fatlior 
died iu July, and ho was transfoiTed to the oommandantship of Agia. 
Ho was hoi'o ■tvlion General Lake oapiurod the fort, but not iu com- 
mand, for ho had. boon previously ilepoeed and oonfinod by his 
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imitinotis troops. At Ibo Insl. moment ho was put forward to nognti'ato 
terms for Iho garrison. Slriimor assorts that lio was “ too rich a man 
to dofomt tlio fort wo)l, and goon found moans to dissatisfy tho 
garrison,'' but tbis oiiiuiou tooras ill founded, lloseiug’s fortune was 
ostiinntod at five laWis of rupooa, boside.s mouoy iu tho Company’s 
funds. Aftnr bis Hurrondor iio retired to Oiiinsura for soiuo ibno, and 
eventually romovod to Calcutta, whoro bo died on tbo Otb of 
January, 182(), agod forty-four years. 

IIeshino, John, Colonel. — Coloiiol Ilcsaing was a uativo of TTollaiul, 
and was horn iu 1740. Ifo eaino to India iu 17ti4, and ontorod tbo 
sorvico of tbo Native |irinoos. After many ndvontnros, no rooords of 
which appear to osist, ho joined Do Boigno, ami oblaiiiod tho ooui- 
imuid of ouo of tho first two battalions tho Gtonoral raisod. llo was 
prosonb at tho battles of Lalhdt, Cbakaaua, Afp-a, and riitan, Al'tor 
the latlor ho (piarruUod with his coimuaudor and loft him. Boon iittor 
this he WHS spooifilly employed l»y Madhoji Sinilbiii to rniso a body, 
guard for that oliiof, and aceoiupauiod him to rooiuilt in I7i)2. By 
dogroos llossiug incroitsod liiH piarty to a small brigs, do of four batta- 
lions. In 1800 ill-healtij obliged him to resign his ooimnaud in favour 
of his sou Ooorgo, and, “ covorod with wounds roooivod in war,” tbo 
flno old Dutohinan rotirod to fill (ho post of Oommandiiulj of tho fort 
of Agra, lloro “ in his judicial capaoity ho ho tomporod justico with 
mercy, that ho was univorHally lovod and osloomoil, aud in llfm 
hoMourablo retroat passed the rcmaiuiug years of bis lifo, apondiug 
with liberality a wcll-oaniod fortimo.” TIo had many npportuuitioH 
of extending hospitality to BritishoIlicorH, who visitod A,gra for amusu- 
ment oi' euriosity. Bord Motcalfo, thou a young civilian and ABdistaut 
llosidont at Daulat llfio Bindbia’s camp, mot John Iloasing at Agra iu 
Mavoli, 1801, and llms dosoribofi tho inoidonl : — “ 1 broakfaslod Ijy 
invitation with tho Dutch Commandant, Oohmol J. IfoHfling. I found 
him with his son, who couuuandod iu tbo ongagoinout at Oojoiu, 
whoro Ilia battalions woro dufoatod; a Mr. MarHball, an Ilnglishaian, 
and two oliiorn, whoso namoH 1 Jjnvo not leiu'nt, Tho broakfafll 
oousislod of kedrieraa (rico and eggs), fish, game, fowls, ourry and rkio, 
BtewH, oranges, pears, pomogranatea, ogga, broad-aiid-biittor, oalcon of 
all kindfl, pancakoa, aud a uumbor of othor dislios whiolr have oacapod 
myrocollootion— amongHt othors f have forgollou to omimorato ohooao. 
Tbo Dittobmau was as polite as a Dutchman could bo, aud very woll 
moaning, T am certain. On tbo foUowiug day T broakfaslod and dinod 
with him again.” 

Jglm Hessing died on tbo Slot of July, 1808, agocl sixty- tbroo years, of 
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wliioli fJiU'ty-Bovoii hnil Imoii mtontiM im aflvonturar in military sorvica 
jji 1 iniia. li'rojM Houxo jiftsBiigon in KJuuuor’B “ Memoirs ” it a])poars tlio 
Ooioiiol wiiH i'utlior-in-law to Jlnboi't SnfcJiorlftutl, ami it sooxiis ooi-taiii 
that his wil’o way a bihlut of Miidiimo t’orrou, Smilli dosoribes J olm 
lL(ssMiug ivH “ ft ;,oiocl, bonovolciit luim aud a bravo soklior.” A boau- 
til'nl luansoloxim was oroctod to bis inomoiy in Lbo Catholic burial 
f'rouiul at Aura. It wan <lObigiiod in iimtation of tho G'aj, and coat a 
lakh of I'upouf! 1 

Mopkjnh, OAP'rAiN. — Captain lJopkinn was tho son of a field olBoor 
in tho I limouraldo Company’s sorvieo, and one of Clooi-ga Thomas’s 
oflloorB, lio was an oxtroinoly gallaut man, greatly bolovod by hia 
eluof, whom ho aocoiupaniod in tho invasion of llio Sutlej Btatos, 
whore ho was twice wounded whilst gallantly storming Native forte, 
llo mot hia doatir at the battle of Goovgugarh. 'L’lioinas was deeply 
alloeted by Iuh Iobn, and time rofora to him in hia memoirs : — “ Tho 
lirtnnoHB of his behaviour during tho whole period of his sorvioo, as 
•well aa tlxo manly roaigiiation whioli ho oxhibitod at tho cloee of life, 
utaiups ills eliaraotor as tliat of an amiablo man and a bravo and 
gallant Holdiar." And Skimior gives it aa his opinion that, "had 
Tlioinaa poHsossod auotlioi’ o/licor like Captain Hopkins, lio would 
have gained tho day at Goorgsgarh.” Iloixldus’s battalion was tho 
only ono that romalnod faithful to Thomas to tiro last. VVhon Thomas 
roliroit into JJritish territory, after Ids snrroiitlor at Ilansi, he sent a 
prosoiit of fla. 3,0(10 to IIojxMus’h sistor, wiio had just boon loft an 
orphan by tho doatli of lier father, with a piromiso that if tliia sum 
was not thought onough, ho would oxtond further benovolonoe to her 
out of his ruined fortunes. 

LBa&ffi, Thomas. — TJio iramo of “ Tom Hoggo ’’ has boon rasoued 
from oblivion by tho graphio pen of Coloned Tod, the author of “ The 
Aimala of llaj’astharr,’’ and from a contribution of his to the Asiado 
Journal tho following partioulars aro exoorptod : — Legga was a native 
of Danagadofl, in tho north of Ireland, his father being a sbipownor 
in a small way, and ongagod, in tho omigrant-oarrying trade to 
Ainorioa. Tom Iiogga was vory wild in Ida youth, and, rejecting all 
his fatlier's oilers to sstabiish him in a respectable calling, raxi away 
from homo and shipped on hoard tho Swallow, sloop of wftr, bound 
for Madras, Arrived in India, his vagrant prinoipla assertad itself, 
and, doserliug hia ship, he tramped his woy to Haidarftbad, in Sind, 
Mipporling himself by bogging. This must have been about tho year 
1770. He stayed in the lower Iirdns districts for five or sis years. 
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and thou pvoOGoded to Miiltau, tiud iroiii Uioiioo tliroiifih tho dosoi't to 
Jaijair. Aftoi- a hliort roBidoiioo iu llajjmtnmi ho oulorcd tho ac'rvioo 
of tho Ji'bt Buna of Gohad, boiiif; appointoil to a pent in Saiifj.stor’a 
001 pH. h'rom llda offioov Iji'ggo loarnt tho art of oiistiug cannon and 
■whatever holongod to thoii' iiiiiiiagoiiiout, and with tiio poBnoRtiiou of 
this knowledge, and tho revival of tho oiTant x'ririoiplu wilhin liim, 
ho resaunod iiis trav^elK. Ifiddiiig farowoii to Sangster, lio iitoored liiH 
eonrao to Jfalinl, where Ida talent.s gained him a situatiou on a jiay of 
threo rii])OGH a day. Hero lie roniaiiiod aoino yeara, rocoiving vory 
kind troainicnt, ainl rondoring luiusolf so nsoful tliat, when lie dosivod to 
leave, lie -was oldigod to oacapo by BleaUh. Join iioying north, ho croHsod 
thu Hindu Kunli and ontorod Badakalian, and waa ho well roeoived 
that lie stayed thoro fora coiiHidorahlo linio aiulooutractod a loft-hiindod 
jnarriiigo. On gnitting tliis country ho wont to Jiofduiva, wiiero Iio 
osoroiHod ids art foi’ souio time, and thoro, ari oIhowIioi'o, Ilia only 
diffievdty wan to got away. ITn aflorwarda visilod ilorat, and Kan- 
dahar, and in this inotlo of hfo spout Iwouty yuai'ti, Hurviiig ahuofit 
every pQ-^vor between tho tndus and tho Cafliiian. At length, tired of 
this uQinad oxlfitoneo, ho sot out for .Taipur, wlioro ho dotenuiuod to 
sotllo down for tho rest of his days. Jloro ho niarrieil a danghtor of 
Dr. do Silva, a gratulRon of tho colohralod .Kavior do Silva, whom tho 
King of Portugal sent out to assist tho astronomical stndios of Jai Singh, 
tha prinoo wlio founded Jaipur. This alliance obtained for Doggo 
tho command of a Najib battalion in tbo Jaipur army, but hit) ih’Ht 
sorvioo with it proved his last, for in ntoiniiug tho stroughold of a 
rofrflotory chief Ire rocoivod two wouuds. It was shortly after IhiB 
tliat ho oamo to Colouol Tod’s camp to ohlain modioal aHHistaneo. 
“ I was poked down -willi a piko, aud shot througli my ilugh, and iVo 
como to your honour's camp to got curod, for they can inako no hand 
at it at Jaipur,” was his oxplauation of iiis apponranoo, ami tho 
spoooli was iuteriuiuglod with foroililo aud palriotio (ixprosHions of .joy 
at sooiug tiro BritiHh flag waving in front of tlio Oolotud'H ton!,, tlis 
stay iwro oxtoiided for some inontlm, during wliiell Oolonol Tod hom'd 
all tho inojdonta of his advontiirous life, aud reoordH ibo ploaHuro lio 
folt “ in listoning to tho variogatod history of tlua singular being, who 
had rolainod, amidst tlioso strange vioissltudos, an artlefisuess of 
maniior and goodiioss of heart whicli -rvero displayed in many nolablo 
instances during iris abode of soino moiitbs iu our camp.” Bogge was 
in many 'ways an eccentric aud eosmopolitau oliaraotor. He praetisod 
the healing art, alchemy, anil divinatiou, Ifo was vory honovohmt, 
and his accurate memory had mastered and rotainod an oxtraordlnary 
stock of wild Central Asian legends, whioh ho used willingly to retail 
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lo any ono wlui wnuld HhIou (.o him. llo Mitl'cvdii IVoiu a iloluaion 
Ihiil, (lurin'’ Iiifi w,'m(l(’riiij;u lie 1i«il di/icovurcd Uui Oflxdou of (Idoti. 
'I'ho road wliicdi hid to it. wna (lii'i)iif;li n, muidiouH luid dark ciivorn, luul 
iwi iini'ol will) Jlamin;' \vin;',i {juiirilad i(« (iid,riuion. Jloiiji duwu in 
tJio Jioai'l, (if II, jiKiiiiitaii) wan iiiliifthul h )i(iinilirul ('urihui, iilloil 
with diiliriouii (ruil, with jiihiii oC (johl hvinka at onii ciiid. Mid of (lilvor 
at Lhd othor, and vai'loiiH oUu’i- marvclii. 'I'ho hu'iition of thin imagi- 
niiry n))ot wail in Iho Hindu Khii. AmdJior iilriUiiiff and iirainonwthy 
(‘harac'toi'iatio of 'foin Loggd’n wait liii. mvorotioo for tho Itililo, a copy 
of whifili lui (iiivriful ahunl, with him in all hit) travoln and wandoringn. 
Tho doctor who attondod 'I'oin Jio/'gn wan a Hcololinian, and although 
Ilia ]iatioudn lirogiio omild not ho minfcakon, thnro wan blcndod with it 
a atrong Hc.olch inioonljand tho doctor fanoioil ho roeogruncd a country- 
man. “At thin 'Toni’a mock apirit took fire; l,ho r/mte/v inrolvod a 
dmildo insult, to hin cmiuti’y and to Inn vunicity, and ho oxclaimod with 
warmth, ‘ You may tiiko mo lor a fcipiiniiu'd or a rortiigofia, or what 
yon air, Imt 1 loll yon nothhig Imt tho truth, your honour, when 
I Hay I’m an IriHlunau.’ Oolonol 'J'od iiiahnitly poured th(3 oil of 
filadnoim on hin wounded Bjiirit by iiaying ho did not doubt hiw word, 
hut that tho doctor wiui a Soolohinan, and wMicd to Icnow whothor, 
from Ilia acaont, ho might not claim 'Torn aH a folio w-eoimlryman. 
T'oiu'h oouulonaiico hrighlouod aa ho rejoined, witli a tone and oxpros- 
sion which could only oumo from a gouuiuo hou of Erin, ‘ Bure, an’ waa 
not nw mother a Macikiutoah I* ’ ’’ 

'i'om’a wound did not hoal, and ho folt himself alowly wasting away. 

“ I do not foar cloatli, your honour,” ho said to Colonel Tod, ‘‘ and 
cmihl T got my life written and my hoy sent to Caloulta X should die 
oontontod." At length lio oxprouKod. a doairo to rotimi to Jaipur, and 
ovorything nooosaary was provided him ; hut ho had. not long quittocl 
tlio Damp boforo despair overtook him, and, thi-owing away his clothes, 
ho took nil his post iu a dosorted tomh and proclaimed himself a 
Fnikir. .fn this oemdilion lie was disoovorod by tho wife of Sindhia’s 
0-ouoral, Joan Baptiste MIoko. Sho aolod tho good Samai’ltan towards 
him, hut it was too lato, and iwor 'Tom Loggo died shortly afterwards 
in tho yoar 1808. Alas I tho pity of it that his hook was never written. 
Literaturo might have boon tho richer by another work liko “,Toni 
Ooryat’s Oruditioa.” 

Ln Maiwiiant, OAri’AiN [also written Lo MarohandJ.—Oaplain Lo 
Marohant was a Erenchman, and ontored Be Boigno’s soi'vico about 
the year I70‘i. In 1704 ho had rison lo the rank of captain, and was 
drawing liOO a inontti pay. T'orn years later J?erron appointed him 
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“Prerocli” of Dollii, luul tlioro, in command of Iwo baUalioiiR, ho 
faithfully disoliai’gccl Lho triiht x-oiioHcd in him, and proved luiubolf an 
aolivo aud diligout officer. Ho died in Novombor, 1739, and liiH xvidow 
asBiuiiod the counniind of his haLtalions, and I'ofuaod l,o sinrundor 
ilioiu to a EiuecQBsor. In March, JHOO, a Native was appointed to the 
piost, but tho B])iL'it(!d widow doclinod to rocogniao his authority, and 
I’oiTou was oldigod to bend limiliuB foil's yniith to dislodgo tho dorinul 
lady, hlia had taken up a strong position, and fortiliod it with lour 
gnus, but deBpila licr gallant robistaiico sho was ovontually compollud 
to BUiTondor, aftor having hold her late hunhand'a ap)Knutniout for four 
months. 'I'jio custom of a widow huccoodiug to tho coniniaiid and 
omolmuouts onjoyod by her Imsband was not an nuoomuiou one in 
India. Tho oxamplo of lho JJogiuu Honini naturally huggosta itsolf, 
bnt othoivs can bo addncod an illibslraliug thin sonicwhat singular syutoin 
of hUOcc.sHiou. There wan in 1700 in the roshwa’ri Borvico a coqia 
ouxnmauded by a Nuropoaix iiauiod Yvon, on wboso death lui hhigUsh- 
mtm named Itohiuaon was ai>poinlod to auccood him. iUit Mrs. Yvon 
immodiatoly InuTiod to Jlhai'wai', whtu'o tho col'ps waH stationed, 
deposed IlobiuHon, oani.od him to lio imprisoned, and aswinnod the 
oomiuaud horsolf. AnoOhor instance occurred in tho horvioe of Haidar 
All of Mysore. A Portugono ollioor named IVIccjuinen, wlio had on 
one oooaaiou rondorod signal Borvico to tho prince, was slain in a battle 
with the Marathiis. Haidar Ali ixumodiately oouforred tlio command 
of hiH battalion upon tho xvidow, Madamo Mccpuncjj, and invostod 
lior with tho rank of ooJonol, wliioh ahe wan to enjoy until hor son 
hocatno old onongh for tho post. This lady accompanied tho regiment 
every whore ; its ooloura wore oarriod to her house, and bIio had a 
px'ivalo sentinel at lior door. Idho x-ocoivod the pay of tho force, and 
oaueod it to ho disti'ihntod, and lho doductlons made from it, in hor 
own pirosonco. 'Whon tho rogimoixt was drilled and paraded she 
inspected it Ixorsolf, but in Ihno of war hor SBOcmil in oouniuind led it 
into action. Her fate was rather a Inuvxiliatiug one. Sho married a 
“mongrol Tortugeso eorgoaul ” ; wlioroupon Haidar Ali roduood hor 
to a sergeant’s rank and pxay, booaufio, by hor own voluntary action, 
sho had degraded horsolf I 

IiESTiNKAU, Monbieuxi [aluo written Loatonoau]. — JLicfitinoau was a 
Pronohinau, and eomnxaxided a regular cox’p.s in the ttogvioo of Banjit 
Singh, lho Biijah of tho Jiils, ahoxxt tho year 17BB. Aftor tho defeat of 
Lalsot, Madhojl Sindliia Giitorod into an allianoo with Banjil Singh, 
and thus it liapponod that Btousienr Lostinoim’H corps actod with tlio 
MaiAthiis in tho battles of CJhakfifiua and Agra. In tho forixxor his 
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ti'oopa woro stationod on tlio right wing, and shnvod with Do Boigne’s 
two battalions the barren hononrs of the day, and after maldng a 
Htannoh and gallant resistanoo, wore forced to retire owing to the 
dosortion of tlio Marilthi'i cavalry. Lestineati and his corps aocom- 
paniod the Marfithia to DeUii after the victory of Agra, and he was 
dotaoliod to assist in the pursnit of GhulAm Kadir, who had fled to 
Moerut. When GhnlAm was captured, his saddlo-bags, stuffed with 
the jewels which tho naisereant had looted from the Emperor’s palaoe, 
foil into Lestinoaii’a hands, who with those, and the pay of his 

battalion, absconded shortly after his return to tho oapital. He 

Tonehod British territory in safety, and oventnally found his way to 
Europe, with his ill-gotten wealth. 

Df. Vahsoult, Colonel [spelt also Le Vnssou, Le Vaisseau, Le 
Vaiaaonux, Lo Vniasaux, Lo Vassoo]. — Lo Vaflsonlt— assuming this to 
bo tho proper orthography of his name — was a Frenchman, and a 
person of talent, good birth, and pride of oharaolor. He entered tho 
Bogum Somrn’a corps, and after rendering his mistress essential sor- 
vioo in tho managomont of hor artillery, was promoted to the command 
of it in 1790. Two years later, in order to obtain complete control of 
hor party, ho mairied the Bogum. He always felt a profound con- 
tempt for the ofl’ioers in tho foroe, and rofused to sit at meals with 

llioni, treating them in a haughty manner, and attempting to reform 
tho oharaotor of tho troops with storn severity. This speedily led to 
a mutiny, and Lo Vassoult lost his life under ciroumstances which 
will bo found fully related under tho heading of “ Sombre." 

Luoan, OAra'AiN [also spelt Luocan].— Captain Luoan was an Irish- 
man, and an officer in Porron's army. When tho wor of 1803 
oeouired, ho availed himself of tho Govornor-Genoral’s proclamation, 
and loft Sindhia's sorvioo. At tho storm of Aligarh ho volunteered to 
show Lord Lako's troops tho way lo tho gate, and the Oommander-in- 
eliief mentions him in the following terms in his despatch of the 4th 
of Soptombor, 1803, annouuoing the capture of the fortress ; — " I feel I 
shall bo wanting in justice to the merits of Mr. Luoan, a native of Great 
Britain, who recently quitted the service of Sindhia to avoid serving 
against his country, woro I not to recommend him to your Lordship's 
particular attention. Ho gallantly undertook to lead Colonel Monson’s 
storming party to the gate, and point out the road through the fort, 
which he effected in a most gallant manner, and Colonel Monson has 
reported having reoeived inhuito benefit from his servioe." Luoan 
was rewarded with a oommission in the 74th Regiment, and a donation 
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of KH.y'l.ono — “ for Ulo job," n.R Kkiimor HOinowliat diKparagiugly pxxtR 
if. Goncral Lako iiioulionB Lirran again iix liia dorgmich of llio KUh 
of Ootobor following ; — " To Mr. Imciiu’n iiiformafion and oxorlionH on 
fliiH (KiciiBiou [Uio liiiftlo bulbro Agra] an woil as on ovory othor, I 
fool inyfiolf rory iruicli inilobfod.’’ Bnltsognonfly Oaplain, or na lio 
onghf porhapH fo bo caUoil, riiontonant Ijileaix wan igipointod to flui 
ooiumand of a largo body of irrognlar cavalry, and affachod fo tlio 
foi'OQ iindor Colonol Mojisoii, wbich was oiiiployod in kooping tlolkar 
ill cliook. Mormon mol, witb a disaBlroiia dof'oaf affor a Bliorfc 
campaign in Ilolkar’s lorrilory, and Ijiioan wiiH dutachoil fo pro- 
loot Ilia roar. Wlion llio IroopiH woro loaviug llanipdra lio iniglil 
liavo Bnvod IdmaoH'if Iio liad vofroalod dirocfly .ranwanf Itao’H advance’ 
guard oamo iu aighf, lliit ho doairod to win a natno for bimaolf, and 
tluniglit lio niight do bo by making a brilliant clnirgo lioforo fidliiig 
buck. ITo wan doaovLed by moat of liia mon, and Hoon Hurrouudnd by 
ITolkar’a boat cavab'y, and after nimtaining a gallaut light, in which 
his fow liufliful troopa woro cut to piioooa, ho was woniidod and lakon 
prisonor. IIo waa oonlinod at ICofcah, anil idiortly aftorwarda died, 
according fo varionti ncoonnta, by )ioiBon, by torture, or from tlio 
afl'ocls of bid wouudfl. In tlio “ fiifo of Amir Klian," by lihoaawan La], 
it is mado to appear that Inioan fell in liaiul-lo-hand ooiifliot with 
Ilolkar hiuiaoU', and tlio apocryprluil exploit in ooiiimomoratod by 
nomo Persian vorsoa, of wliioh Prinsop given tlio following motrioal 
translation - 


“ The Maharaj iit Lurim flow. 

As swoops thu falcon on its proy, 

Ilis wati;r-t'innporod blailo ho drew 
And Btrooms of gUBliiiig blood fmmd way ! 

The brokou liosl, took flight and fled, 

Iloalli wiiH iimoiig thoiii frooly deal!, 
iSopoya and soldiers, liliuik and white, 

The sword’s keen edge iu iilunty full. 

A Raging I.ion, Joswttut Biio, 

Ciimo upon bncini, brave and bold. 

And striking at his neck ouo blow, 

His head uiiou the groou award rolled. 

The array saw their loactor’a fata 
And forthwith in confusion tui'nod ; 

Such tlio roward of tlioae, whoso hnto, 

Jjiko tiucan’a agoiust Ilolkar burnod.” 
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Tt is, perhaps, as well to mection that, doBpite .these oirouruBtantial 
and gory details, the above inoidonl is purely imagiuary. 


MaoIn'i VBE, CArTAiN. — Nettling is known of this adventurer, except 
that ,ho was an olhcor in Ilessing’s or liHlozo’s brigades, and was 
(letnehod by Sindhia in June, 1801, to support the former at Ujjain 
with two battalions. He was out off by Jaswant Eao Holkav n,t 
Ni'u’i, twenty-sovou miles distant from the capiital, and compelled to 
siUTondor. 


MaoKrnziij, Lieutenant. — Lioutenant MaoKonzio wag an officer 
oonuuandiiig a battalion in Porron’s Third Brigade under Bourguien. 
ITo was proHont during ilio campaign against Thomas, and behaved 
with gallantry at the final assault on IL'insi, whore ho was wounded. 


Madoo, Ooi.oNisu [spelt also Mddoc]. — Next to Sombre's, Madoc's 
was the oldest “party” in Hindustan, Madoc was an illiterate and 
ignorant h'ronchmau, who had formerly been a privato in the 'Prenoh 
army in Snuthorn India, from which ho dosortod in 1774, and found 
his way to Dolin', where ho outored the Boiwico of Najaf Klniu, for 
whom ho raised a oorjia of live battalions of infantry, COO cavalry, and 
aO guns. Ho gathered aroimd him several very respootablo and com- 
potont ollioors, amongst whom woro the Count do Moidavi’o and the 
Chovaliors Dudronoo and Orossy. Colonel Malloson slatos that Madoo 
oonimouccd his oaroor as oarly as 17S7, and that ho was one of Sombro’s 
oflioora, and served at tho battio of Bnxar. He was a gallant man, but 
ilefioiont in military knowledge, and with more enterprise and bravery 
than prudonoo and soioiioo, and bis battalions gonei-ally failed in thoir 
attaokfl from tho rash impetuosity of their commander. After leaving 
Najaf Khfm’s Borvioe, Madoc entered that of Uio Iltaa of Gohad in 
1770, and a littlo lator e-xperioueed a disastrous defeat in the defiles 
of Biana in tbo Mfiwatti district, where his force was attaokod by a 
largo band of Kohillas, during a hoavy storm of rain, and annihilated, 
twelve of his Huropean ofiioers being killed, and all his guns aud 
baggage captured. Madoo escaped by flight, and found reiugo at 
Fatobpur, from whoneo ho repaired to Agra, and set to work to oast 
now guns and raise and discipline another corps. 'When it was ready 
for aorvico, by a spooios of transaction not uncommon in those days, 
ho sold it to iho Efma of Qohad in 1782, and its oommaud devolved 
on Major Sangstor. Madoo, having realisod a small forlime, retired 
to Eui’opo, whoro he was not long aftorwards killed in a duel. 
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of -Ra. 24,000—“ for tlio job," m Skiiiiior somewhat disparasingly puls 
it. Gonaral Lake ineiiUom Lucan again in hia tlofliJatoii of tho 10th 
of Octolior following : — “ To Mr. Lticau’s iiiforimitiou iiiid oxortionn ou 
this ocotiRion [tho battle bofoi-o Agra] as wnll as on every other, 1 
fool mysolf very nmeh iiulobtod.” tjubHOiinontly Claptain, or ns he 
ought jiorhaps to bo called, Lioutonaut Jaioaii was ajipoiutod to the 
command of a largo body of irregular cavalry, and attacliod to llu^ 
force under Colonel Mormon, which was omployed in koo])ing llolkar 
in chock. Monson mot willi a disasti'onH dofciit aftor a flliort 
oampaigrr in Ilolkar's territory, aird Lucan was detached to pro. 
toot hia roar. ‘Whorr tho Iroopa wore leaving llainpi'ira ho might 
have saved Iiiinsolf if ho had retreated diroctl.y JaRwant llao’H advairce 
guard oaino in Right. Ihit he de.sirod to win a name for himself, and 
thought ho might do bo hy making a brilliant ohargo before falling 
back. Tic was dosortod by most of hiH men, and soon aiuToundod by 
Ilolkar’s best oavali'y, and after imstaining a gallant Jigbt, in which 
his few faithful troops wore cut to pioooH, ho was wouiuled ami taken 
prisoner. Ifo waa confined at Kotah, and sliorlly afterwards died, 
according to various acoounte, by pioison, by torture, or from tho 
offoolB of his wounds. .In tho “ Lifo of A.inir Khan,” liy LSliosawan fial, 
it is made to appear that Lucan fell in hinul-to-liaml conlliot with 
Holkar himself, and tho apocryphal exploit Ih oommomoratnd hy 
some I’oi’flinn vorsea, of ivhicli PrinHop givoa tlio following motrioal 
translation ; — 


“ Tlui Maliai'Bj at l.uciiu How, 

As Hwoeiis Uie Ealcou ou its prey, 

Itis watoi'-l oiupored lilade lie drew 
And stronmn of gushing hlood found way ! 


The lirohoH host took lllght and find, 
Bondh was nniong thoin fruoly dmdl, 
yepoys ami Holdiora, lilaclc ami white, 
Tho sword’s Icooii odgo iu ]i]onty felt. 

A Uagiiig Lion, .Toswimt Jtfio, 

Oamo upon Iiucau, Iiravo and hold, 
And striking at Ids nook ono blow, 

Ilis head upon tho greon award lollod. 

Tho luiTiy saw tlioiv laador’s fate 
And forthwith in oonf usion tuvnud ; 
Such tlui reward ol Ihoso, whose hate, 
Lika Lucan’s against llolkar bnniod.” 
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It ia, povhapa, aa well to montion that, dospits .these oil'oumstantial 
ami gory details, the above incident ia imvely imaginary. 


MaoIn'i Yi^E, CAriAiN. — Nothing is known of this adventurer, except 
tliat .lie wag an olliocr in Ilossing’s or HiloKe’s brigades, and was 
detacliod by Sindbia in Juno, 1801, to Bupporl the former at Ujjain 
with two battalions. Ho was out off by Jaswnnt Eao Holkar at 
Ndri, twonly-sovon miles distant from tho capital, and compelled to 
niu'rondor. 

Mackenzie, Lieutenant. — Lioulennnt MacKenzio was an oflioer 
eoinmaiiding a battalion in, Porron’s Third Brigade under Bourgniou. 
lie was proBQnt during the campaign against Thomas, and hslv.wod 
with gallantry at tho final assault on Ilansi, wlioro ho was wonudod. 

Maboo, Oqi.onui, [spoil also Modoc]. — Next to Sombre’s, Madoo’s 
was tho oldost “ party ” in Hindustan. Madoo was an illiterate and 
ignorant li'ronchman, wlio had formerly boon a private in tho Krenoh 
army in Southern India, from which ho dosortod in 1774, and found 
his way to Dolhi, whore lie entorod tho servlco of Najaf Khan, for 
whom ho raised a corps of five battalions of infantry, 600 cavalry, and 
*20 guns. Ho gatliorod around him sovoral very rospootable and com- 
potont oflicors, amongst whom wore the Count de Moidavi'o and the 
Ohovaliora Hudronco and Cressy. Colonel Mallesou states that Madoo 
oommonood his oarcor as oaiiy as 1757, and that ho was one of Sombro’s 
oilioorH, and served at tlio battle of Buxar. He was a gallant man, but 
dotloiout in military knowlodgo, and with more entorpvise and bravery 
tliau prudeuoo and seionc 0 ,'and his battalions generally failed in thoir 
atlaokfi from tho rash impotaosity of thoir commander. After leaving 
Najaf Khan's service, Madoo ontorod that of tho Biina of Gohad in 
1770, and a littlo later oxporienoed a disastrous defeat in the defiles 
of Biaua in tho Mdiwatti district, whore his foroo was attaokod by a 
largo band of Eohillas, during a heavy storm of rain, and annihilated, 
Iwolvo of his Huropean ofiioers being killed, and all his guns and 
baggago capturod. Madoo escaped by flight, and found rofugo at 
Patahpur, from whence ho ropairod to Agra, and sot to work to oast 
now gnns and raise and discipline another corps. Whon it was ready 
for sorvieo, by a species of transaction not uncommon in those days, 
ho sold it to tho liana of Goliad in 1782, and its command devolved 
on Major Bangalor. Madoo, having realised a small fortune, rotired 
to Envopo, whoro bo was not long afterwards klllod in a dual. 
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Mahsiiat,!., jAMJiH, -Oai’tain. — Oftptaiu Marnhall wtiB a Hootolunaii, 
aiul a gonliloman of good family and odncalion. llo l)ogan iifo as a 
uudBliiiijuiiu in tlic Oompaiiy’H navy, bid iu a apiril, of advoidnro Iiift 
Iho &6a, and look sorvico willi Uiu Nalivo piinooH, oblaining Iho 
coirnnand of a batlaliou in JfPBFiiug’s corps. llo is spokou of by a 
contoinporary as a bravo Holdior, an iutolligont oflloor, and a man of 
lilioral Ronlimonte and amiablo jnannnrK. Lilllo is known of liis acUvo 
oni'oer in Sindliia’s Borvioo, oxcopl Uial ho was ouo of Iho ollicort. who 
was confined by iho rovoUod troops at Agra in t80f), and it is probalilo 
ho was ongagod in Uio war agaiiml Ooorgo 'I'honulH. Having snr- 
rouderod to Oonoral Lake in lorina of Iho (lovoruoi’-tJonoral’o pi'Ciela- 
mation, ho waa awarded a ponsion of lt«. fiOi) a jnonlJi by tlio Jlritisli 
Qovormnonl, and Hhnrtly aflorwarda appoiulod to Iho cnnnuand of 
Homo nowly-raiKod lovios, and aonl to koop order in Iho Uaridua 
diatrict. Ho wus idiot through tiro hoarl nhont llio year IHD t, whilfil 
gallantly alorming a town, in tho disohargo of hiR duly lo Inn JCing and 
oounlry. “ Such charaotora aro rarely noon," wrilcn liowia li’ordiiuvnd 
Bmilh. “ I Jenow him long, and lio was ostooniod and roopoek'd by all 
who wort) aoiiuaiutod with hiH many oxcolhml and atuiahlo qnalitios. 
Ifo was oul off in Iho lloworof In's lUb. Ah ho rncoivod tho fatal hullot, 
ho graHpod tho hand of Iuh frioud, Caxdain llarrioll, nmilod at him, 
and dropxiad hack dead.” 

MAua’iNJ!, CnAunK, aiiNnuAi. [also written Ohmd Marlin]. — Olaudo 
Martino was a Fronohman. TIo waa horn in Iho year t7!i2 at Lyonti, 
whoro his father carried on tho husinooH of a ailk niai lufaolm'or, i t waa 
intoudod that lio should follow tho aanio calling, hnt hiii advonturouH 
spirit would not auhmit to bo lamo a caroov, and running away from 
homo at an oarly ago, ho mdisted in tho h’roiioh army, llo soon dis* 
tingnishod himBolf liy his activity and onorgy, and waa advauood from 
an iiifaulry to a cavalry ragiinont. In 17r)7 tho Count do fially waa 
appointed to tho govornmonl of Poniliohorry, and roquiring volnutooi's 
for hia hodygnarcl, Martino made iixiplioatiou to ho ouroUod, and waw 
aocopled. Accompanying Lally lo India, ho arrivod thoro in 17CH, 
but had not boon long in tho country before ho hogau to oxx>orionco 
troublo. Lally’fl idoas of diseipliuo woro inordinaloly aovoro, and his 
hohavionr and mannorB toward his siihordinatos luu'Hh and tyrannical. 
His troatmont might havo boon nooosfiary, for a largo of Iuh 

bodyguard had boon rooruitod from military criminals and dosortoi’s 
under sentonoo, who woro drafted into it as a puniuhraeiit, Brrt Lally's 
Btornnosa had tho ofCoot of inoj’oasing rather than climiniBliing the in- 
eubordinatlon, and when, a little lator, Oooto advauood and hud siogo 
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to Pontlioliorry, tbo Avbolo of tho Governor’s bodygiicard deserted en 
masse to tbo Eiiglisb, by wliora tlioy wore well rooaived. Ou the 
rolnrii of the Britiali troops to Miidras, Martino volunteered to raiso a 
corps of French obaaaenrs from amongst tbo prisoners of war, for 
aorvioe undor tbo Coinpany’s flag. His proposal was entertained, and 
bo roeoivod a eommiasion ns onsign. Shortly afterwards bo was 
ordorod to Bengal with bis corps, but, during tbs voyage, the ship in 
wbiob bo sailed sprang a leiili, and it was only with the greatest diffl- 
oulty that be saved bis men iu the boats, and eventually landed tliem 
safely in Calcutta. In due course bo was promoted to the rank of 
captain, but in 1704 his men mutinied, nolwilbstanding his exertions 
to keep them faithful, and tbo corps was broken up. Martine's oonduot 
on tins oeoasiou was greatly commended by tbo airiborities, and, being 
an able drauglitsinan, bo was rowiwdod by an appointmont in the 
iiorlb-oaBtern diatriots of Bengal, where ho was sent to survey tbo 
country. His work was so satisfactory that, on its completion, a 
similar appointmont was found for Mm in the province of Oudh. 

This was tbo turning-point iu bis career, which bad liitberto been 
more eventful than profitable. Having fixed bis headquarters at 
ljuokuow, be employed bis leisure in exorcising bis ingonnity in 
soYorai branobos of meolianios, and, amongst other things, manufac- 
tured “ tbo first balloons that ever floated in the air of Asia.” This 
brought him under tbo notice of tho Nawab, who oouooivod so high an 
opinion of bis abilities, anil especially bis skill in gunnery, that ho 
solicited permission from the Bengal Government for Martino’s sor- 
viooB to be transferred to him, and this being granted, the adventurer 
was appointed superintendent of Ibo Hawaii’s park of artillery and 
arsenal. 

Martino did not uoglool tbo opportunities thus opened out to him, 
and Kpoodily ingratiated himself with his now master, whoso oon- 
fidoutinl advisor ho booamo, In tbo many political changes that took 
place in Ondb during tbo next twenty years the Fronebman always 
contrived to remain on tho right side, making himself iudisponsablo 
ill nogoliatious between the HawAb and tho Company. At tho same 
lime ho was oareful not to push himself forward into public notice, 
proforriug to remain the power behind tho throne ; and although he 
Boldom apjioarod at Harbar, ho had more real influence than the 
NawAb’s ministers iu shaping the course of events. 

Marline’s salary was lar-goly increasod, and he enjoyed, in addition, 
exlonsivc sources of omolnmont, such as were always open to men in 
positions of confidence in the Nativo courts. He became the rocog- 
uisod ohaimol for politious from all who desired any favour from tho 
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Govornmoul, and iu tiliia oaimcity onorinmw briboa and iivosouls of 
groat valuo roriiul Uioir way into liia hands. Ito oducatod tlio Nawiib 
into au (iiiiii'ociatiou of Uio yvodiicts of b’lurnx'o, and thon actud hb bin 
agoiit in xu'ooni'ing thorn, llo ostabliahod oxtonsivo crodita with tho 
Native baukovB, and so obtained a largo sharo iu tho X)i'olltal)lo i)ublio 
loans inado to hie inastor. finally hw x)OHUlon at Court waa oatoomod 
BO Boenro that, iu a country distracted by war and intoriud troubloa, 
ho soon bocame a sort of “ aafo doijosit ” for tho vahmblos of tho 
Nawub’s subjeotB, charging a cominiflsion of 12 xior cent, for tho 
custody of avticlos oommittod to his caro. By tlioBO and Himilar 
inothoda ho acquired au imiuonso fortuno during Iris long rosidoneo at 
Luolcuow. 

Martino’s xdoasiiro in life soouia to have boon limited to tho luoro 
aooumulaliou of riches, for ho dorived none from H]ionding them. 
Iu his peculiar way ho was suilioiontly hoflidtablo, but hiH lablo was 
not oaloulated to attract gnoats, oithor by tho olognneo of tho oiilur- 
taiuiiiGiit or tiro geniality of tho host. Of his jjrivato hnnnty during 
his life vory fow instanooa nro rocordod, though it is known that I'rom 
lime to tinio ho assisted his family at Byous. 'J’ho j)riuoipal ohjoot of 
his auihition or vanity soerus to have hoon tho ailaimuont of military 
rank, a fact the trnth of which is omphaKisod by tho opitaph ho wrote 
for his own tomb. During tlio time ho rosidnd at Lucknow hifi pro- 
luotiou iu tho Oomi)auy’fl aorvico continued ; for allhongh ho 
rolinquiahod his pay and allowanooa, ho rotainod hiw conimir.hion. 
Ill 1790, at tho oomnioiicouiput of tho first war with Tijni fciultan, ho 
proseutod tho Company with a numhor of lino horsofl to mount a 
troop of cavalry, and iu return was ganottod to the ranli of colonel, 
thus aohioving tho object for which tho gift was made. Bix yearn 
Inter, when tho Oompany’s oflicors roooivod brevet rank from tlio 
King, Martino's namo was includod iu the Gafietic, and to his iiitinito 
satisfaction ho hoeamo a mnjor-gonoral. Lord Teigiunouth dosciribod 
him in 1797 as a man of mucJi ponotratioii and observation, whoso 
languago would ho ologant if it oorrospondod with his ideas ; but ho 
talked very brokon English, interlarding every soutenco with “ What 
do you call it ? ’’ — “ Do you boo V " 

Amongst tho most romarkahle points connected with Marline was 
hie honSQ at Lucknow, which was a feastollatod odilloo built on tho banks 
of the llivor Gumti, and designed for clofenoo if nooosaary, it was 
conabruolod strictly on hygienic principles, for it oontainod a series of 
rooiuB-~or flats, as wo should call thoixi in thoao modorn days — 
adapted to tho varying lomporaturo of tho different seasons of tho 
year. Thus in the hot soasou ho resided in a subiorranoau suite of 
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ehfuiibora, wliioh were ahvayti cool and slioltorod from the deroo glare 
and heat outsitlQ. When the rainy season came on, he ascended to an 
irppor story high ahovo the ground level and its malaria. In the 
cold weather he changed (piarlors again, anddeseondod to the ground- 
lloor. The house wag lilted with many curious moohanical oon- 
trivanooa for comfort ; the ceilings of the differout apartments were 
formod of elliptic arohea, oruameutod most elaborately, whilst the 
exterior decorations wore egnally fanciful and dorid. The fui-nitui’e 
was on a par with the building, and the walls of the rooms wore 
ooverud with glasRcs, prints, and pictures, estimated at many thousand 
pounda in valuo. Not the least curious foaturo in this building— 
which was called GonHantia, from tho motto Lahore ei Oonstantia 
cai'vod on its front — was a room containing a vault designod for 
Martino's place of sepulture. He built this because the Nawab refused 
to pay him tho price ho asked for tho oclifioo ; whereupon, in a lit 
of piquo, he declared that his tomb slioidd be handsomer than any 
palaoa in tho kingdom. ITia subsequent interment therein had the 
ofl'oot of doBoorating tho place in tho eyes of the Muhammadans, for 
no Ibllowora of the Prophet can inhabit a tomb. 

h’or tho last fiftaaii. years of his life Martino suffered greatly from 
Blono. Ho cured liimaolf onoo by a successful though crude and 
painful course of treatment ; but a recurrence of the disease ter- 
minated luH life in the year 1800, at tho age of sixty-two. 

On tho 1st of January of tho same year he executed, an exlra- 
oi'dinary will, which ho drew up himself. It contained over forty 
clauses, and hogan by aoknowlodging with penitence that solf-iuterest 
had boon ills guiding principle through life, TIis fortune, amounting 
to nearly half a million sterling, lie bequeathed in innumerable 
legacies. Amongst them wore throe to the poor of Calcutta, Ohan- 
dornagoro, and Lucknow, tho intoro.st of which was to be doled daily 
at certain fixed places, distinguished by tablets bearing an inscription 
ill Hnglish, ffrenoh, or Persian, according to tho location, and notifying 
that tlio alms distributed wore the gift of General Martine, and to 
bo so disbiirsod in perpetuity. Ho left a largo sum iu trust to tho 
Government of Bengal for tho establishment and endowment of a 
school to bo called La MartinUre, wliich still exists, and whore on the 
auniversary of his death a sermon was to be preached, followed by a 
public dinner, at which the toast of The Memory of the Pounder ’’ 
was to bo drunk in solemn silouco. To his relatives and tho town of 
Lyons ho boquoathod largo legacies, and two separate sums to that 
city and Oaloutta, their iiitorest to be devoted to releasing poor 
debtors from gaol on tho auniversary of his death, He left directions 
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that Ilia lioJiso Coiistaiitia should uovoi' bo flolil, but sovvo iiH a luanao- 
lonm for liia romiiius, and ho coinniililad it to tho caro of tho i'ulin{» 
power ill tlia country for tho time boijig. Sncli vravo tho oliiborato 
procautioBR taken by this oceontriu inau to keep bin iiiomory iiUvo anil 
hand it down to postority. 

Tho thirliolh olaiino in hia will waa poihapa tho most rouiarkahlo of 
all. It ran as follows : “ Wliou J am dead, I roipiost that my body 
may bo aaltod, put in spirits, or ombalinod, and afterwards dopositod 
in a loadon coffin mado of somo shoot load in my ffodowii, which ia 
to be put in another of aisnoo wood, and then dopositod in tho envo in 
tho small round room uorth-oaat in Oonatnntia, with two foot of 
masonry raised iibovo it, which is to boar tho following inscription : — 

“ MAJOR-GKNBriAi. Olaubf. Mautinm, 

Bom at Lyons, January, 17i)8. 

Anivocl in India as a common soldior, and died at 1 Lucknow, tho 
lath of Soptorubor, 1800] a mnjor-gonoral ; 
and ho is bnriod in this tomb. 

Tray for hia aoul.” 

Hia wiahoa woro faithfully fulllllod, and when Ijady b’mmy .Parkon 
visitod tho tomb in 18i!l aho montiona that a buat of the Qouoral 
adomod tho vault, lighta woro oouatanlly burning bciforo tho tomb, 
and tlio figuroa of four Si]mhiB, aa largo an life, with tboir anus 
rovorsod, stood in niohoa at tho aide of tho monumonl. In tho 
oontro of tha vault waa a largo jilain slab hoaviug tho tnaoriptiou 
above recorded, , 

Potchanoo it atifficlontly Bummariaoe Martino'a life, for hia oaroor 
was dialigured by mnoh that waa ignoble and inglorious, yol, eomiing 
it after tho lapao of nearly a himdrod yctita, one cannot help rciloeting 
on tho aohiovemouta of tho man opitomisod in tho few Loiao words. 
Dynasties have died out, thronoa have tottered and fallon, Iringdoiua 
have oriimblod into duat and boon forgotten sinoo this private aoldior 
Bought to porpotuato his name ; and it is not an unploasing thought 
that tho atonomont of his toatamonlary charity atill koopa alive tho 
pious momory of tho founder of La Mm'Hnierci. 

Momi'acub, Ebwamb, Likosbhant. — ^Lioulonimt Montague was tho 
aon of Oolonol Montaguo, of tho Bengal Artillery, and an officer in 
Hossing’s brigade, IIo was killed at tho battle of Djjain in 1801. 
He ia doaoribod in an obituary notioo pnbliahed at tho time as a moat 
aocompliehod young man, who had boon oducatod at tho Itoyal 
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Military Aonclomy at Keusingtou, and rocaived a moro ample 
oduoatiou than was gGiicrally esiteamod necossary for tlio army. 
'Pemjwra mutant tiv ; aa wilnoBB the groups of greai-hrained, young 
aspirants, who periodically clustov ronnd tho doors of Burlington 
liouse to provo their sufficient iatollactual powers. 

Monnis, John.— John Morris was an Englishman, and commanded 
ono of Qoorge Thomas’s battalions. Ho is only montioned onoo in 
Thomas’s moraoirs — namely, in the dosoription of the battle of 
Eatohpnr, whoro ho distinguished himself and was wounded. “He 
Was a brai'o man,’’ wrote his mastor, ‘‘but better adapted to con- 
duct a forlorn hopie than diroct the motions of troops on the field of 
battle.” 

PAisn, (JArTAiN. — There appear to have been two officers of this 
name. Ono, a captain in tho Chevalier Dudroneo’s corps, was kUlodat 
tho battle of Malpura in 1799, in tho charge of Bdihor cavalry that 
ovorwholmed tho force; tho other, a lieutenant in Perron’s Fovirth 
Brigwlo, was wounded in tho Ktom of Sounda, in 1801. As both inci- 
dents are gleaned from Bkinnor's memoirs, it is possible that they 
refer to one ami tho saino individual, and that ho was only wounded, 
not killed, in tho first action. 

pAcrnr, OcinoNion (I’aoli). — Colonel Pauly was a German, and selected 
by tho Begum Somru to command her husband’s party after Sombre’s 
death iu 1778. Ho engaged loo much in Oriental politics, and espoused 
tho oauRO of Princo Jiwan Bakht, who, in 1782, desired to rid Shah 
'Alain of some of his unruly nobles, and undertook to seouro tho arrest 
of a powerful minister named Miraa Shkfi Khfm ; whereupon tho 
latter fled, and tho Emjioror appointed Jiwan Bakht Amir-fil-Uuira, 
or Chief of the Nobles. But Mirisa Shfifl entered into an alliance with 
Bovoral other rebel nobles, and, oollootiug a large army, marched against 
Holhi, sending forward a mMl to Shah 'Alum, demanding his restora- 
tion to power. The Emperor was intimidated, and summoned a eounoil, 
at which Jiwan Bakht proposed to sally forth and fight the rebels, a 
lino of action which Pauly strongly supported, undertaking to defeat 
Mit'Kii fcjhiifi’s following with his battalions of regulars. But the 
Emperor was too fxightouod to act boldly, and ordered Pauly to 
outer into an amicable arrangomont. Tho Gewnaxi obeyed, and a 
general roconoiliation of all parties was outwardly agreed to, but 
scarcely had Pauly entered the rehols’ camp to arrange for carrying 
the agroomonl into effect, than a party of horse, who had been placed 
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in ambuscade, fell upou bim, and, dispersing Ids escorl:, “ by a bloody 
proeesB cut off tlia bead of Mr. Pauly.” 

PisOHOw, OoLOffETj . — Ooloiiol Podi'ou Wfis ft .Proi.iebiufui, mid a 
native of H.ounobon, iioar L’Oriont. He served in Monsiour Law's 
oorp.s at Lucknow in 17()0. Law, it may bo mentioned, was a son of 
tbo fiuftaoinf gmiiiia lcnown as “ Miisstssippi ” Law, wboso speoulttlivo 
ontorpriaes in IfrancQ produced a iiarallel to our Soutli Sea Bubble in 
Bugland. Law was at Cbandomngoro iu 17, '50 when Olive captured it, 
but mauaged to make Ids eseapo into the Upper Provinces with about 
2,70 of his oouutryniGu, wboni ho kept together till the year 17(il, 
whoa he wiiB defeated and forced to surroudor to Major Oarnac. But 
prior to tijis a great number of his Uai-opoaua deserted, and amongst 
thorn waa Podron, who returned to Oiidh, and took aervieo witli the 
Nawdb 'VVa/dr at Lucknow. Wheu the Preuoh were expelled from 
that ruler’s dominions at the instigatiou of the English, Podron ob- 
tained employment under tlio Bfijali of Borar. After this a groat 
blank ocoura in his histor.y, lor ho is not hoard of again till 171J0, when 
he ontorod Do Boigno’a First Brigade ns a liontouaixt, and was posted 
to Mattra, and shortly afterwards purohaaod liia majority, In 171)5 
lie was promoted to the command of the I’liird Brigade, and must 
have boon a man of considerably over fifty years of ago. In 171)1) ho 
waa engaged ill the siogo of Delhi, whioh the Native eomiiuiiu'lant, 
daspita Siiidliia’a ordcra, rofiisod to deliver over to Perron; After ii 
blbokada of five weeks the gates wore opened “ to the impulse of gold,” 
hut whether to Podron or to Sutherland ia doubtful, as the honour lias' 
been assigned to both. Iu 1800 Podron raised the Fourth Brigade 
when tlio throntonod invasion of Hiudustnu by iloman Shah eaiasod 
Perron to increase his army. His next service was against Lakwa 
Dtida at Sounda iu 1801, but ho alToctodso little with his oiglit ba ttalions 
that Perron pi’ocoflded iu piersoii to the seat of war, and Stonnod the 
rebel ohiof's entronchmouts. Soon nftor this hostilitios were doolarod 
against Georgo Thomas, and when Bourguioa domouatrated hia utter 
incapacity, Podron. was sent to supersede him. Tliat ho was ruooosb- 
ful was again due, in a great measure, to the “ imjnilso of gold ”-- a 
metal in whioh ha seems to have had more faith than in stcol, for ho 
displayed little military talent, and no coiu'ago, whilst the inothods ho 
adoptod of tampering with Thomas’s troops were not HUoh as commend 
themsolv 0 ,s to Enroponu notions of honourable warfare. But ho gained 
his ends, and after Tiiomas’s flight to Hansi, made over the command 
to Bourguiou again, and rdturued to , Align, rh to rooruit his brigade, 
Which had been weakened by oaauaities and transfers to the Third. 
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IToro lio romainod fov oiKlitoen months in cliargo of Porron’s hoacl- 
(inartorR, and when tbo rapture 'willi the British Government oceuiTed 
in 1803 ho -was untruBted with the dofonco of the fort, and was the 
I'ooijiiout of the famous lotter from Perron which exhorted him to 
hold the place while one atono remained upon another. But this 
dospernto resolution was not in Podron, and he was anxious to sur- 
rondor without a blow, and only prevented from doing so by tbo spii'it 
of tile troops under him, who, on the first indication of his weakness, 
dopoand and ooiifiuod him, and oieetod a Kajpnt named Baji Bfio to 
tho command, Aligarh was taken by storm on the 4th of September, 
and Podron was made a prisoner of war, or to be more exact, was 
trunaforrod from Mariitba to English bondage. Thorn describes him 
an “ an oldozdy man, ohd in a groan jaolot, with gold hce and epan- 
lottas ” — wliioh is tho last record discovered of this advenUiror. 

PiLLioT, J., Captain. — Captain Pillet was a Prenohman, in Les- 
tinoau’s corps, in the sorvioo of tho Biina of Goliad, to tho command 
of whieh ho suooooded by seniority when Lostincaii absconded after 
Hoouviug Cdlam Kildir's saddlo-baga. Ho was, liowovor, unable to 
control tho men, who broke into mutiny and wore disbanded. PilloL 
BubHOguonlly eiitorod llio sorvioo of tho Itajah of Jaipur, and about the 
year 17il‘l uiada a long report to tho British Oovormnont on tho 
roHonreos of that oountry, with a viow to an alliance. As the loading 
Ibaturo of tho proposal was that tho Elijah should keep up an army of 
COjOtll) moil, and tho Company pay for it, it did not receive that atten- 
tion which doubtless both Parhlb Sing and Pillot fondly hoped. 

I’lUON, GoLomiiL [often mis-spelt Perron]. — Colonol Piron, who is 
constantly ooufonndod in historical books with Oonoral Perron, was a 
native of Alsaoo, Ilo was in the sorvico of tho Ninam of Plaidarabad, 
and Roooud in oomniaud to tho famous advouttiror Baymond, who 
raised a brigade of sovoiitoon battalions tor that rnlar. Piron was an 
outrageous Jacobin, and in close touch with the Ereuoh Bapnblicau 
faction in Mysore. On Baymond’s death, in March, 1798, ho sucOGoded 
to tho command of tho 14,000 men comprising tho force, which was 
supported by a Jaidad yielding eighteen lakhs of ntpees annually, and 
inoluded a strong train of artillery and a complete military eguipmenf. 
One of hifi first acts was to send to Perron, Sindhia's general, a silver 
tree and Cap of Liberty as a souvenir. Ilia coi-ps always hoisted the 
fi'roneh national flag, and the lapolo and epronlottes of the Wepoys’ 
uniforms wore embroidered with the words Liberie st OonaUtutio?i. 
Piron and all his officers entertainod ambitions designs, and oonaidored 
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Uiomsolvos as forwai'iling tlio iutoroslfi of Frauco. Tlioir nmlisguisoi-l 
hostility to tlio liinglisli anil iiroiiounoeil pi'iiiciplos soon compelloil 
Lord WollGaloy to take acliou against tliom, and lio dotorniiuod to 
ofCeot the disbnnilinont of tlia force. Lieutonant-Golonel Itoborts, 
assisted by John Malcolm, was told off for the task, anil effected it with 
eoraplete sueoeas on the 2!2nil of October, 17U8, the operation being 
facilitated by Ibo fact of the iroo])B being in a stale of open mutiny, 
and Piron and lua ollioern in danger. The following aceonnt of 
tlio dispersal of this ‘‘ I’roncb A-rmy " (as Lord Wellosloy calls it) is 
extraotod from Kayo’s “ Life of Malcolm.” 

“ Having reported to Colonel Eoborts the favourable aspect of 
affairs, Malcolm drew np bis clotaohmout on the lioigbts facing the 
French linos. There bo was speedily joined by the Enropoan offioora 
of the French corps, elate with joy at their oaoapo from the hands of 
their infuriate soldiery, and nclnally, in the ooujuuotm-o that had 
arisen, regarding the Fiiglish as frionds aiul deliverers. 'J'ho rest was 
soon acoomplinhod. The Sopioys loft thoir guns, laid down tlioir arms, 
and in the prosouoo of the two linos of British tvonps, moved off in a 
deep ooluum to a Hag planted on the right of the ground. Not a shot 
was fired, not a drop of blood was shod. Eleven or twelve thousand 
moil wore dispersed in a few hours ; and before sausot the whole oau- 
toument, with all thoir sioroliousos, arsenals, gun fouiulrioH, and powder 
mills, were oomplotoly in our piossossioii. The oolobratod Frouoli 
corps of Hydrabad bad passed into tradition.” 

I’ii’on and his compiatriots couib«.sod theinsolves very grateful, not 
only for thoir rosouo from a grave peril, but for tha luuniuiity with 
whieli they wore subsoqnontly troatoU. It is dillioult to eslimalo tlio 
exact qualities of this advouluror. Major Kirkpatrick, the Kesuloiit 
at Ilaidarabad, writing in 1797, doscribos him as younger Hum Eay- 
mond, and far more ontorpirisiug and aotivo, and particularly fond 
of the military profession. But Kir John Maloohii, then fCirkpatrick's 
assistant, who had equally good opporlmiitios of forming an opinion, 
rocords that “Piron ia a rough, violent domoerat, a man with more 
hostile dispositions to us than his prodeoossor Eaynioud, but leas 
dangerous ; being a stranger to that tompor and those coneilialory 
manners by which the latter won his way to groatuosa. I’iron iiaa 
no ability, and Ilia aiitliovity is far from being generally aoknow- 
iodgod.’’ .KvonlB proved Piron was totally unfitted to stop into Iho 
post made vacant by llayiuond’s death. Ho died at Ohaudornagoro 
in 1805. 

Plumb's, MAJOK.~Major ITumot waa “ a IL’onchman and a gentle- 



APPENDIX. 


381 


man— two (lualitios wliicli wore soklom united in the Mabratta 
Empire. ” Such is Smitb’fi dicluvi. Pluniet raised a parly for 
<TnR\vant Ei'io Ilolkar in 1798, and bad a prinoipal slmro in seonring 
tlio victory of Ujjain, aUhongli a abort tiina provionsly be bad sustained 
a rovorso wlion bo attaokod Major Brownrigg’s position on the Narbada. 
Aooordiug to ono historian, bo was wounded and tabaii prisoner in 
tbo latter alfair, and not proaont at Ujjain ; but anotlior, with equal 
inniBtonco, accords to bhn tbo honour of that day. He soon found 
Ilolkar ‘'ton oruol, cunning, oapricioue, and ungratoful,” and loft Ms 
aerviofl. kliijor Ambroso statoB that Plumet dasorted Iiis chief on the 
ovo of tho Ijal.tlo of ludoro, and so conduced to the defeat which 
JaHwant llilo Rustaiuod, and that thiH behaviour caused Holkar to 
bra?id all Fivachium im “Huggorhaz,” or Haithloss. Major Phimet, 
after his brief caroor in tho Beccan, retired to tho Isle of Eranoe. 

t’oiiLMAN, Ooi.oNisn [also written Pholnian and Balanaan]. — Colonel 
Pohlmau waa a native of Hanovor, and a Bovgoant in a regiment ooni- 
l)ORi'd of men of that nationality, foruiorly quartered at Madras, and 
ono of aovoral siniilar moroonary corps of foreigners in tho Company’s 
Horvico, Much as Doxat's Ohassours, tho Swiss Rvf/imont do Mewon, 
and Olando Martiuo’B company. PoMman entered Do Boigne’s brigades 
about tho year 179il or 1793, and was n, captain on the modest pay of 
Its. ‘200 a month in 1794. In April of the following year ho was in 
command of » Najib battalion in the Second Brigade at Mattra, to 
which James Sldnuor was posted when he first joined the servioe. 
JJetvvoon this and 1709 ho probably saw a good deal of uervioo, for 
ill w a period of wliioh Slrimior has much to rolato. Early in 1799 
J’orrnn diRtruslod Snthorland, who was m command of the Second 
Brigade, and removed him from his post, which he bestowed on 
Pohlman, who shortly afterwards Biistaiuod a severe reverse in 
an unsuceosaful attack upon tho fort of Shfipiira, when six of his 
battalions wore beaten back with a loss of two officers and 1,000 men 
kiJbjd and wounded. Eventually bo captured the place, whan, it is 
pleasant to record, he treated tbo gallant Bajpfit garrison with great 
humanity and consideration, pormitting them and their women-folk 
to march out with all the honours of war, and the respoot due to their 
lioroio defence. In tho following May, Pohlman commanded at the 
imjmrtaut battle of Malpiira, when his force consisted of his own 
brlgode of eight battalions, five of tbe Chevalier Dudreneo’s, and 6,000 
cavalry. Ho inflicted a sovoro defeat on Elijah Partab Singh, and 
captured 74 of his guns. TMs was tho action in which Dudreueo’s 
corps was ridden down by the Efithors, and the vietoiy was solely due 
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to Pohhxiau'fl good gonaralsliip. For the next two yoai's ho npponA's 
to have boon quartei'od in llnjputana, to enfni-eo ])aynioiit of tho 
tribute duo, and lieop tlio country under control whilat i’orron’s other 
brigadofi wore engaged in tho wars against Ilollcar, Lalcwa Jdi'wla, and 
Goorgo Thoinaa, in none of which Pohlmaii fioonis to havo had any 
part. In 1802 ho oscortod Perron to Ujjnin, and boro, for tho scioond 
time, snitorsodod Sutherland, who was obliged to loave tho serA'ico 
owing to Perroil's lioslility. Polilman and the First iirigado romaiuod 
with Siudhia in tho Doccan till war hroko out with tho Etiglish. It 
is uiicortaiu whollior ho was in command of Sindhia’s infantry at tho 
battle of AsBRyo, in which his hrigado fonght woll, tho artillery being 
splendidly sorvod, and tlio luoii sustaining a stubborn tight against tho 
genius of Wellosloy and tho valour of British troops for Ihroo lionrs. 
Pohlman ovoutnally onlorod tho Coui])auy’B sorvioe, though without 
ranlc, and ro-enliatod soino of his old soldiers to form an irrognlav 
infantry corps. IIo ia doaorlhod as an oxcoodingly c'hoorful and outor- 
taining oharaotor, who lived in tlio stylo of an Tudiau prineo, kopt a 
seraglio, and always travollod on an oloiihaut, attoudod by a guard of 
Mnghals, all drossod alilto in purple robos, and inarching in Alo in the 
samo way ns a British cavalry regiment ; notwithstanding which 
molodrainatio woaknoss, Pohlman was oortniuly ono of Porron's moat 
oompotout offioors. 

BaymonDj Fean(;iois be. General. — Prnnf.ois do Uayinond (whose 
namo Oolonol Malloson gives ns Michol Jonolnm Mario llayniond) was 
born at Sorignao, in Gascony, in 17Ci5. Ifo came oiil, to India early in 
life, and in 177G obtained omploymont ns snb-liontonant in a battalion 
ooimnanded by tho Oliovalior de Lasso, in tho sorvioe of Haidor Ali 
of Mysoro. Hie conduct brought him to tho notioo of Uio military 
authoritioa, and ho roooivod a commission as captain in tho French 
army in 1788, and was appointed aide-do-camp to the famous Busay, 
Throe years later, on Bussy’s (loath, Ilnymond ontorod the service of 
tho Niaam Ali KhAn of ITaidarnhad, for whom ho raisod a small 
corps of 800 mon, hiring tho weapjons with which they wore armod 
from a French luorohant on the coast, at tho I'atn of eight annas ^ler 
mensem for each musket. When tho confodorato war against Tipu 
Sultan broke out, and tbe English, Marfithits, and tho Ni'/am wore 
loagucd against tho ruler of Mysoro, Raymond's command was raised 
to 700 men, anil lio distinguished himsolf so much in tho campaign 
that ho grow into groat favour with Ali Khtin, and his forco was 
augmented to C,000 mon, his own piay being inoroasod to Rs. 13,000 a 
month. At the battle of Kardln in 1796 Raymond’s battalions 
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nnmboroil 10,840 mon, with 28 guns and 46 tumbrils. The regularity 
with whioli this foroo was xraid enabled him to fill its ranlca with 
doaQr|,ors from tbo Comxmuy’B eorvieos, to whom ho hold out tempting 
iiidueomonts. Ha is also said to have onoouragod French iiriaoners 
of war ou parolo to cseaxio and take service under his flag. Tho 
buttlo of Tlardla was tho only ooension except tho Mysore war in which, 
during a servioo of aovouteon years, llayiuond mot a foreign foe. IIo 
was forced to retire from tho field, but was not defeated, for the retront 
was Rololy duo to tho Nizam’s puBillinamily, and ordered at a moment 
when Itayinond’s battalions wore stontly and, poradvouturo, suecess- 
fully holding ihoir own. TIo was next employed in roduoing to sub- 
mission ibo Nizam’s rebollious son and beiv, All Jdh. In tins bo mot 
with (ilout roBistanoo, and was obliged to send for reinforeoments to 
ono of his subordinates named Baptiste, on being joined by whom ho 
(piiokly hrought tho expedition to a conchiaion, and secured tbo person 
of Ali .1(11), who commitCod snioido, leaving Sikander Jiih heir to 
tho throne, 't’his Prinoo was acouslomod to swear “ by tbo bead of 
llayiuond,” whom bo regarded as the first of men, with tbo singlo 
dotraotion that ho belonged to a nation that bad murdorod its Idng 
and iiuoon. After tho battlo of Karelia Raymond tried hard to obtain 
tho Karjia district, whioh would have onahlod him to eo-operata with 
any b'ronoh foroo making a dosoent on tho Ooromandal coast, with or 
without tho oonourrouoo of tho Nizam. Ho already possessod an im- 
monso military lorritorial assignment whioh yielded fifty-two lakhs of 
rupoQS a year, in addition to an estate or Jac/Tdf of his own, the income 
of whioh was Ha. fiO.OOO. Hia salary was princely, and in tho style of 
his domoslio life he oolloctod round him every luxury and elegance 
within tho reach of a European in India. Previous to his death 
lie lurUier inoraased his foroo, which he oonsidorod “ A French body 
of troops, employed and subsidised by tho Nizam,’’ to over 14,000 
mon, with a comploto train of artillery, chiefly brass ordnance, 
worked by a well-trained corps of Europeans, and drawn by 6,000 
bnllooka. His cavalry numbered 600. Ho possossod, in his own 
right, all the guus and military ofiuipage boloiiging to tbo foroe, Tho 
physiq^uo of his soldiers was not to ho oomparod with that of the 
stalwart and warlike warriors whom He Boigne and Perron enhstad 
from tho fine recruiting grounds of Upper India, but the men were 
well diseiplinod, and their parade appearance was good, whilst the 
service itself was extremely popular with tho Natives. 

Raymond was an ambitious and intriguing man, and ono who 
understood tho art of gaining his ends hy engaging manners and 
oonoiliatory domoanour. After tho battle of Kardla he began to 
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assume an almost Mngly state, for his power made him the arbitrator 
of Haidarabad. All liia vogiiuontal rotiirna were bonded Oorpo do 
Franepis do Raymond, and ho was rocoived in his own cantoninoutH 
with a royal saluto. lie stood in a position which would have onnblod 
him, in the ovsntof tho Nizam’s doath, to olovato whom ho pleased to 
the thi’ouQ, and tho overpowering iufluouoo which ho aotpiirod in tho 
country was a Roriorm inojmce to lilnglish intorostR. lie was in close 
touch with the Governmont of li’rauco, and with Tipu Sultan of Mysore, 
and ongagod in intriguos which had for thoir objoet an alliance against 
tho British power in tho ISast. IIo was also in oorrespoiidouco with 
aomo of tho ISuropoan ofiicors in Bindhia'a sorvico, and an intorostiiig 
latter oxists which ho addrosaod to Michiiol Mlozo in January, 1708, 
on the Hubiool of tho troaclioroiiH aoizuro of Naua h’arnavis, tho 
Poshwa’s Primo Minister. This ia worth tiuofing as showing Pvay- 
inond’a hononrahlo foolingfi, and booiuiso of a rnthor (juaint adaptation 
it contains of tho “itights of Man” thoory to oiglitoonth conlury Mardtlia 
politics — probably tho lirst mid last time tho argument was used in 
such a oonnootion. “A report prevails, ” writos Ihiynioud, “that 
Nana Paruavia has hoeu arreatod contrary to tho Bighta of Man and 
to the clauses of tho treaty for which you [Pilozo] woro aoourity. f have 
no other iutorost in spoaking of this but that which I take for ovory 
Buropoau whoso reputation is dear to mo.” Thoii ho goes on to roguoat 
h'ilozQ to obtain tho Nana’s rostoration to liberty, and offers liim a 
position and omohimonis, “ono-fonrth morn than you havo with 
Soindia, and a Jayhir of one lakh of rupees annually,” Tlio reason 
of this liberality ia not obvious in the letter, hut it suggests many 
inferonoea. 1110 epistle oonoludoa : “ I will ho shortly on your 
frontiers, when wo shall ho able to koop irp a corrosiiondonoo. Burn 
this lottor if it should not suit yon ; hut write to mo. Baymond.” 

Two months Inter Baymond died — according to somo accounts by 
poison — at tho early ago of forty-throo, and in tho onjoymont of a 
degree of power and oonseq^nenoo never roacliod by any other military 
adventurer in Soutliorn India. 

Baymond’s character has been variously estimated hy differont 
writers. Major Thorn dosoribos him as “a man of oxtousivo know- 
ledge and equal activity.” Kayo, in his “ Life of Malcolm,” views 
hia character in tho following light! “ Baymond was a man of groat 
ahility and address. . . . T fad ho lived tho taking of his mon (in 1708) 
would not havo boon an easy task. . > . His troops woro admirably 
disoipHnod and equipped. Thoir storo-rooms well llllod with arms 
and aoeoutromonts, and clothing from Europe of osoollont quality, 
and they could with ease have avmod 12,000 more men in a few 



APPENDIX. 


383 


months. They cast excellent camion, and made sei'viceahlc muslcet.s 
in their diHorent foundries, all of which, as well as their powder- 
niilla, were luider the direction of ahlo and ecioiitific Buropeaue.” 
Malcolm's opinion has already boon quoted in another page, namely, 
that Bayinund was a man of “ temper and oouciliatory manners, by 
which ho won his way to greatness.” Bat it has been reserved for a 
contemporary historian, on grounds which it is a little difticull to 
understand, to elevate Raymond to the position of a national hero. 
“ This romarhablo man,” writes Colonel Malleson, “ is referred to hy 
many English writers simply as ‘ an adventurer named Raymond.’ 
That he was an advonturor is true, hut he was one in the best souse 
of tlio tanu— oliivalrous, daring, trustworthy, and a splendid or. 
gauisoi' ; one of those advontnrers who, liko Garibaldi in our own 
days, leave their mark on tho history of the country in which their 
deeds havo boon achioved. ... It may bo said that no Indian Prince, 
not ovon Madhajoo Soiudla, or his sucoessor, Dowlut Eao, over had a 
iinor or more effioient body of troops in his service [than those which 
Raymond raised]. In tho campaign against the Mnhrattas in 175)0 (?), 
it was Raymond and his troops who repulsed the charge of the 
Mahratta cavalry and would havo beaten them back altogether had 
not the Nizam and Ids troojis abandoned tho field. His reputation, 
groat at tho time, still survives, aud it may be said with truth that 
tho name of no European oonnooted with India has survived seventy- 
six years after the demise of his body, to live with such eternal greou- 
noss in the hearts of the people of the country as does tlio name of 
Raymond in tho momorios and traditions of the great families of 
Ilydrabad.” 

Tho.so who have road those pages will hardly fool inclined to agree 
with this ostimato of Raymond’s superior talents ns a military ad- 
venturer. A Boldior of fortune is judged by his deeds, and Eayinond’a 
aohievoinents in iho tented field cannot for a moment boar comparison 
with tliOBo of Ho Boigno, Perron, or Thomas. 

Passing to tho other side of tho picture, we have tho opinion of 
Major Kirkpatrick, who was British Resident at Haidarabad in 1797, 
and wrote of Raymond as “ by no means a man of vigorous mind or 
dooidod oharaoter, and very hard, aud wanting liberality in poouniary 
matters, which makes huu mrrch dishkod by ah his officers, except 
one or two ho favours. He never showed himself to bo much of a 
soldier, but was artful, and had an arranging head and conciliating 
mauuoi'H when they suited his purpose.” Captain Eraser, in “ Our 
li'aitMal Ally tho Nisam,” desoribos Raymond as wanting in oharao- 
tor, promptitude, and dooiaion. Colonel Boatson, in hia History of 

26 
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11)0 wUh Tipn Kiiliaii, lina rocoi-dod Uio IbUowiiif; opinion o[ Hio 
advoulnror ainl liia party : “ Tlio oorpa coinuui.iiilo(l liy (loionol 

Uibynioiid, which, ilmiu" tlio hiKl wiir in Wyaovo, nmoixnUMl hi no 
iii,o),'o lhan l.fiOO luon, was at that poriod so dci'uctivo in point nC 
diHcipjlino as to ho j-athoi’ an ohjoot of coiiloiujit than jualoiisy to tlio 
Oovoi'uinont of India. It has gradually miginoutod its nmidxu'u and 
iuiprovod its disoiplino undcj: tlio ooimnaiul of tho lato IMonaioiU' 
Itayiuoud, until it noaily roaohod. tho umuhcr of 11,000, and had 
ohtaiuod a dogvoo of diaoipiliuo fiujiorior in ovory rofipoot to ihat of any 
Nalivo infantry in India, oxcopliiig tho HojioyH in the Company’s 
Boi'vioo. Tho corps foriuod tho largoat aud most offioiout bi'auoh of 
tho military cf.tnbliHhmont of Ilia Highiioss tlio Nlmiin, aud tho 
li’i-uuoh nlliooVH had aepnirod a crnuudoralilo lUioondiinoy in hiu do- 
minions and oonnoilH, and had mauifoslod on sovoral occasions tho 
nyauptoiuH of a disposition ho arrogant, ovoilioiiving, and advoulurous, 
M to oxelto alarm in tho luindK of ITis IliglmoHS and his mlnintorfl." 

Tho last (luolation must bo from tho dospatchoH of tho Martpiis 
Wollosloy. “ llayniond’a foroo was (wowodly diiHigucd to oopo with 
out) Do lloiguo had croatod for tho Mnhratliwj, and was orgnuisod tm 
vory Biinilar linos. Kiioh rogiiuont was ofllcorod by two Duropoans, 
and thoro wan a .hold train of fifty guns, and a small body of diu- 
oipUnod cavalry attaohod. Tho formor wan Horvod by JHuropoau 
guimorH, many of tboiu dosortora from tho Oompany’s sorvioo. T’lio 
piarado appoaraneo of tho foroo was good, but tho diRoipliuo waa far 
from strict, and tho slaokuosB in this roapoot, oombiuud with tho 
regularity of pay, made tho sorvico a vory popidar one with tho 
Natives, so that thoro was no dillroully in keeping tho lirigado up to 
its full Btrougth. All tho ollloorB wore ii'reuohmon, dovotod to tho 
doolriiies of Jacobinisui, and any anioiigat thorn who ovinood lloyalist 
toudoneios woro spoodily dismissed. TTioy fought utulor tho bTtilwh 
flag, and tho Cap of Liborty was ongravod on thoir buttons. Ilayiuoud 
was not a man of any groat capacity or vigour, but in craft and 
intrigue ho was an adopt, and sustainod liis position by surrounding 
liimsolf with a few favouritoK, who hupportod him through thick and 
thin. With his other oilicors ho was far from popular, being a hard 
man, and in poenniary nnittors ©.vlromoly illiboral ; for, although ho 
derived vast rovouuos from onormous torritorial asaigmuoutB, ho could 
novor divest hiiiisolf of liis iuhoront avtu'ieo and meanness.” 

ItoiHsni's, LiJiUMNANT — Lioulouanl Itobort.s was an Miiglialnuan, 
and oommandud a battalion of infantry in Do lioignc's Dirst JSrigado 
in 1.790. JIo was prosonl at tho baltlos of i’athau and Morta, and 
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wan Kovorcly wouiuloil at tho laltoi- by a luisBila fioiii a woapon Jfiiowu 
as ail “organ,” and which couhialod of hqvouiI gun baiTola flo joiiiod 
iingdtiior as to lu'o at ouoo. Wlioroby it would kooiu that thu Mitrail- 
knxHo was of Itajj^intaiiic oiigiii 1 

Jli'AN, Majou.— d'luH iiuloiluuato oflicor was au Ii'ishuiaii, and 
ooiuiiiandud a liallalioii in tho Horvico of diiHwant ilao Ifolkar. Jlia 
only olaiui to bo I'omomborod is an a vietijii to that chiol's troachoi'y, 
I'oi' ho was ono of tho tliroo British fuibjoctH who woi'o eruolly 
bohoadod in 1801 for rofusiug to taho tho hold against thoiv follow 
oountryniou. 

Haiusui!, OoLONUfj I also spoU Suloiir and Halouro].— Onlonol Balonr 
was a Hwiss oi; ti’i'cnah oltieui', wlio Hiuiooodud to tho euiinuaiul of tho 
lioguiu bouii'u'B corps, aftoi' tho snioido of Bo VasHonlt in J71){i. IJo 
had taken no part in tho ninliiiy which lod to his pi'oduoflftsor’H (loath, 
but had, on this contmLy, dono ovorylhiiig hi his power to provoat it. 
llo was desoribod an tho “only vospoctahlo ollioor” who sigiiod tlio 
Oovouaut ontorod into botwoun. thu Bokuiu and lior roliollioua soliUory. 
fialour, who had boon in tho fovoo alnumt siuoo its cunimoncomout, 
iiusi’easisd its fdi'oiiglh to sis ballalionH, witli 40 guns and 1100 cavah’y, 
and in 180il nuirohod with (ivo batUlions to join Sindlua iu thoDocoaa 
al'liir tho (lofoat of IJjjain. 'I'ho inon woro iu a stato of amliny tho 
whohi way, as many of tho oolouoi’s lottora, writlon in hVonch, io 
Ids inistroHH toHlitlod, Whoa war hroko out with tho lilnglish, ,Salour’H 
troo])ti woro with Siudhia, hut only ouo hatlaliou took part hi tho 
luiLthi of Assayo, tho othoi' four having boon loft boluiid to guard tho 
WariUln'i, camp and baggage, and owing to tlii.s cirounmtauou Lhoy 
ciioapod dnstruclioii ; and Clidonol Halour nuirched tlioiu Biifoly io 
Burlunipur, and from tlionoo hack to Hardlu'iua. Haloui' was ouo of 
tho wilnuHSOH of tho Bogutu’e mavriago to Bo VasBoult iu 17!W, 

Hanos'I'HI!, Majok, - Miyor Bangslor was a Scotcliuiaii, and a poreou 
of hkili and ingmiuity. In l7Hi! ho obtainod tho command, of tho 
disci plinod liattallott of infantry whioh Madoo raisod at Agra and 
sold to tho liana of tlohad. It coiiHistod of 1,000 woll-tralnod Siipoya 
and a lampootablo tniiu of ai'tiUory. Sangator was Hkillod iu the art 
of oaiiting oaimon, aiul thoso ho turnod out could eomparo vvilb tho 
boHli liho Oompauy mamd'actnrod, whilHt his muBkots, produced at a 
mint of ton rupoas oiusli, woro oxoolloiiL in ovory rospoot. Whoii Do 
Boignu raisud his iirat two hatlalioiiH, ho ougagoil Saugator (whoso 
luaBtor luul boon forced to sumsudor to Hiiidhia), aud appoiutod him 
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to tlio oliai'gci or tlio wacnal at Agra. JIo appoarw to havo lod a vory 
JjvLHy lil'n, for in ]U'ooohS of limo otlior arKOualH ami inaganinoH woro 
CRlablWicul at IMatlra, Jlollii, (Iwalior, Kiili>i, and (loliiwl, of all of 
wliioli ho bad tho Hujinriiilni)(lonco. 'I'ho oiiinum lialla woro caat at 
Gwalior, whom llioro woro vory fuio iron luinos, and gnnpowdor wan 
maindactnroil at Agra, tlio Hallpotro and bnl])liiir lioing hnporlod from 
Jiikiuiir. No montion of Hanghlni can ho found aflor Do lloiguo’H 
I'OhiguiUion, Ihongli in 1801 ii ropurt iipi'oarH in ono of tbo I’or.sian 
journalH that “Jarkwa Di'ida has employed Mr. Hang.stor'K non to 
raise and discipliiio a hatlaliou for him,’’ which HOoniH lo iiulioato 
that tho father was still in tho country. Vonng Bangstcir waa probably 
tho cadet "HongHtor” who Hnrron(loro<l to General VVollosloy after the 
battle of Ahsaye. 

Siiiijnuflun, jAMiob, Coi.oNii.i. [known to tho Nativos as f! ainn h tinhih], 
— James Shepherd waa an bhiglishuian of nminual ontorprise and 
oonrago. "Wliou hardly omorgocl from childhood, ho doaorfcod hii! 
ship in OalouLfca, and accompanied au olllcor to llo Boigiio’t) oaujii in 
tho (inality of a menial sorviiut. Ho aftorwards lived iu tho tiiuiio 
capacity with a gontloiuan at h'atahjmr. Bhophord was dcHorihctl as 
well oiilonlatod for tho Native Rorvioo, hoing a good-looking man and 
endowed with pliability of lompor. About 171)!) ho took sorvico 
under Aiuhaji Inglia, for whom ho raised a hrigailo of regular 
infantry, wliich lunuborod five battalions, with (500 cavalry and SiC 
guns, Aiubaji was a penurious chief, and stinted his officer iu 
money, or ho would have oroatod a much more clUoient force tlian 
ono which is somoliuios alludod to as tho “ragamullin battalions.” 
Shepherd waa engaged iu tho attack on Lalcwa Dada’s position at 
Sonnda iu 1801, when ho materially assistod in dofeating that cliiol', 
but lost four of his European oflleorB killed or wouudod~~poor hollaHiH 
amongst the formor— and a great munhor of his men. Ho was 
detaohod to pursue Lalcwa Hilda after his IHghl, and kept him in play 
during Perron's campaign againet George 'Phoiuas. It ia a pity thoro 
is no detailed record of Shopliord’u services, for ho is stated to have 
soon much and been froguontly wounded. “ Withuut birth, educa- 
tion, or protection,’' writes Smith, “ ho rose from obscurity lo cion* 
Boiincmco by his bravoiy, his persovoranoo, and his fidelity; liis 
diligent toil and bold onlorpriso doaorved all tho hucouas ho wen.” 
On tho breaking out of tho war with tlio EngllBh, Sheplierd and hia 
parly passod over to tlio Company’s Bervico, and ho dihlinguisliod 
hiinsolf in Bnndolkhaiitl iu 1804, whore ho gave the celobrated b’rue- 
bootor Amir Ithan a Hound boating at Mallilon Gliaut, and on tho aith 
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of Jnnn nomploled liia cliKOomfitiu'o by outiroly clol'oating auil dia- 
povaing liia foroo noar Kuuoh. Sliopliei-de corps al this Umo consisted 
oi 3,1.80 inon, and was liiglily praised for its oilloionoy wliou General 
1 lako rovinwod it in 1805. 

Bkinhi'UI, Jamhh, LlEOT'ENANT-CoiiONKi, C.B. — Tliis oompiilation is 
Ro mneli indebted to “The Military Momoirs of Liontonaiit-Colonol 
James Bldnnor, O.B,,’’ that although that doliglitful and graphic 
biography of tho Rtont old advoiitnror exists, a skotcli of hia oaroer 
must 1)0 included in theso pages, and tho following has bocii eondonaod 
I’roni tho above work ; 

.lainoa Hkinnor was born in 1778. His father was a native of 
Kootland, and an offioor in tho Ooinpiiny’s service, and his inothor a 
Uajphtni, tho daughter of a ItaJinit landholder in tho Mirzilpnr 
<><mntry. Hlio was takou prisoner in tiro war with Chait Singh, tho 
Ui'ijah of Bcunros, during an aetimi near Bijaigarh, and came under 
tho jirotootiou of hlnsiign Skinnor, to whom aho boro six ohildron, 
throo sons and throe daughters. T'ho latter were all luarviod to 
gontloiuon iu the Company's Bovvico, David, the oldest son, wont to 
BOa j Jaiiins, tho sooond, and the suhjoot of this Bkokih, beoamo a 
military advoulnrer ; and llohort, tho youngest, followed in his 
footstupH, 

Skiunor’K mother diod by her own hand in 171)0, booauRO it was 
dooidod that her daughters should ho sent to school, and she eon- 
eelvod tliis would bo iv violation of tho sanctity of tbo purdah, and 
Unit their Kajpi'it honour would ho destroyed iir consoiiponoo. After 
her death Jiuue.r and Itohort woro sent to a charity school, their 
lathor l)oiug still only a lioutnuant, and nnablo to pay for their 
odnoation. Itowovor, when ho obtained his oaptainoy iu 1703, he 
roniovnd his sons to a boardiiig-soliool, whovo the chargo was Tts. 30 a 
month for oil, oh. Two years hilov Jaiiios was bound apiirontioo to a 
pi-iutor, on a sovon years’ indonlnro, and sent to tiro olhoo to loam his 
bnsiuoss. 

Thi'oo days nulheod to disgust him wilh his xn'oposcd calling, and 
lio dotormiirod to run away to sea. On tho third niglit ho offooled Iris 
OHOMpo, witii Hixxnujcu iu his pocket, on which ho oontrivod to livo for 
nix days. Wlrou his uionoy was oxhaiialod ho wandered about tho 
CaloiilLa Inw.aar, wcirldng for any ono who would liire him, and for 
flonio time picked up a prooaviouB living by carrying loads or pulling 
tho drill for Native oarpontorn at a pay of throoponce a day, But 
before long lie was rocognisod by a sorvairt of his ohlor sister, Mrs, 
'I’omploton, who Jbrthwlth boro him away to bis master's house, 



090 


AVI'liNniX. 


Aftoi’ f'ottiiig 11 good rating I'roni tuH nnclo, ho wati sot to work to 
copy law pajiove, and rmnaiirod ho oiuployod I'ov tliroo months, until 
his godfathor, Colonol Jiiu'n, arrived at liio I’rosidoney. 'I'hia Konlln- 
man, finding tlial young Bkiiiiior linrned to ho a noldicr, gave him 
lla, dOO and Ront him to (lawnporo, whom Captain f-iklnnor’s ri'gimont 
waH Btatiouod, and whilhor tho Coloiiol waa noon roturiunf!;. 

fToro Hltimuir arrivnd in A))ril, and a fortnight lator IiiH 

godfatlicv followed, and furnihliod him with a hitter of inlroduidiou 
to Clonoral do Jioiguo at Koil. Procoodiug tlioro tho yonnghtor was 
very kindly roeoivod by tho groat man, who gavo him an ovimgu’a 
appointment in his hrigados, on a pay of Uh. IfiO a iiumlh, and ])Ofdod 
Mm to a Najih battalion, commandod liy Oaptain I’ohlman, at 
Mattra. 

Hliorfcly after this Do Doigiio rotii'od, and tho teiupovary oonnnaud 
of iiho army dovolvod upon Colonol Jtohort Hiithorhiud, who wan at 
tho head of tho Sooond Itrigado, to which Bkinnor’s battalion holoiiftod. 
Skinnor’B first nxporioiico of active oorvico was during a oampnigu in 
JiimdolJchand, whoro Hntlioiiand and Jjalnva liiitln, ivoro ongageil in 
rodnoing HO voral refractory ohiofii and I’ajaiiH to oliodimtoo, iromlw 
aRsiHtod in two liold-haltloH, and tliu Hlnrm auii capturo of livo or six 
fortfi, which intoiiHifiod hm military awpirationH. fio now made it 
his Hludy to luaslor all tho modoa of Nalivo wavfaro, and iM'uamo pro- 
fioiont in tlio uho of tlio MartUha spoar, tius how and arrow, and tho 
Bword oxeroiHO. 

fn 1790 Perron was appohitod to ilio Hiijiromo conunand of tho 
anny of 'ifinflnatan, and arrived, at Mattra in h'ohnmry of tho follow- 
ing year. Boon after tliis tlio reboilioii of tho BhaiR hredto out, and a 
largo fovoo was ordorod to aHHOiuhlo at Gwalior, undor Oaptain I'mttor- 
fiolcl, to which Skiimor’a battalion wiih attachofl. 'I’ho I'ml action in 
tho campaign was tho haltlo of Chandkhori, where, owin,g to hia 
doflortioii by tho Mardthii, cavalry, lJultorfiold was dofoatcul and 
obliged to fall back with a losa of 500 mon. Bkiunor tlefondocl Ida 
rear during llio rotroat lo a fort called Shdrgarh, hohaving' very 
gallantly m Iho face of groat (liHicnltioH uud dangers, and bringing 
off his gnus with safety. For this ho roeoivod great coinmondatioa 
from Oaptain Dnltorilold, and Clonoral .I’orron hearing of it pronuitod 
him to tho rank of liontonant with tho jiay of lio. 300 a month. 

Tlio Bhaifl had now boon joined by Lakwa Dadu, and rotirod l« 
Ohiturgarh in Odapnir, and thither Ambaji Xuglia, thu now MarAtha 
ooinmandor-in-chiof, followed Ihoin. Captain Ihittorfiohl was again 
in Command of tho infantry, and Skimior, now promoted to tho 
charge of .two battaliouB, aooompauiod. him. A groat dofil of 
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skivjniEihing look placo, Lnl nolliing dooisivo was offoolotl. Nor woi-o 
nuiUora mondod when Awkaji ^s'UB joined liy Colonol Sntiierlaud and 
Cioorgo d’horuaa, wIiQ liad liooii tomporarily engaged by llio cliicsl. 
Tlio oampsiign, wliioli was not without advouluro for Skiimor hinisulf, 
was cul, rIuu'I by political considoratioiiH, and Colonol SutUorland 
being snspoctod of troaohery by Porroii, was sninirsDdod, and Ilia 
oonnuand coiiforrod on Major I’olilinan, an oAlcor undor whom 
SJiinnor Bubaoijnontly aaw innch Borvico. Jt may bo obsorvod tliat 
Kkiunor did not onro much for Huthorlnnd, and tlioro was a q^narrol 
bntwoou tho two Jioforo tho Colonol loft the brigado. 

Soon aflur aBauming oomiiiiiud I'ohlman was dirootod to take a 
fort oalJod -J/ijpnr, which was in tho possoseion of a refractory Itiypfit 
chiof namod Kauri Biugh. In tho firfit nsfiault ho auffored a sovoro 
ropniso, /n;t four days latar snccoodod in cairying tho pluao by storm. 
'I'hLs was ono of tho holtoat alTaira Skinuor was ovor engaged in. In 
t'olihnan’a life tho nnino of tliis fort is given as Shapura on vory good 
authority, but from internal ovidonoo it Booms inoro likely that 
Bkiimor’s location of tho scemo is tho right ono, thoro boitiR a strong 
tort at lajpur and nouo at Shapfira. I''rom horo tho brigade nmroliod 
to Delhi, at tlio Biogo and eapturo of wlucli, as well as at that of 
Agra, Bkimior was proBont, holh citios having rofnsod to aoknowlodgo 
I'omm's authority, 

The next aotiou in which Skimior was ougagod was tho haltlo of 
MalpiVra, hi whioli lio sliowod distingnishod gallantry. Lord William 
Ilmitinck, when ho was Clovornor-Oonoral of India, moutioiis an 
iiifiidont in thin bai.tlo in ono of his political dospatcihoR to tho Court 
of Dirootoi'H on tlie niihjoot of Bkinnor’s pnhlio Rorvicoa. “1 cannot 
refrain," ho writes, " from rolatiug an anoodolo told me by an old 
Birdav in tho.leypern sorvioo. flo had a oonnuand in tho batllo of 
Ihixar in 17114, and ho muni have boon a lumdrod yoavH of ago ; but 
hu bad still I'otainod tho ovootnosH of youth, ailno martial appoaranoo, 
and lilii fiirnltios rmimiiairod. Ifo doBorihod to mo, with a inanuor 
and oxprossion glowing with gratitndo, how in tho batllo of Icyporo 
(i.o., Malpura), Colonol JamoH Hkiimor, thou a youth, lod a ohargo 
of (snvalry, captuvod a field battory wJiioli tlio Hirdar commaudod, 
and tlum, by his hnmano and dooidod intorferonoo, aavod his lifo." 
It is worthy of Skmuor’s hahllual modosty that ho doos not relate 
this iacidoiil in his mvn dosoripliou of tho hattlo, but moroly mentions 
how he Hourly lust his own lifo in tho final rojailBo of tho lldthorfi, 
boing attack-od by one of thorn, who charged into tho oontro of tho 
flgnaro and Jdllod his horso, Hliinnoi* only OHoaping with his lifo hy 
an uiulignillod rotroat undor a tumhiil. After tho battle Skinuor was 
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ilio flml to roooiiiioik'o Ibo Jiiipiiv oanip, inlo whioh hn rotlo boldly, 
only to liiul it doBortod. IIovo ho lootod two ,"oldon idolfl with 
diiiiuond oyoH, h(itoii!.;iu{j to lliijnh I’liidiib Hingh, nnd liinkoliB to thn 
valno of Its, 2,01)0, fiinoiiRht thoin boiiif; “a hriifW lUdi, with two 
t'lwmrrcs hauf'iiiK down liko luoufitaohiofl.” 'PldH ouvinna ohjoot 
proved to ho tlio ]\!ahi, mariiiih, or li’ish nf J^igniLica, a dooorativo 
ftymhol eonlorrod by tlio Mn^lial oiupor-ovo on vajiiliH of tlio hif'liont 
rank, and oqnivalont to tlio Tlmio liorno tailH of tlio 'I'nrldHli I'hnpivo, 
or the Button of tho OhinoHO iiuindarin. Xu tluH intitiuu'o the decora- 
tion had 1)0011 conferred on Iti'ijah Bartiih Binf'h. Kkimior iirntientcd 
thiB valuable aoipUHitlou to tho Mai-atha General, and rocoived in 
rotni'n a haudBomo hhital and considorablo coimnondation. 

A few daya after tluN Porroii joined the army, and Bkinnor viidted 
Jaixinr in his swiU'. From horo ho wan dolaohed, in iiulopt'udont 
conmiand, to attack a fort noar tho Chnmhal rivor, helouKintj to a 
Eajpiit chief named Ttarn I’al Sin(j;h. On arriving hnl'oro this place, 
lie found tho low iirad wiiHh ho nearly lovol with tho oreiit of tho 
glacis, that thoro was no touching tho hafllionH with tho battering 
train, lie tlioroforo oponncl tronohos, and advanoed by regular 
approaohoa to tho glaois, and thou ordorod a iniiio io ho oarriod utuliir 
it. Whou tluH waH Hprinig Iuh throo liallalionH rmdiod forward to tho 
assault, and after ono rafclior rovovo cliook i.ho place wan taken. 
Hkinncir was next ordorod to asBlRt tho Karaoli Ili'ijah, who had, falion 
out with his noighhour of Unii'ii'a, and hirod iiovoral hattalionn, 
(amongst thorn Bkimiot’s from I'orrou), to fight his battlos for him. 
Tho forcQ oonsiwtod of six battalions of infantry, 2,000 oavalvy, and 
twenty guns ; of thoso tho only olllciont troopH wore Skinuor’i), 

Tho soono of tho campaign was hotwooii tho lorritory of 'I’onk and 
tho BanAs rivor, and horo tho two armioa camo in flight of ono 
anolhor. But tho ICaraoli ohiof was a coward, and an impociiniouH 
ono to hoot, and could not find money to pay IiiR morconarioH, who 
booaino no disflatififiod and insubordinato, that Bkinnor Hont for roin- 
forceinonta to Oolonol I’ohlmau, But hoforo they arrivod tho IJniara 
Bajah took advautago of tho troiihlos in hifl oiioniy’H oainji, and intri- 
gnod with tho discouleutod lovios, and a little lator moved out to 
give liattlo ; whoroupon tho whole of tho Karaoli infantry, with tho 
oxooption of Sldnnor’a battalion, rtoHortod to the onoiny. 

On Booing this, Hkimior couJincnoocl a retreat towardfl a donerted 
villago in his roar, which ho gainod with difficulty, driving oIT two 
of the onomy’fl battalions who oliavgod him. Thon tlio whulo of their 
cavalry and infantry, amounting to 0,000 men, camo on to tho atlaok, 
and upon this Bkinnor roaognisod it was hopoloss to altompt to hold 
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tlifl villaf^o. So ho dooitlod to I'olwat, if iioBBihlo, to Tonk, whicli was 
ftix niilofi (IihUiiI., and ovacnnU-d hin position, Inil was iuimodiatoly 
iitfiiflcod liy tlu) two l)nttidioiis who !ind x>'’OTiously charp;od Jam, 
mid wovo now iiidod hy Ihnir cavalry. Those Sldmior ropnlsod, hnt 
not withonli thn ioas of oiui of his five gnus, and his Iiorso was killod 
under him. 'I'lio roniaindor of tho onomy now oanio up fast, and 
Skinnor fiuiiul fnrthor jirogrcss impiosbiblo, so ho drow n]i his men on 
a level x'hun, and thou made Ihoin a short hut spirilod B])O0oh, tolling 
them l.liey could but dio onco, and oxhorting thorn to fight, and, if 
noeds be, fall like good and bravo soldiors. 

Allowinfif Iho ouomy to npiproiich to within fifty yards, Skinnor gave 
them a volley and thou charf'od. 'J’hoso in front gave way, and ho 
captured their gnus ; but Ihnir ilanks whoedod into action, and galleul 
him terribly ; whoroupon Hkhmor throw Ida men into a siiuaro, and, 
as a la.st rnHOUreo, attomj'tod to gain soino ravines about throo cpiartors 
of a mile awa3^ lint it was to no iinriKiso ; thu onomji, iiihiiiritod by 
bis I'l'troiit, cliargod again and again, captured three more of his 
giiuH, and destroyed no many of ids men tliat lie liad hut IJOO and a 
stiiglo field piece left. Driven to desperation, ho called on his nion 
to make a final sally, but as ho was in tho act of leading Ihom forward 
he Was shot through the groin hy a inatohlook man, and fell lo tho 
ground, and the roiimauta of bin bravo but unfortunate battalion were 
deidroynd, 

T 1 .UK hniipoui'd about three o’clock in tho afternoon, and ho did not 
regain confieionHnoftB till tho next morning, when he found Idrasolf 
despoiled of civorylhing oxoopl his iiantaloons. Avoimd him were 
hea])M of his dead and wounded Nalivo olllcors and Boldiern, among 
them a Hubfthdar with his log shot oilliolow tho knoo, and a .fomadar 
withapiko thrust through tho body. All wore tortured with thirst, 
and unable) to jitovo ; and thus they romainod in liolploss aguniy 
through tho long hot day, praying for death. Night oanio at last, but 
miitbeir reloetso from sufforiiig nor aBsistauoo, TJio moon Was full and 
clear, and about niiduight it was very cold. So dreadful did the 
jigflit appoar that Skinnor vowod to himself ihatif ho survivod it ho 
would never go sokliormg again, and if ho livod to recover, that ho 
would build a church to tho God of his white father. Tho wouudod 
(111 all sidoH wero moaning and crying out for water, and the jackals 
kept (littlng about, like fotir-loggod ghouls, tearing tho dead, and 
coming olottor and olosor to the living, and wore only kept off hy 
stomsb feebly thrown at them. 

Next morning an old man and woman came to tho hatllofleld 
carrying a baskot and a pot of water. To every wounclijd map the? 
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luttor gave a pioco of joari Broatl and n di'inlc of waloi'. Tliia I'ovivod 
Rkinnor, bn), aM )lio -woinan waa a OhiimM in (an oideiwlo) tlio Kubali- 
diu-, who was a higli-olas.s Uajpiit, would tako uniliing IVoin hoi' hands, 
saying Dial a liUlo ivioro or loss Biilloring wan nolilhng, and lhal lio 
proforiod l,o dio nnpollntod. 

fclkinnor wag ovoutnally roficnod by a ]iai'(y of (ho Uiiifira hfijah’s 
nion, ivho oaiuo to Uio bold lo bury Iho (load, and sand thn womuh'd 
into oanip. Tlio poor Subahdav now go(, somo wator, and lio and 
Mkinnor and fho rost woro liftod in shoola and takou t,o (,hn Ihijah's 
oncaiiipmont. After a month (ho ehkif gavo Bkinnor his hborty. 
It IB ploaaani, to loam that tho bravo Hubnbdar also rooovnrod, and 
that Skinnor sont tho poor CJiiimariv woman a prosont of a tlionHand 
rnpooH, and a mossago that bo eonaidored hor in tho ligiit of a mothor. 

Ilis womul now obliged Bkinnor to take loavo, and in I'kibniary ho 
wont down to Caloutta, whoro bo atayod sovciral nionllu, with iiis 
sistor, Mrs. Tomploton, rotnrning to his duties in tho month of 
Jannavy, 1801. Jn tho May following lio wan ongagod in tho storm 
of Hounda, having in tho interval boon tranKforred from tho Hncoml lo 
tho 'I’liird lirigado, whioli, undor L’odron, had boon ontrnstod with IbiH 
attnok. Tho column to winch Bkinnor was attaoliod lost tliroo ollloovn 
and 1,000 inou kiliod and wounded, bnt captnrod liakwa Hilda’s gnns. 
Tho oasnaltioB aro Bkinnor’a, and tho }iradont reader will do well to 
divido all his liguros by throo or four, and soiuotiineB more ; but in 
this Hkotoh tiioy aro all given as ho ostimatoH them. After tho victory 
Skiimor roturnod witli his corps to Aligarh, 

Two months Inlor lio was again sent on aolivo Horvioo, Diis time 
against Cloorgo ’['homas, Tlio 'L'hird Brigade was now eommandod liy 
Bouis Bourguion, an oiricor for whom Skiimor liad no rospoot what- 
ovor. Tlio ovonis of tho war liavo already boon, very fully dotailed 
(chioJly from Skiimor's moiuoirs), and iiood not boropcialod J although 
it may be noiod that Bkinnor eonsidors tho battlo of Oeorgogarh tlio 
sovorost one in whioli ho was prosont during liia military oaroor, halor 
on ho had a eroditablo share in sociiriiig for TlioiuaH tho torms whioli 
onablod lilni to surrondor with honour to himsolf, and Slcimicr’s eon- 
duct on this occasiou, unassumingly related by hhnBolf, is worthy of 
tho highest praiso. 

In March, 1802, Bkinnor, who liad boon postod haolt to liia old 
hrigado, Iho^Kooond, aooompnniod I'orron (o UJjaiu, and was prosout 
at tlio mcinorablo Harhar whoii Daubit Ihio Bindliia’s iniondod 
treachery was averted by tho onmiing and prooimtion of I’ervou. 
Skinner roturnod to IfiiHlufttan with tho (lonoral, and a ]H'riod of 
(lomparativo iuiiotion followed, till war bruko out with tho lliugliali in 



APrJSNDIX. 


893 


1803. On tho 28Ui of Uial monll! all tlio Bi'iiifih subjoete iu 
I’on'on’fi bi'ij'ruloH woro .sniuimu'ily (liHuiissod tho sorvico, and a few 
cla.yH lator Sldnnoi' joined Gonnral LakoV camp, midor cii'cniTislancos 
which Ins dark coniploxion rondorod aoinowhat mortifying to tho 
tnitDiir 'propro of a gallant jTimi. But thin wiw oompoiiHatod by tho 
troatmout ho roonivod from tho Commandor-in-chiof, who took a groat 
liuu’y to him, and idioidly aftorwardn, when 2,000 of I’orron’a Ilmdu- 
otani lioi'Ho cinno over to tho Bnglish after tho battio of Dolhi, 
apiiointod him to tho command. On this oooaHicni oocnrrod an inoi- 
dont whicli fihowB liow Skiunor was bolovod by his snldiory. Wlion 
tlio Iroopoi'H woro ankod whom they would havo for thoir commandor, 
with ojio voice thoy sljontod — “ Sikaiulcv Sahih” that boing tho 
apindlation, bale namo, half sohriquot, given Skinner by tho Nativoa. 
IHfi own oognomon they prouounood wluoh thoy ohangod 

into filhnidor, asnociatod in thoir minds with Alosandor tho Groat, as 
a oomplimout to SIcIniior’H flaimtlosH valour, which was a hyo-word 
amongst tlicin. 

Wilili Bkinnor'a subsoquoid oaroor it is not in tho provinoo of this 
cxnnpilatiou to doal. Bowon’s 2,000 Ilindufitaui homo hocaino a 
fiuuouH British irrogiilar oavalry corps, known as Skinner's Horse, 
or iiuuo fumilhu'ly and alfoctiouatoly as 'Vho ydhm Hoys. Thoy and 
thoir loader covorod thomsnlvos with glory during tho next thirty 
yoars, and thoir exploits and achiovomontfl won for Skiunor tho Buh- 
stantivo rank of J jiouLoimut-Colonol in tho liritiuli Army, and tlio 
covulod distinoLiou of tho O.B. A valuable jaghir in iho Aligarh 
(tistricL was also oonforrod upon him. h’ov many yoaro his hoad- 
([uarters U'oro at door, go 'Thomas's old oajutal of Jli'msi (near to which 
some of his doscoudautH aro atill living), and ho porformod ablo service, 
(dthongh hilt artor life was not unchoipiorod with Homo dinappoint- 
iiumiiH which lio did not dcsorvir Uo mado n liont of friends, and 
foimd many tulmiiws, amongst thorn such diatinguiKhod mon as Tjord 
Bake, Sir John M'alcohir, Bord Motoalfo, Bord Miuto, the Martptis of 
IBettiugs, Btu'd Combormoro, and Bord William Bontineic. It is 
goodly roll of jiatrouo and aoqnainttmooH for tho oiTapring of a Com* 
Itany’s (insigu amlailajputui girl, and ono whoso only intro duo tion to 
hij:;h sooicty was his own slorling wortli 1 

Many anoodotos aro rolatod. of Skiunor, hut only two or throe can 
ho Iioi'o rucordod. L’orhaps his most romarkahlo oharaotorlBtic was 
liin modoNty and nttor (!oiilMM])t of all nsflumptiou. To tho ond of his 
lifii an old spooix was placed on ins broakfiist tahlo ovory inoraiiiig to 
remind liiiu of his own hmuhlo origin and early days. In fulfdmont 
of tho vow ho mado on tho baf,tlolio)J of Lfniilira, to build a church to 
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tlio God oDiift liiitliov il' lais lilb woro aparod, lio cu'octod tlio odifloo of 
Rf. JamoH at Dollii, nt a ooal of C'JiO.OOn, and in tbo fianio Hplrlt of 
inodoat liuiuility bol'orii noted, ofloii oxin'OSHcd a dciKiro that when lio 
(lied lio Bliould lio l)m'i()d, not witliiii it, l)iit nndor tlio doiff will, ho that 
all poi'HonH onloi'iiif; might traiuplo upon “ tho chiuf of aiiuiorn.” 

Skinnc!i''s dmnohtio hahila woro inBomo roapoclH luoro Mnhiiiuiniulun 
Ihnu Ohristiati, and l>o loft hohiiid him a nmnovoiiH family hy Huudry 
wivoH, of whom lio had at loaKt fourtoon. tlis oldcHt son, HovcuIuh 
H kiniiov, waR odiicatod in Eiighuid, and through tho iiillutinoo of Lord 
William liontinoli; rot'oivod a conimiHHion in tho Ilydrahad Gonlin* 
gont, nineh to Iuh fatlior’H delight, lu IBlid Ookmol Hldnnor was 
oonfiruiod, and durin,g liia latlor yoai-H wan Rincoruly pionti, ('oUHlantly 
fltudying tho liihlo, and )iropai’iug hiuiHolf for Ida ond, Ho diad at 
Ilfinsi on tho 4th of TDooonihor, 1841, aged (-lixty-throo yoai'R, and wai! 
hnriod thoro with military hononra. lint a litthi hitor Ida ronuiina 
woro diainlorrod, and oarriod to 3 Hilhi lo ho deposited hy the aide of 
luH dearly lovod friimd and comrade, William h’l'aHor (brolhor to Ida 
biographer), nndor tho altar of HI, JauiCH’a (Ihurch. It had boon Iuh 
wiah to ho Imriod rioar I'kanor, and it wiiH felt proper that tluH wifdi 
Hhmild 1)0 tnirillnd. 

Oil tho 17th of h'ohruary 18'ISi, aeoompaniod hy tho whole of hin 
corps, and a groat noneonrso of poox)lo,tlio coH'in was oarriod from Hanai 
to Sitarani'lca-Sarai, on tho oiitsldrtB of .Oolhi. lloro all that waH 
mortal of tho gallant old advonturer was rnot hy tho oiviliaiiB and 
military oftlcoi'H of tho station, and a vast ninltitudo from tho oity, and 
so oRoortod to its final rosting-pdaco. “None of tho hlmpiorovn of 
Hindustan,” said the Natives, “ woro over brought into Delhi in such 
Rtato aa fiUiandor StvIUh /” 

Skinnp.b, RoBKivr, IifA.TOii, — llohort Hkinnor was tho younger brnthor 
of Colonel Janros Hkiiiuer. Ho ontorod l^’orron’s army in Novotuhrir, 
1800, with an onsign'a oommission, and was jawtod to do duty ndlh 
his brother’s battalion. Tho iutrodnotion ol tho young suhaitorn to 
his men was a oliaraotoriatio ono. The older Hkiimor callod his moat 
Irnsty Native ollicors logotlior, lino old soldiovs, with Rotirrod faoos and 
gyiKKlod boards, and stoady, intropiid followa ovary one of them. 'rht'U 
ho drew liimsolf np in military fashion, and pointing to Uohert, iiaid, 
“ This is my hrothov ; soo yo bo liia itt'oti'ctors 1 ” Tho votevans, 
Btrolclng thoir boards, and carrying thoir hantls on thoir I'orohoadR, 
ropilied with grave emphasis—" On our lioiids ho it 1 ” ,1 aiuofl Bkiunor 
was not fiiiito ooiifidoiit of his brother's diaorotion, and soloolod thift 
-mothod of safegrtOir’ding bis inoxporionoo. 
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Itolioi'L KldiiiK'i' Wfi'i pvosniil. Ill llio alliiolc oji l{inw I’iil Singli’w I'oH 
llio (Jlnuuliiil, wliiirc In' wiu) woiin(l(i(l l)y ii l)iiHcL in Ujo uook, and 
ribliKnd to iiiliirn 1.0 Alifiavl) to rocovov. TTo I'oJoijHHl lint brother after 
llio ilej'oiit of lluii'irii, aiul wito noon iifterwiirdH promoU'il to I ho ranic 
of Uouloiiaiit, and {'ivon Uiii coininaml of fi biitialioii in tho Bocond 
Bri/fiulo under I’ohlman. Tlie next oociihion (in winch Iho two 
bi'oliiera i;orv(ul nidi' iiy nido wiih in tiui war agaimd Cleorj^'o TliojuaH, 
At till) liatHo of (.looi^'t'jiarli tiiolollowinf; nuddunt ocoumid, tonolnn^'ly 
related iiy (''raiiof in t;hiim(>r'n nii'nioirn : “ Janios and Roiiort HkiiiUDr 
were ouf'iiKod at diituroiiL jiartH of tlui fioid, ho that uoitiior know iuiw 
tiui oliuu- fai'od. Tiio oainKmade wiui ho lioreo and oontinuouB, and 
i.iui Hlau<'htui' no fii'i'iit, tind. nil wasi amoko and oarnii"o, and tiioro waa 
little ooinnuiaioatiim holwnou tlio difforont liattiiUonH onKa/,'od. When 
llie liatUo (leaned, a ri'iiotl came to .lamoH that hin lirotlior lind boon 
killed, whilht a Hiiniltu oiio roacliod llobort hh to .lanuiii. Hotli, inovod 
liy (ino inumlMi, ran to tlio bloody Jiold, witliouL llunlcinf' of roat or 
I'ofreHlnucmt, and hou''1iI all ovor for tlio body of tho brotbor, bid. in 
the dai'luuiHft, amidat tho thaiiHanda of corpnoH, lorn and inutilatod by 
tho (laiuiou Hhot, noitlior fonnd what ho wnigld, luul after a woary 
and fnililofm aoaroh, tluiy rotiu'iuiA to tho lout of their oouunauding 
ollloor to niako llioir riijiorl. lly a ainKular oliauoe they outorad from 
oiHiooUe iddoa at tho aamo nioiuont, and tho llrst thing that mot thoir 
oyen waB tho ohjoot on which thoir thouglitB wore dwelling. 'Plioy 
naw nothing oloo, but ran and ombraood, oalliug out oaoh otlior’H iiamoa 
beforo tlio oIUoovs that lUled tho tout.” 

tloiiort Hkiuuor wan ongagod at tiui aiogo and hlorm of llfniBi, and 
at the latlor led one of tlio Ihruo aHHiuiiliiig cohiiimH. In tlio liiwid to 
liand fitreot iigliting lie approaohod no cloao to Tlioiuas on oiio ocoa- 
i.ioi), that “ he get a out at liiin, lint liiB armour Havod ThomaH.” It 
wan oliiiracteriHlio of 'i'lioiuaR’fl gonoroun naluro thal. after Ida mir- 
rendur ho was “ jiarlionlarly graciouH to Uio younger Bkhmor, whom 
lie embraced, and showed him tho cut ho had roooived from him on 
Ilia holt.” 

On till) ocourremeo of tho war with tho MngliHh in ItlUii, llobort 
Hkinnor, aftor bolug dismiHSod from I'orron's army, repaired to 
Biii'dluuia, and tookHOrvioo with tho JLlogiun Bomni, and when Oonoral 
Jjako arrived at Bikaiidra waH deputed by that lady to uuiko tortts Jbr 
lier, whieh ho did Huoc<>s()fiilIy. fciuliHoiinontly BJdmior ontored tho 
Company's Borvioe, and was given tho local rank of lioutmuuil, and 
appointed to tho cavalry corps hia brother oommandod. In tliifl lio 
oontiuuod to Horvu for many yoarH, performing oscollont sorvioos, and 
winuing many onoomiuius. In ItJlfi Jaiuoa Skiunor, with the 



«08 


APPENDIX. 


gonoi'ow'l.y ol'ilihpoKitiDU iiiul livolliin'ly iidbciion wliioli no dintiiiffuisliod 
luK iiutui'o, dofiii'iid to Hovof JVom Jils eoi-pH ii portioii to bo umdo iiilo 
a fiuparato ooiimliuid Ibi' Idn bj'oUiov, -whotio iidofoabi lui Uulh liojicd 
to foi'wai'd. Jjiit l4<u'd tJaHlinfiiH, Ibo Uavoi'nor-Ooiioval, pvoroi.'i.'(jd Uio 
(brco boiiif; loft iiitnct, tuid llobort fdkiimor romiduetl in cuuninand of 
Iho Hooniul roRhnonl in it, bnl ^vlla promolod In Iho niidi of loeal 
Major. In 181!) llio ( lovornuioiit fU'anlod him in porpotuily a wniill 
jat/lur in tho diHlrtot of j\li;;iir)i ; bill ho did not Uvo to onjoy il. lonjf, 
for luH doalli oooiii'i'ocl in .1821, boforo lio had roachod hii.) foriiotli 
year. 


Bmith, Lhwls hhiitiiiNAMi', MA.roii,- Major Ijowih i''oi'dinaud Hnn'th, 
HM Uio luBtovian of Uio luilitary advonUivoH of IlinduRlan, and ait an 
ailvonturor himaolf, and a wriU'i' of couHidorablo aldlily, doHCi'vofi a far 
nioi'o ootuplolo biofjvapliy Uian ciin, indiap]iily, ho cnnipilod ; for lio 
wiiH a jnodost Koldlory man, who proforrod to wrilo of tho aclu’uvo- 
luontH of othovH, not of bio own doodn. Of IiIh oarly caroor littlo in 
roGoi'dod. 11 own a Iho Koii of Major Lowii) iSniitli, an olhror in tho 
nononrahlo Company’H oorvioo, audoutorod Hindhia'ft army during; tlio 
timo that Do Doiguo wna in oommaiid, (ihough at what itrceiHO dalo it 
in iniposHiblo to nay, IIo ovidontly know Do Boignc wiill and iuti- 
iiiatoly, for in 179(i and J.7‘.)7 ho coutribiilod two oxcuUout lottcii'H, do- 
Horiptivo of tho Oonortil’H life and oaroor, to tho Caloiilta ToU'i/rapli — 
a', onrioun luuno for a nowspapior in tlio hiHl ooutury, althonf,']), ho far 
back ah t7(l7, Jidgoworth had iuvontod las Tvluloffni/ih, ooutrantod 
into TeUotji'iiph, “ a maohino which dosoribos worda at a diataneo." 
'fids digrosHton ia, liowoYor, paroulhoiical. In tho two lottors alindod 
to. Smith iudicatoB tliathohad along daily intorcoiu'ao witli DuJioigno. 
Ilis fu'Ht indopoudent oomnuiud on active aorvioo nooniH to havo bcou 
ill 1708, when lio dofeatod tho forcos of Uio Dhopal Btato in an ongrigo- 
monl, when ho was at tho head of a batlnlioii of infantry and 100 
cavalry, fn. Dooombor of tho following yoar ho waa oidmatud wdli 
lliQ conduct of a moro conaidorahlo campaign. An impoatoi nanntil 
Bnltftn Hhah gave iumoolf out to bo Oludam Ki'idor, tho miaci'cniit 
who blinded tlio lOmpovor Hliali 'Alamin 1788, and wliomlio di’clarcd 
iiad novel- boon killed, but o.scapod and ruaoluid Mecca. Bidtau 
Shall, olairniug this poi-Bonulity, protoudod iio Imd boon ordorod 
by tho T’rophot to vocovor ULudustan from tlio Marii.tlu'ln, and 
re-ORtnblisli tho Muhiurmuulan Iliupii’o. Jfo appoarod in iirmw in tlio 
proviaeo of Saharanpur, whom lio was oppoHod by a MarfdliA, ofiloial 
namod Bamclnmdor i’alkia, whom ho easily dofoatod. Iflio tiahii of 
thin victory brought him a muubor of foUoivorSi and Porroii fomicl it 
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iioooBKiw'y (.0 huud Major Kniitli wHli Uiroo battalious iigainRl him, 
KmKjIi wiiR Hirouglhonod hy honio of ll:o llogum Homm's troops, and 
Iho oomhiuod forwo maruhod agaiiiiit SulUm Bhali, and ou tlio 2iiiul of 
Novouduir, L7'J!), oaiuo iipiiii him iit Urn villiigo of Dt’hm, luiar thn Kali 
Nadi, ymith at oiu'O uroBmid Iho iivov, hut tho Ikigum’s hattalioiiH 
I'ouuiuKid wlioi'o they worn, “ for moro Boourity,” as a coiilomponiry 
clu'ouifkir iiuaintly pulH it. Au action took placo, and tho Jmpoator’n 
army, which coimiRlod of 10,1)00 ItohillaH, 400 ouvalry, and somu small 
finld piiu'OH showod poor figlit. Bmith nih'iuicud piiLcldy to within 
griipo-hiiot raiigo, and tium poured sovoral discluu'gos into tlio onomy, 
wlio furlliwith took to iligid, and wore ohaiiod fur a oousidorablo 
diiitanoo. 

'I’ho iio-vt ronord of Fhuitli’H aorvicoa is during tho war with Goorgo 
'I’lioimiB, 111 wliich his aohiovomniitH at first wcrolosa hatisfiictory. Jlo 
was in nmumaud of a hnttalioii of iioargmoii’s lirigado, and do- 
tached witii this and two othorn to hosoigo Goorgogarl], whilst tho 
Oulouol tollowod 'I’homiis on a wild-gooso ohoso into tho fclilfh country, 
Tlio Jatlor doiihlod hiwk, fthook oH'lm ptnmov,% mid swooped down on 
Hrnith, witli a igroally wnporior luimorical foix'o. Bmilli ut oiioo raised 
tho siogo, and roi.roalod upon .ihajjur. “ Why 'J'lioinaB did not follow 
ino,’’ he writes in his lioolc, “ 1 eauuot say. If lio had oentiunod tiro 
pursuit I niiiHt have lost all my gnus, and. my parly would huYo heon 
iionijilotoly dostroyod. But Thomaa spared mo and remained at 
(Hiurgtigai'h.” Bmilh was resonod from liis porilouHly weak position 
by his liroLhor’ii arrival next day; but ho did not forgot Thomas’s 
moderation, and amply repaid it. tie was presout throughout tho whole 
of tho oampaigii, aud aoeompaiiiod .Bourguiou to TIiinsi; audwliou tho 
latlur luul “Huhduodtlui garrison with gold, which in India is moro 
irrohiidiblo tium in liuropo,” Bmitli ciimo forward to asHiel Thomafi to 
obtain liououmhlo tonus of siuroudcr. 

Lu L 8011 Bmith aecompaniod Dmlrouoc’B Brigade to tho Doooan, and. 
lator in tlio year roluriiod with it to Ilindustau, aud surroudored to 
{’uloui'l Vauilolour at Muttra, a fow days after the battle of Delhi, 
availing himsolf of tlio Govovuor-Clouoral’B proolamatiou oirormg 
ptmiiiouB to all British BUhjoete iu tho Maratlul ouipkiy who roaignoil 
Ihoir ]iostn, and licdng awarded one of Its. l,a0O a month, "I have 
lost,” ho writes, “ llus hopoB of au iudopoudont fortimo, whioh I 
Would liavo aonuired from my rauk, tho rosiilt of my long Rorvico, iu 
Hpilo of roiTcm’H itijuidice ; aud I whoidd havo starved had it not hoou 
fur tho pulitieal and muiuCenut gonoroaity of tho Most Noble iho 
Clovernor-Oojwral in allowing liberal pioviHioiia to tlio British 
tiilicm, who wore ohligod to ijtiit Boindia’s service on the doolaratiou 
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of war. Wo slioiiUl liavo lioon wftiil'iug in pi'hioiplo, uud in duty to 
ouv coimlry, liad wo oouimnod to hox'vo Uk onomusH.” .IJoKidoH boing 
the author of “A. Shotcli of Iho Itognliir Oorptj in Wio Korvieo of tho 
Native I'rinooa of India,” Hiuith coiitributod tiovorai ]iaxK!rH to the 
Aaiiitic! Aunuid Rogi&tor and othor publioatioiiH, for bin Htyki of coiu- 
poHition can omdly bo rGcuguisod iu uuuiy of Ibo " NowbIoIIoi'h ” 
which ap)pGarod in fudiau nowHpapoi'H during llio time that L’onou 
ilouriahod. 

Smith, JilwiLius Nelix, Oavtain. — Captain 13. P, Smith wiui a 
younger brother of Lowia fi’ordiuand Sniitl), and waa lioru in Uobil- 
Itbaud iu 1777. Ho onturod Siudhia’s Borvico at a veiy early ago, but 
l(3ft on obtaining a oommisHion iu the titith itogimont. TIub, how- 
ovor, ho Kubaoi]uontly rosignod in order to romaiu with his brother, and 
to this end ro-outoi'od Kindhia’s oorvieo iu IBOt). Soon after Uiis lie was 
ougtigod in tho reduotion of two robed baltaliona, uonnuaudod by the 
widow ofOaptaiiiijo Marohaut, who luid refusod submiti.Bion to I’orrou'n 
ordorti. IIo thou oblaiuod au aixpolutnioirt iu tho Jlinduatiwu .Tfovse, 
aud aociojupauiod iiourguiou on tho campaign agaiunt (loorgo 'J'lioinaH. 
Whoii his hrothor was dolbiitod at Ooorgogarli, anil obliged to fall 
back on Jhajjar, J3iuiliuB Imrriod to tho roliof at tlio lioad ofhiH cavalry, 
and “ poiformod ivu astoniuhing ra)>id inovoniont of eighty union in ton 
houi'H, fratornal all'ootioii giving impvdso to Jiia ooni'Ho,” Two days lator 
lio commanded tho loft wing of Bourguiouh army at tho hattlo of 
Coorgogtu’h ; aud whilst gallautly loading it io tho ohargo, bift log wan 
Kovorely shatlorod by a Ibtir-pouudor oannon-baii. Ho was roinovud to 
Jliajjar, whore ho boro tho lortnroa of an unskilful opqratiou with 
manly fortitudo, but suuk uudor the fovor which tho wound and shook 
to the system indiiood. Ifo diod on tJio Bth of Octolwr, IBOl, aged 
twenty-four years. D usb hoforo ho ojcpirod ho said with a sigh— “ Ah, 
why did I not fall on tho plains of Hgypt witii my rogimnnt. 1 nhould 
thou have diod without a rogrot." Ho foil a saorilico to his ardour 
for his profoHHion. IIo was a young man ol lino character, atl'uo- 
tionato diapositiou, and good oducation. Uomothiug of a poot, loo, 
for mauy fugitive iiiooos from hia pon found a corner in tho Calcutta 
poriodicals of tho day, 

SoMBUi'i, on Homeu.-— His infamy rather than his aohiovemontH 
lirivo rescued tlionamo of this notorious advonturor from oblivion, and 
awarded it an unoiiviablo nioho iu Indian liistory. Bombro’s real 
namo was ’VValtor lloiuluml, and lio was reputed to bo tho sou of a 
butcher at Baltsburg, whore lie was born iu 17/30. At tho ago of thirty 
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Iio oam(3 onl to Pondiohori'y an boavil a Proncli frigate, from which 
ho ilescrtod in order to onli.st in tlio Pronch army of Houtliorn India. 
'I'o hide luH identity iio as&umod the name of Somers as a )iom dc 
ifiicrrc, Imtliis saturumo loaturoa and lowering mien soon caused its 
eorruijtiou into the aohriqiicl of Souiliro, which in turn was fcwi.stod hy 
Native pronunciation into Boinrn. 

Sombi-o appears to liavo spent somo years in the Carnatic and 
S ]utliorn [ndia before ho made his way to Bengal. Arrived hero, ho 
first of all ouliflted as a private soldier in a Swiss batbilion in the 
employ of the Company, but oightoon days' oxporiouoo of it sufficed, 
and ho orossod the boundary into Cliaiidernagoro, and was ap2iointod 
a Horgoant iu Moiis. Law's force. But lie was soon diBoontontod witli 
this, and onoo more abandoning his allogiimco, ^u-ocoedod to the Upxior 
rroviuooH, whoro ho assumed the Native stylo of dross, and entered 
the Borvioo of Suriij-ud-BauIa, the Nawfib of Bengal, as a common 
trooper. This situation proved even loss to his likn}g than his previous 
ones, and for Iho next two or thi'oo yoars ho a^ipoars to have lod a 
rosthms and vagabond oxiatonoe, till 1700, when ho joined llio vobol 
Ji’aujtlnr of Parnoa, by wliom ho was appointed to the command of a 
niiall fureo, with iuatruotions to drill it in Iho Europ)oan method and 
bring it into discipline. In a fow months tho P'aujdiU' suffered a 
rovorao, whiolr najurally doloruiinod Howhie io desorl him. Tho 
advouturor now aoeopLod a similar post under an Armenian name, 
(.U'ogory, a monibor of a Oaloutta fauiily of ropnto, and iho virtual 
minister of ICaasiiu Ali Khto, who had sucoeodod Kuri'ij-ud-Baula as 
Niiwill) of Ilongah Portuno favouring Sombre, ho was jiromated to 
tho command of two hattaliouB. In 170!} a rupture occurred botwoon 
Ifassim Ali and the Company, and tho former, enraged at tho ill 
aucoosa of his arms, treacherously atlackod and captured a largo body 
of English roaidonts at Patna, and iu a sjiirit of wanton and blood- 
thirsty rovougo, ordered thorn to bo oxcoutod. 

But tho deed was too dark and foul a ouo for any of ICaaBim AU'a 
Nativu offioors to undertake, and it was rosorvocl for Soinbro to iugra- 
tialo himself with his maator by carrying out the oriine. Tbo details 
of this “oxoorablo villainy” arc thus given in tho “ Annual Itcgislor.” 
" Homers iiivitod above forty ofiioors and other gonllomon, who were 
amongHt these lui&rtnnato prisonors, to sup with him ou tho day ho 
had fixed for tho execution, and when his guests wore in full soourity, 
protootod as they imaghiod hy tlio laws of hospitality, as well as by 
tho riglit of prisonors, bo ordorod tho Indians uador Ms command to 
fall rrpon them and cut thoir throats. Even Ihoso barbarous soldiers 
revolted at the orders of this savago European. They rofusoil at first 
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to obey, and dosLi'C'd tlial aviiiH should ho given to tho hugliNlj, and 
tUiU they would then ingago them, fcjoiiu'i's, iUod in his villinny, 
conqioUud thou wdh Wows and llivoala to tho aeoomidiBhmGiit nf 
lhat odious hoi'vioo. I’ho uiifoilnmito vkdiuvH, though l.luin mnUhinly 
atlaokotl and wholly miavmod, luado a long and liiavo dnfiinco, iiiul 
witli 11 Kiiv plates and hottlns ovoii hillod sonio ol. Lludr iiRfiaiJiintu, lull, 
in tho end they woi'o all slaughtoicd. Ihonuoduig thou, with a Pdo ol 
Sopoys, to tho pi’ison wlioro a uuiuhoi’ of tho piiBouui-n thon voiuiiined, 
ho dii-oolud the iriaHsacro, and with his own hands awiifitod in tho 
hdiumau slanghtor of ouo hnndrod and forty-oifilil, dcfonodloBS Euro* 
poana confined within its w,aHs— an apiialliiig act of atrocity that has 
stamped his naino with infamy for ovov." ,T nslico roipuros it to bn 
added that in ono account of this tiiigody, it is assertud tliat 
tiomhro's own Ufo would havo boon forfoitod had ho rnfusod to carry 
onl, IvaHsim All’s aoinmainls. 

Ih'itish troops wore soon umrohiug up Irom Oiiloutta to avenge this 
foul deed, and Kassini Alt Khi'iu’s army was dofoatoil. Hut hoforo 
this happened fjoiubro had boon invited by tho NawAb Wasir of Oudli 
to ontor his iiorvicn, and soizing tho opportunity of Kansim All's dim 
trass, runonucod his allogiauco, oxtorlod by violouoo tho arrears of piay 
clna to him, and llion marchnd his two hattaliuns to raiclmnvv, whore 
he onterod on his now apjiointiuont, 

lly tho Olid of 17(i;t yonibro’s force had incroasod to four Iiattalions 
of infantry, ono of cavalry, and a strong complement of artillery, and 
their eoimuandor eujoyod a higli in/luonoo id, Onnrt, until war broke 
out with tho blnglisli, and tho NawfihWasir was dofoatod at tho liatUn 
of Bu\ar, and compollod to suo for pinace, when ono of tho priuuipal 
conditions insisted on liy tho English was tho sim'oudor of Hnmhro, 
Tho Nawab acoopted tho stipulation in theory, lint pointed out thal, 
ill praoUco, Sombro was in command of an armed force, whieii made 
Ids apprehension imposBiblo. llo proponed, as an alloriiiitivc, to 
poison or assassiiialo tho ndvonluror,but tliiti suggestion wan duoliiiod. 
IVToanwhilo Sombro, anspcicting tiio tenor of the pvotnudod nef;o(ia> 
Hour, took advanlago of tho delay lo imrround and jihiiuli'i' tlio 
Niiwab's ItognruR, who had been ontrusted lo him for prolueliini, and 
also to rob Ins Into master, Kasaim Ali, who was at the limn a rofngiu) 
at tho Otidli Court. Having thus nequirod a largo wim of money by 
mothods porfoatly in koopiug with his past career, Jio Homived the 
fidelity of his force by paying it u)) In Ml, and ilieu uinrcbed to 
llohilkhand. H oro ho onlorod tho servioo of tho Afghan eluof, Ifalh 
Riiimat Ali—tho bonovolonl llohilla rulor of Macaulay’, a w.say mi 
AVarron Hastings. Bni foar of tho English soon dinvii him lo Icavt 
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Llio iioifflibouvliootl, and marohiii{> to 1%, Iio oaliatod undoi' tlio bannors 
of tlio JtU Kiljah of Bhartpur. Ilia conuection with this potentate waa 
of ii. voi'y filiorl ilnratiou, foriu afow months ho vvaH serving tlio Efijah 
of Jiiijinr in a Bimikv capacity, hilt the Ilajput pvineo soon diamisNod 
a iiioi’ccniii'y whom ho found too I'illainoits for iiis. aorvioo, and Soiuhro 
iiually tondorod hia sword to Niijaf Khan, Iho Wiizir of Shah 'Alam, 
tho .Wiiiiioror of Delhi, and a iiohlomavi who solclom roiiiBoil the jiro- 
posalfi of any military adTOutnrnra, and who agrood to pay Sombre 
Its. (WjOOO a month for tho sorvicos of his party. 

Up to this period of his caroov Somhro had served twelve orfourtoon 
diJfuront niasters, bnt lie ronininocl in Ibo sorviro of the Court of 
Dolbi until bis death. This fixity of ouiploymout was probably duo to 
his liaving boon annigaed a ricJi jfi'jUir or cslalo at Saidluliia, a dis- 
trict KQixio forty milos north of tho capital, wlioro he built and fortified 
his hoacbiuai'tot'B, and sottlod down. 

ifrom iho tiiuo that ho had (putted civiliaatioii iiud Ciiandomagoi'o, 
Somlii'o had adojiloil tho native dross, and with it Iho enstom of Icoop- 
ing a imroni. At Sardln'uia iio foil in lovo with a very boanlifnl, and 
okrs romarlsablo woman, oonoorniug whoso parontiigo them nro various 
acBOUnls. (hio historian assorts that sho was tho daughtor of a 
dooaycid Muglial nobloinan, anollior that sho was a Kasliuiiri dauoing- 
gir), and a third that sho was hy birth a Syvd/iui, or lineal doaoondant 
of tlio I'rophot. Somhvo was already married to a woman of tho 
Massalmiui faith, who was still alivo ; bnt this did not provont him 
from ropealing tho eoroinony with this girl who had takon hi.s i'ancy. 
ITis eonnoction with hor laid tho fonudation of tlio fortimos of liia 
family, for tho Bogum Bomru, ns slio canio to bo callod, was not loss 
notable for her beauty than for hor oxlraordinary dovoiiiooB and foroo 
of oharacitor. Bho soon gainod a gronl ascondancy over Boiubro, and 
it was in a groat moasuro owing to her iulhionoo that ho abandoned 
his roving life and soiflod down pormanontly at Sardhfma. 

So’nihro wa,s an lllilorato man who eonid nollhor road nor write, 
though ho spoke roraiiui and HinduBtani flnoully. Et i.s to his credit 
that ho was novoi' asliamcd of lus luimblo origin, and although his 
noi.'viBO,s wore eagerly courlod and bid for, and ho onjoyod a position of 
couHidoraldo political pnwor in tho country, ho dospisad show, and 
proforrod a plain iwostoutations mode of life. Jlnt witli this ainglo 
statomout tho oatogory of his viriuos is begun and ended. Iio pos- 
fiosaod a oortain dogroo of low and crafty intolligonco, btit was uttorly 
doHtllnto of military bIuII, martial spudt, or personal conragia, whilst, 
onnsidoring tho ]iosaibiliticifi opoiv to him, ho was singularly devoid of 
ontorpriso and ambitiou. Shortly after onloring N»(1aE Khan’s service, 
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ho wan ofl'oi'od ft livvf'o aiul iiupoi'Umt Jinihtd, or iniliiiftvy ftHfuf'ninoiii 
of torritory, whuih woiilil Imro I'liir^od him to ft iii'iiicoly iiohilion, hut 
ho jii (j((U'L('(l a mouutaiy inoiilhly payiuiml, iiml rofu.siul lliii iiroi)OMU. 
It ih probablo ho rofti’Oil Uio li'.k involvoil in oociijiyin/f lui (ixli'iiilod 
tin ritury iio('('S‘,ihitiiiK tho ilihti'ibulioii of hia trooim, mul pi'i>l'onoil to 
kooj) tlifiiii logothor ami ooiicoMlmtoil iiboul. hiti poi'i.on. it in 

kmnvu tliiit aftor Iho imiHHiH-io <)f I'ahia lio .Milfoi-oil iioooioa (jl 
roiUoi'BO ami four, aiut livuil in tho uiiHorablo ami cointniit (ci'ror of 
boing boU'ayod into the hauilii of tho l'’i[i;{li!.h to cxiiialo liifi erimo. b’o 
pi'ovcnit fwch a I'ato lio ahniyw carriod poii.oii ubimt iiia poraoii, willi 
whirh to tormhialo hin oxialoucoif iioooHiuiry, and if hie. c’oui'ii(,;i' aorviil 
liiuj, 

fcloiubro'R ilinpoiiition wao inoiviliif.i'., ci-iiol, (trnl h/oodtluriify, and In) 
wan I olidly wanting' in hmunir and lidnlily. iVvaidoioni) iiitd nni.cni- 
pulowi to an (iftloundinK dofp'oi^ ho harlorod )}iii nword to tint lii/^hoat 
bidder, ■with tlio ('iiffoi'mins of a hn(‘k^.tol■ diiipntuii(' of poviidiahlo ffooiln, 
and cdiiiiiftod liifi foalty with lUo aanio uiK-oucorii that ho cihanj'od hin 
ooiU. l.Iifi I'oivo wan olViuonxI by Miiroi'oiun,, but fow, if niiy, of lluim 
■worn men of ronpootiUiility, and tliono Iio oiu;iii:cnl woro ('('uoraliy tho 
very droffH and drow, ofHo('i<'ty. 'I'bo coiraaiuonou waa Unit Idii troojiK 
worn Rouorally in a stato of pronomiooil .mutiny and iui.ubordiuatiou, 
oommittiiii', ovory imaghiablo ontraRo upon Ibo pornonH of tlunv onicom, 
\vho3u they doapiaod. 'I’lioy noldom obtained tliidr pay until they luul 
put thoir commiuidor into enniinomont, and mado him dlf’: np liia 
hidden troanuro, if ho had any, or liovrow from bankori: if ho had 
now), jr tho ti’oop.a worn impalionl it wiw their eniilonj to diveiit 
Honibro of Ida trotifiora and otraddlo him aiM'Ohii a hot ('iin. Whim one 
hftltalionhad oxlraetod ita duon, ho ^vafl ottim himdod over io another 
to bo fiirthor Bipteo-dod. lu lalor yoarn tho l!o;'iim heiVielf wan mdijiioted 
to tho atarviiif; prooohH, but Oolonol fdleoman in tho authorily for 
atnUng that oho wan novor actviaUy ('rillod on a Rnn, 'I'ho namo 
writer HtfttoH that it wan Homlirci'n invariahlo rido ^vh 0 !^ on(.ffif't'd in 
aotivo Horvioo to draw up at a pafo illohuK’O ami awrdt tho omirHO of 
ovonh), Jf victory dochirod for tho onomy Iw nold hin imbrolmu foron 
to tho foo foj- a canh paymoul ; if bin owJi I'riondn won, lui promptly 
aMsiRiod thorn in pluudcriug, and no Hoourod all the taiif'Udo trnilH of 
victory. 

Lewis Ferdinand Hiuitli lian loft ou rooord a HoatIiIn(» orilioinm of 
Somhro’B oUaraoLor an a Holdier, and of tho inorilR and ipialilioH of hifl 
Corps. ‘‘Sombre's party,” ho writes, “havo uovoi' boon eonupiencmn 
for their military aohiovomonts, nor fauwil lor thoir ndlllai’y trephiun. 
They never lost a gun and uo'^for gaiaed emu, until they woro dofoatod 
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by Hh) iimiy uoar Ailjjiiita (JliiU (Assayo). !!iU llioy woi'O 

I'cuiai'kaliln (bi’ tlipii' o\;oollont i’cUtiiIm. Souibvo niaclo U a I'ulo in 
iivdl'y aulioii lo draw hiH moii oul 1u lino, (iro a Cow hliota, and Hum 
(bi'iii fiqaai'o iiixl I’oli'oiit, 'bluH I'ltlo Jii.s pai'l.y liaa oxov hiuco adlioi'od 
U) witli inlI<iN.ibki oxactiliido; by wbifli Hiiif'lilai,' mode ol'^inidoul, war- 
I'avo Wioy Jiav'o aainivod no lanrols, yot pi-osovvod Uioir roiaikition. 
'J’lioy havo boon Ibo nioHt mutiuous Iroops in india, and woo lo Ibo 
uuCorlnnalo b’.ui'opooiu who was coniiinlltal by hia iificnsbilioK lo ontui' 
into Ihifl pai'ly. DiH^anao, if nol doalli, attimdod Ihoin, fVoiii llu) ii’o- 
ijnoiil rovoUs of Iho aoldioM, vvhou tlioy rogubu'ly wroakud Ihoiv 
iro wllh (dubs upon Uiu Blumldors of llioir Jiluroponn offioora.” 

'I'ho laUor y('iu'H of Boiubro’s life ■were ronclorocl a poi-fecl purgatory 
lo him by Jus dislrnfit and buspioion of all around liim, Ho cliod at 
Agra on Uio 4lh of May, 1778, iigoil fifty-eight yoiira, and was buriocl 
in tlio gai'dou of his rosidouao tlioro. But throo years kilor his widow, 
I, ha iJogiiiu Hoimv, on being bapt/sod and roaaivad into llio liouwu 
Oiilholio ftutli, oaiir-iod Ins voniaiim to bo diBintorrod and doposited in 
llio cluu'ohyard of that city, fl’ho following is tho rortugoso iu- 
Hcription over his roating-plaoo, in Padrotola, Agra ; — 


AQllHAK 
OWAl/r 
BllllbllKHA 
HU, MOUll 


BO AOS4 
])13 JIA'^O 
NOANNO 
DK 1778 


ACtor Houibro's doalh the comiuand of Ills parly, its pay, and thu 
j'i<{//iiroi Bfu'dh/uiii, woro cuntinuod to tho Bogum Bumru, who was 
always Imowuhy that name, although on hor oiitr.y into tho ohuroh sho 
hiid boon oliriatouod Joanna Nobilis. By moans of her unoommou 
aldlit 5 ', gallaulry, and nuiKouUno force of chumotor, sho proved horoelC 
oipial to tbo rospouHibility. Blio gavo tho command to a Oomuui 
Damod I’auly, perhaps bocauBo ho was a countryman of hor 
huiibaiid, but, it hay boon Hiiggostod, from moro toudor roasoiis, 
and gradually oulortaiiuid a oonsLilorablo body of biuropuauR, botli as 
ollietir/) ami to work hor artillory, which inuuborod forty piocoB of 
camion. Thoso JSuropcaus woro of till imtioualitios, I'lnglish, li'roiieli, 
iJenuanH, Bwisu, I’crtui'csn, Armonians, and half-ou, Hies, many of tlicni 
boing dosortui'fi from tho Uomiiany'fi bcrvico. At one time the Bogum 
eiuployod over two huudrod in her force. 

15ut she was nufurtuualo hi hor officers, for tlio rospeotuhlc ones all 
left liar, and tho otliors wore a worthloss, disAohito sot of moii, whoso 
ovitmgooUH coudiiot oficu incitod tho troops to mutiny. Pauly was 
imirdcrud “by ahloody xwoocbs” in 1788; liiiours, whoFmoooododhim, 
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luUl't'd, nil luixl did Mviuw IHUI I nil Uiroo disf^Uiilod witli llui 
“ lioii'iily liidiiUi” of lluiii' Miivoiican ruiliovdiiiiitoH. I(, wiik iiIjouI lliin 
fiiuo Uiiili CIcoi'i-'c TliointiH vohc to a poMlioii of iiiipoi taiua', if not tho 
actual couti'ul of liur lort'c ; ho, too, was loi'ci'd to toavo. U will ho 
i-ojiunuhoi'od lliat lio wan tho oMioov c.oiU'OVJioil in (ho iipii-ilod Hucoour 
whiuli llxo Jiof'uin iilTordod to tho |ihii|i('nir Hlmli- 'Atiuii, \vli('ii 1 h' wan 
tvyiup: to vcducii Niijnf liiili Ivliau in I7HH. 'riiosiiiut ilopni'l od aliont 
l7i)H, wlioil ilto oommaoil of tho jxii'l.y dovolvod upon I;o Viiwunilt, a 
gallant and Kood looluii;; aoldiiv, with witom tlio llof;um oni'viod on an 
iiitrisuo, fiho wuh ]UC'hcnll.v niandod to liiiu tiy l''aili('r ttvi’fpivio, a 
Oamioltto inoiilc, Itiijov Hoi’iiicvniid Oolouol Kalom- ladno llio wtlinoMion 
of tlio iiian'iaoo, which wan kopt Hooi-ot. (Jolonol Hlooman HliitoH tliat 
Ijo VaHBOoIt pi'opoKod for tior hand mm tlio liont luotliod of (looiii'iiiji' liin 
luscondaiioy ovM' Tlif))H!i.'i, to wliom )io wan alwuyti liontilo. IiO Van- 
Hoiilt M'an a yoiitlomau hy tiirtli and odnoation, aiul n Holdiov of lionoiii'- 
al/lo fooliiif’H ; tint lio wn.'i iiloni and tiaaplily liy iialuro, and m 
tluu’OU,','hly (lonpiMod )iin inilKH’diiiali'ii tlial, al'loi' Ida )>i(nTia;,'o, ho 
I’ofuHed to aiiHuoiato with tliom on oquat (p’oiuutn, or admit IIk'iii to a 
Boat at luM talilu. 7'tu) liOKUin in vain oiidoavoimnl to pcrnuadd hoi' 
luiHliniul to altor liin doiiioanoiir, lU'pin}; ttiat tlii'ir pU'Komd nafuty 
I'lKiuil'od tlmt tlio onU'ow ahoidd ho oonoilialod. lint liov wiiruiii);ti 
Woi'Q dinn'gai'dcd. 'I'hoy proved too tmo ; ho ViiwoultV nuhol'diuidi'n 
took iinihi'iigo, and doolarod Unit no man nhould coiuiunud Uu'in who 
would Hot moot tlioiu on toiina of iiorl'oct micial oipialdy. 'riio tvoopi) 
tddod with tho olViuorH, and doloviiiinod to dopowi tho lU'fpuu, luid 
olovato lialtliiwav Hoiiihro, a non of Hojiihvn hy hid lli'i.t wifo, to tho 
govonmioTit Thin woiuiin wan Hti.ll livinj;, nor, indood, did nho din 
till 18118, whou hUo muHt havo boon ovor n. Iniiulvod yoiirn old. Hho 
wan bui'iod at Hardhana, tho eonmlovy of which phuio, it in (lUriouB to 
iioto, conlniuod tho hoium of many ooiiU'iiiU'iaim. 

Mattoi'H with tho muliiiocrn worn hroU{,;ht to a (sribih hy ho 
VaHHoult’H havnh iruatiiioiit of a (h'viiiau ollicov luunod Ja'Koiit (a friend 
of Ocoi'go Thoiniw), who wiin iloj^nnUid for ondoavouiin,','- to dinMindo tho 
llognm IVoiu maldi))' ini alladc on irarifiiiii. Thin arhilmry abtifw of 
power diiiffiiutod tho Iroopn, wlio hail foiiglit niu'ior hogom for niuuy 
yofiVH, and rroro iiioonned at sooing tiim nujnu'Midcd hy it. jouior olliflor. 
Aftor roiiimiwti'fttin/' in vain with iio VaHwmlt, Uioy nuddoiily hroku 
out into open mutiny, Tho nognm atid. hoc hTinhaud now Imcauio 
friglitonod, and dotci'tiiiuod to nook an luiyhim in tlio tkaupauy'H 
tomtory. Noitlior of tlioiu tmilorntuod Mnj'litili, but ho VaHMouit, 
with tho aid of a {'rnimnai; and dictionary, inanagod to eoimnuuioatc 
hie wishoB to Colonel McGowan, who oommandod tho mlvancfi pout 
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of tliQ Eritisli army al AvTOpahahr. Aflov aomo cliffioiiUy sanction 
was aecordoil, but a sUpnlafciou waa maclo that Le Vaaaonlt shonlil be 
ti-oatdil (IS a prisonor of wav on ixwolc, and vosido with his wife at tho 
b'runch Rotlioiuout of Chandovuagoro. This -svas iu May, 1795. 

Tho Jjoguni’B tvonps liiid, howovor, obtainod infoiaiiation of 'wbat 
was going oil, and inimodiatoly sainnioiiod Balthazar Sombro— or, aa 
ho WUH moro oomiuonly called, from a titlo bestowed on him by tho 
liimpovor Khah 'Alam, Zafar Yah liban — ^froiii Delhi to assumo tho 
govoriimont of the Sardlii'uia State. Moanwhilo Lo Vassoult and Lbo 
Bogmn inanagod to slip away, but thoir dopartnro being disoovorod, 
a dotaolunont was aont iu pursuit' to captnro thorn. An agfcomout 
iniKtod botwoon tho Boguin and Ln Vassonlt, that in tho evoiit of 
thoir falling into ttio Iiandsof tho inntiiieors, noithor should survive tho 
olhor. In tho oouiiuotiou that ononod, couaocpiout upon thoir being 
ovorlakou fuid surronudod, tho Boguni drew a dagger, and in a hnlf- 
hoartod way slashod lioraolf slightly iu tho breast. Ilor aUondants 
nooing tho blood How shouted out that thoir nhstross had killed horsolf. 
Tio Vassoult, who 'waa riding a short distanco ahead, hearing tho 
tumult, inifuirod wluit it aroso from. IIo was told that his wife was 
(load. A soooud tiuio ho ropeatod tho fpioation, and roooivod tho 
samo answor, Ilo thou drew a pistol from hia liolHtor,"aud althoiif'h 
lio aiiglit easily have galloped off and saved himself, placed tho 
imiv.zlo to his mouth and pulled tho trigger, Tho ball passed through 
his brain, anil ho sprang from hia widdlo a full font into tho air, before 
he i'ciU dead to tho ground. Uis corpse was snbjootod lo ovory iu- 
diguily ami insult tlrat tho gross and hostial imagination of liia olhoern 
and men cnuhl couooivo, and loft to rot, unburiod, on tho ground. 

'I'ho Degum, who was only slightly injured, was carriod back 
a eaptivu to Sardliaiia, aud kept chained to a gnu for sevon days, and 
deprived of all food oxoopt sueli as was convoyod to lior by stoalth by 
hor fomalo sorvanls. Baltbiizar Dombro wa.s soatod on hhe wriiDiarl . 
Ifo was a dotcstablo coiupouud of igiioranoo, waakness, ornolty, aud 
dobauchovy, and it was not long bofovo it beeamo evidout hia rulo 
had not a Bliiglo eloiuont of stability. 

'I’ho actual inntrmnout of his clopositiou, aud tho Begum’s ro- 
oatablislimont in power, was Goorgo Xhoinaa, willi whom sho found 
moans to oommnninato. Tfo genorously laid aside old animOBitioH, 
and rospondod lo hor appeal for help. BaUhasiar'\yombi'a was sent 
a prisonor lo Dollu, whore ho died, Homo”''Bay i,by poison, in 180:l, 
leaving a daughter, subsofjuonUy luarriod^^to Colonel Dyao, whose 
son bocaino famous as tho principal personage in tho great Dyce- 
hombro law-suit, 
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T)io cojiuniiuil of Llio ISoRiiiu’M foi'oo wfti! iinw bonlowod on Oobwol 
fialinu’, wLo, wiUi Uiirfy oUun' Tiliii'opoun alUociv, nigiiod a (loouiuoiil, 
swoin'iiif,' (utuWy and alloj^imioo to tlioii' luiHti'OHf. Ah illuHtMitinff Hio 
claHH of mon who fillod fcho of comimiiul in tlihi piirly, it iiuiy bo 
luontionod that 8aUsui' wan Iho oidy oiio who conld write liiw naiuo, 
ivroKl of Iho otlifiVH alTixin;; thoii' HoalH, wliiUil a fow, to tthow llio 
Hupoi'ioi'ity of thoir aoooniiiliidiiuoutH, fml)Rci'ih()d two or throe lottui’ii 
of tho alpliabot, not uooomiarily Uio/,o roproHonlin^' Uioir propov iiiitiuln, 
bnl snob ns tboy hoppmiod to bo ablo to fowji. 'I'lui covenant was 
drawn out by a MiihauiiuiMlim iicrilio in I’orNiaii,aud an bin ('(miicii'id ioim 
Bcrnplofi pu'ovontod him from aoknowlodj'in;; Ohriat as tiui hoji of God, 
tho proc'icms dncmuenl was Biiporscribcd—*' fu the uaiuo of (iod, and 
of [Lis Rlajenty Cliriat ! " 

'I'bo JJuyiim never pnblicly dodaryil lior marriage to he Vaaaonlt, 
and imiiKidiately after liin death renuiiKid Jior fornior name. Ho 
aiKiuitfi wasi hIio (o bury in oblivion an opinodo wljieli eortninly eviiKiod 
wuaknosfi in a woman iisnully slrong inindod, and alroaily welt 
advanced in years, tliat tdio sliptilaled in ]\er will that liar iudr, 
wboso family patron, ymie was D.yoo, (iboiild in ailditiou asHunui (bn 
iiauio of Hombre. 'I'o oonipl(dn ibo fdory of poiU’ J lO VaHKOuUi'ii fale it 
iilioubl bo added that doubUi havo boon east upon (■lio hotui Jiilrii of tlio 
agrooiaout wliiob iho Lio, gum origiimlod, tlial in ibo ovoni of oatilnro 
at tlu) baiidi( of I, bo luntiiioora noilbor Hboiild Mirvivo the ntbor. Tliia 
ami bor (.ubsequont mock wound Jiavo iwoii douonntatd an a piotio of 
tvoaohory on lior [lavt, dohigntul to rid htuwdf of hor hnubaud. 'I'horo 
is, bowovor, no actual proof of lliin, and Ooloiifd Hlooiuan, wrltiiq' in 
■LHlll), moutlona that ho hoard " from grave old Nativo gonilnmon, who 
wore long in lior Horviao, lluit tboro roally wan too muoli Irulb in I, lie 
story of lior iutiunwy with tbo gallant young ^•'l'unnlnuan, tlnnigb God 
i'orgivo thorn for Haying ho of a lady whoso Halt they Imd flalon for so 
many yoarH.” Umlor (Uoso oiroumiitaucQH tbo inbuniau atroci(,y of 
tbo abovo sngqoHtion in hardly concoivablo. 

Oobmol Halmir raised tbo liogiim Bomru'ii parly In hix batlalinnH of 
infantry, inoroasoil tbo artillery, ami addiiil a cavalry foroo. Tbo corps 
ifl oftou montionod in tho poUtioal history of tlio n(\xt oi;;bt ytairs, but 
it uovor (lii-itiiiguisbod itnolf, nor did tbo Ik'gum lapwi a Hooond timo 
frciin tbo piitb of prudonco. Amidat tbo Icahdtioficopip, obatigmi of 
IliiiduHlan, sbo managod to jirosorvu hor power and iiidopondonco 
intact, until bor army, famons in poaoo, if not in ivar, nud tbo 
English on tbs plain of Asaayo. Hut oven htsro I'urlimo favoured 
thorn, for four of Ivor ftvo battalionH, being luft to guard tbo MariUbfii 
oauup, made good their osoapo, and only one was doatroyod. 
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iTiiat bofoi'o tlio tlooliH'iiUon of wtti’ in 1803, ilobert Skinnoi" joinod 
ilio Hoguin’H Horvico, and affoi- tlio fall of AliRavli was doinxtod to 
m-riuif'o for lior BxibniifiHiou to Oonoral Lako. Jamos Bkiunor tells the 
Hliory b'o woll ill his racuiioirs that its quotation cannot ho resisted. 
“ VVlicm Iho llo"mu camo in person to pay hoi' vospsots to Gonoval 
Ijakn, an incident ooenrrod of a eui'ions and charactonstio dosoription. 
Hlio arrivod at hoad-qnartors jmit attor diunor, and boinf; carried in her 
palanquin at onoo to tho roooptiou tout, the Oonoral oiuno out to moot 
and rocoivQ hor. As tho adhofiion of ovary potty chioftaiii was, iu 
tlioBO days, of ooxiHoquouoo, Lord Lalio was not a littlo pleased at tho 
early domoustration of tho Bogiim’s loyalty, and boinga littlo olovatod 
hy tlio wino wJiieli had just hoon drunk, ho forgot tlio iinvol oiroinn- 
HtaiK'o of its hoing a Native foiuale, instead of snrno woll-boavdod eliiof, 
no )io gallantly advanood, and, to tho niter dismay of her attendants, 
toede lier in his arms and kiaHod hor 1 'I'lio niietake iniglit have lioon 
awkward, hut tho lady’s prosonco of mind put all riglit. Itoeoiving 
coui'toously the prol'foi'od attention, sho turnod oahaly round to hor 
astimishod attoudants and ohservod, ‘Tt is the salute of a padrv 
(priouL) to hill daughter.’ 'J'lio Bnguui profos.soH Ohrifltiaiiity, and tlmn 
tho oxiilanation was pnriootly iu ohnractor, though inoro oxporioiiood 
wpooUitors might liavo Hinilod at tho appearance of tho jolly red-coatod 
oloi'gyiuan oxliihitod in tlia porson of tho Qoneral." 

I'lio iiogmu lived far many yoavs after this in friendly intereourRO 
with tho British, Biehop Jlohor saw her in 182.'3, and dosorihed hor an 
“ a very queer looking old n'ornan, with hrilliaut but wiokod eyes, and 
Uio roiuains of beauty iu hor foaturoH." “ Queer and wiokod ” bUo had 
boon iu some of lior aetiona, as tho Mowing aueodoto ahows, One 
day two of hor tdavo girls aot lire to hor Iioiihoh at Agra in order to 
nuvko olf with their paramonrs, two eoldiorsot tho guard loft in charge 
of them. 'J’JioflO liousoa had ihaleliod roofii, and ooutainod all tho 
ilogiutt's valuabloH. ’IlUo tiro wap pul out with mnoh dillioulty and 
great loss of property, and tho two slave girls wore aeon after dis- 
covorod iu tho har.aar at Agra, and brought into tho Begum’s camp. 
Bho ordorod tho ailair to ho iuvoBtigalod hy a druunUoad oourt- 
muftial, and iu the usual Huinmary fashion. Their guilt hoing 
ostahliehod they woro first of ail Hogged until thoy were sonaoleHs, and 
tliou Imriod alive in a j)it dug iu front of hor tout. Aiiothoi' version of 
tluB atrocious story, rolalod iu Ilohor’s narrative, states Unit the girls 
wore hnriod in iv hole dug in tho floor of tho Bogum’s own chainhnr, 
and that who liiul hor hod drawii over it, and Huiokod her htwhah, 
uucouoornodly ovor this living grave, But Ooionol Slotmiati, who was 
at tlio jiainB of sifting tho story, vouohos for the corrootuoss of the 
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Ibi'inoi' version — aUhoiigh it is but oiio ilogroo loss iiorribio — wliich ho 
hoard I'rmu au old roruiau inorchant uainoil Aga, to whom the slave 
girls originally boloiigod, “The Ilcguui’H object,” expliiiuod the old 
Aga, “ was to make a slvon'i impresRion upon Iho turbulent sjiirit of 
her troops by a eoverc oxamph,', and slio was outiroly Hnocesal'ul.” 

When tho Begum submittod to Ibo Muglisli, her force eonidided of 
six battalions of infantry, dOO Iiove.o, iiud a party of arfillory t.orvcd 
chiefly by bjiiropcaus. Hlio x'oasoasod a good iirscuml, well storoil, and 
a foundry for oaiiuon, both built within tho walls of the fortioofi of 
Bardlu'bua. 'J'ho cost of tho upkeep of her military establishiueiit wan 
about four lakha of riipoos a year, and her otlu>r evpimuCM were not 
leas than two, but the revenues from Iwv j a;/ /tir of Sardhaiiu were 
Huificluul to Cover both. When she ncccplod llritiidi protcetioii her 
iuaomo iucreascd vcuy greatly, and there wore no longer any oalbi Ibr 
the paymout of her troops, which were disbanded. Bho lluis bccairio 
iuuuuu.'ioly rioh, and devoted large sums to cliariliible and rcligion/i 
huititutioiifi. Aiuoiigst other gifts, she sent to tho I'opo at Itouui 
lla. 1110,000, to tho Archbishop of Oaiilorlniiy Its. 00,000, and to tho 
Uishop of Oidcutta Its. 100,000. 'I'o Oatliolio Missioim in tudia she 
HubHoribod Its. UK), 000 ; and for Elistribntiou to tho deserving dobtora 
ofCalontta Its. .'iO, 000. Klio also built a hamisowo Jtounm Ontholio 
Oluu'ch and a .Vrolostaut 01ui])el at Jloorut, to which jiluon nhn re- 
moved her roHidouoo during 'her latter ycii.ru. Tho Iloniau Ciilliolio 
bishop) hero was an lluliun from Wiliui, nnmod ihilius (bosar. lie 
was tho luodiuru of hor douutiou to the l'o]) 0 , for which he received 
his biMhopunt). llis irolinoHS mado tho Jlngmu’M rneogiiincd hi'ir mnl 
slop-griiudflou- -D,voo-Homl)VO-~a Olievalier of the (Order of Ohrist, 
boHidos pj'osonting lum with a eplint from tho real oroHS an a relic. 

Tho Ilogum wae very iliiuinntivo in perfinn, but pcauK'Hfiod a 
wontlorfiil dignity of cariuago, and an iinoounnon i-w)olntin,n of 
mauiior, At Meerut sbo eutorlainod from timo to time noveral 
(lovornora-Qonoral and (jommandorB-iii-ohiur, Uiiriup? tlio cloning 
yeiU'B of hor life an immonso army r»f ponHiouorn enjoyed Iier hnunl.y, 
and she aoipuirod tho cliavaotor of a kiud-hearled and beuovolnut 
woman. Shu died in IBlUi, leaving bohiiid lior a furtnuo of 11700,000, 
a largo jtortloa of which was botpuoathod to clmritioe, and the vest to 
Mr. Dyco- Sombre, who married an English lady of tilh', and his two 
Bistoi’s, one of whom married an English oITicor, Oapitiuu 'I'rovip, 
and tho other an Italian gontloinaii, Signor SabrolL 


SoTiiKKijANn, ItoTiEUT, OotONffiT. [Icnowu lo tho Natives as HiMvj 
Sokib].!— Suthorlaad was a Seolohman, and originally an ofl'iooriu the 
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YJltd Uoffituoiil, [I'um wJiicIi ho wiih ouhliiorod. IIo outorod Do Doif'jw’H 
li’li'Bniiif'iiiloiu 1700, iiud ivi Muy, 1794, waa hliUouly a llcmt/onaulj on a 
paj' oC (Ja. you a mouili. Soon afVir this promotion camo to him, and 
ho ohhiinod Iho coiiiiiiaiul of Dio Tliird Jlrioado, and on Uio doaUi of 
Coloiuit hroiunut in 179ii waa tvaimfoiTod to that of Du) Socond. Wlioii, 
at Uio find of Huh your, DoDoh'mi rotirod iSiiUH'rlnnd was sonioroflieoi’ 
in [lindnulan, and aiitud as cliiof conunandov of tho troops. Dorron 
w'jw, hovvovor, eonsidoraldy soiiior to him, and boint; in tho Doccan 
■with Drtiulat Itao Siudhiii,had littlo dillionUy in obtaining tho snecoHsiou 
to Do JJoiguoVi apiioiutraout, in spito of all Sutliorlaud’s oudoavoura to 
Hoonro it for hhuHelf. 'I'liis wa« tho hogdiuiiiig of a long and joalmiH 
(Vmd botwoon tho two advontnrore, which only lorminatod ■with tho 
iScotohmaa’s rosigiiatum in 1809. It ia probahlo, though not notually 
recorded, that Sutliorland was prosout at tho battlos of Ihitan and 
blorta. In 171)0 bo -waa oinployod iu tho roduclioii of somo rovoltod 
dintriolH in Bniidolkluiud, bringing into obodionco aovoral potty ri'iijalis, 
dni'ing ■wlihdi (in Shiimor'H words) hn fought two gouoral aotiouR and 
oaptiu'fld half-a-doKon forte. lUu noxt sorvico was against Lakwa 
.Dada at Clliiti'u'gai'h, 'f'liiB wa« tho oocasion whoti Thomas comphuiiod 
of Buthorlaiid'n oondnot in having arrangod a concortod attack on tUo 
robcl chief over nigdit, and then unaooonulably drawn off his forces 
\vil;houi any ns/iiguod 'rcaHon. Skiimor records an inoidont which 
ha])poiioil dui'iug this munpaigu, and doos not rubonud very much to 
Hulrboi'liiiid’s credit. U apponrs tlial during tho dosultory progress of 
llio war, Skimiov wan one morning oxorcising his horse " in full 
arinoni'i” and ohanood to moot Ifarji Biiulhia, a MariUha ohiaftaiii, 
and IV rehitivo of .'Daulal lido. Ifarji invilod Bkinnor to join him in 
his ride to a river oloso by, whitlior bo was lioniul, at tho rogucst of 
Dio MiirADia CUiiioral, Anibaji Iiigliii, to look for a ford. T)iin c.x- 
jiodilion was nubfiugiiontly proved to bo a onaro laid by Ambaji, in 
coUusiou with .Tiftlcwa Dada — Dut onomy ho wa.s supposad to lio iight- 
iug against — to bring about tho dOBlruction of .ITarji, to whom both tho 
ohioffi woro lioalilo. As thoyrodo along Kkiniior's Huspioious ■wore 
ivronsodi and Jm ■wiiriiod Ilavji, who was attended by 500 of his inoii, 
to be on his guard. His fours wore not ill-fotmdod, for almost im- 
nuuliakily al'torw/irdfi Iboy foil into an lunbuRoado, and wove altackod 
by a tboufiaud of Imkwa Ddda’s oavalry. Bkinner and Harji im- 
luodialely olforod fight, and OYontually sucoaoded in boating tho 
oumny oIT, though not boforo tho formor’a horso was woundod by a 
sabro out, and ho hiinflclf had rocoivotl two or throo Rword Mows on 
tho body, from which ho wan only saved by his ariiiour. llaiji was 
wounded, but Bkimior fortunately cut clown tho man who was attack- 
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ijif,' him. Ttutiirniiiff to rini)}), rfiiiji iiivik'il iSlu'iiiiei' to liih loiil, ivliri-o 
,'i!l Blit down in Duvbai'. 'J’lu'ii tlio cliiof ih'oho mid naid, “All tUoi.d 
wdio foul'll! with nin LlnB day wore iny fiOi'vaiitf;, and did but poi'J'onii 
thciirduly; but you lu-o my friinid, and lbu/;ht for inn lui a frioiid.'' 
LUi Lhoii toidv a |)uii' of (jold lian''U‘ii set with diiimoiuW, and pul tlioiu 
round Hlduiun’B wriain, and alw) f’livo liini a HWortI, a idiiold, and a f'lno 
bol'HI). 

Wbfiii Coloiii 1 yiiLliorland lioiird of lliia ho blauiod Hldniior for ivliat 
)md ]iiiKf,()d, and (old liim ho Hlioiild report the eirdUiuHtaiieo of bin 
arcoiupmiyhif' tho rhiof, witliout h'avo, to Vorron. lint a littlo lator 
ho rauHcid iuthuatioi) to ho eonvoyod lo HldinuT that if ho would fd^n 
him thu liorHi) ho had rocoivod from Ihirji, nothin/' should Im iiaid of 
what had liiippomid. Skiuuor hout liaek word ho would f'ivo tho 
han/'lofi, but not tho horso, tho iiword, or tho Rhiehh At thin Snther- 
huid was muoh iiuiouHod, and his aiif'er wati iueroaiiod when ho learnt 
thill Uiii'ji luid hiinsiolf wrilUm to I’orron prait.in/' Sldnnor’s oondiuit, 

“ fcioon after tliiH,”addH Skinner, with iiuiot Hiitinfaiition, " tho (loloiiid 
liiiiiHolf wuH discovorod hitri{'nin/i with tho Marathi'i ohinfH, and I'eiron 
diBoluirged him, hostowinf' Ids oomimind on Major L'ohhiian,'' 'riiiii 
inoidout la related booiuiso it ohowii tho oxiiitonoo of an old-htaudln/i 
Huarrol botwoon Suthortiuid and Sklunor, and, in a moiiMivo, lApluinu 
tioiiio of the HtriotiiroH tho lallor, in liio mwaoirn, tiikofi oiioiiHion to jiiim 
upon tho Sciidohniaii. 

Not Inu/^ after Ihia, Siilliorland, liaviiif; hoeii foi'divon thrmijih thu 
iutoi'OHt of Ilia fatlior-in-law, Oolonol John lleiiiiiiif', wim Bent to Ihu 
ileocan to tiiko over tlio cmnniandof tho hind, lirij'iido, 'I’ho inde.lif'ht 
horo is iutoroatlng, for it oatahlislioH a oonucelion liy murriii/'o hotween 
L’orron and Sulhorlaud, ainco tho Qenoral niid ni'iiiiin/i; had nmriind 
Blatoi's. In auothor part of Ids momoh'u Skinuor niontionu that idlor.e 
and llourguii'n wero liotli rolatod to Vorroii, hut wilheid, nientioidn/^' 
tho dof'roo of connoetioii. It would Ihuii apiiottr that there waa a 
ro/'nlar family parly in cmnnmnd of Sindida’u hrioiideu, for I’eiron, 
the two IleuBin/'a, Siithorlaiid, Dorridon, tlio l,''ilo/,u’!i, and liourpuien 
tiiuwl all have huen more or lofifl counoeted by niarriu/i/o lien. Silliier" 
land, indeed, was nopliew by imm'iii,"o to I’emm, having' ninrried ihe 
Clonornl’H uioeo ; hut, doupilu this, they eordially hated one another, 
and tho h'rencliuian lost no opportunity of niorlifyin/' iiud veviu/' Ihe 
Sootohnian, with tlio olijoct of {'ottiiif' rid of liiin, for it did net Buit his 
policy that hia tioooud. in conunand should ho a ISritiah suliject, 

Sutherland assumod coimniuid of tho l''ii’st lirij'iido in 1 7‘.)!h t’nu ions 
to this his xn'uicijMil sorviooH hud boon tiio Btoriuin/' and eiipturo of 
Narwfir with four hattalioiiH in 1796, and tho siob'o tuul oapturo of 'L'ori 
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Ti'iitohjmi' in at thn lioad of oiglit'battftliona. In Iho Docoaii lio 
was (‘liicdy migiigad in liolphif; J'aulali Kilo Siudhia to coiiBolidalo ilia 
power at L'oouali, and it waa not nntif 1801 that an oppiortunily 
nrcnri'od I'ov him to n'ldly iVmtinnnihli hluiselt. Tu UiIr yoar Biiiilhia 
I'olm'iiod IjO Wiihvii, leaving Kiitliorland and a |KU’tinn of tlio First 
liu’i'adri lioluud (o laipport liis Intoroots iit Uio Doccau oapitiil during 
his absonce, 'flu n eaiiio thn disahtrona dofoat of Ujjaiii, and Snthor- 
iiiud sviiiM at oiK'o sumiuoiiod to hia inai-.lnr’H aid. Ah mum aa tho rainy 
fioason siaoki'iK'd, and tho Narbada boenmo fordaldo, Siilhorland wa.s 
detached to relriovo tlio defeat finstaiiiod in Jnuo. Wdlh fointoon 
batliiliomi of regular inf miry and 20,000 IMarfilhi'l liorso lin gave bnttlo 
to .laHWant Kao Uolkar and Amir Khan on tho plain ontaido the city 
of Iiidoif), whoro ilin latlor had taken np a strong position. After an 
olifitiuato ('OutcHt Jio gainod a complete victor, y, droyo TIolkar and hia 
troopii tVoui thoir outrciiohmoutB, took l)B guns, 100 tniubrlla, and all 
tho luiggago, and wound up tho exploit hy phindoi'lng IucIoi'b, IIo 
lost 400 imiu in Liu) action, which was a very wovoro ono, Although :i 
detailed aoconnt of thw battlo lias Iwon given in tlio skotch of Porron'H 
life, it will not ho out of plaoo to ipioto tin' following diwoription of it 
from the pajtOH of “ I'luiclnrang tlari,” which given a graphic idea of 
tho liglit from a Hindu point of view. I’aiidnniiig IliU'i, it may bo 
inontioned, wan at the liuio a cavalry oflioor iu llollciir’B Maratlu'i 
ITorso. 

" I iuid juut ontovod upon iny now sorvico when deapatolioa arrived 
with ordm'H for uh lo march to Indoro, Ifoikor’s capital. ... A 
Muliratta army oaiiaistH in gonoral of horse and foot of every noigli- 
honring nation, religion, and. coatumo. Jt rnakoB a very motley 
appoaranoc, aa it is itndor no discipline, and dostitute of regular 
nniferni, Few of tho men in tho sanio lino, either car'alry or infantry, 
have wcapmiH of a like form. Soiuo arc armed with aword and Bliicld, 
othm-H with inatehlcokti or imiakolH. Some carry bows and arrown, 
othcru ajioaifl, laiioea, or war rookota. Many arc export with tho 
battleaxn, but the sabro i« iudiaponflablo lo all, TJio rnon in armour, 
of ^vllmu iluii'fi arc many to mako tip the varicity, out a very curious 
appoaranoc. A helmet covorii not only the head and oara, but pro- 
toota tho ahnnldorH. 'I'ho body k caaod in iron iiolwork, or in a thick 
(piUlcd vest. Thoy give proforonco lo tlio Iwo-odgod fiword hoforo tho 
ourvod ono iwod by tiu) PorsianH and Arabs. . . . tlvnry nyali, piiiioo, 
or loiidor is rcfipomublo among tho Mahrattaa to tho Poialiwa, or head 
of tlio ompiroj'for liin general condnoL. Ho payairibiito for hia diatriot, 
and attonda wiion onramonod with his qnok of men, wliioh is regii- 
latod by hifl woaltli and population. Ho is sopromo in oommaiul ov 
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hia coi'jifi, 'svhioli ia iittachod nlonti to liiiu and to liia i'oi'liiiu'n, and ad- 
hoi'on to -wliiiLovor iiiudy lin iiiiiUK'i’l'i. . . . M'loi' a I'atij'ninfT iiiavcliwn 
lOfujlind Iiidoro, tho ciipitiil ol .loswiiiil, Kiio IFolluii'. Our |ii'iiiiai'iilionn 
worn now couiiilolo, and wo wfwo ronfidcnti ol uuoi'P.sm, Our ctividvy 
wiifi a iili'auj'o ralddoiiuuunlod on lull and fdioi't lioi'i.i'ii of ovci y oolonv 
and In'nd. ynddloH woro aKviiyil (diiipin;; olt Cni- want ol' ; i,ti'ii):;R 

faHtonod to any idd ])iocoii of iron liy way ondls, hiipjiliod laidlcK; old 
tmdianB horvod for marlinf'aloH, and tout ropoa for cnpipoih. d'lio in- 
fantry WfiB jnHt n,fi wrotchoilly aeoontrod au llio oavahy. I'',v(>rytliin{j; 
wafi wanting and nothing rogular. Iforovoioominglit bo hoard ronviiu; 
out for hull, and there for uiiif-liotH or aianii, 'I'hoM' wlio worn not 
fortunalo ouongh to procuvn any weapon at all, nupplicid tliii dodcioney 
liy a bmulioo polo, wliidh thny diguiiiod with Iho ilonignalien of a npnar. 

. . . 'I’lio nvantfiil day at longtli diiwnod, 1 awnlco early, and oiuining 
niy lout, looked ahroad. All wan dai-k and mlMty, Soon it wan ail 
alivo ill the camp, and mi tire day iidvairood ehuuimr, Uinnoil, and 
pi'lipavation ineroamsd. 'Diu driiniu rnaved on every hii ml the (‘all to 
armii, 'I'lio war-eleidiantii, eapauwmed and ready, yelled with im- 
paUonoo, and towered loftily over all olhor living (dijoelii. '.I’hn noigdr- 
ing of horiiott, tho ehuih <d' nvnin, Ihn brr/.K of iinpationl voieen, tho 
Hinrndu of oonunand, tho tnaiTh id' Iho irrogiilar mid eoufiwod iiiilMifiH 
to Ihoir ntatloiiH, wan au inipronKtvo neeiu). Hoon the llrliig of giimi, 
at Iu’hL idow mui; irregrtlar, thou iiioru riipidlj^, oonvineiid inn the work 
of death Jnrd liogun in Homo ipiarter, and it Hoorued iipondily tovtoiiding 
itiioiriowardfi the Htatiimof iiiy troop, which J hud joined, well luoinitnd, 
and with winch f ronminod, with a Ilntlering heart, in awfid Kunpuumi. 
'I'liQ current of liattlo now rollod eloiio by me, and action iiimn look 
away all rolloution, for we had irmmf'li upon our haudii, Our mon 
woi'o all loan kino, and loo Hoiuilily fed to ho nuuih hoavior tlnm 
BkololouFi, Our hoi'ficifl woro in litllo hotter eoudilimi, and whim 
yeindia’n cavalry canui down onitHWo woi'o knookod oil on the ground 
hoforo wo ooidd Hlriko a blow. In vain [ tried to rally and lauuount 
iny mon. I fiiiceoodod in piovailiiig upon only a few to rally ; Hm laint 
part of thoni tunrod tail and lUid wiUiont oiioo looking hnliiud. 'riiuii 
tho diviHioii to whioh I vvaa attached wnH ajioedily dinponed of. Onr 
infantry gutting ini.vod with tho irnvalry that had lioinr drivon hack by 
fjcindia, waa taken by it for Iho Uifairiry of that chiof, inuleail of our 
own, and tho haliro began to out among thorn an if they ivere a Hold of 
Btauding corn. I laboured in vain to rootity tho luiRlako, and stay tho 
oarnago of our own men. My voice was lost in tho Hoeno of death and 
dingord, tho ruBh of roolcota, and tho groatvH of tho dying. ITow long 
thin somra might havo ooatimiod hoforo it oonld havn bom put au ond 
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to T cannot toll, if tlio attontion of tlio cavali'y had not been drawn to 
aomotliing, wliioli ovon in. tho boat of battle was truly a])palliiiglo tha 
sight, and inado tbom, ovon tboro, tbiuk of solf-proservalion. A 
woundod olopliant riiBhod in among tbom, mad with tho paixi of a biill 
bo bad jhuit rocoivod, and rolled bia nuwiokly bulk through and over 
tho Bbihhod infantry, anti among the terriflod liorFiO. lloast and ridor 
were ovortiiruod and crufibod beneath liia troad, and all that lay in bia 
path bocamo viotims to bia fury. This offootually put a stoxi to tho 
havoc tlio cavalry bad begun, ao tho borsos look fright and boro tlioir 
riders ofl' tlio hold of action, leaving tboir own brokon infantry to bo 
Iramplod to doath by tho onragod boast. At tins moment tho cavalry 
of Soindia ebargod our (ivlillory and. captarod it all together with our 
baggage. 'Hiia was docisivo. .Toswant llao Ilolkor saw iiis world- 
OOuqiiGi'ing heroes dispei'so in every dirootion, and tho battle toi'iniuated 
in leaving Soindia no onomioR in view, the purenod soon leaving their 
conqnorora far in tho roar. 'Iho virtue of toannoas, which sorved us 
HO ill in the battle, was now of fliugnlar worvico in making our esoiipo.” 

Piuidurang Ilavi makes a inistako in describing Sindliia as present 
in person at tho batllo, for lie was some milos in the roar with his 
baggage, and Sutherland was in command of tho violorious array, 
ft is ouriona that no niontion ia made of tho regular infantry in this 
spirited doscriptiou of tho fight. Tho victory ostablisliod Snthorland’a 
ropnlation and oonflvinod him in liis luaslor’s favour ; bo much so 
that at 0110 time it was amiounood lie bad boon appointed to supar- 
Hodo I’orron, whoso jealousy operated as much as any other oauso in 
bringing liira to Ujjain in March, J80U. 

Torroii soon obtained Sindbia’a oar, and although Sutherland 
intrigued aBsidiwuHly, bo was disgracod and tranBl'errad to the 
cnimuand of the Second Brigade, wMcli had oacortod Perron down 
from Tliudnslan. Tlus luimiliatiou and “a roinark of Perron’s" 
oauHod tho Sootolimnn to throw up his coniinisBioa in disgust, and lie 
roturnod to Agra “ without leave," aooompauiod by a hxuidrod cavalry. 
Siiulhla, it was staled, was very much distrossod at his doparturo, and 
Perron wont personally to pacify bis brigade, and promised tliora a 
now oommaudor of equal rank. 

Suthorlaud. romainod at Agra till tho broalung out of tho war with 
tho IfiiJglish, and was ono of tho oflloors conlinod by tho mutinous 
Agra garriHon. IIo was assooiatod with George Hessing in arranging 
tho terms of capitulation, and tho bearer of tho letter to Qoiioral 
Laho which “tleraandod a coBsation of lioslilitios " on tho 13th of 
Ootobor, 3 803, Two or three days after this ho and all tho Enropoan 
oflicors in tho place found protootioii uudor tho BritiKh flag. 
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On iho whole, SaUiorliuid Rooms to havo lionii a Rooil ollioor, tliouRh 
(ImilitloHK luH nooial (jnalitifiK wero not no (>o.minoU(lahU) aii liiH militavy 
abilitioH. IliR violoi'y at Iiidoro justiflos hia olaim to bo ooimiilorotl a 
inoi'o conipolont ('oinniannoi- than moat of IiIh oontoiiipovarion. On 
hia willuh'ibwal fi-oiu Biuilhia’H floinneo ho olitaini'il a poinunn of 
lla. HOO a luoiilli, unihn- favour of Iho ( lovoriu)r-Ooni'val’M iiroolaina- 
tiem, whioli ho cinjoyoil for homo yoiirfl. Uu ilioil at lhattra, hut tho 
(lato of lus (loath in not known. 

Symkh, Oai'TAW [known to tho nativrM m Sunk Siihih ] . — Captain 
BymofJ was tlio ooinmandant of a Najil), or matehloclt, battalion in 
I’orron’H hlirat llrigado, ami wan woumlotl at tin) hlorm of Hoiuula. 
Aftcii- tlhH ho waR Rout to RiipomHlo Itourf'iTiori, who had iKuai 
fruitloKhly ondoavouriiiK to caplnro Ajtuir. Prom ihoiioo lio pro- 
ooodod to 'I’ouk, wliicli ]ilaoo ho fpirriwmod for nonio timo, until 
.lnHwant Itiio Ifolkat' attaokod him, and foi'ccul him to votroiil. to 
Tlampi'ira. IIo diod at Kikandra a Hhort timo laiforn tho war liroko 
out with tlio hhiffliiiii. 

Tonm, Wii.r.iAM Iti'iNiiY, OonoNKT,. -Colinud W. Tf. Tono wan an 
JriRhinaii, and brolhor to tho famoUH Irinh rohol, 'I'liooliald WoU'o 
'rono. 'WilUiun was born in AnOT'd, 17114, Ilia pnuulfathor hoin;; a 
roBjioolablo farmin' uoav Niiaa, in county Kildare, and Iuh falluvr a 
coaohinakor, who waa rninod by hti/fation ovor tho i'amily pi'ojiorly, 
Tono Avan inlondod for a commoroinl life, and hound iipjirontico at tho 
ado of fonrtoon to an ouiinont hookwdlor. ']’iiin oimldod liim to 
indulf'o iiiH paHflion I'or rwidiu'f, (uid lio pornflod every book of voyaftoii 
and iravalB which ho could tind, and ahio ttomn of military luntory and 
advonturo. Thiw likiraturo lioatod an imagination naturally warm 
and ontlniaiaatio to Huch a doi'roo that, at tho ago of HiKtoou, ho ran 
away to London, nud oritorod as a volunloo.r in tlui MaRt fndia (!om- 
ptiny’B HOrvico, His first oxporionco wiui uuforUiuato, for hiRtoad of 
finding hirt way to Tudia, as ho doHired, ho wan Ront to Iho Inland of 
St. IToloua, on which barren rock ho romaiuod in garriium for nix 
yoartt, and thou rotnrnod to h’uropo. It was highly to hht honour 
that, though ho outorocl into mich oxoo-ablo sooioty an tho troopH in 
tho Company’s sorvioo wore ooiuposod of, and at such an early ago, 
ho jiassod through tho ordoal Avithout boing affootod hy tho oonlagum 
of tlioir maimorB or thoir prinoiploH. llo ovcm found moauR in (hat 
degraded situation and, rouiole spot to cultivato hiii niiud to a oortain 
dogroo, so that his hroUior, Wolfo Tono, was much HurpriHod when ho 
mot him in London, after a separation of eight yyarts to find Iilm 
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■svith Uio mfiuuorfl of a ftontlomau and a cousidorablc acqnaiiitauco 
with tlio bofit pai'lK of Miifilish litoraturo. Tono luul a natural talonl 
for xioofcry, whioh ho nmoh improved, and ooiuposod movoral very 
olegimt sots of vortoH. IIo was a liaudsomo, woU-niado man with ii 
good addrotia, and oxtromoly woll rocoivod among women, -wlioiu ho 
lovod to OXCOH&. lie was an bravo asi CasRar and dovoted to .soldiering. 

Having ronminotl Lhroo or four yoari, in Llnropo, by which time Iiin 
fallior ^^'aa utterly ruined by lha law-suit alluded to, 'L’ono ro.solvod 
to try his fortune in India, fronr which .stop his hi'othor did not 
attempt to disHuado him. Ttu-outoriug Iho Coin])any’n sorvioo in 1702, 
lie arrived at Madras? at tho ond of that yoar. With an advauta,geonsi 
figure, a good addro.ssi, and coimidoralilo taloiitK, ho rcooiniuoudod 
hiiUBolf flo far to tlio colonel of tho rogimonl in which ho served, that 
ho oldaiaod Iuh disjehargo and lottors of intrndnotiou to persons at 
Oalonlla, whoro ho ^vasiidvisod to push his fortni'.o.H. A small military 
command emdilod him to defray tho oxponBo.s of Iho voyage, and 
pvocurod him a gralilioahion of CGO on his) arrivivl at his dostiuatiou 
as St )-owsird for hia oxortions in guolling a dangu'rous mutiny which 
brolvo nut simougHt tho hliiok troops uador his commniul on hoard, 
who had formed a scliomo to run awsiy with tho ship. At Cnlantta 
lim jiorsonN to whom lio liad oomo rocomuiondtid introiUusod bint to sv 
Pronob otlles’r named Mavigny, who was sooond in command of the 
Ninam of Ifaidswahad’a army, and hapjsonod to ho at tho I’ro- 
uidouey puvoliaHiug luililsu'y sloroa for his uiaator. Msu'iguy gavo 
Touo an sippoiiitment in iho Nizam’s sorvioo, siiicl promiaed him iho 
command of a battery of artillory as soon as they should arrive at 
Ilaidarabsid. Tho Htorofj hoiug piircluiHod, T'ono marched with tho 
bTr.st I)ivb?ioii, of which ho had tho command, and arrived asifely at 
tho Nizam'a oiiiiilal. After Bomo timo, Marigny followod ; hiit liy an 
uuforusoon acflidont all I'ono'K hopes worn bbistod. A (piEurat took 
isliioo bol-u'oou Marigny and Baymond, tho Jj'rsiiohmaii in ooumumd, 
in which Tone, with an hononrablo indisorotion, aidod with hia I’rioud. 
Tho cou.so(iuouco wsu? that Mai’iguy wsis pnt in irons, and Tone only 
osoapod a Hunilsvr fato hy appoaling, as a British subject, to tho 
Bosidont tit tho Nizam’fl Court for jirotoction. This cironiuBtauoo, 
together with tho breaking out of tho war between tho Brouch ami 
bingliah, pnt an end to all proKpocts of his advanceiueut, aa all tho 
Buropoaua in tho Nizam’s army woro li'reirolimon. 

So 'Tone sot out to return to Caloutta. On his joitrnoy, having 
travollod four hundred mih‘S, and with, two hnudred yol to travel, 
which nnwt havo brought him into tho disl-rict of Orisssi, ho di.s- 
motmtod from hia horso to shoot in a jiniglo hy tho roadaido. On. his 
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I’otui'ii ho tlmiid lii 1 f.oiviinlB and lioi'i.i.", hi Iho liainl*. of live Tnllliini, 
who wovo oiif'Uf'Oil ill lii i I lo inuuodiiitoly viui 

lip mill firoil ill Uuim, ami hIioI oiui in tlin iilum.u’h, whoi’ciipon 
auothoi' I'oliii'iu'd llio liio ivitli oiio ol 'rumi'M omii pislol , whioh Uioy 
liiul K'iieoil, and woundtid liiui in Iho fool. 'I'lioy llniii miuh' nIT whli 
lliini' hooly, and in (liia dihtl'O'.nod oondilion tlio imliu'luniilo Iri ilnniin 
iitul lo (I’avol two hundriid aiiloK in a linnuiip ciiiuati' and wilhoul 
rusoui'co'j. lint liii foiuaRo and }.;<>od ooniilduUon Mijiiun'Ioil him, 
and ho id lon^;lb ni'i'ivod at Calcnttii, whori' lio npoiHhly rocovoivd hin 
hunltli. IUh h'lontli Uiovn hail not loi'/tolhm him, and wlion an 
opportunity olloroil of Major I’alnior proocodm," to I'oomih to takii 
ii]) tin.) apiiointinout of lioaidont at the Conrt of Iho I’cnhwa ot 
tlio jriiri'illiiVi, tluiy jiroourod H'onn a hlroiif; vcuunnnondatiou to that 
Ootul, and Iio not oil’ with Major t’lilniov in hi(,'h iijurit'i and hoallh, 
and with oxiiochitionfi of tho ooiuiuand of a hallovy of artiUory at 
loiudi. 

So far Toiio’h liiiitory lum hoon OKtraotod from Iho nimnoirsi of hin 
hruthur WoU'o 'I'oiui. Oarryius tho narrativa fi)rwaril,it would iqipoar 
ho roaolu'd Poonah about tho yoar 1701!, and found I'lnpUi.wuout in 
lloyd’iJ curjifi. 'L'wo yoavo lator ho waa aoluotod hy Anirat .Ui'ui, tho 
I’(i»hwa’n hrotlior, to (.'ommaud a ]iro])OHod hrifjado of roipilar intantry, 
all tho olfu'ora oL wliioh wore to ho Jiritiah tinhjooti', Iml tlio idoa wan 
iihaudoncd. In 1801 Jio waa in oommaud of two hniulrod Sopuya 
aNBiidiu)* ,La1cwa Dada and tho Bliaia at tlio dofonoo ol Soninhi, 
whoi’o ho waa dofoalod by .I’ornm’s troopa and uldup'd l,o Hurvmuh'r. 
I'iio Oonoral hohavod very loudly to him and hiii oiViOHrii, Mi]ij)lyiii(f 
tlioiu ivith a handsomo camp fajuipago, anoh an teiitn, t'amohi, 
hoi-HOH, ko. 'I'o tho Oolonol ho oflbrod eorvico in hie own ivruiy, hut 
it was docliiiod, and Toiio wati pormittod to reliro lo Maluhswnr, 
tho capital of ITollmi', and fnrniKhod with Eh. 10,000 for his i'xp(iu.'io‘i, 
and to puahki him and hia couivadoa in niinforluno to naanor tludr 
shattorod furtunca, 

'i'ono waa Idllod in tho following year, hoiug Rtnieli: hy a hullot in 
tho right toiuplo in an action noar ChoH Maki''flwiii' while nerving with 
Ilolkar. Ifii) hrotlior’a hiographoi’ (hia own nopliow), writhes in lHt!7, 
does not Room to have huoii awaro of this, or, at loiiat, dowi not Hp('» 
oificially numtiou it, 

Tone was tho anthen; of a pamithlol ontitlud “ Homo IiwiHulimm of 
tho Mahralta People, ” wliioli luis boon frc'quontly^guotud hy variotw 
-liistorianB, ap.thnt ho- ovidontly cultivated his t'lwlu lor Uteraliu'o to 
the Olid, Grant J)ulT, in hifl “ItiHlory of tho WahraUai-V roforH in 
very appreuiativo torins to throe lottcra lyliioli ifcuo had puhlished, 
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;,'iviiin (w iicoui'alo (loouiinli ol‘ ail'iiii's al rooiiah in 1790. “I liavo 
oxauiinod luimxloly,” lio writoB, “all which that intelligent goutlenian 
wi'oto voHjioctlng the Mahcattan. 'What ho wiw may ho roliotl mion ; 
as to what hn hoard, T am Iohh .surpriflod that ho ahonld have hillon 
into uwor iiian that ho ulionld havo obtained information so nearly 
eorroot.” Smith d(!KcribOFi d'oiio an a man of “ umlaimtod valour ami 
porKovuriug ontorpriso ; an uufortuualo gentleman whoso ahilitioH and 
integrity wore as groat aa bin iuitifortniies had boon undeservedly 
liovoro,'’ and oritioiriOH bi« " luatilutions ” as "both elegant and 
accurate.” Hvory one who wa.s brought into oontaet with William. 
LT.oiiry 'roue wrilisH well of him, and biavon ua with the impression 
lliat hn was a bravo and amiable man. 

VioKKKH, lirA.toH.-~]\l(ijor Viekors was a balf-oasto, and an osooed- 
itigiy I'tailaufc young noldior. ff.o ontorod I'orron's army as a lioutouaut 
in llio Second Brigade, under Major I’obhnan, and commanded oiwi 
of the iroaohofi in tho uiogo of dhajgarh, displaying great bravery in 
leading tlio Htunu of that formidable place. When tho Olmvalior 
•Dudreueo deserted JTolkar’n sorvioo, Viokors was appointed to tho 
command of his corpn, and behaved with groat eonragn at tho battle 
of Toonuli, in Clciiobor, IBO'i, his intrepidity and Btoadinoso conducing 
much towards the victory, and being at tho time a theme of tidmiration 
amongst all military men, In 1801, when war broke out liotwoon 
llolkav and tho Brituib, tho chief soul for Vickers, ami asked him if 
ho would light agaimit his countrymen. Tho young man positively 
refused to do so, as did also two othor advouturerB — Dodd and llyan, 
Wliorou))on .Taswant Ihlo, assigning aa a juatillcation a troasonahlo 
oorrespondeuco which ho aocuBOcl Ihoin of carrying on, ordorod all 
Ihroo to bo beheaded, and tho soutonoo was carried into olleot at 
Nahar fifaghdua (Tiger's Hill) in tho month of May, 1804. Their 
heads wero fixed on laneos in front ol Jaswaul Bdo’a camp, and a 
public orler proclaimed that such Would bo the fate of any Bnropeau 
who might fall into Ilolkar's olutolios. 




